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CHAP.  I. 

Jf  ’e  depart  for  Europe — A mifunderjlanding  arifes  be- 
tn.oeen  the  Captain  and  Surgeon,  through  the  fcandalous 
Afperf  ms  of  Cratnplry — The  Captain  dies — Cratr.pley  tj~ 
ranmfes  o-ver  the  Surgeon,  who  falls  a ViSlim  to  his  Cru- 
elty.— I am  alfo  ill  ufed — The  Ship  Jirikes — The  Behavi- 
our of  Crampley,  and  the  Seamen  on  that  Occafion — I get 
on  Shore,  challenge  the  Captain  to  fngle  Combat — Am 
ireacheroufly  knocked  dovun,  abounded  and  robbed. 
"VrOW  that  I could  return  to  my  native  country  in  a 
^ creditable  vray,  1 felt  excelTive  pleal'ure  in  finding 
myfelf  out  of  fight  of  that  fatal  ifland,  which  has  been 
the  grave  of  fo  many  Europeans  ; and  as  I was  accom- 
modated with  every  thing  to  render  the  paflage  agreea- 
ble, I refolved  to  enjoy  mylclf  as  much  as  the  inlblence 
of  Crampley  would  permit. — This  infid ious  flanderer 
had  found  means  already  to  caufe  a milunderftanding 
between  the  furgeon  and  captain,  who  by  his  age  and 
infirmities  was  rendered  intolerably  peevifh,  his  difpo- 
fition  having  alfo  been  loured  by  a long  courfe  of  difap- 
pointments.  He  had  a particular  averfion  to  all  young 
men,  efpecially  to  furgeons,  whom  he  confidered  as  un- 
necefiary  animals  on  board  of  a (hip  ; and  in  confe- 
quence  of  thele  fentiments,  never  confulted  the  doftor, 
notwithftanding  his  being  feized  with  a violent  fit  of  tlie 
gout  and  giavel ; but  applied  to  a calk  ot  Holland’s  gin, 
which  was  his  fovereign  prefeription  againft  all  diftem« 
pers : Whether  he  was  at  this  time  too  Iparing,  or  took 
an  over  dofe  of  his  cordial,  certain  it  is,  he  departed  in 
the  night,  without  any  ceremony,  which  indeed  was  a 
thing  he  always  defpifed,  find  was  found  ififF,  next 
morning,  to  the  no  fmail  fatisfacHon  of  Crampley,  who 
fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  veflel.  For  that  very 
realbn  Mr.  Tomlins  and  I had  no  caufe  to  rejoice  at  this 
A z event. 
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event,  fentiiig  that  the  tyranny  of  our  new  commander 
would  now  be  as  unlimited  as  his  power. — The  firft  day 
of  his  command  juftified  our  apprehenfion  : For  on  pre- 
tence that  the  decks  were  too  much  crowded,  he  ordered 
the  furgeon’s  hen-coops,  with  all  his  fowls  to  be  thrown 
overboard ; and  at  the  fame  time  prohibited  him  and 
me  from  appearing  on  the  quarter-deck.  Mr.  Tom- 
lins could  not  help  complaining  of  thefc  injuries,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  his  expoftulation  dropped  fome  hafty  words, 
of  which  Crampley  taking  hold,  confined  him  to  his 
cabin,  wliere,  in  a few  days,  for  want  of  air,  he  was  at- 
tacked by  a fever,  which  foon  put  an  end  to  his  life, 
after  he  had  made  his  will,  by  which  he  bcqtieathed  all 
his  eftate,  perlbnal  and  real,  to  his  fifter ; and  left  to  me 
his  watch  and  inftruments  as  memorials  of  his  friend- 
fliip. — I was  penetrated  with  grief  on  this  melancholy 
occafion  ; the  more  becaufe  there  was  nobody  on  board, 
to  whom  I could  communicate  my  forrows,  or  of  whom 

I could  receive  the  lead  confolation  or  advice. 

Crampley  was  fo  far  from  difeovering  the  lead  remorfe 
for  his  barbarity,  at  the  news  of  the  furgeon’s  death, 
that  he  infulted  his  memory  in  the  mod  abufive  man- 
ner, and  aflirmed  he  had  poifoned  himl'elf  out  of  pure 
fear,  dreading  to  be  brought  to  a court-martial  for  mu- 
tiny ; for  which  reafon,  he  would  not  differ  the  fervice 
of  the  dead  to  be  read  over  his  body,  before  it  was  thrown 
over-board. 

Nothing  but  a fpeedy  dellvei-ance  could  have  fup- 
ported  me  under  the  brutal  fway  of  this  bafliaw,  who, 
to  render  my  life  the  more  irklbme,  fignifled  to  my  mefs- 
mates,  a defire  that  I fliould  be  expelled  from  their  fo- 
ciety. — This  was  no  fooner  hinted,  than  they  granted 
his  requed ; and  I was  fain  to  eat  in  a folitary  manner 
by  myl'elf  during  the  red  of  the  padage,  which,  however, 
foon  drew  to  a period. 

We  had  been  feven  weeks  at  fea,  when  the  gunner 
told  the  captain,  that  by  his  reckoning  we  mult  be  in 
foundings,  and  defired  he  would  order  the  lead  to  be 
heaved. — Crampley  fwore,  he  did  not  know  how  to 

keep 
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■ keep  the  (hip’s  way,  for  we  were  not  within  a hundretl 
leagues  of  foundings,  and  therefore  he  would  not  give 
himfelt  the  trouble  to  call  the  lead. — Accordingly  we 
continued  our  courfe  all  that  aftemoon  and  night,  with- 
out (hortening  fail,  although  the  gunner  pretended  to 
difcover  Scilly  light ; and  next  morning  protefted  in 
form  againft  the  captain’s  conduct ; for  which  conduft 
he  was  put  in  confinement. — We  difcovered  no  land  all 
that  day,  and  Cmmpley  was  Itill  fo  infatuated  as  to 
negleft  founding;  but  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  (hip  (truck,  and  remained  fait  on  a fand-bank, 
This  accident  alarmed  the  whole  crew ; the  boat  was 
immetiiately  hoifted  out,  but  as  we  could  not  difcern 
which  way  the  (liore  lay,  we  were  obliged  to  wait  for 
day-light.  Jn  the  mean  time,  the  wind  encreafed,  and 
the  waves  beat  againlfthe  (loop  with  Inch  violence,  that 
we  expected  (he  would  have  gone  to  pieces.  The  gun- 
ner was  releafed  and  confulted  : He  advifed  the  captain 
to  cut  away  the  ma(t,  in  order  to  lighten  her  ; this  ex- 
pedient was  performed  without  I'uccefs : the  failors 
leeing  things  in  a defperate  fituation,  according  to  culV 
tom,  broke  up  the  chelts  belonging  to  the  officers,  drcf- 
fed  themfelves  in  their  clothes,  drank  their  liquors 
without  ceremony ; and  drunkennefs,  tumult  and  con- 
fufion  enlued.— In  the  mid(t  of  this  uproar,  I went  be- 
low to  fecure  my  own  effefts  ; and  found  the  carpen- 
ter's mate  hewing  down  the  purfer’s  cabin  with  his 
hatchet,  whiitling  all  the  while  with  great  compofure. 
When  I a(ked  his  intention  in  fo  doing,  he  replied  very 
calmly,  “ I only  want  to  tafte  the  purler’s  rum,  that’s 
ail,  mafter.” — At  that  inftant  the  purler  coming  down, 
and  feeing  his  effeefs  going  to  wreck,  complained  bit- 
terly of  the  injuffice  done  to  him,  and  alked  the  fellow, 
what  occafion  he  had  for  liquor,  when,  in  all  likelihood, 
he  (hould  be  in  eternity  in  a few  minutes.  “ All’s  one 
for  that  (('aid  the  plunderer)  let  us  live  while  we  can.” 
— “ Miferable  wretch  that  thou  art,  (cried  the  purler) 
what  mull  be  thy  lot  in  the  other  world,  if  thou  died  in 
the  commiffiop  of  robbery  ?” — “ Why  hell,  I fup- 
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pofe,”  replied  the  other,  witli  great  deliberation; 
while  the  purfer  fell  on  his  knees,  and  begged  of  hea- 
ven  that  we  might  not  all  perilh  for  the  lake  of  one 
Jonas.— During  this  dialogue,  1 cloathed  myfelf  in  my 
bed  apparel,  girded  on  my  hanger,  ftuck  my  piftols 
loaded  in  my  belt,  difpofed  of  all  my  valuable  movea- 
bles about  my  perlbn,  and  came  upon  deck  with  a relo- 
lution  of  taking  the  firft  opportunity  to  get  on  Ihore, 
which  when  the  day  broke,  appeared  at  the  oiftance  or 
three  miles  a-head.— Crampley,  finding  h.s  efforts  to 
get  the  Ihip  off  inefFeffual,  determined  to  confult  his 
own  fafety,  by  going  into  the  boat,  vvlurb  he  had  no 
fooner  done,  than  the  (hip’s  company  followed  lo  talt, 
that  (he  would  have  (unk  along-fide,  had  not  fome  one 
wifer  than  the  reft,  cut  the  rope  and  put  off.— But  be- 
fore this  happened,  I had  made  feveral  attempts  to  get 
in,  and  was  always  baulked  by  the  captain,  who  was 
fo  eatrer  in  excluding  me,  that  he  did  not  mii^  the  en- 
deavours of  any  other  body. — Enraged  at  this  inhuman 
partiality,  and  feeing  the  rope  cut,  I pulled  one  of  niy 
piftols  from  my  belt,  ancf  cocking  it,  fwore  I would 
(hoot  any  man  who  (hould  prefume  to  obftiucr  my  en- 
trance. So  faying,  I leaped  with  my  full  exertion,  and 
got  on  board  of  tlie  boat  with  the  lofs  of  the  (kin  of  my 
(bins. — I chanced  in  my  defcent  to  overturn  Crampley, 
who  no  fooner  got  up  than  he  ftruck  at  me  feveral  times 
with  a cutlafs,  and  ordered  the  men  to  throw  me  over- 
board ; but  they  were  too  anxious  about  their  own 
fafety  to  mind  what  he  (aid. — Though  the  boat  was 
very  deeply,  loaded,  and  the  fea  terribly  high,  we  made 
(liift  to  get  upon  dry  land  in  lefs  than  an  hour  after  we 
parted  from  the  (loop.' — As  foon  as  I let  toot  on 
firma,  my  indignation,  which  had  boiled  fo  long  within 
me,  broke  out  againft  Crampley,  whom  I immediately 
challenged  to  fingle  combat,  prelenting  my  piftols  that 
he  might  take  his  choice  -.  He  took  one  without  helita- 
tion,  and,  before  I could  cock  the  other,  fired  in  my  lace, 
throwing  the  piftol  alter  the  (hot. — I (elt  myfelf  (tunned 
and,  imagining  the  bullet  had  entered  my  brain,  dd- 
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ishaieed  mine  as  quick,  as  polliblc,  that  I might  not  die 
Ejnievenged  : then,  flying  upon  my  antagomtt,  knocked 
;aut  feveral  of  his  fore  teeth  with  the  butt  end  of  the 
®iece,  and  would  certainly  have  made  an  end  or  him 
with  that  inflrument,  had  he  not  difengaged  himlelr, 
and  feized  his  cutlals  which  he  had  given  to  his  Jer  - 
want,  when  he  received  the  piflol.  Seeing  him  armed 
fin  this  manner,  I drew  my  hanger,  and,  having  flung  my 
Hpiftol  at  his  head,  clofed  with  him  in  a transport  of  fury, 
iland  thruft  my  weapon  into  his  mouth,  which  enlarged 
ait  on  one  fide  to  his  ear.— Whether  tlie  fmart  of  this 
, wound  difconcerted  him,  or  the  unevennefs  of  the 
i ground  made  him  reel,  I know  not}  but  he  Itaggeied 
ifome  paces  back : I followed  clqfe,  and  with  one  Aroh*; 

I cut  the  tendons  on  the  back  of  his  hand,  upon  which 
the  cutlafs  dropped,  and  he  remained  defencelefs.— I 
. know  not  with  what  cruelty  my  rage  might  have  m- 
fpired  me,  if  I had  not  at  that  inftant  been  felled  to  the 
ground  by  a blow  on  the  back  part  of  my  head,  which 
deprived  me  of  all  renfation,— In  this  deplorable  fitua- 
: tion,  expofed  to  the  rage  of  an  incenfed  barbarian,  and 
rapine  of  an  inhuman  crew,  I remained  for  fome  time; 
and  whether  any  difputes  arofe  among  them  during  the 
ftate  of  my  annihilation,  I cannot  pretend  to  determine ; 
but  in  one  particular  they  feemed  to  have  been  unanimous, 
and  acted  with  equal  dexterity  and  difpatch  ; for,  when 
I recovered  the  ufe  of  underftanding,  I found  myielt 
alone  in  a defolate  place,  ftript  of  my  clothes,  money, 
watch,  buckles,  and  every  thing  but  my  (hoes,  ftockmgs, 
breeches  and  Ihirt.— What  a difeovery  mull  this  have 
been  to  me,  who,  but  an  hour  before,  was  woith  lixty 
guineas  in  calh!  I curfed  the  hour  of  my  birth,  the  pa- 
rents that  gave  me  being,  the  lea  that  did  not  fwallovv 
me  up,  the  poniard  of  the  enemy,  which  could  not  find 
the  way  to  my  heart,  the  villainy  of  thofe  who  had  left 
me  ill  that  miferable  condition  ; and  in  the  extacy  ot 
delpair,  refolved  to  lie  Hill  where  I was  and  perilh. 

CHAP. 


2 THE  ADVENTURES  OF 

CHAP.  II, 

Igef  Ilf,  and  craxvl  into  a Barn,  ‘where  I am  in  Da><- 
gcr  oj  ferijhing  through  the  Fear  of  the  Country  People— 

Hhetr  Inhumanity — I am  fuccoured  by  a reputed  Witch 

Her  Story — Her  Advice — She  recommends  me  as  a Falet 
to  afingle  Lady,  nuhoje  Charader  Jbe  explains. 

T as  I lay  luminating,  my  pafllon  infenf.bly  abated, 
I confidered  my  fituation  in  quite  another  light  from 
that  m which  it  appeared  to  me  at  firft,  and  the  refult 
of  my  deliberation  vvas,  to  rife  if  I could,  and  crawl  to 
the  next  inhabited  place  for  aflTiftance. — With  fome  dif- 
ficulty  I got  upon  my  legs,  and,  having  examined  my 
body,  found  I had  received  no  other  injury  than  two 
large  contufed  wounds,  one  on  the  fore,  and  another  on 
the  hinder  part  of  my  head,  which  feemed  to  be  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fame  weapon  : namely,  the  butt  end  of  a 
piltol.  I looked  towards  the  fea,  but  could  difcem  no 
remains  of  the  (hip;  fo  that  I concluded  flie  was  gone 
to  piece^  and  that  thofe  who  remained  in  her,  had^pe- 
nflied  : But,  as  I afterwards  learned,  the  gunner,  who 
had  moi^  lagacity  than  Crampley,  obferving  that  it  was 
flood  when  he  left  her,  and  that  fJie  wouKd  probably 
float  at  high  water,  made  no  noife  about  getting  on 

in  hopes  ofbringin|her 
lafe  into  lome  harbour,  after  the  commander  fliould  have 

do  "'ll-' expefled,  no 

doubt,  to  be  handlomely  rewarded.  This  fcheme  he 

accoi  ing  y executed,  and  was  promifed  great  things  by 
he  admiralty,  for  faving  his  Majefty's  fhip  ; but  I neveV 

heaid  he  reaped  the  fruits  of  his  expeflation. As  for 

my  own  part,  I direfted  my  courfe  towards  a fmall 
CO  tage  I perceived,  and  in  the  road  picked  up,  a feaman’s 
old  jacket,  which  I fuppole  the  thief  who  drefTed  himfclf 

Z tZ  nway;  this  was  a very  com- 

fo  table  acquifition  to  me,  who  was  almoft  ftiff  with 

cold:  I therefore  put  it  on,  .And  as  my  natural  heat  re- 
vived,  my  wounds,  which  had  left  olF  bleeding,  burft 

I waf  niyfelf  excefllvely  exhaufted, 

I was  about  to  lie  down  in  the  fields,  when  I difcovered 

a barn 
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a barn  on  my  left  hand,  within  a few  yards  of  me  : thi- 
ther 1 made  fliift  to  llagger,  and,  finding  the  door  open, 
went  in,  but  law  nobody  ; however,  I tlirew  myldt 
upon  a trufs  of  ftraw,  hoping  to  be  foon  relieved  by 
Tome  pcrlbn  or  other. — I liad  not  lain  h'ti't:  many  mi- 
nutes, when  I law  a countryman  coming  in  with  a pitch- 
fork in  his  hand,  whiclr  he  was  on  the  point  of  thrufting 
into  the  ftraw  that  concealed  me,  and  in  all  probability, 
would  have  done  my  bufinefs,  had  I not  utteied  a 
d read  till  groan,  alter  having  eflayed  in  vain  to  Ipeak.  - 
7 his  melancholy  note  alarmed  the  clown,  who  ftarted 
back,  and,  difeovering  a body  all  belmeared  with  blood, 
ftiiod  trembling,  with  the  pitch-tork  extended  befoie 
Jiim,  his  hair  briftling  up,  his  eyes  ftaring,  his  noltrils 
dilated,  and  his  mouth  wide  open. — At  another  time  I 
ll'.juld  have  been  much  diverted  by  this  figure,  which 
preierved  the  fame  attitude  very  near  ten  minutes,  during 
Wiidi  time  I made  many  unluccetsful  efforts  to  implore 
his  companion  and  aftiftance  ; but  my  tongue  failed  me, 
and  my  language  was  only  a repetition  ot  groans  : at 
length  an  oid  man  arrived,  who,  feeing  the  other  in  Inch 
a pofture,  cried,  “ Mercy  upon  un  ! the  lead’s  he- 
witclietl  why  Dick,  beeft  thou  belayd  thyfelt  1” — 
Dick,  without  moving  his  eyes  from  the  objeft  that 
t -iTlficd  him,  replied,  “O  vather ! vather  ! here  be 
either  the  devil  or  a dead  mom  I doan’t  know  which 
on'iin,  but  a groans  woundily.” — 7'he  father,  whofe  eye 
fii;!.;  was  none  ot  the  belt,  pulled  out  his  Ipeftacles,  and, 
havin'^  applictl  them  to  his  nofe,  leconuoiteied  me  ovei 
lu^.  ioi  s (houkler  ; But  no  Iboner  did  he  behold  me, 
than  he  was  feizej  with  a fit  of  lliaking,  even  more  vio- 
Icjit  than  Dick’s,  and  with  a broken  accent  addreffed 
m;  thus  : “ In  the  name  ot  the  Vather,  Zun,  and  Holy 
Ciiioft,  I charge  you  an  you  been  Satan  to  be  gone  to 
t'l  r Red  Zea  ; "but  an  you  be  a moodered  nion,  Ipeak, 
that  you  may  have  Chrilloin  burial.” — As  I was  not  in 
a condiivon  to  latisry  him  in  this  particular,  he  lepeated 
ills  conjurati.m  to  no  purpole  ; and  they  continued  a 
F'-  d while  in  the  agonies  ot  fear. — At  length  the  fa- 
" II.  B 
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ther  propofed  tliat  the  Ibn  rtiould  draw  nearer,  and  take 
a more  di(tin6l  view  of  the  apparition  ; but  Dick  was 
of  opinion  that  his  father  rtiould  advance  fiiit,  as  bein? 
an  old  man  paft  his  labour,  and,  if  he  received  any  liiiu 
chief,  the  lofs  would  he  the  fmaller  ; whereas  he  iiiml'elf 
might  efcape  and  be  ufeful  in  his  generation. — This 
prudential  reafon  had  no  effeil  upon  the  fenior,  who 
ftill  kept  Dick  between  me  and  him. — In  the  mean  time 
I endeavoured  to  raife  one  hand  as  a fignal  of  dillrefs, 
but  had  only  ftrength  fulficient  to  produce  a ruftling 
among  the  ftraw,  which  difcompoled  the  young  peafant 
fo  much,  that  he  fprung  out  at  the  door,  and  overthrew 
his  father  in  his  flight. — The  old  gentleman  would  not 
fpend  time  in  getting  up,  but  crawled  backwards  like  a 
crab,  with  great  fpeed,  till  he  had  got  over  the  threfliold, 
mumbling  exorcifms  all  the  way. — I was  exceedingly 
mortified  to  find  myfclf  in  danger  of  perilhing  through 
the  ignorance  and  cowardice  of  thele  clowns  : and  felt 
my  fpirits  decay  apace,  when  an  old  woman  entered  the 
bam,  followed  by  the  two  fugitives,  and  with  great  in- 
trepidity advanced  to  the  place  where  I lay,  fayinc, 
if  it  be  the  devil  I fearen  not,  and  for  a dead  mon,  *a 
can  do  us  no  harm.” — When  flie  fawmy  condition,  flie 

cried,  “ Here  be  no  devil,  but  in  your  fool’s  head 

Here  be  a poor  miferable  wretch,  bleeding  to  death,  and 
if  a dies,  we  mud  be  at  the  charge  of  burying  him  ; 
therefore,  Dick,  go  vetch  the  old  wheel -harrow,  and 
puten  in,  and  carry  en  to  Goodman  Hodge’s  back-door, 
he  is  more  eable  than  we  to  lay  out  money  upon  poor 
vagrants.” — Her  advice  '.vas  taken,  and  immediately  put 
in  execution : I was  rolled  to  the  otlier  farmer’s  door, 
where  I was  tumbled  out  like  a heap  of  dung  ; and 
would  certainly  have  fallen  a prey  to  the  hogs°  if  my 
groans  had  not  difturbed  the  family,  and  brought  fomc 
of  them  out  to  view  my  fituation.  But  Hodge  relem- 
bled  the  Jew  more  than  the  good  Samaritaiif  and  order- 
ed me  to  be  carried  to  the  boufe  of  the  parfon,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  was  to  pra5Iife  as  well  as  to  preach  charity  ; 
Obferving,  that  it  was  fulKcient  for  him  to  pay  nis 
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^ata  towards  the  maintenance  of  tlie  j oor  belonging  to 
his  own  parifii. — When  I was  fet  down  at  the  vicar’s 
gate,  he  fell  into  a mighty  paflion,  and  threatened  to 
excommunicate  him  who  fent,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
brought  me,  unlefs  they  would  move  me  immediately  to 
another  place. — About  this  time  I fainted  with  the  fa- 
tigue I had  undergone,  and  afterwards  underftood  that 
I was  bandied  from  door  to  door  through  a whole  vil- 
lage, nobody  having  humanity  enough  to  adminifter  the 
It. alt  relief  to  me,  until  an  old  woman,  who  was  I'ufpefled 
of  witchcraft  by  the  neighbourhood,  hearing  of  my  dif- 
trefs,  received  me  into  ner  houfe,  and,  having  drelTed 
my  wounds,  brought  me  to  myfelf  with  cordials  of  her 
Own  preparing. — I was  treated  with  great  care  and  ten- 
dernels  by  this  grave  matron,  wJio,  alter  I had  recovered 
feme  (trength,  defired  to  know  the  particulars  of  my  laft 
difarter.  This  piece  of  fatisfaftion  I could  not  refufe 
to  one,  who  had  faved  my  life,  therefore  related  all  my 
adventures  without  exaggeration  orreferve. — She  leemed 
furpriltd  .at  the  vicifTitudes  I liad  undergone,  and  drew 
a happy  piefage  of  my  future  life  from  my  part  fuffer- 
inps,  then  launched  out  into  the  praife  of  adverbty,  with 
fo  much  ardour  and  good  fcnle,  that  I concluded  fhe 
was  a perfon  who  had  ieen  better  days,  and  conceived  a 
longing  dcfire  to  hear  her  ftory. — She  perceived  my  drift 
by  fome  words  I dropped,  and  fmiling  told  me,  there 
was  nothing  either  entertaining  or  extraordinary  in  the 
courle  of  her  fortune  ; but,  however,  flie  would  com- 
municate to  me,  in  confideration  of  the  confidence  I had 
rtpofed  in  her. — “ It  is  of  little  confequence,  (flie  faid) 
to  tell  the  names  of  my  patents,  who  are  dead  many 
year's  ago : ■ Let  it  fuffice  to  -aiTiirc  you,  they  were 
wealthy,  and  had  no  other  child  than  me  ; io  that  I was 
looked  upon  as  heirefs  to  a corifidera,ble  eftate,  and 
teaztii  with  addrefles  on  that  account.  Among  the 
number  of  my  admirers,  there  was  a young  gentleman 
of  no  fortune,  whofe  foie  dependence  was  on  his  pr  o- 
motion in  Uie  army,  in  which,  at  that  lime,  he  bore  a 
lieutenant’s  commiflron. — I conceived  an  affection  for 
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tliis  amiable  officer,  which  in  a fliort  time  encreafed  t» 
a violent  paflion,  and  without  entering  into  minute  cir- 
cumftances,  married  him  privately. — We  had  not  en- 
joyed one  another  long  in  ftolen  interviews,  when  he 
was  ordered  with  his  regiment  to  Flanders  ; hut,  before 
he  fet  out,  it  was  agreed  between  us,  that  he  fliould  de- 
clare our  marriage  to  my  father  by  letter,  and  implore 
his  pardon  for  tlie  ftep  we  had  taken  without  I'.is  appro- 
bation.— This  difcovery  was  made  while  I was  abroad 
yifiting,  and  juft  as  I was  about  to  return  home,  I re- 
ceived a letter  from  iny  father,  importing,  that  fince  I 
had  afled  fo  undutifully  and  meanly  as  to  marry  a beg- 
gar, without  his  privity  or  confent,  to  the  dil^ace  of 
his  family,  as  well  as  the  difappointment  of  his  hopes, 
he  renounced  me  to  the  miferable  fate  I had  entailed 
upon  myfelf,  and  charged  me  never  to  fet  foot  within 
his  doors  again. — rThi's  rigid  fentence  was  confirmed  by 
my  mother,  who,  in  a poftfeript,  gave  me  to  underitand, 
that  her  fentiments  were  exaflly  conformable  to  thofe  of 
my  father,  and  that  I might  fave  myfelf  the  trouble  of 
making  any  applications,  lor  her  refolutions  were  unal- 
terable.— Thunderftruck  with  my  evil  fortune,  I called 
a coach,  and  drove  to  my  huiband’s  lodgings,  where  I 
found  him  waiting  the  event  of  his  letter. — r — Though 
he  could  eafily  divine  by  my  looks  the  ifiueof  his  decla- 
tation,  he  read  with  great  fteadinefs  the  epiftle  I had  re- 
ceived ; and  with  a fmile  full  of  tendernefs,  which  I 
fliall  never  forget,  embraced  me,  faying,  I believe  the 
good  lady,  your  mother,  might  have  fpared  herfelf  the 
trouble  of  the  laft  part  of  her  poftfeript. — Well,  my 
dear  Betty,  you  muft  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  a coach, 
till  I can  procure  the  command  of  a regim^t. — This 
unconcerned  behaviour,  while  it  enabled  me  to  fupport 
jny  reverfe  of  fortune,  at  the  fame  time  endeared  him  to 
me  the  more,  by  convincing  me  of  his  difinterefted  views 
in  efpoufing  me. — I was  next  day  boarded,  in  company 
with  the  wife  of  another  officer,  who  had  long  been  the 
friend  and  confidant  of  my  hulband,  at  a village  not  far 
from  frondon,  where  they  p.arted  frqm  us  in  the  moft 
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nithlnsj  tnannerj  went  to  Flinders,  (ind  were  killed  in 
fight  of  cne  another,  at  the  battle  of  the  Wood.— Why 
(liould  I tire  you  with  a defeription  of  our  unutterable 
fcri'ow  at  thefatal  news  of  this  event,  the  remembrance 
of  which  now  fills  my  aged  eyes  with  tears  1— When  our 
grief  fubfided  a little,  and  refleaion  came  to  our  aid,  we 
found  ourl'clves  deferted  by  the  whole  world,  and  m 
danger  of  perilhing  by  want : Whereupon  we  '"ade  ap- 
plication for  the  penfion,  and  were  put  upon  the  liit. 
Then  vowing  eternal  friendfhip,  fold  our  jewels  and 
fuperfluous  clothes,  retired  to  this  place  (which  is  the 
county  of  Suffex)  bought  this  little  houfe,  where  we  lived 
many  vears  in  a folitary  manner,  indulging  our  mutual 
forrow’,  till  it  pleafed  heaven  to  call  away  my  compa- 
nion two  years  ago,  fince  which  time  I have  lingeiecl 
cut  an  unhappy  being,  in  hopes  of  a fpeedy  diffolution, 
when  I promife  myfelf  the  eternal  reward  of  all  my 
cares.— In  the  mean  time  I mud  inform  you  of  the  clia- 
rafter  1 bear  araong  the  neighbours  : — My  converfa- 
tion  being  different  from  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village,  my  recliife  way  of  life,  my  fkill  in  curing  diu 
tempers,  which  I acquired  from  books  fince  I fettled 
here,  and  laftly,  my  age,  have  made  the  common  peo- 
pie  look  upon  me  as  foinething  preternatural  5 and  1 am 
aaiially  at  this  hour  believed  to  be  a witch.  The  par- 
fon  of  the  parilh,  whofe  acquaintance  I have  not  been 
at  much  pains  to  arltivate,  taking  umbrage  at  my  fup- 
pofed  difi  cfpeid,  has  contributed  nqt  a little  towards  the 
confirmation  of  this  opinion,  by  dropping  certain  hints 
to  my  prejudice  among  the  vulgar,  who  are  alfo 
much  fcandallzcd  at  my  entertaining  this  poor  tabby 
cat  with  the  collar  about  her  neck,  which  was  aiavourite 
of  my  deceafed  companion.” 

The  whole  behaviour  of  this  venerable  perfon  was  lo 
primitive,  innocent,  fenfibje,  and  humane,  that  I con- 
traaed  a filial  refpea  for  her,  and  begged  her  advice 
with  regard  to  my  future  condua,  as  foon  as  I was  in  a 
condition  lo  aa  for  rnyfelf— She  diffuaded  me'  from  a 
defign  1 had  formed  of  travelling  to  London,  in  hopes  of 
“ B z retrieving 
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retrieving  my  clothes  and  pay,  by  returning  to  myfliip, ' 
which  by  this  time,  I read  in  the  news-).apers,  was 
lafely  arrived  in  the  river  Thames:  “ Becaule  (faidflie) 
you  run  the  hazard  of  being  treated  not  only  as  a de- 
lerter,  in  quitting  the  floop,  but  alfo  as  a mutineer,  in 
afl^ulting  your  commanding  officer,  to  the  'malice  of 
whole  revenge  you  will  moreover  be  expofed.” — She 
then  promifed  to  recommend  me  as  a I'ervant  to  a finglc 
lady  of  her  acquaintance,  who  lived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood with  her  nephew,  who  was  a young  fox  hunterof 
great  fortune,  where  I might  be  very  happy,  provided 
I could  bear  the  difpofition  and  manners  of  mv  miftrefs, 
which  were  Ibmewhat  whimfical  and  particular. — But 
above  all  things,  flie  counfelled  me  to  conceal  my  ftory, 
the  knowledge  of  which  would  effeclually^poifon  my  en- 
tertainment j for  it  was  a maxim  amongll  moft  people 
of  condition,  that  no  gentleman  in  diftrefs  ought  to  be 
admitted  into  a family,  as  a domeftic,  left  he  become 
proud,  lazy,  and  inlblent.-r-I  was  fain  to  embrace  this 
humble  propofal,  becaufe  my  affairs  were  dcfper.ite,  and 
in  a few  days  was  hired  by  this  lady,  toferve  in  quality 
of  her  footman  having  been  reprefented  by  my  hoftefs 
as  a young  man  who  was  bred  up  to  the  fea  by  his  rela- 
tions againft  his  will,  and  hadfuffered  fliipwrcck,  which 
had  increafed  his  dilgtift  to  that  way  ot  life  fo  much, 
that  he  rather  chole  to  go  to  fervice  on  fliore,  than  enter 
himfelf  on  board  of  any  other  ftiip. — Before  I took  pof- 
feftion  of  my  place,  Ihe  gave  me  a fketch  of  my  miftrefs’s 
chara6fcr,  that  I might  know  better  how  to  regulate 
•my  condufl. — “ Your  lady  (faid  (lie)  is  a maiden  of 
forty  years,  not  fo  remarkable  for  her  beauty  as  her 
learning  and  tafte,  which  is  famous  all  over  the  countr}^ 
— Indeed  (lie  is  a perfeff  female  ‘virtuojo,  and  fo  eager 
after  the  purluit  of  knowledge,  that  (he  neglefls  her 
perfon  even  to  a degree  of  llultilhners  ; this  negligence, 
together  with  her  contempt  of  the  male  part  of  the  crea- 
tion, gives  her  nephew  no  great  concern,  as  by  thefe 
means,  he  will  probably  keep  her  fortune,  which  is  con- 
fjderable,  in  the  family.  He  therefore  permits  her  to 
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lOive  in  her  own  way,  which  is  I'oinething  extraordinary, 
Band  gratifies  her  in  all  her  whiinfical  defires.  Hei  apait- 
:ment  is  at  tome  ditlance  from  the  other  inhabited  parts 
lof  tlie  houl'e  j and  confift  ot  a dining- room,  b^-chainbei , 
and  ftudy.  She  keeps  a cook,  maid,  waiting- woman, 
and  footman  ot  her  own,  and  feldom  eats  or  converles 
■ with  any  of  her  family  but  her  niece,  who  is  a veiy 
I lovely  creature,  and  humours  her  aunt  often  to  the  pre- 
judice of  her  own  health,  by  fettiug  up  with  her  whole 
nights  together  ; for  your  miftrel's  is  too  much  ot  a 
philolopher  to  be  Iwayed  by  the  cufioms  of  the  world, 
and  neyer  lleepsor  eats  like  other  people  .—Among  other 
odd  notions,  (he  profeffes  the  principles  ot  Roficrucius,  - 
and  believes  the  earth,  air,  and  fea,  are  inhabited  by  m- 
vifiblc  beings,  with  whom  it  is  poflible  for  the  human 
fpecies  to  entertain  correfpondence  and  intimacy  on  the 
ealy  condition  of  living  chafte. — As  file  hopes  one  day 
to  be  admitted  into  an  acquaintance  of  this  kind,  fhe  no 
looner  heard  of  me  and  my  cat,  than  fliepaid  me  a vifit, 
with  a view,  as  (lie  fince  owned,  to  be  introduced  to  my 
famiiiar  , and  was  greatly  mortified  to  find  herfelt  difap- 
pointed  in  her  expeflaticn.  Being,  by  this  vifionary 
turn  of  mind,  abftrafted  as  it  were  from  the  vVorld,  (he 
cannot  advert  to  the  common  occurrences  of  life ; and 
therefore  is  frequently  lb  abfent  as  to  commit  very  (trang« 
miftakes  and  extravagancies,  which  you  will  do  well  to 
reclify  and  repair,  as  your  prudence  (hall  luggeft.” 
CHAP.  III. 

My  Receplien  by  that  Lady—  I become  enamoured  of 
KarciJJh— Recount  the  Particulars  of  tny  laj}  Misfortune— 
Acquire  the  good  Opinion  of  my  Mijirefs — An  Account  oj 
the  young  Squire — 1 am  made  acquainted  axiiih'incne  Pai- 
ticuiars  of  Narcijfa's  Situation — Conceive  a mortal  hatred 
againjl  Sir  Timothy — Examine  my  Lady's  Library  and 
Performances — Her  extravagant  Behaviour . 

Fraught  with  thefe  uleful  in(tru6lions,  I repaired 
to  the  place  of  her  habitation,  and  was  introduced 
by  the  waiting- woman  to  the  prel'ence  of  my  lady,  who 
had  not  befoie  leen  me.— She  fat  in  her  ftudy,  with  one 
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foot  on  the  ground,  and  the  other  upon  a high  ftool  at 
foine  diftance  from  her  feat : her  fandy  locks  hung  down 
in  a diforder,  I cannot  call  beautiful,  from  her  head, 
which  was  depriveu  of  its  coif,  for  the  benefit  of  fcratch- 
ing  with  one  hand,  while  fiie  held  the  ftump  of  a pen 
in  the  other.  Her  forehead  was  high  and  wrinkled ; her 
eyes  were  large,  grey,  and  prominent;  her  nofe  was 
long,  (harp,  and  aquiline;  her  mouth  of  vaft  capacity; 
her  vifage  meagre  and  freckled,  and  her  chin  peeked  like 
a flioe-maker’s  paring-knife;  her  upper  lip  contained 
a large  quantity  of  plain  Spanifh,  which,  by  continual 
falling,  had  embroidered  her  neck,  that  was  not  natu- 
rally very  white,  aTtd  the  bread  of  her  gown,  that  flowed 
loole  about  her  with  a negligence  tnily  poetic,  difcovering 
linen  that  was  very  fine,  and,  to  all  appearance,  never 
waftied  but  in  Caftalian  dreams. — Around  her  lay  heaps 
of  books,  globes,  quadrants,  lelefcopes,  and  other 
learned  apparatus.  Her  fnuff  box  flood  at  her  right 
hand,  at  her  left-hand  lay  her  handkerchief,  fufliciently 
ufed,  and  a convenience  to  fpit  in,  appeared  on  one  fide  of 
her  chair. — She  being  in  a reverie  when  we  entered,  the 
maid  did  not  think  proper  to  didurb  her;  fo  that  we 
waited  fome  minutes  unobferved,  during  which  time 
ftie  bit  the  quill  feveral  times,  altered  her  pofition,  made 
many  wry  faces,  and  at  lengthy  with  an  air  of  triumph, 
j epeated  aloud : 

“ Nor  dare  th’  immortal  gods  my  rage  oppofe.” 

Having  committed  her  fuccefs  to  paper,  /he  turned  to- 
wards the  door,  and,  perceiving  us,  cried,  “ What’s  the 
matter?” — “Here's  the  young  man  (replied  my  con - 
duftrefs)  whom  Mrs.  S.igely  recommended  as  a footman 
to  your  lady/hip.”  On  this  information  /he  dai-ed  in 
my  face  a confiderable  time,  and  then  alked  my  name, 
which  I thought  proper  to  conceal  under  that  of  John 
Brown — After  having  furveyed  me  with  a curious  eye, 
/lie  broke  out  info  “ O ! ay,  thou  wad  Ihipwreck’d,  I 
remember,— —Whether  didtt  thou  come  on  /hore  on  the 
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b.ck  of  a O.-  a dolphin -To  tins  I anfotml, 

I had  I'wam  a^ore  without  any  alliance.— Then  th. 
demanded  to  know  if  I had  ever  been  at  the  Helle^ont, 
and  Iwam  from  Seftos  to  Abydos.  I reph^  ""f 

eative.  Upon  which,  (lie  bade  the  maid  order  a fmt  of 
Tew  livery  for  me,  and  infti-uft  me  m the  articles  of  my 
duty ; lb  faying,  ilie  fpit  in  her  fnuff-box, 
nofe  with  her  cap,  which  lay  on  the  table,  mftead  of  an 
handkerchief.  We  returned  to  the  kitchen,  where  I was 
reaaled  by  the  maids,  who  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other 
in^’exprefling  their  regard  tor  me ; and  from  them  I un- 
derfto^odihat  my  bufmefs.  confifted  in  cleaning  knives 
and  forks,  laying  the  cloth,  waiting  at  table,  caiiyi  g 
melTages,  and  attending  my  lady  when  (he  went  abroad  . 
There  was  a good  (hit  or  livery  in  the  houle,  wnich  had 
bclcnaed  to  my  predecelfor  deceafed,  ana  fitted  me  ex- 

aaiv^  lb  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  employing  a 

tavlor  on  my  account.-I  had  not  long  been  equipped  m 
this  manner,  when  my  lady’s  bell  rung  ; npon  which,  I 
ran  up  (lairs,  and  found  her  ftalking  about  tlie  ic»m 
her  (hift  and  under-petticoat  only.  I would  have  imme- 
diately retired  as  became  me,  hut  (he  bid  me  come  in,  and 
air  a clean  (liift  for  her;  which  operation  I having  pei- 
formed  with  fome  backwardnefs,  (he  put  it  on  before 
me  without  any  ceremony,  and  I verily  believe  was  ig- 
norant of  my  fex  all  that  time,  as  being  quite  ablorbed  iii 
contemplation.— About  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  1 
was  ordereil  to  lay  the  cloth,  and  place  tvvo  covers, 
which  I underftood  were  for  my  miftrefs  and  her  niece, 
whom  I had  not  as  yet  feen.  Though  I was  not  yeiy 
dextrous  at  this  work,  I performed  it  pretty  well  for  a 
beginner : and  when  dinner  v/as  upon  the  table,  faw  my 
millrefs  approach,  accompanied  by  theyoung 
name  for  the  prefent  (hall  be  Narci(ra.---So  mucli  iweet- 
nefs  appeared  in  the  countenance  and  carnage  of  this 
amiable  apparition,  that  my  heart  was  captivated  at  fu 
fmht,  and,  while  dinner  lafted,  I gazed  upon  her  without 
inlermifTion.-Her  age  feemed  to  be  feveiitcen,  her  (fa- 
ture  tali,  her  fliape  unexceptionable  ; hei  haii,  ttm^ie^ 
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down  upon  her  ivory  neck  in  ringlets,  black,  as  jet:  her 
arched  eye-brows  ot  the  fame  colour;  her  eyes  piercing, 
yet  tender;  her  lips  ot  the  conditence  and  hue  of  cher- 
ries ; her  complexion  clear,  delicate,  and  healthy  ; her 
afpedt  noble,  ingenuous,  and  humane ; and  her  whole  per- 
fon  fo  ravilhingly  delightful,  that  it  was  imijollibic  for 
any  creature,  endued  with  (cnfibility,  to  fee  witiioiit  ad- 
miring, and  admire  without  loving  her  to  excels  ! I be- 
gan to  curfe  the  fervile  ftation  that  placed  me  lo  far  be- 
neath the  regard  ot  this  idol  of  my  adoration ! and  yet  I 
blefled  my  fate,  that  enabled  me  to  enjoy  dady  the  fight 
of  fo  much  perfection!  When  (he  I'poke,  I lifteiicd  with 
pleafure ; but  when  tlie  fpeke  to  me,  my  Ibul  was  thril- 
led w'ith  an  extafy  of  tumultuous  joy ! I was  even  ib  happy 
as  to  be  the  fubjtdf  of  their  converfation.  For  Narciffa 
having  oblerved  me,,  faid  to  her  aunt,  “ I fee  your  new 
footman  is  come.”  Then  addrelTing  herfelf  to  me, 
alked  with  ineffable  complacency,  if  I was  the  perfen 
who  had  been  fo  cruelly  ufed  by  robbers  ? When  I fa- 
tisfied  her  in  this,  fl’.e  expreffed  a defire  of  knowing  the 
other  particulars  of  my  fortune  both  before  and  lince  my 
being  Ihipwrecked.  Hereupon  (as  Mrs.  Sagely  had 
counftlled  me)  I told  her  that  I had  been  bound  apprentice 
to  the  mailer  of  a (hip,  contrary  to  my  inclination,  which 
(hip  had  foundered  at  fca ; — that  I and  four  more,  who 
chanced  to  be  on  deck  when  (he  went  down,  made  flfift 
to  fwim  to  the  (liore,  when  my  companions,  after  hav- 
ing overpowered  me,  (Iript  me  to  the  fliirt,  and  left  me, 
as  they  imagined,  dead  of  the  wounds  I received  in  my 
own  defence.  Then  I related  the  circumftances  of  my 
being  found  in  a barn,  with  the  inhuman  treatment  I 
met  with  from  the  country  people  and  parfon  ; the  de- 
feription  of  which,  1 perceived,  drew  tears  from  the 
charming  creature’s  eyes  ? — When  I had  finilhed  my  re- 
cital, my  millrefs  faid,  “ M/t  foy ! le  garcon  eji  kirn 
fait!"  To  which  opinion  Narcifla  afl'ented,  with  a 
compliment  to  my  underftanding  in  the  lame  language, 
that  flattered  my  vanity  extremely. 

The  converfation,  among  other  fubjefls,  turned  upO‘^ 

th- 
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the  young  (ciulre,  whom  my  laily  emjuired  after,  under 
the  title  of  the  Savage  ; and  was  inioi  med  by  her  iiiece, 
that  he  was  ttill  in  bed,  repairing  the  fatigue  of  lalt 
night’s  debauc'n,  and  recruiting  Itrength  anil  fpirits  to 
undergo  a fox- chace  to  morrow  n orning,  in  company 
with  Sir  Timothy  Thicket,  Squire  Bumper,  and  a great 
many  other  gentlemen  of  tlie  fame  llamp,  whom  he  had 
invited  cn  that  occafion;  fo  that  by  day- break,  the 
whole  houfe  world  be  in  an  uproar. — Phis  was  a veiy 
difagreeable  piece  of  news  to  the  ‘VtTtuofo,  who  protefted 
(he  would  ftuff  her  ears  with  cotton  when  (lie  went  to 
bed,  and  take  a dole  of  opium  to  make  her  fleep  the 
more  found,  that  (he  migiu  not  be  difturbed  and  dif- 
Iraded  by  the  clamour  of  the  brutes. 

Wiien  their  dinner  was  over,  I and  my  fellow-fer- 
▼ants  fet  down  to  ours  in  the  kitclien,  where  I under- 
ftood  that  Sir  Timothy  Thicket  v/as  a wealthy  knight 
in  the  neighbourhood,  between  whom  and  Narcifla  a 
match  had  been  projefted  by  her  brother,  who  promifed 
at  the  fame  time  to  el'poule  Sir  Timotliy’s  filler:’  by 
which  means,  as  their  fortunes  were  pretty  equal,  the 
young  ladies  would  be  provided  for,  anc  their  biotheis 
be  never  the  poorer  : but  that  the  ladies  did  not  concur 
in  the  feheme,  each  of  them  entertaining  a hearty  con- 
tempt for  the  perfon  allotted  to  her  for  a hufband,  by 
this  agreement. — This  information  begat  in  me  a mor- 
tal avcriion  to  Sir  Timothy,  whom  I looked  upon  as  my 
rival,  and  curfed  in  my'  heart  for  his  prefumption. 
Next  morning  by  day-break,  being  awakened  by  the 
neife  of  the  hunters  and  hounds,  I rofe  to  view  the  ca- 
valcade, and  had  a Gght  of  my  competitor,  whole  accom- 
pillhnien's  (the  eftate  excluded)  did  not  feem  brilliant 
enough  to  give  me  much  uneafinefs  with  refpeft  to  Nar- 
c.'ii'a,  v.-!io,  I flattered  myfelf,  was  not  to  be  won  by  fuch 
qualifications  as  he  was  mailer  of,  either  as  to  perfon  or 
mind.— My  miftrefs,  notwithftanding  her  precaution, 
was  fo  much  difturbed  by  her  nephew’s  company,  that 
file  did  not  rile  till  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  ; fo  that 
1 iiad  aa  opportunity  of  c.'camining  her  ftudy  at  leifure. 
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to  which  examination  I was  ftron^ly  prompted  by  mv 
ciiriofity. — Here  I found  a thoufand  fcraps  of  her  own 
poetry,  confiftlngof  three,  four,  ten,  twelve,  and  twenty 
lines,  on  an  infinity  of  fubje£ls,  which,  as  whim  in* 
fpired,  fhe  had  begun,  without  conftancy  or  capacity  to 
bring  to  any  degree  of  compofition.  But  what  was 
very  extraordinary  in  a female  poet,  there  was  not  the 
lealt  mention  made  of  love  in  any  of  her  performances. 

I counted  fragments  of  five  tragedies,  the  titles  of  which 
were,  “ The  Stern  Philofopher. — The  double  Mur- 
der.— The  Sacrilegious  Traitor. — The  Fall  of  Lu- 
cifer ; — And  the  Lad  Day.”  From  whence  I gathered 
that  her  difpofition  was  gloomy,  and  her  imagination 
delighted  withobjefts  of  horror. — Her  librarj’  was  com- 
pofed  of  the  beft  Englifli  liiftorians,  poets,  and  pliiJofo- 
phers  ; of  all  the  French  critics  and  poets,  and  of  a few 
books  in  Italian,  chiefly  poetry,  at  the  head  of  which 
were  Taflb  and  Ariofto,  pretty  much  ufed.  Befidcs 
thefe,  tranflations  of  the  claflics  into  French,  but  not  one* 
book  in  Greek  or  Latin  ; acircumftance  that  difeovered 
her  ignorance  in  thefe  languages. — After  having  taken 
a full  view  of  this  collection,  I retired,  and  at  the  ufual 
time  was  preparing  to  lay  the  cloth,  when  I was  told  by 
the  maid  that  her  miltrefs  was  (till  in  bed,  and  had  been 
fo  aflfefted  by  the  notes  of  the  hounds  in  the  morning, 
that  (he  aaually  believed  herfelf  a hare  befet  by  the  hun- 
ters j and  begged  a few  greens  to  munch  for  breakfall. 
When  I expre(redmyfurprile.at  this  unaccountable  ima- 
gination, (he  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  her  lady  was 
very  much  fubject  to  whims  of  this  nature  ; Ibmetimcs 
fancying  herfelf  an  animal,  Ibmctimes  a piece  of  furni- 
ture, during  which  conceited  transformations,  it  was 
very  dangerous  to  come  near  her,  Specially  when  (lie 
reprefented  a beaft  ; for  that  lately,  in  the  charaifei  of  a 
cat,  (he  had  flown  at  her  and  I'cratched  her  face  in  a ter- 
rible manner  ; that  Come  months  ago  flic  prophelled 

the  general  conflagration  was  at  hand,  and  nothing  would 
be  able  to  quench  it  but  her  w.iter,  which  therefore  (he 
kept  lb  long  chat  her  life  was  in  danga-  j and  (he  muff 

needs 
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needs  have  died  of  the  retention,  had  they  not  found  an 
expedient  to  make  her  evacuate,  by  kindling  a bonfire 
under  her  chamber-window,  and  perfuading  her  that  the 
houl’e  was  in  flames  j upon  which,  with  great  delibera- 
tion, flie  bade  them  bring  all  the  tubs  and  veflels  they 
could  find,  to.be  filled,  for  the  prelervation  of  the  houfe, 
into  one  of  which  flie  immediately  dlfcharged  the  caule 
of  her  diftemper.  ■■■-!  was  alio  informed,  that  nothing 
cor.tribnted  lo  much  to  the  recovery  ot  her  reafon,  as 
mufic,  which  was  always  adminilfered  on  thofe  occa- 
fions  by  Narcifi'a,  who  played  perfeftly  well  on  the  harp- 
lichord,  and  to  whom  fhe  (the  maid)  was  juft  then  going 
to  intimate  her  aunt’s  dilorder. — She  was  no  Iboner 
gone,  than  I was  fummoned  by  the  bell  to  my  lady’s 
cliamber,  where  I found  her  fitting  fquat  on  her  arms, 
on  the  floor,  in  the  manner  of  pufs  when  flie  liftens  to  the 
outcries  ot  herpurluers. — When  I appeared,  (he  ftarted 
up  with  an  alarmed  look,  and  I'prung  to  the  otlier  fide 
ot  the  room  to  avoid  me,  whom  without  doubt,  fhe  mil- 
took  for  a beagle  thrilling  after  her  life. — Perceiving  her 
extreme  confiifion,  I retired,  and  on  the  ftair-cal'e  met 
the  adorable  Narcifla  coming  up,  to  whom  I imparted 
the  fituation  of  my  miftrels  ; flie  faid  not  a word,  but 
fmiling  with  unfpeakable  grace,  went  into  her  aunt’s 
apartment,  and  in  a little  time  my  ears  were  raviflied 

witli  the  effefls  of  her  Ikill. She  accompanied  the 

inftrument  with  a voice  fo  I'weet  and  melodious,  that  I 
did  not  wonder  at  the  furprifing  change  it  produced  on 
the  fpirits  of  my  miftrels,  which  were  loon  compofed  to 
peace  and  I'ober  refleftion. 

About  feven  o’clock,  the  hunters  arrived,  with  the 
(kins  of  two  foxes  and  one  badger  carried  before  them 
as  trophies  of  their  fuccefs.  And  when  they  were  about 
to  fit  down  at  dinner  (or  fupper)  Sir  Timothy  Thicket 
defired  that  Narcifi'a  would  honour  the  table  with  her 
prefence ; but  this  rtqueft,  notwithftanding  her  bro- 
ther’s threats  and  intreaties,  fhe  refufed,  on  pretence  of 
attending  her  aunt,  who  was  indifpofed  ; fo  I enjoyed 
tl.  ■ fatisfaflion  of  feeing  my  rival  mortified.:  But  this 
VoL.  II.  C difappoint- 
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tiil'appointment  made  no  great  iniprefTion  on  him,  who  con- 
loled  himlclf  witli  the  bottle,  oi  which  the  whole comp  itiy 
became  lb  enamourtni,  that,  after  a moll  horrid  npioar 
of  laughing.  Tinging,  fwearing,  dancing,  and  figiuirg, 
tliey  were  all  carried  to  bed  in  a Hate  ol  utter  oblivion. 
—My  duty  being  altogether  detached  from  the  'Squire 
and  his  family.  I led  a pretty  ealy  and  comfortable  life, 
drinking  daily  intoxicating  draughts  of  love  from  the 
charms  of  Narciffa,  which  brightened  on  my  contempla- 
tion every  day  more  and  mori.. — Inglorious  as  my  pre» 
lent  llation  was,  I became  blind  to  my  own  unworthi- 
nefs,  and  even  conceived  hopes  of  one  day  enjoying  this 
amiable  creature,  whofe  affability  greatly  encouraged 
thefe  piefumptuous  thoughts. 

CHAP.  IV. 

My  Mijlrefs  is  furprifed  at  my  Learning — Cemmuni- 
caies  her  Performances  to  me — I impart  fame  of  mine  to  her 
— Am  mortified  at  her  faint  Fraife — Narciffa  crppro-ves  of 
my  ConduQ — I gain  an  involuntary  Conqueji  over  the 
Cook-lVench  and  Dairy- Maid — Their  mutual  Refentmeni 
and.lnfinuations — The  Jealoufly  of  the  Lovers. 
"T^LIKING  this  feafon  of  love  and  tranquillity,  mv 
mule,  which  had  lain  dormant  fo  long,  awoke,  and 
produced  leveral  fmall  performances  on  the  fubjefl  of 
my  flame : But  as  it  concerned  me  nearly  to  remain 
undil'covered  in  my  real  charafler  and  fentiments,  I w'as 
under  a neceflity  of  mortifying  my  delire  of  praife,  by 
confining  my  works  to  my  own  penifal  and  applaufe. 
i — In  the  mean  time  I ftrove  to  infinuate  myfelf  into  the 
good  opinion  of  both  ladies  ; and  fucceeded  lb  well,  by 
my  diligence  and  dutiful  behaviour,  that  in  a little  time, 
I was  at  leaft  a favourite  fervant,  and  frequently  en- 
joyed the  opportunity  of  hearing  my  name  mentioned 
in  French  and  Italian,  with  fome  degree  of  warmth  and 
furprife,  by  the  dear  objefl  of  all  my  willies,  as  a perfon 
who  had  fo  much  of  the  gentleman  in  my  appearance 
and  difeourfe,  that  Ihe  could  not  for  her  foul,  treat  me 
like  a common  lacquey. — My  piaidence  and  modefly 
were  not  long  proof  againlt  thefe  bewitching  compli. 

ments 
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jnents.  One  day,  while  I waited  at 
verlation  turned  tiiion  a knotty  paflage  ot  TaUo 
ruialein,  which,  it  kenis  had  puzzled  them  both:  Alter 
a sreat  many  unl'atisfaaory  conjeaures,  n.y  miltrcls 
taking  the  book  out  of  her  pocket,  turned  up  to  the 
place  in  queftion,  and  read  the  lentence  over  and  over 
without  luccefs  ; at  length,  defpainng  ot  finding  the 
author’s  meaning,  (he  turned  to  me,  laying  Lome 
hither,  Bruno,  let  us  fee  what  fortune  will  do  tor  us  i L 
will  interpret  to  thee  what  goes  before  and  what 
this  cbfeure  paragraph,  the  particular  words  ot  which  I 
will  alfo  explain,  that  theu  mayeft,  by  cornparmg  one 
with  another,  guefs  the  fenfe  ot  that  which  perplexes 

us.” I was  too  vain  to  let  flip  this  opportunity  ot  dil- 

plaiino-  my  talents,  therefore,  without  helitation,  react 
and  explained  the  whole  of  that  which  had  difconcerted 
them,  to  the  utter  aftoniftiment  ot  both. — Narcifia’s  face 
and  lovely  neck  were  overfpread  with  blulhes,  from 
which  I drew  a favourable  omen  ; while  her  aunt,  after 
having  flared  at  me  a good  while,  with  a look  of  amaze- 
ment, exclaimed,  “ In  the  name  of  heaven!  Who  art 
thou?” — I told  lier  I had  picked  up  a Imattenng  ot 
Italian,  during  a voyage  up  the  flraits.— At  this  expla- 
nation flie  (hook  her  head,  and  obferved,  that  no  Irnat- 
tcrer  could  read  as  I had  done. — She  then  denied  to 
know  it  I underftood  French  ? — To  which  quettion  I 
anfv/ered  in  the  afflrmative : She  afked,  if  I was  ac- 
quainted with  the  Latin  and  Greek?- 1 replied,  ‘‘An- 
tic.”— “ Oho!  (continued  (lie)  and  with  philofophy 
and  mathematics,  I (iippofe  ?” — I owned  I knevv  forae- 

thing  of  each.  Then  (lie  repeated  her  flare  and  inter- 

ro'^ation.— I began  to  repent  of  my  vanity,  .and  in  or- 
der to  repair  the  fault  I had  committed,  faid  it  was  not 
to  be  v/ondered  at  if  I bad  a tolerable  education,  for 
learning  was  fo  cheap  in  my  country,  that  eveiy  pealant 
was  a fcholar  5 but  I hoped  her  ladyfliip  would  think 
my  undtrftanding  no  exception  to  my  charafler— - -She 
was  pleafed  to  aniwer,  “ No,  no;  God  forbid.  But 
during  therefl  of  the  time  they  fat  at  table,  they  behaved 
with  remarkable  referve.  C z This 
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This  alteration  gave  me  great  uneafinefs  : and  I paffed 
the  night  without  fleep,  in  melancholy  rtfleflions  on  the 
vanity  of  young  men,  which  prompts  them  to  commit 
fb  many  foolithaftions,  contrary  to  their  own  fober  judg- 
ment.— Next  day,  however,  inttead  of  profiting  by  this 
lelf- condemnation,  I yielded  ftill  more  to  the  diftates  of 
tlie  principle  I had  endeavoured  to  chaftife,  and  if  for- 
tune had  not  befriended  me  more  than  prudence  could  ex- 
peCl,  I fliould  have  been  treated  with  the  contempt  it  de- 

ferved  ; After  breakfaft,  my  lady,  who  was  a true 

author,  bade  me  follow  her  into  the  ftudy,  where  the  cx- 
prefled  herleif  thus : “ Since  you  are  fo  learned,  you  can- 
not be  void  of  tafte ; therefore  I am  to  defire  your  opi- 
nion of  a fmall  performance  in  poetrj",  which  I lately 
compofed. — You  muft  know  I have  planned  a tragedy, 
the  tuhjeft  of  which  tliall  be  the  murder  of  a prince  be- 
fore th6  altar,  where  he  is  bufy  at  his  devotions. — After 
the  deed  is  perpetrated,  the  regicide  will  harangue  the 
people  with  the  bloody  dagger  in  his  hand ; and  I have 
already  compoled  a fpeech,  which  I think  will  fuit  the 

•chara6lef  e^rtremely — Here  it  is.” Then  taking  up  a 

fcrap  of  paper,  tlie  read  with  violent  emphalls  and  gef- 
ture,  as  follows : 

“ Thus  have  I fent  the  fimple  king  to  hell. 
Without  a coffin,  fliroud,  or  paffing  bell: 

To  me,  what  are  divine  and  human  laws  ? 

I court  no  fan£lionbut  my  own  applaufel 
Kapes,  robb’ries,  treafons,  yield  my  foul  delight; 
And  human  carnage  gratifies  my  fight : 

I drag  the  parent  by  the  hoary  hair,  '> 

And  tofs  the  fprawling  infant  on  my  fpear,  !> 
While  the  fond  mother’s  cries  regale  mine  ear. 

I fight,  I vanquifli,  murder  friends  and  foes ; 

Nor  dare  th’  immortal  Gods  my  rage  oppofe.” 

Though  I did  great  violence  to  my  under ftanding  in 
praifing  this  unnatural  rhapfody,  I neverthelefs  extolled 
it  as  a produ£lion  that  of  itfelf  deferred  immortal  fame : 
and  bcfouglit  her  ladylhip  to  blcfs  the  world  with  the 

fruits 
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[•fruits  of  thofe  uncommon  talents  heaven  had  beftowcd 
t upon  her— She  fmiled  with  a look  of  fclf  complacency, 

! and  encouraged  by  the  incenfe  I had  offered,  commv.riW 
L cated  all  her  poetical  woiks,  which  I applauded,one  by 
1 one,  with  as  little  cadouras  I had  fliewn  at  firft.— Sa- 
tiated with  my  flattery,  which  I hope,  my  fituation  jnfti- 
fied,  (he  could  not  in  confcience  refufe  me  an  opport^unity 
. of  fhining  in  my  turn : and  therefore,  after  a compli- 
ment to  my  nice  difcernment  and  tafle,  obferved,  that 
> doiibtlefs  I muft  have  produced  fomething  in  that  way 
myfclf,  which  (he  defired  to  fee. — This  was  a tempta- 
tion 1 could  by  no  means  refill. — I owned  that  while  I ^ 
was  at  college,  I wrote  fome  i'mall  detached  pieces,  at 
the  defire  of  a friend  who  was  in  love  ; and  at  her  requeft 
repeated  the  following  verfes,  which  indeed  my  love  fop 
Narcifla  had  infpired. 

On  Celia  playing  on  the  harpficbord,  and  finging. 

I. 

When  Sappho  ftruck  the  quiv’ring  wire, 

The  throbbing  bread  was  all  on  fire ; 

And  when  (he  rais’d  the  vocal  lay. 

The  captive  foul  was  charm’d  away  1 

II. 

But  had  the  nymph  poffed,  with  thefe, 

Thy  fofter,  chader  pow’r  to  pleafe, 

Thy  beauteous  air  of  fprightly  youth. 

Thy  native  fmiles  of  artlefs  truth, 

III. 

The  wom  of  grief  had  never  prey’d 
On  the  forfaken,  love-fick  maid  ; 

Nor  had  (he  mourn’d  an  haplefs  flame, 

Nor  da(h’d  on  rocks  her  tender  frame. 

. -1  My  midrefs  paid  me  a cold  compliment  on  my  verfl- 
fication,  which,  (he  faid,  was  elegant  enough,  but  the 
fubjeft  beneath  the  pen  of  a true  poet.  I was  extremely 
nettled  at  her  indifference,  and  looked  at  NarcKTa,  who 
by  this  time  bad  joined  us,  for  her  approbation,  but  (he 

C 3 declined 
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declined  giving  her  opinion,  protetting  ftie  was  no  judge 
of  thefe  matters : So  that  I was  forced  to  retire,  very 
much  baulked  in  my  expectation,  which  was  generally 
a little  too  fanguine.  In  the  afternoon,  however,  the 
wailing-maid  alTured  me,  tliat  Narcifiahad  exprefled  her 
approbation  of  my  performance  with  great  warmth,  and 
defired  her  to  procure  a copy  of  it,  as  for  herfelf,  that  (he 
(NarcilTa)  might  have  an  opportunity  to  perufe  it  at 

pleafure. 1 was  elated  to  an  extravagant  pitch  at 

this  intelligence,  and  immediately  tranlcribed  a fair  copy 
of  my  Ode,  which  was  carried  to  the  dear  charmer,  togcr 
ther  with  another  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  as  follows : 

I. 

Thy  fatal  (liafts  unerring  move, 

I bow  before  thine  altar.  Love  I 
I feel  thy  foft,  refiftlefs  flame. 

Glide  fwift  through  all  my  vital  frame ! 

II. 

For  while  I gaze,  my  bofom  glows. 

My  bipod  in  tides  impetuous  flows  ; 

Hope,  fear,  and  joy  alternate  roll. 

And  floods  of  tranfport  whelm  my  foul  ? 

III. 

My  fault’ring  tongue  attempts  in  vain, 

In  foothing  murmurs  to  complain  ; 

My  tongue  Come  fecret  magic  ties. 

My  murmursifink  in  broken  fio-hs ! 

IV. 

Condemn’d  to  nurfe  eternal  care. 

And  ever  drop  the  filent  tear. 

Unheard  I mourn,  unknown  I iigh. 

Unfriended  live,  unpity’d  die  ! 

Whether  or  not  Narciffa  difeovered  my  paflion,  I could 
not  learn  from  her  behaviour,  which  though  always  be- 
nevolent to  me,  was  henceforth  more  refeiwed  and  lels 
chearful. — While  my  thoughts  afpired  to  a fphere  fo  far 
above  me,  I had  unwittingly  made  a conquefl  of  the 
eppk-wench  and  dairy-iqaid,  who  became  fo  jealous  of 
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each  other,  tliat  if  their  fentiments  had  been  refined  by 
education,  it  is  probable  one  or  other  of  them  would 
have  had  recourfe  to  poifon  or  flecl,  to  be  avenged  of 
her  rival ; but  as  their  minds  were  happily  adapted  to 
their  humble  ftation,  their  mutual  enmity  was  confined 
to  fcolding  and  filly- cuft's,  in  which  exercifes  they  were 
both  well  Ikilled . My  good  fortune  did  not  long  remam 
a fecret ; for  it  was  difclofed  by  the  frequent  broils  ot 
tHcfe  heroines,  who  kept  no  decorum  imtheir  encounters. 
The  coachman  and  gardener,  who  paid  their  devoirs  to 
my  admirers,  each  to  his  relpeftive  choice,  alarmed  at 
my  fuccefs,  laid  their  heads  together,  in  order  to  concert 
a plan  of  revenge  ; and  the  former  having  been  educated 
at  the  academy  of  Tottenhain-courtj  undertook  to  chaJ- 
len«re  me  to  fingle  combat.  He  accordingly,  with  many 
opprobrious  inveflives,  bade  me  defiance,  and  offered  to 
box  me  fer  twenty  guineas. — I told  him,  that  although 
I believed  myfelf  a match  for  him,  even  at  that  work,  I 
would  not  defeend  fo  far  below  the  dignity  of  a gentle- 
man as  to  fight  like  a porter  ; but  if  he  had  any  thing  to 
fay  to  me,  I was  his  man  at  blunderbufs,  mufket,  piftol, 
fword,  hatchet,  fpit,  cleaver,  fork,  or  needle  j-  nay,  I 
fwore,  that  Ihould  he  give  his  tongue  any  more  faucy 
liberties  at  my  expence,  I would  crop  his  ears  without 
any  ceremony*  ^This  rhodomontade,  delivered  with  a. 
ftern  countenance,  and  refolute  tone,  had  the  defired  ef- 
fect upon  my  aiuagonift,  who  with  fome  confufion, 
fneaked  off,  and  gave  his  friend  an  account  of  his  recep- 
tion. The  ftory  taking  air  among  the  fervants,  procured 
for  me  the  title  of  Gentleman  John,  with  which  I was. 
Ibmetimes  honoured,  even  by  ray  raiftrefs  and  Narcifla, 
who  had  been  informed  of  the  whole  affair  by  the  cham- 
ber-maid.— In  tlie  mean  time,  the  rival  queens  expreffed 
their  paffion  by  all  the  ways  in  their  power  : The  cook 
entertained  me  with  choice  bits,  the  dairy- maid  vvuh 
ftroakings;  the  firft  would  often  encourage  me  to  dif- 
cover  myfelf,  by  complimenting  ine  upon  my  comage 
and  learning,  and  obferving,  that  if  fhe  had  a huiband 
Uke  me  to  maintain  order  and  keep  accompts,  flie  could 
' make 
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make  a great  deal  of  money  by  fetting  up  an  eating, 
houfe  in  London,  for  gentlemen’s  fervants  on  board 
wages. — The  otlier  courted  my  affeflion,  by  (hewing 
her  own  importance,  and  telling  me  that  many  a fubftan- 
tial  farmer  in  the  neighbourhood  would  be  glad  to  marry 
her ; but  (he  was  relblved  to  pleafe  her  eye,  if  (lie  (hould 
plague  her  heart. — Then  (he  would  launch  out  in  praifc 
of  my  proper  perfon,  and  fay,  (he  was  fure  I would 
make  a good  hufband,  for  I was  very  good-natured.— 
I began  to  be  uneafy  at  the  importunities  of  thofe  ina- 
moratas, whom,  at  another  time,  perhaps,  I might 
have  pleafcd  without  the  difagreeable  fauce  of  matrimo- 
ny ; but  at  prefent,  my  foul  was  engrolTed  by  NarcilTa, 
and  I could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  doing  any  thing 
derogatory  of  the  palTion  I entertained  for  her. 

CHAP.  V. 

Narcijfa  behig  in  Danger  from  the  Brutality  of  Sir  Timo- 
tly,  is  rcfcued  by  me,  njobo  reojenge  myfelf  on  my  Ri-val 
— I declare  7ny  Pajfion,  and  retreat  to-  the  Sea-jide — Am 
furrowided  by  Smuggler's,  and  carried  to  Bulogne — Find 
my  Uncle,  Lieutenant  Bonuling,  in  great  Dijirefs,  andre- 
licTje  kirn — Our  Conajerfation. 

^AT  certain  intervals  my  ambition  would  revive : I 
would  defpife  myfelf  for  my  tame  refignation  to 
iny  fordid  fate,  and  revolve  an  hundred  fchemes  for  af- 
fuming  the  charafler  of  a gentleman,  to  which  I thought 
myfelf  infilled  by  rhy  birth  and  education. — In  theie 
fruitlefs  fuggeftions  time  ftoleaway  unperceiveJ,  and  I 
had  already  remained  eight  months  in  the  ftation  of  a 
footman,  when  an  accident  happened  that  put  an  end  to 
my  fervitude,  and  for  the  prelent  banilhed  all  hopes  of 
fuccceding  in  my  love. 

Narcifla  went  one  day  to  vifit  Mifs  Thicket,  who 
lived  with  her  brother,  within  lefs  than  a mile  of  our 
houfi;,  and  was  perfuaded  to  walk  home  in  the  cqoI  of 
the  evening,  accompanied  by  Sir  Timothy,  who,  having 
a good  deal  of  the  brute  in  him,  was  inltigated  to  ufe 
fome  unbecoming  familiarities  with  her,  encouraged  by 
the  (blitarinefs  of  a field  through  which  diey  palled.— 

The 
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The  lovely  creature  was  incenfed  at  his  rude  behaviour, 
for  wliich  fhe  reproached  him  in  fuch  a manner  that  he 
loft  all  regard  to  decenc)',  and  a£lualiy  offered  violence 
to  this  pattern  of  innocence  and  beauty. — But  heaven 
would  not  f’uffer  fo  much  goodnefs  to  be  violated  ; and 
fent  me,  who,  pafling  by  accident  near  the  place,  was 
alarmed  with  her  cries,  to  her  fuccour. — What  were  the 
emotions  of  my  foul,  when  I beheld  Narcifl'a,  almoft 
linking  beneath  the  brutal  force  of  this  fatyr  ! I flew 
like  lightening  to  her  refcue,  and  he,  perceiving  me, 
quitted  his  prey,  and  drew  his  hanger  to  chaftife  my 
prefumption. — My  indignation  was  too  high  to  admit 
one  thought  of  fear,  fo  that,  rufhingupon  him,  I ftruck  his 
weapon  out  of  his  hand,  and  ufed  my  cudgel  fo  fuccefsfuliy 
that  he  fell  to  the  ground,  and  lay,  to  all  appearance, 

without  fenfe. Phtn  I turned  to  Narcifl'a,  who 

had  fwooned,  and,  fitting  down  by  her,  gently  railed 
her  head,  and  fupportcd  it  on  my  bofom,  while  with 
my  hand  around  her  waift,  I kept  her  in  that  pofition. 
My  foul  was  thrilled  with  tumultuous  joy,  at  feeling 
the  objeiSf  of  my  deareft  wiflies  within  my  arms  ; and, 
while  file  lay  infenfible,  I could  not  refrain  from  apply- 
ing my  cheek  to  her’s  and  ravifhing  a kifs  : In  a little 
time,  the  blood  began  to  revifit  her  face,  fhe  opened  her 
enchanting  eyes,  and,  having  rec'ollefted  her  late  fitua- 
tion,  faid,  with  a look  full  of  tender  acknowledgment. 
“ Dear  John,  I am  eternally  obliged  to  you  !”  So  faying, 
fhe  made  an  effort  to  rife,  in  which  I affifted  her,  and 
(lie  proceeded  to  the  houfe,  leaning  upon  me  all  the 
way,  I was  a thoufand  times  tempted  by  this  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  my  paflion,  but  the  dread  of  difobliging 
her  reftrained  my  tongue.  We  had  not  moved  an  hun- 
dred paces  from  the  I’cene  of  her  diftrefs,  when  I per- 
ceived Sir  Timothy  rife  and  walk  homeward  ; a circum- 
ftance  which,  though  it  gave  me  fome  fatisfa61ion,  inaf- 
much  as  I thereby  knew  I had  not  killed  him,  filled  me 
with  juft  apprehenfion  of  his  refentment,  which  I found 
rnyftlf  in  no  condition  to  withftand  ; efpecially  when  I 
confidcred  his  intimacy  with  our  ’fquire,  to  whom  I 

knew 
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knew  he  could  juftify  himfelf  for  what  he  had  done,  by 
imputing  it  to  his  love,  and  defiring  his  brother  Bruin 
to  take  the  fame  liberty  with  his  filter,  without  any  fear 
of  offence. — When  vi'e  arrived  at  the  houfe,  Narciffa  af- 
fired  me  fhe  would  exert  all  her  influence  in  protecting 
me  from  the  revenge  of  Thicket,  and  likewile  engage 
her  aunt  in  my  favour.  At  the  fame  time,  pulling  out 
her  purfe,  offered  it,  as  a fmall  confideration  for  the  fer- 
vice  I had  done  her.  But  I flood  too  much  on  the 
punctilios  of  love  to  incur  the  leall  fufpicion  of  being 
mercenary,  and  refufed  tlie  prefent,  by  faying,  I had  me- 
rited nothing  by  barely  doing  my  duty. — She  feemed 
aftonifhed  at  my  difinterellednefs,  and  blufhed  ; I felt 
the  fame  fuffufion,  arid,  with  a downcaft  eye,  and 
broken  accent,  told  her,  I had  one  requeft  to  make, 
which  if  her  generolity  would  grant,  I fhould  think  my- 

felf  fully  recompenced  for  an  age  of  mifery. She 

changed  colour  at  this  preamble,  and,  with  great  confu- 
fion,  replied,  fhe  hoped  my  good  fenle  would  hinder  me 
from  afking  any  thing  fhe  was  bound  in  honour  to  refufe, 
and  therefore  bade  me  fignify  my  defire. — Upon  which 
I kneeled,  and  begged  to  kifs  her  hand.  She  imme- 
diately, witli  an  averted  look,  ftretched  it  out  j and  I 
imprinted  on  it  an  ardent  kifs,  and,  bathing  it  with  my 
tears,  cried,  “ Dear  madam,  I am  an  unfortunate  gen- 
tleman, and  love  you  to  diftraClion,  but  would  have  died 
a thoui'and  deaths  rather  than  make  this  declaration 
under  Inch  a fervile  appearance,  were  I not  determined 
to  yield  to  the  rigour  of  my  fate,  to  fly  from  your  be- 
witching prefence,  and  bury  my  prefumptuous  paflion 
in  eternal  filtnce.”  With  thefe  words  I role  and  went 
away,  before  flie  could  recover  her  fpirits  fo  far  as  to 
make  any  reply. — My  firft  care  vvas  to  go  and  confult 
Mrs.  Sagely,  with  wliom  I had  maintained  a friendly 
correfpondence  ever  fince  I left  her  houfe.  Wiien  flic 
underflood  my  fituation,  the  good  woman  with  real 
concern,  condoled  me  on  ray  unhappy  fate,  and  approved 
of  my  refolution  to  leave  the  country,  as  being  perfcClly 
well  acquainted  with  the  barbarous  Uilpofition  of  my 

rival. 
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riv-il,  “ who,  by  this  time,  (laid  ftie)  has  no  doubt 
meditated  a I'cheme  of  revenge. — Indeed,  I cannot  lee 
how  vou  will  be  able  to  elude  his  vengeance;  being 
himfelf  in  the  commiflion,  he  will  immediately  grant 
warrants  for  apprehending  you  ; and  as  almoft  all  the 
people  in  this  country  are  dependent  on  him  and  his  iViend, 
it  will  be  impofiible  for  you  to  find  Ihelter  among  them  : 
if  you  fiiould  be  apprehended,  he  will  commit  you  to 
gaol,  where  you  may  pollibly  languilh  in  great  mifery  till 
the  next  aflizes,  and  then  be  tranlported  for  aflaulting  a 
magillrate.” — While  Ihe  thus  warned  me  of  my  danger, 
we  heard  a knocking  at  the  door,  which  threw  us  both 
into  great  conllernation,  as,  in  all  probability,  it  was 
occaiioned  by  my  purluers ; whereupon  this  generous 
old  lady,  putting  two  guineas  into  my  hand,  with  teais 
in  her  eyes,  bade  me,  for  God’s  fake,  get  out  at  the 
back  door,  and  confult  my  fafety  as  Providence  fliould 
direct  me. — There  was  no  time  for  deliberation.  I fol- 
lowed her  advice,  and  efcaped,  by  the  benefit  of  a dark 
night,  to  the  fea  fide,  where,  while  I ruminated  on  my 
next  excurfion,  I was  all  of  a hidden  furrounded  by  armed 
men,  who,  having  bound  my  hands  and  feet,  bade  me 
make  no  noife,  on  pain  of  being  fliot,  and  carried  me  on 
board  of  a vefiTel,  which  I loon  perceived  to  be  a fmug- 
gling  cutter. — This  difeovery  gave  me  fom.e  fatisfac- 
tion  at  firft,  becaufe  I concluded  myl'elf  fafe  from  the  re- 
fentraent  of  Sir  Timothy:  But  when  I found  myfelf  in 
the  hands  of  ruffians,  who  threatened  to  execute  me  for 
a fpy,  I would  have  thought  myfelf  happily  quit  for  a 
year’s  imprifonment,  or  even  tranfportation. — It  was 
in  vain  for  me  to  proteft  my  innocence : I could  not 
perfuadc  them  that  I had  taken  a folitary  walk  to  their 
haunt,  at  fuch  an  hour;  merely  for  my  own  amufement, 
and  I did  not  think  it  my  intereft  to  difclofe  the  true 
caufe  of  my  retreat,  becaufe  I was  afraid  they  would 
have  made  their  peace  with  juftice,  by  I'urrendcring  me 
to  the  penalty  of  the  law. — What  confirmed  their  Cuf- 
picion,  was,  the  afp;arance  of  a cuftom-houfe  yacht, 
which  gave  them  chace,  and  had  well  nigh  made  a pi  ize  of 

their 
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their  veflel;  when  they  were  delivered  from  thuir  fesro 
by  a thick  fog,  which  effe£lually  fereened  them,  and  fa- 
voured their  arrival  at  Bullogne. — But  before  they  Iiad 
got  out  of  fight  of  their  purfuer,  they  held  a council  of 
war  about  me,  and  fome  of  the  moll  ferocious  among 
them,  would  have  thrown  me  overboard,  as  a traitor  who 
had  betrayed  them  to  their  enemies ; bnt  others,  more 
confiderate,  alledged,  that  if  they  put  me  to  dearli,  and 
Ihould  afterwards  be  taken,  they  could  exi^edl  no  mercy 
from  the  legiflature,  which  would  never  pardon  outlaw- 
ry  aggravated  by  murder. — It  was  therefore  determined 
by  a plurality  of  votes,  that  I Ihould  be  fet  on  Ihore  in 
France,  and  left  to  find  my  palTage  back  to  England  as 
I Ihould  think  proper,  this  being  punifliment  lufficient 
for  the  bare  fufpicion  of  a crime  in  itl'clf  not  capital. — 
Although  this  favourable  determination  gave  me  great 
pleafure,  the  apprehenllcn  of  being  robbed  would  not 
Iblfer  me  to  be  pcrfeflly  at  eafe:  To  prevent  this  cala- 
mity, as  foon  as  I was  untied,  in  conlequence  of  the 
forefaid  decifion,  I tore  a fmall  hole  in  one  of  my  dock- 
ings, into  which  I dropped  fix  guineas,  referving  half 
a "piece  and  fome  filver  in  my  pocket,  that,  finding 
fomething,  they  might  net  be  tempted  to  make  any 
further  emiuii  y.  This  was  a very  necelfary  precaution  ; 
for,  when  we  came  within  light  of  the  French  fnore,  one 
of  the  (inugglei  s told  me,  i mud  pay  for  my  palTage. 
— To  this  declaration  I replied,  that  my  pafl'age  was 
none  of  my  own  feeking ; therefore  they  could  not  ex- 
ptcl  a reward  from  me  for  tranfporting  me  into  a firange 
country  by  force.  “ Damme  ! (faid  the  outlasv)  non* 
of  your  palaver  ; but  let  me  fee  what  money  you  have 
got." — So  laying,  he  thruft  his  hand  into  my  pocket 
without  any  ceremony,  and  emptied  it  of  the  contents ; 
Then  calling  an  eye  at  my  hat  and  wig,  wlfich  capti- 
vated liis  fancy,  he  took  tliem  olF,  and,  clapping  his 
own  on  mv  head,  declared  that  a fair  exchange  was  no 
robbery. — I was  fain  to  put  up  witli  the  bargain,  which 
was  by  rro  means  favourable  to  me;  and  a I'ttlc  whiis 
•iter  wi  went. all  on  lliore  together. 


I re- 
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I rifolvcd  to  take  my  leave  of  theie  defpcrr.docs.with- 
•\it  mucli  ceremony,  when  one  of  tliem  cautjoned  me 
aqain'f  appearing  to  their  prejudice  if  ever  I returned  in- 
to England,  unlels  1 had  a mind  to  be  murdered  ; for 
which  feryice,  he  affured  me,  the  gang  ntyC'er  wanted 

1 promifed  to  obferve  his  advice,  and  departed 

for  the  Upper  I'own,  where  I enquired  f6r  a cabaret  or 
public  houfe,  into  which  I went,  wi;n  an  intention  of 
taking  fome  relr  (hment.— •liu-tltc'  kitclien,  five  Dutch 
failors  lat  at  breaktall,  wuli  a large  loaf,  a firkin  of  but- 
ter, and  a cag  of  brandy,  the  bung  ol  which  they  often 
applied  to  their  mouths  with  great  perfeverance  and  fa- 
tisfaefion.— At  fume  didance  from  them  I perceived  an- 
other perfon  in  the  fame  garb,  fitting  in  a penfive  foliiary 
manner,  entertaining  himfelf  with  a whiff  of  tobacco, 
from  the  ftumpof  a pipe  as  black  as  jet. — The  appear- 
ance of  dilfrels  never  failed  to  attiaft  my  regard  and  com- 
paifion  ; I approached  this  forlorn  tar  with  a view  to 
otter  him  my  alfiftance,  and,  notwithftanding  the  altera- 
tion ofdrefs,  and  difguife  of  a long  beard,  I dilcovered 
in  him  my  long- loft  and  lamented  uncle  and  benefaflor. 
Lieutenant  Bowling  ! Good  heaven  ! what  were  the 
agitations  of  my  foul,  between  the  joy  of  finding  again 
I'uch  a valuable  friend,  and  the  forrow  of  feeing  him  in 
fuch  alow  condition!  The  tears  guflied  down  my  cheeks; 
1 flood  moticnlefs  and  filent  for  fome  time  I 'at  length, 
recovering  the  ii!e  of  fpeech,  I exclaimed,  “ Gracious 

God  ! Mr.  Bowling  !” My  uncle  no  fooner  heard  his 

name  mentioned,  than  he  (farted  up,  crying  with  fome 
furprife,  “ Hall  o i"  and,  after  having boked  at  me  fted- 
fartly,  without  being  able  to  recolleft  me,  faid,  “ Did 
you  call  me,  brother  r”  I told  him  I had  Ibmething  ex- 
traordinary to  communicate,  and  defircd  him  to  give  me 
the  hearing  for  a few  minutes  in  another  room  ; but  he 
would  by  no  means  confeut  to  this  propolal,  faying, 
“ Avaft  theie,  friend  : none  of  yonr  tricks  upon  travel- 
lers : if  you  have  any  tiling  to  fay  to  me,  doit  above 

board  : — you  need  not  be  afi-aid  of  being  overheard  ; — 
here  are  none  who  undcrIfanJ  cur  lingo.’ — riiough  I 
was  loth  todilcovtr  myftlf  before  company,  I could  no 
VoL.  II.  D longer 
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longer  refrain  from  telling  him,  I was  his  own  nephew, 
Koderic  Random.  On  this  information,  he  conliderc*! 
me  with  great  earnelfncfs  and  allonilhment,  and  recalling 
mg  features,  which,  though  enlarged,  were  not  entirely 
altered  fince  he  had  feen  me,  came  up  and  flicolc  me  by 
the  hand  very  cordially,  protefting  he  was  glad  to  fee 
me  well.  After  feme  pauie,  he  went  on  thus  : “ And 
yet,  my  lad,  I am  forry  to  fee  you  untler  fuch  colours  ; 
the  more  fo,  as  it  is  not  in  my  power,  at  prefent,  to 
change  them  for  the  better,  times  being  very  hard  with 
me.”  With  thefe  words  I could  perceive  a tear  tritkle 
down  his  furrowed  cheeks,  which  afrefted  me  lo  much, 

that  I wept  bitterly. Imagining  my  forrow  was  the 

efFe6tof  my  own  misfortunes,  heconiforted  me,  wirheb- 
ferving,  that  life  was  a voyage  in  which  wemuftexpeoi- 
to  meet  with  all  weathers;  fometimes  It  was  calm,  fome- 
times  rough  ; that  a fair  gale  often  fucceeded  a'ftorm  ; 
that  the  wind  did  not  always  fit  one  way,  and  tr.at  def- 
pair  fignified  nothing  ; but  rel’olution  and  lltill  were  bet- 
ter than  a flout  vefl'ei : for  why  ? becaule  they  require  no 
carpenter,  and  gro*.’  llronger  the  more  labour  they  un- 
dergo. I dried  up  my  tears,  which  I affured  him  were 
not  fhed  for  my  own,  dilirefs,  but  for  his,  and  begged 
leave. to  accompany  him  into  another  l oom,  where  we 
could  converl'e  more  at  our  eafe. — There  I recounted  to 
him  the  ungenerous  ufage  I had  met  with  from  Potion  ; 
at  which  relation  he  darted  up,  dalked  acrofs  the  room 
three  or  four  times,  in  a great  hurry,  and  graiping  Lis 
cudgel,  cried,  “ I would  I were  aiong-fule  of  iikii— 
that’s  all — I would  I were  along  fide  of  him  !” — I then 
gave  him  a detail  of  all  my  adventures  and  fufferings, 
which  affefted  him  more  than  I could  have  imagined  ; 
and  concluded  with  telling  him  that  Captain  Oakum 
was  dill  alive,  and  that  he  might  return  to  England, 
when  he  would  to  Iblicit  his  affairs,  without  danger  or 
molcdation.: — He  was  wonderfully  pleafed  w’iih  this  piece 
of  information,  of  which  however  lie  fuid,  he  could  not 
at  prelent  avail  himfelf,  for  want  of  money  to  pay  for  his 
pall'age  to  London.  This  objeilion  I (bon  removed,  by 
putting  five  guineas  into  his  hand,  and  telling  him  I 
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thought  myfelf  extremely  happy  in  having  an  oppoi  tu- 
nity  of  nianifefting  my  gratitude  to  him  in  his  neceffity. 

But  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  I could  prevail 

upon  him  to  accept  of  two,  which  he  affirmed  were  more 
than  fufficient  to  defray  the  neceftary  expence. — After 
this  friendly  contelf  was  over,  he  propoled  we  fliould  have 
a mefs  of  fomething : “ For  (faid  he)  it  has  been  banyan 
day  with  me  a great  while. — \ ou  muft  know  I was 
ffiipwreck’d  five  days  ago,  near  a place  called  Lifieux,  in 
company  with  thole  Dutchmen  who  are  now  drinking 
b;low  ; and  having  but  little  money  when  I came  alhore, 
it  was  focn  fpent,  becaufe  I let  them  have  fliare  and  (hare 
while  it  lafted. — Howfomever,  I llioukl  have  remem- 
bered the  old  laying,  E-veryboghis  o'mh  apple-.  For  when 
they  found  my  hold  unltowed,  they  wtnt  all  hands  to 
fhooling  and  begging,  and,  becaufe  I would  not  take  a 
fpell  at  the  fame  duty,  refilled  to  give  me  the  leaft  af- 
fiftance  ; fo  that  I have  not  broke  bread  thefe  two  days.” 
I was  Ihocked  at  the  extremity  of  his  diftrefs,  and  or- 
dered Ifome  bread,  cheele,  and  wine,  to  be  brought  im- 
medi  itely,  to  allay  his  hunger,  until  a fricafleeof  chickens 
could  be  prepared.  When  he  had  recruited  his  fpirits 
with  this  homely  fare,  I defired  to  know  the  particulars 
of  his  peregrinations  fince  the  accident  at  Cape  Tiberon; 
which  were  briefly  thefe  : The  money  he  had  about  him 
being  all  fpent  at  Port  Louis,  the  civility  and  hofpitality 
of  the  French  cooled  to  fuch  a degree,  that  he  was  obli- 
ged to  lift  on  board  of  one  of  their  king’s  fliips  as  a com- 
mon foremaft  man,  to  prevent  himfelf  from  ftarving  on 
fliore.  In  this  fituation  he  continued  two  years,  during 
which  time  he  had  acquired  fome  knowledge  of  their 
language,  and  the  reputation  of  a good  feaman.  The 
Ihiphe  belonged  to  was  ordered  home  to  France,  where 
ffie  was  laid  up  as  unfit  for  lervice,  and  he  was  received 
•on  board  of  one  of  Monfieur  D’Antin’s  fquadron,  in 
quality  of  quarter- matter ; which  office  he  performed  in 
a voyage  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where  they  engaged  with 
ourfliip,  as  before  related  ; but  his  confcience  upbraiding 
him  for  ferving  the  enemies  of  his  country,  he  quitted  the 
ffiip  at  tire  fame  place  where  he  firft  lilted,  and  got  to 
D a Curafoa 
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CiiraloR  in  a Dutch  veftel ; there  he  bargained  with  a 
(kipper,  bound  to  Europe,  to  work,  for  h.s  pafl^^'c  to 
Holland,  from  whence  he  was  in  hopes  of  hearing  from 
his  friends  in  England  ; but  was  calf  away,  (as  he  men  • 
tioned  befor<;,)  on  the  Fr«^nch  coalf,  and  mmt  have  been 
reduced  to  thcnecefiity  of  travelling  on  foot  to  Holland, 
and  begging  for  his  lubfilknceon  the  road,  or  of  enter- 
ing on  board  of  another  French  man  of  war,  at  the  Ha- 
zaVd  of  being  treated  as  a deferter,  if  Providence  h id  not 
fent  me  to  his  fuccour. — “ And  now,  my  lad,  (continued 
he,)  I think  I fliall  fteer  my  ccun'e  direftly  to  London,' 
where  I tio  not  doubt  of  being  replaced,  and  ol  having 
tlie  R taken  off  me  by  the  Loids  of  the  Admiralty,  to 
whom  I intend  to  write  a petition,  fetting  fort!)  my  cafe : 
If  I fucceed,  I fliall  have  wherewithal  to  give  you  ibme 
aflillance,  becaufe  when  I left  the  (liip,  I had  t>vo  year’s 
pay  due  to  me,  therefore  I defiie  to  know  whither  you 
are  bound  ; and  befides,  perhaps,  I may  have  intcielt 
enough  to  procure  a warrant  appointing  yon  fiirgecn's 
mate  of  the  fhip  to  w'nich  I (hall  belong. — For  the  bea- 
dle of  the  admiralty  is  my  good  Iriend  ; and  he  and  one 
of  the  under  clerks  are  Iworn  brothers  ; and  that  under 
clerk  lias  a good  deal  to  fay  with  one  of  the  upper  clerks, 
who  is  very  well  known  to  the  under  fecretary,  who,  upon 
his  recommendation,  I hope,  will  recommend  my  afiatr 
to  the  fiill  fecretarv  ; and  he  again,  will  fpeak  to  one  of 
the  lords  in  my  behalf : So  that  you  fee  I do  not  want 

friends  to  afilft  me  on  occafion. As  for  the  fellow, 

Crampley,  thof’  I know  him  not,  I ani  fure  he  is  nci- 
tlier  feaman  nor  officer,  by  what  you  have  told  me,  or 
ell'e  he  coultl  never  be  fo  much  miftaken  in  his  reckon- 


ing, as  to  run  the  fliip  on  (bore  on  the  coaft  of  Sulicx, 
beibre  he  believed  himfelt  in  foundings  ; neither,  wh.en 
that  accident  happened,  would  he  have  left  the  ffup  until 
(lie  had  been  (love  to  pieces,  efpecially  when  the  tide  was 
making  ; wherefore,  by  this  time,  I do  fnppolc  he  has 
been  tried  by  a court  martial,  and  executed  Icr  his  cow- 
ardice and  mifeonduft.” 1 could  not  helpfmiling  at 

the  defeription  of  my  uncle's  ladder,  by  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  climb  to  the  attention  oi  the  board  or  admi- 
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iralty  ; and  though  I knew  the  world  too  well  to  con- 
ffide  in  fuch  dependance  myfelf,  I would  not  difcourage 
ihim  with  doubts  ; but  aflced  if  he  had  no  friend  in  Lon- 
»don  who  would  advance  a fmall  fum  of  money  to  enable 
fhim  to  appear  as  he  ought,  and  make  a firoll  prefent  to 
tthe  under  fecrctary,  who  might  poflibly  difjpatch  his  bu- 
tfinefs  the  fooner  on  that  account. — He  I'cratched  his 
Ihead.and,  after  fome  recolleftion,  replied,  “Why,  yes, 
:i  believe  Daniel  Whipcord,  the  Ihip-chandler  in  Wap- 
iping,  would  not  refufe  me  fuch  a fmall  mattei  I know 
!I  can  have  what  credit  I want,  for  lodging,  liquor,  and 
iclothes  ; but  as  to  money,  I won’t  be  pofitive. — Had 
i honed  Block  been  living,  I (hould  not  have  been  at  a 
llofs.”  I was  heartily  forry  to  find  a worthy  man  fo 
ideititute  of  friends,  when  he  had  fuch  need  of  them  ; 
landlocked  upon  my  own  fituation  as  lefs miferable  than 
ihis,  becaufe  I was  better  acquainted  with  the  felfifhnefs 
I and  roguery  of  mankind  ; confequently  lefs  liable  to  dif- 
tappointment  and  impofition. 

CHAP.  VI. 


He  takes  his  Paffage  in  a Cutter  for  Heal—We  are  ac- 
cofted  by  a Pideji,  njobo  proves  to  be  a Scotchman — His 
prcfe£io7tcfFricndJbip—He  is  Affronted  by  the  Lieutenant, 
^ho  after-wards  appeafes  him  by  Submiffion— My  Uncle 
. embarks — lam  introduced  by  the  Prieji  to  a Capuchin,  in 
•wbofe  Company  I fetout  for  Paris— The  CharaSler  of  my 
Fellow-Traveller — An  Adventure  on  the  Road — I am 
/hocked  at  bis  Behaviour. 

' l^HEN  our  repaft  was  ended,  we  walked  down  to  the 
’ harbour,  where  we  found  a cutter  that  was  to  fail 
for  Deal  in  the  evening,  and  Mr.  Bowling  agreed  for  his 
palfage  : In  the  mean  time,  we  fauntered  about  the  town 
to  fatisfy  our  curiofity,  our  converfation  turning  on  the 
fubjeft  of  my defigns,  which  were  not  as  yet  fixed  : Nei- 
ther can  it  be  fuppofcd  that  my  mind  was  at  eafe,  when 
I found  myfelfreduced  almoft  to  extreme  poverty,  in  the 
midft  of  foreigners,  among  whom  I had  not  one  ac- 
quaintance to  advife  or  befriend  me.  My  uncle  was  fen- 
fible  of  my  forlorn  condition,  and  preffed  me  to  accom- 
pany him  to  EnsHrjd,  where  he  did  not  doubt  of  finding. 

^ “ D3  fome 
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loine  fort  of  provifi^n  for  me  : Bu:,befidcs  the  other  rea- 
Ibns  I had  Ibr  av.dding  that  kingdom,  I looked  upon  it 
at  tliis  time  as  the  vvorlt  country  in  the  univerfc  for  a 
poor  honed  man  to  live  in  ; and  therefore  determined  to 
remain  in  France  at  all  events.  I was  confirmed  in  this 
relblution  by  a reverend  piicd,  who,  pafiing  by  at  this 
time,  and  overhearing  us  fpeak  Englifh,  accofted  us  in 
the  fame  language,  telling  us  he  was  our  countryman, 
and  wifiiing  it  might  be  in  his  power  to  do  us  any  fe^ice. 
We  thanked  this  'grave  perfon  for  his  courteous  oiTet,  and 
invited  liim  to  drink  a gtafs  with  us,  which  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  refufe,  and  we  went  ail  together  into  a 
tavern  of  his  recommending.  After  having  drank  to 
our  healths  in  a bumper  of  good  Burgundy,  he  began  to 
enquire  into  our  firuation,  particularly  the  place  of  our 
nativity,  which  we  no  fconer  named,  than  he  darted  up, 
and  wringing  our  hands  with  great  fervour,  (bed  a flood 
of  tears,  crying,  “ I come  from  the  fame  part  of  the 
country  ! Perhaps  you  are  my  own  relations.”  I was  on 
my  guard  againd  his  careffes,  which  I fufpefled  very 
much,  when  I remembered  the  adventure  of  the  money- 
dropper;  but,  without  any  appearance  ofdiiTidence,  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  he  was  born  in  that  part  of  the  ccuntry, 
he  mud  certainly  know  our  families,  which  (howfoever 
mean  our  prel'ent  appearance  might  be)  were  none  of  the 
mod  obicure  or  inconfiderable. — Then  I difeevered  our 
names,  to  which  I found  he  was  no  dranger ; he  had 
known  my  grandfather  perfor.ally  ; and,  notwithdand- 
ino-  an  abi’ence  of  fifty  years  from  Scotland,  recounted 
fo  manv  paiticulars  of  the  families  in  the  ncighbour- 
lioocl,  that  my  fcruples  were  entirely  removed,  and  I 

thuuglit  myfelf  happy  in  his  acquaintance In  the 

courle  cf  our  cci.vci  iation,  I difclofed  my  condition 
without  referve,  and  difplayed  my  talents  to  fuch  ad- 
vantage, that  tlic  old  father  looked  upon  me  with  ad- 
miratron,  andalfured  me,  that  if  I daid  in  France,  and 
lidentci  to  leafon,  I could  not  fail  ofmakingmy  fortune, 
lu  which  he  would  contribute  all  in  his  power. 

My  uncle  began  to  be  jealous  of  the  prieft's  infinuation, 
and  very  abruptly  declared,  that  if  ever  I ihould  renounce 

my 
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my  religion,  he  would  break  off  conne£lion  and  corref- 
pendence  with  me  5 for  it  was  his  opinion,  that  no  ho- 
neft  man  wotild  Iwerve  from  the  principles  in  which  he 

was  hrtd,  whether  'Fork,  Prcttftant,  or  Roman. 

The  father,  affronted  at  this  declaration,  with  great  ve- 
hemence, began  a long  difcoune,  letting  forth  the  dan- 
ger of  obftinacy,  and  fliutting  one’s  eyes  againft  the 
iiff'nt.  Ke  laid,  that  ignorance  would  be  no  plea  to- 
wardsjuftification,  when  we  had  opportunities  cf  being 
better  informed  ; and  that  it  the  minds  of  people  had 
not  been  open  to  conviction,  the  Chriftian  religion  could 
not  have  been  propagated  in  the  world  ; and  we  fliould 
no.v  be  in  a (late  of  Fagan  darknefs  and  barbarity.  lie 
endeavoured  to  prove,  by  fome  texts  of  fcripture,  and 
many  quotations  from  the  fathers,  that  the  Pope  was 
the  fucccffor  of  St.  Peter,  and  vicar  of  Jefus  Chnft  ; 
that  the  church  of  Rome  was  the  true  holy,  catholio 
ctuirch  ; and  that  the  Proteilant  faith  was  an  impious 
herefy,  and  damnable  fchifm,  by  which  many  millions 

of  (bills  would  fuffer  everlalling  perdition. When  he 

had  finiflied  his  fermon,  which  I thought  he  pronounced 
with  more  zeal  than  difcretion,  he  addreffcd  himfelf  to 
my  uncle,  and  defired  to  know  his  objections  to  what 
had  been  faid.  The  lieutenant,  whofe  attention  had  been 
wholly  engroffed  by  his  own  affairs,  took  the  pipe  out 
of  his  mouth,  and  replied,  “ As  for  me,  friend,  d’ye  fee, 
I have  no  objection  to  what  you  fay  ; it  may  be  either 
true  or  falfefor  what  I know  : I meddle  with  nobody’s 
affairs  but  my  own  ; the  gunner  to  his  linftock,  and  the 
fteerfman  to  the  helm,  as  the  faying  is. — I trull  to  no 
'creed  but  the  compafs,  and  do  unto  every  man  as  I 
would  be  done  by  ; lb  that  I defy  the  pope,  the  devil, 
and  the  pretender  ; and  hope  to  befaved  as  well  as  ano- 
ther.”— This  affociation  of  perfons  gave  great  offence 
to  the  friar,  who  protelled  in  a mighty  palfion,  that  if 
Mr.  Bowling  had  not  been  his  countryman,  he  would 
have  caufed  him  to  be  imprifoned  for  his  infolence.  I 
ventured  to  difapprove  of  my  uncle’s  fadmefs,  and  ap- 
pealed the  old  gentleman,  by  affuring  him,  there  was  no 
c.ffcnce  iiitendtd  by  my  i.u'ilman,wlio,bytl)is  time,fenfible 
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of  hIs  error,  fhook  the  injured  party  by  the  hand,  and 
alked  pardon  for  the  freedom  he  had  taken. -Matters  be- 
ing amicably  compromifed,  he  invited  us  to  come  and  fee 
him  in  theSafternoon,  at  the  convent  to  which  he  belonged, 
and  took  his  leave  for  the  prefent  ; when  my  uncle  re- 
commended it  ftrongly  to  me  to  perfevere  in  the  religion 
of  my  forefatheis,  whatever  advantages  I might  propofe 
to  myfelfby  a change,  which  could  nor  failof  difgracing 
myfelf,  and  dilhonouring  my  family. — I afTured  him  no 
confideration  fliould  induce  me  to  forfeit  his  friendfhip 
and  good  opinion  on  that  fcore  ; at  which  affurance  he 
difeovered  great  fatisfaflion,  andputme  in  mind  of  din- 
ner, which  we  immediately  befpoke,  and  when  it  was 
re.ady,  ate  together. 

I imagined  my  acquaintance  with  the  Scottifh  pried, 
if  properly  managed,  might  turn  out  to  my  advantage, 
and  therefore  refolved  to  cultivate  it  as  much  as  I could. 
With  this  view,  we  vifited  him  at  his  convent,  according 
to  his  invitation,  where  he  treated  us  with  wine  and 
fweetmeats,  and  fliewed  us  every  thing  that  was  remark- 
able in  the  monafteiy.  Having  been  thus  entertained, 
we  took  our  leave,  though  not  before  I had  promifed  to 
fee  him  next  day ; and  the  time  fixed  for  my  uncle’s  em- 
barking being  come,  I accompanied  him  to  the  harbour, 
and  faw  him  on  board.— —We  parted  not  without  tears, 
after  we  had  embraced  and  wifhed  one  another  all  man- 
ner of  profperity  ; and  he  entreated  me  to  write  to  him 
often,  direftmg  to  Lieutenant  Bowling,  at  the  fign  of 
the  Union  Flag,  near  the  Hermitage,  London. 

I returned  to  the  houfe  in  which  we  had  met,  where 
I paffed  the  night  in  a very  folitary  manner,  refleftingon 
the  feverity  of  my  fate,  and  endeavouring  to  projeft 
fome  likely  fcheme  of  life  for  the  future  ; but  my  inven- 
tion failed  me  ; I faw  nothing  but  infurmountable  dif- 
ficulties in  my  way,  and  was  ready  to  defpair  at  the 
miferable  profpeft  1 That  I might  not,  however,  neg- 
le61;  any  probable  means,  I got  up  in  the  morning,  and 
wentdireflly  to  the  father,  whofe  advice  and  afliftance  I 
implored. — He  received  me  very  kmdly,  and  gave  me 
■tw  underftand,  that  there  was  one  way  of  life  in  which 

a perfou  ' 
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p^perfon  of  my  talents  could  not  fail  of  making  a great 
-figure.— I -luliid  his  meaning,  and  toUl  him  once  for 
all,  I was  fully  determined  againll  any  alteration  in  point 
Oi  religion  ; tl'.c!  efurc,  ii  ins  prcpotal  rcgarde.i  the  church, 
he  miohrfave  himf  If  the  trcuoleol  explaining  it.  He 
fliock  his  iiead,  and  fighed,  laying,  “ Ah  ! Ion,  Ion, 
what  a glor.ous  I'.ri  Intifi  is  lure  Ipoiled  by  ycur  llub- 
born  prejudice  ! Suffer  yourfelr  to  be  periuaUcd  by  rea- 
lor,  and  conl'ult  your  temporal  wtliare,  as  wed  as  the 
ccnreri'S  ot  your  t'enial  Ibul. — I can,  by  my  intcreft, 
procuie  ycur  adm.irirn  as  a noviciate  into  this  convent, 
where  I will  fupeiintenil  and  dire£l  you  with  a truly  pa- 
ternal affcaicr.”— Then  l.e  launched  cut  into  the  praifts 
of  a mon.allic  lile,  which  no  noile  difturbs,  no  cares 
mcleft,  and  no  danger  invades — wh^-re  the  b.eart  is  weaned 
from  carnal  attachments,  the  grolfcr  appetites  fubdued 
and  chaftifed,  and  the  Ibul  wd'ted  to  divine  regions  of 
philofophy  and  truth,  on  the  wings  of  lludious  contem- 
plaricn. — But  his  eloquence  was  loll  upon  me,  whom 
two  confuicrations  enabled  to  withllanJhiS  temptations  ; 
namely,  my  promile  to  my  uncle,  ana  my  averfion  to  an 
ec^Ulialtical  life;  for  as  to  the  difference  of  religion,  I 
looked  upon  it  as  a thing  of  too  fmall  moment  to  come 
in  competition  with  a man’s  iortune- — Finding  me  im- 
movable on  this  head,  he  told  me,  he  was  more  lorry 
titan  cffeiided  at  my  non-compliance,  and  flill  ready 
to  employ  his  good  ofnees  in  my  behalf — “The  lame 
erroneous  maxims  (laid  be)  that  obitruft  your  promo- 
tion in  the  cliurch,  wdl  inlailiblv  pre-vent  your  advance- 
ment in  tile  army  ; b<t;  if  you  can  brook  the  condition 
of  a icrvant,  I ani  acquainted  witli  Ibme  people  of  rank, 
at  Veiiatlles,  to  whotii  1 can  give  you  letters  of  lecom- 
rrcndatieii,  that  you  may  be  entertained  by  fome  one 
of  them,  in  quality  of  maitre-de- hotel  and  Ido  not 
doubt  tiiat  your  qualifical ions  will  loon  entitle  you  to 
better  provifion.” — I embraced  his  offer  with  great  ea 
ge’rr.efi  ; and  he  appointed  me  to  come  back  m the  ar- 
ternoon,  when  he  would  not  only  give  me  letters,  but 
likewife  introduce  me  to  a capuchin  of  his  acquaintance, 
wltu  intended  to  let  out  for  Paris  next  morning,  in 
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whofe  company  I might  travel,  without  being  at  the  ex. 
pence  of  one  livrednring  the  whole  journey.  This  piece  of 
good  news  gave  me  infinite  pleafure;  I acknowledged  my 
obligation  to  the  benevolent  father  in  the  moft  grateful  ex- 
preflions ; and  he  performed  his  promife  to  a tittle,  in  deli-  ' 
vering  the  letters, and  making  me  acquainted  with  the  ca- 
puchin, withwhom  I departed  nextmorningbybrcakofday. 

It  was  not  long  before  I difcovered  my  fellow  traveller 
to  be  a merry  facetious  fellow  ; who,  notwithftanding 
his  profelfion  and  appearance  of  mortification,  loved 
good  eating  and  drinking  better  than  his  rofary,  and 
paid  more  adoration  to  a pretty  girl  than  to  the  Virgin 
Mary  or  St.  Genevieve.  He  was  a thick  brawny  young 
man,  with  red  eye  brows,  a hook-nofe,  a face  covered 
with  freckles  ; and  his  name  was  Frere  Balthazar.  His 
orderdid  not  permit  him  to  wear  linen,  fo  that  having 
little  occafion  to  undrefs  himfelf,  he  was  none  of  the 
cleanlieft  animals  in  the  world  ; and  his  conftitution  was 
naturally  fo  ftrongly  feented,  that  I always  thought  it 
convenient  to  keep  to  the  windward  of  him  in  our  march. 
As  he  was  perfeflly  well  known  on  the  road,  we  fared 
I'umptuoufly  without  any  coft  5 and  the  fatigue  of  our 
journey  was  much  alleviated  by  the  good  humour  of  my 
companion,  who  fung  an  infinite  number  of  catches  on 
the  I'ubjeils  of  love  and  wine.  We  took  up  our  lodg- 
ing the  firll  night  at  a peafant's  houfe,  not  far  from 
Abbeville,  where  we  were  entertained  with  an  excellent 
ragout,  cooked  by  our  landlord’s  daughters,  one  of 
whom  was  very  handfome.  After  having  eaten  heartily, 
and  drank  a liifficient  quantity  of  fmalT  wine,  we  were 
conducted  to  a barn,  where  we  found  a couple  of  carpets 
1‘pread  upon  clean  ftraw  for  our  reception. --We  had  not 
lain  in  this  fituation  above  half  an  liour,  when  we  heard 
fomebody  knock  fbftly  at  the  door,  upon  which  Bal- 
thazar got  up,  and  let  in  our  hoft’s  two  daughters,  who 
wanted  to  have  fome  private  converfation  with  him  in 
the  dark.  When  they  had  whifpered  together  fome  time, 
the  capuchin  came  to  me,  and  alked  if  I was  infenfible  to 
love,  and  lb  hard-hearted  as  to  retufe  a fhare  of  my  bed 

to  a pretty  maid,  who  had  a iendre  for  me  ? 1 muft 

own, 
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own,  to  my  ftiame,  that  I fufFcrcd  myfelf  to  be  over- 
come by  my  paffion,  and,  with  great  eagernefs  Teized  the 
occafion,  when  I iinderftood  that  the  amiable  Nanette 
was  to  be  my  bedfellow.  In  vain  did  my  reafon  ihggeft 
the  rcfpefl  that  I owed  to  my  dear  miftrcls  Narcifla ; the 
idea  ot  that  lovely  charmer  rather  increafed  than  allayed 
the  ferment  of  my  fpirits  ; and  the  young  Paifanne  hacf 
no  rcaibn  to  complain  ot  my  remembrance.  Early  in 
the  morning,  the  kind  creatures  left  us  to  our  repofe, 
which  lafted  till  eight  o’clock,  when  we  got  up,  and 
were  treated  at  breakfaft  with  chocolate  and  I'eau  de  •vie, 
by  our  paramours,  of  whom  we  took  a tender  leave, 
after  my  companion  had  confefled  and  given  them  ab.Qo- 
lution. — While  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  the  con- 
verlhtion  turned  upon  the  night’s  adventure,  being  in- 
troduced by  the  capuchin,  who  aiked  me  how  I liked 
my  lodging.  I declared  my  fatisfadlion,  and  talked  in 
rapture  of  the  agreeable  Nanette:  at  which  he  /hook 
his  head,  and  Imiling  laid,  (he  was  a morceau  pour  la 
borne  bouebe.  “ I never  valued  myfelf  (continued  he) 
upon  any  thing  fo  much  as  the  conquelf  of  Nanette ; and, 
vanity  apart,  I have  been  pretty  fortunate  in  my  amours.” 

This  information  flmcked  me  not  a little,  as  I was 

well  convinced  of  his  intimacy  with  her  lifter  j and  though 
I did  not  care  to  tax  him  with  downright  inceft,  I pro- 
fefted  my  aftonifhmcnt  at  his  laft  night’s  choice,  when, 
I fuppol'ed,  the  other  was  at  his  devotion. — To  this  hint 
he  anfwered,  that,  befides  his  natural  compliance  to  the 
fex,  he  had  another  reafon  to  diftribute  his  favours  equally 
between  them,  namely,  to  preferve  peace  in  the  family, 
which  could  not  btherwife  be  maintained  j that  moreover, 

' Nanette  had  conceived  an  affeflion  for  me,  and  he  loved 
her  too  well  to  baulk  her  inclination  ; more  efpecially, 
rwhen  he  had  an  opportunity  of  obliging  his  friend  at 
rthe  fame  time. — I thanked  him  for  this  inftance  of  his 
I friendlhip,  tliough  I was  extremely  difgufted  at  his  want 
i of  delicacy,  and  curfed  the  occafion  that  threw  me  in 
i his  way. — Libertine  as  1 was,  I could  not  bear  to  fee  a 
man  behave  fo  wide  of  the  charafler  he  aflumed : I look- 
L'cd  upon  him  as  a perfon  of  very  little  worth  or  henefty, 

and 


44-  THE  ADVENTURES  OF 

Riift  fticukl  have  even  kept  a wary  eye  upon  my  pocket, 
if  I hai!  tlioiioht  he  could  iiave  any  temptation  to  Jfer.l. 
But  I could  not  conceive  the  life  of  money  to  a capu- 
chin, who  is  obliged,  by  the  rules  of  his  order,  to  ap- 
jiear  like  a beggaT',  and’  enjoys  all  other  neceff^ries  of 
life  gratis-,  bdides,  my  fellow  traveller  teemed  to  be 
of  a complexion  too  carelel's  and  languir.e  to  give  me 
any  appiehcnlion  on  that  Icore;  fo  that  I proceeded 
with  preat  confidence,  in  expeitation  of  being  foon  at 
my  journey's  end. 

CHAP.  VII. 

t!'e  lodge  at  a Houfe  siear  Amiens,  ‘where  I am  robbed 

bj  the  Capuchhi,  ‘who  cfcapes  ‘while  I am  ajleef 7 go 

to  Noyoiis  in  fearch  cf  him,  but  ‘without  Succefs M.  ike 

7V.y  Condition  kno‘tvn  to  fe-veral  Feop.e,  but  find  no  Re.ief 

Gro‘iv  dijperate fioin  a Company  of  Soldiers — 

— Enlifi  in  the  Regiment  oj  J-'icardy iCe  are  ordered 

into  Germany -I  find  the  Fatigues  of  the  March  almojl 

intolerahle— S^uarrcl  ‘ivith  my  Conwade  in  a Difpiite 

about  Folides -He  challenges  me  to  the  Field,  ‘wounds 

and  difarms  jne. 

'■pHE  third  night  of  our  pilgrimage  we  pafTed  at  a 
houfe  near  Amiens,  where  Balthazar  being  unknown, 
we  flipped  upon  indifferent  fare,  and  four  wine,  and  were 
fain  to  lie  in  a garret,  upon  an  old  matcrefs,  which,  1 be- 
lieve, had  been  in  the  policlTion  of  ten  thoufand  myriads 
ol  fleas  time  out  of  mind. — We  did  not  invade  their 
territory  with  impunity;  in  lefs  than  a minute  we  were 
attacked  by  flings  innumerable,  in  fpite  of  which,  how- 
ever, we  fell  fait  afleep,  being  exccfflvely  fatigued  with 
our  day’s  march,  and  I did  not  wake  till  near  rune  the 
next  morning,  when,  feeing  myfelf  alone,  I flatted  up 
in  a terrible  fright,  and,  ex.amining  my  pockets,  found 
my  prefaging  fear  too  true  1 My  companion  had  made 
free  with  my  cafli,  and  left  me  to  feek  my  way  to  Paris 
by  myfelf!  I ran  down  flairs  immediately;  and,  with  a 
look  full  of  grief  and  amazement,  enquired  for  the  me- 
dicant,  who,  they  gave  me  to  underlfand,  had  fet  out 
four  hours  before,  after  having  told  them,  I was  a little 
indifpofed,  and  defired  I might  not  bediflurbed,  but  be 

informed, 
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irformeJ,  when  I flioiilci  wake,  tliat  he  had  taken  tiie 
road  tor  Navons,  where  l e would  wait  for  my  coming 
at  the  Ccq  ei’Or.  I i'pi-ke  not  a word,  hut  witli  a heavy 
heart  dirctted  mv  courie  to  tha'  place,  at  which  I arrived 
in  the  altemoon,  tainting  with  wianncls  and  hunger  j 
but  learned,  to  my  utter  conlution,  that  no  luch  peribii 
had  beenritere!  It  was  happy  tor  me,  that  I had  a good 
deal  of  relentment  in  my  conditution,  wliich  animated 
me  on  Inch  occalions  aga.nft  the  villainy  of  mankind, 
and  enahled  me  to  bear  mislortunes  otherwife  intolera- 
ble.— Boiling  with  indignation,  1 dilcovercd  to  the  hod 
my  deplorable  condition,  and  inveighed  with  great  hit- 
temefs  againft  the  treachery  of  Balthazar  ; at  which  he 
fli.'Tjgged  up  his  thouklers,  and,  with  a peculiar  grimace 
in  his  countenance,  faid,  he  was  lorry  lor  my  misfor- 
tune} but  there  was  no  remedy  like  patience. — Af  that 
inftant  fome  guefts  arrived,  to  whom  he  haftened  to  offer 
hislcrvice,  leaving  me  mortified  at  his  indifference,  fully 
perfuadetl  that  an  inn- keeper  is  the  lame  fordid  animal 
all  the  world  over. — While  I flood  in  tite  porch,  forlorn 
and  undetermined,  venting  ejaculations  of  curies  againft 
the  thief  who  robbed  me,  and  the  old  prieft  who  recom- 
mended  him  to  my  iViendfliip,  a young  gentleman,  richly 
dreffed,  attended  by  a valet  de  chambre  and  two  fervants 
in  livery,  arrived  at  the  inn.  I thought  I perceived  a 
great  deal  of  fweetnefs  and  good  nature  in  Ifis  counte- 
nance 5 therefore  he  had  no  fooncr  alighted  than  I accolfed 
him,  and  in  a few  words  explained  my  finiation.  He 
lifienetl  with  great  politenefs,  and  when  I had  made  an 
end  of  my  ftoi^',  faid,  “ Well,  monfieur,  what  would 
you  have  me  to  do  ?”  I was  effectually  abafhed  at  this 
in!em;gation,  which  I believed  no  man  of  common  fenfe 
or  geiierolity  could  make,  and  made  no  other  reply  than 
a low  bow.  He  returned  the  compliment  ftUl  lower,  and 
tript  into  an  apartment,  while  the  landlord  let  me  know, 
tii.it  m,-  fianding  there  to  interrupt  company,  gave  of- 
fence, anti  migiit  do  him  irfmite  prejudice. — He  had  no 
occafi  n to  repeat  his  infiniiation ; I moved  from  the 
pHce  immediately  j and  was  lb  much  tranfported  w.itb 
grief,  an  >tr,  and  dildabi,  that  a torrent  of  blood  gufhed 
VoL.  il.  E 
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from  my  noftrils. — In  this  extafy,  I quitted  Noyons, 
and  betook  myfelf  to  the  fields,  where  I wandered  about 
like  one  diftrafted,  till  my  I'pirits  were  quite  exhaufted, 
and  I was  obliged  to  throvV  mylelf  do%vn  at  the  root  of 
a tree,  to  relt  my  wearied  limbs. — Here  my  rage  for- 
fook  me;  I began  to  feel  the  importunate  cravings  of 
nature,  and  relapfed  into  filent  forrow,  and  melancholy 
refleftion.  I revolvt-d  all  the  crimes  I had  been  guilty 
of,  and  found  them  fo  few  and  venial,  that  I could  not 
comprehend  the  juftice  of  that  Providence,  which,  after 
having  expofcd  me  to  fo  much  wrctcliedncfs  and  danger, 
left  me  a prey  to  famine  at  lall  in  a foieign  country, 
where  I had  not  one  friend  or  acquaintance  to  clofe  my 
eyes,  and  do  the  laft  offices  of  humanity  to  my  mlfcrable 

carcafe. A thoufand  times  I wiflied  myfelf  a bear, 

that  I might  retreat  to  woods  and  deferts,  far  from  the 
inhofpltable  haunts  of  man,  where  I could  live  by  my  own 
talents,  independent  of  treacherous  friends  and  fuperci- 
lious  fcorn. 

■ As  I lay  in  this  manner  groaning  over  my  haplefs 
fate,  I heard  the  found  of  a violin,  and,  raifing  my 
head,  perceived  a company  of  men  and  women  dancing 
on  the  grafs  at  foinc  diftance  from  me. — I looked  upon 
this  to  be  a favourable  feafon  for  diftrefs  to  attraft  com- 
paflion,  when  every  felfifh  thought  is  haniffaed,  and  the 
heart  dilated  with  mirth  and  focial  joy;  wherefore  I got 
up,  and  approached  thole  happy  people,  whom  I foon 
difcovered  to  be  a party  of  foldiers,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  unbending  and  diverting  themfi-lves  at  this 
rate  after  the  fatigue  of  a march.  I had  never  before 
feen  fuch  a p.ircel  of  fcarecrows  together ; neither  could 
I reconcile  their  meagre  gaunt  looks,  their  fqualid  and 
ragged  attire,  and  every  other  external  fymptom  of  ex- 
treme woe,  with  this  appearance  of  feftivity. — I falutei 
them,  however,  and  was  received  with  great  politenefs  : 
after  which  tliey  formed  a ring,  and  danced  around  me. 
This  jollity  had  a wonderful  effeil  upon  my  fpirits  1 I was 
infefted  with  their  gaiety,  and,  in  (piteof  my  difmal  fitua- 
tlon,  forgot  my  cares,  and  joined  in  their  extravagance. 
—When  we  had  recreated  ourfelves  a good  while  at  tins 

div'erfior/ 
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diverilon,  the  ladies  Iprcad  their  mantuas  on  the  ground, 
\ipon  which  they  emptied  their  knaplacks  of  foine  onions, 
coarlc  bread,  and  a few  flalks  of  poor  wine.  Being  in- 
vited to  a (hare  of  the  banquet,  I (at  down  witli  the 
reft,  and  in  the  whole  courle  of  my  life  never  made  a 

more  comfortable  meal. When  our  repaft  was  ended, 

we  not  up  again  to  dance  ; and,  now  that  I found  my- 
feirrefre/hed,  I behaved  to  the  admiration  of  every 
body  ; I v'as  loaded  with  a thoul'and  compliments,  and 
profellions  of  friendfhip  ; the  men  commended  my  perlbn 
and  agility,  and  the  women  were  loud  in  praife  of  my 
bonns  prcice : the  ftrjeant,  in  particular,  exprefl'ed  fo  much 
regard  for  me,  and  defcribed  the  pleaiiires  of  a foldier’s 
life  with  fo  much  art,  that  I began  to  liften  to  his  prc- 
pofal  of  enlilling  me  in  the  fervice  ; and  the  more  I con- 
fidercd  my  own  condition,  the  more  I was  convinced  of 
the  necelTitv  I was  under  to  come  to  a fpeedy  determina- 
tion.— Having  therefore  maturely  weighed  the  circum- 
Ifances,  pro  and  con,  I fignified  my  confent,  and  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  regiment  of  Picardy,  faid  to  be  the  oldeft 
corps  in  Europe. — The  company  to  which  this  command 
belonged,  was  quartered  at  a village  not  far  off,  whither 
we  marched  next  day,  and  I was  prefented  to  my  cap- 
tain, who  feemed  very  well  pleafed  with  my  appearance, 
gave  me  a crown  to  drink,  and  ordered  me  to  be  accom- 
modated with  clothes,  arms,  and  accoutrements. — Then 
I fold  mv  livery  fuit,  purchafed  linen,  and,  as  I was  at 
great  pains  to  learn  the  exercife,  in  a very  (hort  time  be- 
came a complete  foldier. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  received  orders  to  join  feve- 
ral  more  rt-o-iments,  and  march  with  all  expedition  into 
Germany,  In  order  to  reinforce  Marefchal  Due  de  No- 
aillcs,  who  was  then  encamped  with  his  army  on  the  fide 
of  the  river  Mayne,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Englilh, 
Hanoverians,  Auftrians,and  He(rtans,underthe  command 
of  the  Earl  of  Stair.  We  began  our  march  accordingly, 
and  then  1 became  acquainted  with  that  part  of  a fol- 
dier’s life  to  which  I had  been  hitherto  a ftranger. — It 
is  impoffible  to  deferibe  the  hunger  and  third  I liilfained, 
and  the  fatigue  I underwent  in  a^march  of  lb  many  hun- 
E 2 dred  j 
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died  iniles;  during  winch,  I was  fo  much  chafed  with 
the  heat  and  in.)ti<  n oJ  my  limbs,  tnat  in  a veiy  flioit 
time  the  inlide  ot  my  thighs  and  legs  were  deprived  of 
fkin,  and  I proceeded  in  the  lUmoft  tortuie.  This  mif- 
fortune  I owed  to  tlie  plvim.  ncls  of  my  conftiiutiony 
w .ich  I curled,  and  envied  the  withered  condition  of 
my  comrades,  whole  betLes  coidii  not  Tpaic  juice  enough 
to  lupply  a common  ilTue,  and  were,  indeed,  proof  againft 
all  manner  of  fncHon.  The  continual  pain  I felt  made 
me  fretful,  and  my  pceviflinefs  was  increaled  by  the 
mortifK-ation  of  my  pride,  in  feeing  thole  miferable 
wretches,  whom  a hard  gale  of  wind  would  have  feat- 
tered  through  the  air  like  chaff,  bear  thofe  toils  with 
alacrity,  under  which  I was  reatiy  to  link. 

One  day,  while  we  enjoyed  a halt,  and  the  foldiers  with 
their  wives  were  gone  out  to  dance,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  my  comrade  ftaid  at  home  with  me  on  pretence  of 
friendlhip,  and  infulted  me  with  his  pity  and  conlola- 
tion ! He  told  me,  though  1 was  young  and  tender  at 
prefent,  I would  loon  be  feal'oned  to  the  I'ervice;  and  he 
did  not  doubt  but  I fhould  have  the  honour  to  contri- 
bute in  fome  meafure  to  the  glory  of  the  king. 

“ Have  courage,  therefore,  my  child,  (faid  he,)  and 
pray  to  God,  that  you  may  be  as  happy  as  I^am,  who 
have  had  the  honour  of  fervlng  Lewis  the  Great,  and 
of  receiving  many  wounds  in  helping  to  cfiablilh  his 
glory.” — When  I looked  upon  the  contemptible  object 
that  pronounced  thefc  words,  I was  amazed  at  the  infa- 
tuation that  poflelfed  him  ; and  could  not  help  e.xpref- 
fing  my  altonifliment  at  the  abfurdity  of  a rational  be- 
ing, who  thinks  himfeif  highly  honoured  in  being  per- 
mitted to  encciinter  abjecl  poverty,  oppreflion,  famine, 
difeafe,  mutilation,  and  evident  death,  merely  to  gratify 
the  vicious  ambition  of  a prince,  by  whom  his  fuffer- 
ing.s  were  difregarded,  and  his  name  utterly  unknown. 
1 obferved,  that  if  his  iituation  was  the  confequence  of 
compulfion,  I would  praife  his  patience  and  fortitude  in 
bearing  his  lot ; if  he  had  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  his 
injured  country,  he  was  to  be  applauded  for  his  patrio- 
tiim  i or  if  he  had- fled  to  this  way  of  life  as  a refuge 

from 
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from  a neater  evil,  he  was  juftifiable  in  his  own  con- 
Icience,  (though  I could  have  no  notion  of  mifery  more 
extreme  than  that  he  fuffered  ;)  but  to  put  his  condition 
on  the  footing  of  conducing  to  tlie  glory  of  hi^s  prince, 
was  no  more  Than  profelTinghimfelf  a defperate  flave,  wlio 
voluntarily  underwent  the  utmoft  wretchednefs  and 
and  committed  the  moft  flagrant  crimes,  to  footh  the 
barbarous  pride'  of  a fellow-creature,  his  lit  pen  or  m 
nothing  but  the  power  he  derived  from  the  fubmiflion  ot 
fiich  vvretchcs  as  him.  The  foldier  was  very  much  af- 
fronted at  the  liberty  I took  with  his  king,  which,  he 
laid,  nothing  but  my  ignorance  could  excufe ; He  af- 
firmed that  the  charaaers  of  princes  were  lacred,  and 
oiio'ht  not  to  be  prophaned  by  the  cenfure  of  their  lub- 
je-Ss,  who  were  bound  by  their  allegiance  to  obey  their 
commands,  of  what  nature  foever,  without  fcruple  or 
repining.— And  advifed  me  to  correa  the  rebellious 
principles  I had  imbibed  among  the  Englilh,  who,  for 
their  infolence  to  their  kings,  were  notorious  all  over 
the  world,  even  to  a proverb.  i 

In  vindication  of  my  counti7men,  I repeated  all  the 
arguments  commonly  ufed  to  prove  that  every  man  has 
a natural  right  to  liberty  ; that  allegiance  and  proteaion 
are  reciorocal ; that  when  the  mutual  tie  is  broken  by 
the  tyranny  of  the  king,  he  is  accountable  to  the  people 
for  his  breach  of  cbntrafl,  and  fubjeft  to  the  penalty  or 
the  law ; and  that  thofe  infurreftions  of  the  Englilh, 
which  are  branded  with  the  name  of  rebellion,  by  the 
flaves  of  arbitrary  power,  were  no  other  than  glorious 
efforts  to  refeue  that  independence  which  was  their  birth- 
rio-ht  from  the  ravenous  claws  of  ufurping  ambition.-— 
The  Frenchman,  provoked  at  the  little  deference  I paid 
to  the  kingly  name,  loft  all  patience,  and  reproached 
me  in  fuch  a manner,  that  my  temper  forlook  me,  and 
I clinched  my  fift,  with  an  intention  to  give  him  a hearty 
box  on  the  ear.— Perceiving  my  defign,  he  ftarted  back, 
and  demanded  a parley  j upon  which  I checked  my  in- 
liio-nation,  and  he  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  a French- 
man  never  forgave  a blow  j therefore,  if  I was  not 
wean-  of  my  life,  I would  do  well  to  fpare  him  that  mor- 
^ E 3 tificatiou, 
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tificatlon,  and  do  him  the  honour  of’  meafuring  his 
fword  with  mine,  like  a gentleman. — I took  his  advice, 
and  followed  him  to  the  field  hard  by,  where,  indeed,  I 
was  afliamed  at  the  pitiful  figure  of  my  antagonift,  who 
was  a poor,  little,  fliivering  creature,  decrepid  with  age, 
and  blind  of  one  eye. — But  I loon  found  the  folly  of 
judging  from  appearances;  being  at  the  I’econd  pafs 
wounded  in  the  fword  hand,  and  immediately  difarmed, 
with  fuch  a jerk,  that  I thought  the  joint  was  diflocated. 
— I was  no  lefs  confounded  than  enraged  at  this  event, 
el'pecially  as  my  adverfary  did  not  bear  his  fuccefs  with 
all  the  moderation  that  might  have  been  expefted ; for 
he  infilled  upon  my  afking  pardon  for  affronting  his  king 
and  him  — This  piopofal  I would  by  no  means  comply 
with,  but  told  him  it  was  a mean  condefeenfion,  which 
no  gentleman  in  his  circumftances  ought  to  propofe,  nor 
any  in  my  fituation  ought  to  perform  ; — and  that  if  he 
perfifted  in  his  ungenerous  demand,  I would  in  my  turn 
claim  fatisfaftion  with  my  mulket,  when  we  fliould  be 
more  upon  a par  than  with  the  fword,  of  which  he  feemed 
fo  much  mafter. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

In  order  fo  be  re-venged  I learn  the  Science  of  Defence 
— JV •:  join  the  Marefchal  Due  de  Noailles — Are  engaged 

‘with  the  Allies  at  Dettingen,  and  put  to  fdgbt ‘The 

Beha‘viour  oj  the  French  Soldiers  on  that  occaficn 1 

induftrioujly  feefe  another  Combat  with  the  old  Gafeouy 

and  ‘vanquijlj  him  in  my  Turn Our  Regiment  is  put 

into  ff'inter  garters  at  Rheims,  ‘where  I fnd  my  Friend 

Strap Our  Recognition — Fie  fupplies  me  ‘with  Money, 

and  procures  my  Dijeharge- If^e  take  a Trip  to  Paris; 

from  ‘whence  by  the  IV ay  of  Flanders  ‘we  fet  out  for  Lon- 
don, ‘where  ‘we  fafely  arrive. 

j^E  was  di (concei  ted  at  this  declaration,  to  which  he 
made  no  reply,  but  repaired  to  the  dancers,  among 
whom  he  recounted  his  viflory  with  msny  exaggerations 
and  gafeonades  ; while  I,  taking  up  my  fword,  went  to 
my  quarters,  and  examined  my  wound,  which  I found 
was  of  no  coni’equence.— The  fame  day.  an  Irifh  drum- 
mer, having  heard  of  my  misfortune,  vifued  me,  and 

after 


roderic  random.  5* 

after  bnvin^  condoled  me  on  the  chance  of  war,  gave  me 
to  iiiultrftand,  that  he  was  mafttr  ot  his  fword,  and 
would  in  a very  (l.ort  time  inllrua  me  fo  thoroughly  m 
that  noble  Icience,  that  I fiiould  be  able  to  challile  the 
old  Galcon  for  his  inlblent  boaltmg  at  my  expence. 
This  friendly  office  he  proffered  on  pretence  ot  the  re- 
gard he  had  for  his  countrymen  ; but  I a ter  wards  kaint 
the  true  motive  was  no  other  than  a jealoufly  he  etitei- 
tained  of  a corrtfpondence  between  the  Frenchman  and 
his  wife,  which  he  did  not  think  proper  to  i^fent  m 

perfon. Be  this  as  it  will,  I accepted  his  offer,  and 

prae^ifctl  his  leffons  with  Ibch  application,  that  I loon 
believed  niyfelf  a match  tor  my  conqueror.  In  the 
mean  time  we  continued  our  march,  and  anived  at  the 
camp  of  Marefchal  ^^oai^les,  the  night  before  the  battle 
of  Dettingen.  Notwithffanding  the  fatigue  we  had  un- 
dergone, our  regiment  was  one  of  thofe  that  were  ordered 
next  day  to  crofs  the  river,  under  the  command  of  ihs 
Due  de  Gramor.t,  to  take  poff.ffion  of  a narrow  defile, 
through  which  the  allies  muftxjf  neceffity  have  paffed  at 
a great  difad  vantage,  or  remain  where  they  were,  and 
pen Ih  for  want  of  provifion,  it  they  would  not  crade- 

feend  to  furrender  at  diferetitm. How  they  fuffered 

themfelves  to  be  pent  up  in  this  manner,  it  is  not  my 
province  to  relate ; I (hall  only  obferve,  that  when  we  had 
taken  pcfl'effion  of  our  ground,  I heard  an  old  officer, 
in  converfation  with  another,  txprefs  a furpnze  at  tie 

condua  of  Lord  Stair,  who  had  the  reputation  of  a 
good  general— But  it  feems,  at  this  time,  that  noble- 
man was  over-ruled,  and  only  aaed  in  an  inferior  cha- 
raefer;  fo  that  no  part  of  the  blame  could  be  imputed 
to  him,  who  declared  his  dilapprobation  of  tne  ftep,  in 
confequence  of  which  the  whole  army  was  m the  ut- 
moft  danger  ; but  Providence  or  deftmy  aaed  miracles 
Tn  their  behalf,  by  difpoiing  the  Due  de  Gramont  to  qint 
his  advantageous  poll,  pals  the  dehle,  ^ 

Envlifti,  who  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  the 
plain,  and  who  handled  us  lb  roughly,  that,  after  having 
loft  a great  number  of  men,  we  turned  our  backs  with- 
ou  ceremony,  and  fled  with  fuch  precipitation^^  that 
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many  hundreds  periflied  in  the  river,  through  pure  fear 
and  conl'ufion  ; for  the  enemy  were  fo  generOus,  that  they 
did  not  purfue  us  one  inch  of  ground  j and  if  our  con- 
llcrnation  would  have  permitted,  we  might  have  re- 
treated with  great  order  and  deliberation But,  not- 

withftanding  the  royal  clemency  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  who  headed  the  allies  in  perfoii,  and,  no  doubt, 
put  a ftop  to  the  carnage,  our  lofs  amounted  to  5000  men, 
among  whom  were  many  officers  of  diftinftion.  Our  mif- 
carriage  opened  a palTage  for  the  foe  to  Hanau,  whither 
they  immediately  marched,  leaving  their  fick  and  wound- 
ed to  the  care  of  the  French,  who  next  day  took  poflef- 
lion  of  the  field  of  battle,  buried  the  dead,  and  treated 

the  living  with  humanity. This  circumfiance 

was  a great  confolation  to  us,  who  thence  took  occafioii 
to  claim  the  viftory  : And  the  genius  of  the  French  na- 
tion  never  appeared  more  confpicuous  than  now,  in  the 
rhodomontades  they  uttered  on  the  fubjefl  of  their  gene- 
rofity  and  courage.  Every  man  (by  his  own  account) 
performed  feats  that  eclipfed  all  File  heroes  of  antiquity. 
— One  compared  himlelf  to  a lion  retiring  at  lei  fine  from 
his  cowardly  purfuers,  who  keep  at  a wary  diftance,  and 
gall  him  with  their  darts.— Another  likened  himfelf  to 
a bear  that  retreats  with  his  face  to  the  enemy,  who  dare 
not  afiail  him  ; and  the  third  aflumed  the  charafter  of  a 
defperate  ftag,  that  turns  upon  the  hounds,  and  keeps 
them  at  bay — There  Was  not  a private  foldier  engaged, 
who  had  not  by  the  prowefs  of  his  finglearm  demoliffied 
a whole  platoon,  or  put  a fquadron  of  horle'to  flight- 
and,  among  others,  the  meagre  Gafeon  extolled  his  ex- 
ploits above  thofc  of  Hercules  or  Charlemagne.— As  I 
Hill  retained  myrefentment  for  the  difgracc  I fuffered  in 
my  laft  lencountre  with  him,  and  now,  that  I thought 
rayfelf  qualified,  longed  for  an  opportunity  to  retrieve 
my  honour,  I magnified  the  valour  of  the  Englifli  with 
all  the  hyperboles  I could  imagine,  and  decried  the  pu- 
fillanimity  of  the  French  in  the  fame  ftile,  comparing 
^hem  to  hares  flying  before  greyhounds,  or  mice  pur- 
fued  by  cats  ; and  pa/Tcd  an  ironical  compliment  on  the 
ipced  he  exerted  in  his  flight,  which,  coulidtring  his  age 
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and  infirmities,  I iaid  was  furprifing. — He  was  flung  to 
Ithe  quick  by  this  I'arcafm,  and,  witli  an  air  ot  threaten- 
ing diidain,  bade  me  know  myieli  better,  and  lemem- 
iber  the  corrtiiion  I had  already  received  from  him  for 
jmy  iniclencc;  lor  he  might  not  always  be  in  the  Im- 
tniour  of  fparing  a wretch  who  abufid  his  gocdnels.  To 
this  inutndo  I made  no  reply,  but  by  a kick  in  the 
breech,  which  overturned  him  in  an  inftant.  He  ftarted 
up  with  wondertnl  agility,  and,  drawing  hts  fwoid,  at- 
: tacked  me  with  great  fury.  Several  people  interpoled  ; 
but  when  he  informed  them  of  its  being  an  affair  of  ho- 
:nour,  they  retired,  and  left  us  to  tlecide  the  battle  by  our- 
Iftlves.  I fuftained  his  onfet  with  little  damage,  having 
icnly  received  a'frnall  fcratch  on  my  right  fhculder,  and. 
Teeing  his  breath  and  vigour  almoft  exhaulted,  affaulted 
him  in  my  turn,  doled  with  him,  and  wrefted  his  fword 
out  of  his  hand  in  the  ftruggle. — Having  thus  acquired 
the  vidory,  I defired  him  to  beg  his  life  ; to  which  de- 
mand he  made  no  anfwer,  but  flirugged  up  his  flioulders 
to  his  ears,  expanded  his  hands,  elevated  the  fkin  on  his^ 
forehead  and  eye- brows,  and  depreffed  the  corners  of 
his  mouth  in  fuch  a manner,  that  I could  fcarce  refiain 
from  laughing  aloud  at  his  grotefqiie  appearance. — Fiiat 
I might,  however,  mortify  his  vanity,  which  triumphed 
without  bounds  over  my  misfortune,  I thruft  his  Iword 
up  to  the  hilt  in  Ibmething  (it  was  not  a tanfy)  that  lay 
fmoaking  on  the  plain,  and  joined  the  reft  of  the  I'oldicrs 
with  an  air  of  tranquillity  and  indifference. 

Tiiere  was  nothing  more  of  moment  attempted  by 
either  of  the  armies  during  the  remaining  part  of  the 
campaign,  which  being  ended,  the  Englifti  marched  back 
to  the  Netherlands}  part  of  our  army  was  detached  to 
French  Flanders ; and  our  regiment  ordered  into  winter 
quarters  in  Champagne. — It  was  the  fate  of  the  giena- 
dier  company,  to  which  I now  belonged,  to  lie  at 
Kheims,  where  I found  myfeif  in  the  utmoft  want  of 
every  thing : my  pRy,  which  amounted  to  five  Ibis  a 
day,  far  from  lupplying  me  with  neceftaries,  being 
fcarce  fufficient  to  procure  a wretched  fubfiftence  to 
keep  foul  and  body  together } fo  that  I was,  by  hunger 
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and  hard  duty,  brought  down  to  the  meagre  condition 
ot'mv  fellow-foldlers  j and  my  linen  reduc^  from  three 
tolerable  fliirts,  to  two  pair  of  fleeves  and  necks,  the 
bodies  having  been  long  ago  converted  into  fpattcr- 
daflies  ; and  after  all,  I was  better  provided  than  any 
private  man  in  the  regiment.  In  this  urgency  of  my 
affairs,  I wrote  to  my  uncle  in  England,  thougli  my 
hopes  from  that  quarter  were  not  at  all  fanguine,  for 
the  reafons  1 have  already  explained,  and  in  the  mean 
time  had  recourfc  to  niy  old  remedy,  patience  j confo- 
ling  myfelf  witli  the  flattering  fuggeltions  of  a lively 
imagination,  that  never  abandoned  me  in  my  diflrefs. 

One  day,  while  I flood  centinel  at  a gate  of  a gene- 
ral officer,  a certain  nobleman  came  to  the  door,  followed 
by  a gentleman  in  mourning,  to  whom,  at  parting,  I 
heard  him  fay,  “ You  may  depend  upon  my  good  of- 
fices.”— This  aflurance  was  anfwered  by  a low  bow  of 
the  perfon  in  black,  who  turning  to  go  away,  difeovered 
to  me  the  individual  countenance  of  my  old  friend  and 
adherent  Strap. — I was  fo  much  aftonifhed  at  the  fight, 
that  I loft  the  power  of  utterance,  and  before  I could  re- 
colleft  myfelf  he  was  gone,  without  taking  any  notice 
of  me. — Indeed,  had  he  (laid,  I fcarcely  fhould  have 
ventured  to  accoft  him  ; becaufe,  though  I was  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  the  features  of  his  face,  I could 
not  be  pofitively  certain  as  to  the  reft  of  his  perfon, 
which  was  very  much  altered  for  the  better  iince  he  left 
me  at  London ; neither  could  I conceive  by  what  means 
he  was  enabled  to  appear  in  the  fphere  of  a gentleman, 
to  which,  while  I knew  him,  he  had  not  even  the  ambi- 
tion to  afpire. — But  I was  too  much  concerned  in  the 
affair  to  neglefl  further  information,  and  therefore  took, 
the  firft  opportunity  of  afking  the  porter  if  he  knew  the 
gentleman  to  whom  the  Marquis  fpoke.  Tl'.e  Swifs  told 
me  his  name  was  Monfieur  d’Eftrapes,  that  he  had  been 
valet  dc  chambre  to  an  Englifli  gentleman  lately  dc- 
ceafed,  and  that  he  was  very  much  regarded  by  the  mar- 
quis for  his  fidelity  to  his  mafter,  between  whom  and 
that  nobleman  a very  intimate  friendfhip  had  fubfiftcd. 
-—Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than  this 

piece 
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piece  of  intelligence,  which  bahifliecl  all  doubt  of  iis  be- 
ing my  friend,  who  had  found  means  to  Frenchify  his 
name  as  well  as  his  bcliaviour  fince  we  parted. — As 
foon,  therefore,  as  I was  relieved,  I went  to  his  lodg- 
ing, according  to  a direflion  given  me  by  tlie  Swifs,  and 
had  the  good  fortune  to  find  him  at  home.  That  I 
might  furprize  him  the  more,  I concealed  my  name  and 
bulinefs,  and  only  delired  the  fervant  of  the  houfe  to 
tell  Monfieur  d'Ellrapes,  that  I begged  the  honour  of 
half  an  hour’s  converfation  with  him. — He  was  con- 
founded and  difmayed  at  the  meffage,  when  he  under- 
tlocd  it  was  lent  by  a foldier.  Though  he  was  confeious 
to  himfelf  of  no  crime,  all  that  he  had  heard  of  the 
Bafiille  .appeared  to  his  imagination  with  aggravated 
horror;  and  it  was  not  before  I had  waited  a confider- 
ahle  time,  that  he  had  refolutiun  enough  to  bid  the  fer- 
vant lliew  me  up  flairs. — When  I entered  his  chamber, 
he  returned  my  bow  with  great  civility,  and  endeavoured, 
with  forced  com piaifance,  todifguife  his  fear,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  palcnefs  of  his  face,  the  wildnefs  of  his 

. looks,  and  the  fhaking  of  his  limbs. 1 was  diverted 

at  his  conllernation,  whicli  redoubled,  when  I told  him 
m French,  I had  bufinefs  for  his  private  ear,  and  de- 
manded a particular  audience. — The  valet  being  with- 
drawn, I afked  in  the  fame  language,  if  his  name  was 
d’Eftrapes,  to  which  he  anfwercd  with  a faultering 
tongue,  “ The  fame,  at  your  fervice.” — “ Are  you  a 
Frenchman?”  (laid  I.) — “ I have  not  the  honour  of 
' being  a Frenchman  born,  (replied  he,)  but  I have  an  in- 
I finite  veneration  for  the  country.”— I then  dtfired  he 
would  do  me  the  honour  to  look  at  me,  which  he  no  foon- 
I erdid,  than,  ftruck  with  my  appearance,  he  darted  back, 
and  cried  in  Englifh,  “ O Jefus  ! — Sure  it  can’t ! No,  ’tis 
I impoffible!” — I.fmiled  at  his  interjeflions,  faying,  “ I 
fuppofe  you  are  top  much  of  a gentleman  to  own  your 
friend  in  adverfity.” — When  he  heard  me  pronounce 
thefe  words  in  our  own  language,  he  leaped  upon  me  in  a 
I tranfport  of  joy,  luing  about  my  neck,  kiffed  me  from  ear 
■ tc  ear,  ard  blubbered  like  a great  fchool-boy  who  had  been 
‘ whij  t. — Tiien  obfe.  ving  my  drefs,  he  fet  up  his  throat, 

crying. 
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crying,  » O Lord!  O Lord  ! that  ever  I fliould  live  to 
fee  my  dcsreft  f'riei.cl  reiluctd  to  tl  e condition  of  a foot 
foldier  in  the  French  krvice!  Way  did  you  confent  to 
my  leaving  you  ? — But  I know  the  reafon — you  thought 
you  had  got  more  creditable  friends,  and  gr<w  afiiamed  of 
my  acquaintance— Ah!  Lord  help  us!  though  I was  a 
little  ftiort-fighted,  I was  not  altogether  blind  And 

though  I did  not  complain,  I was  not  the  lefs  icnfiblc 
of  your  unkindnefs,  which  was  indeed  the  only  thing  ' 
that  induced  me  to  ramble  abroad,  the  Lord  knows  whi- 
ther: but  I mull  own  it  has  been  a lucky  ramble  for 
me,  and  fo  I forgive  you,  and  may  God  forgive  you. 
O Lord ! O Lord ! is  it  come  to  this  ?" — I was  net- 
tled at  the  charge,  which,  though  juft,  I could  not  help 
thinking  unfeafonable,  and  told  him,  with  fonie  tartneis, 
that,  whether  his  fuipicions  were  ill  or  well  grounded,  he 
might  have  chofen  a more  convenient  oppcnunity  of  in- 
troducing them  : And  that  the  queftion  now  was,  whe- 
ther or  no  he  found  himfelf  dilpofed  to  lend  me  any 
aftiftance. “Dilpofed!  (replied  he  with  great  emo- 

tion,) I thought  you  had  known  me  fo  well,  as  to  affurc 
yourfelf,  without  alklng,  that  I,  and  all  that  belongs 
to  me,  are  at  your  command. — In  the  mean  time,  you 
Ihall  dine  with  me,  and  I will  tell  you  fomething  that, 
perhaps,  will  not  be  difp’eafing  unto  you . — Then  wring- 
ing my  hand,  he  faid,  “ It  makes  my  heart  bleed  to  fee 
you  in  that  garb.” — I thanked  him  for  liis  invitation, 
which,  I obferved,  could  not  be  unwelcome  to  a perfon 
who  had  not  eaten  a comfortable  meal  thefe  fevcii 
months : But  I had  r'nother  requeft  to  make,  which  I 
begged  he  would  piar  t before  dinner,  and  that  was  the 
10^1?  of  a fhirt : 1 or,  though  my  back  had  been  many 
weeks  a ftranger  to  any  comfort  of  that  kind,  my  Ikin 
was  not  yet  familiarized  to  the  want  of  it. — At  ftarcd  in 
my  face,  with  a woeful  countenance  at  this  declaration, 
which  he  could  fcarce  believe,  until  I explained  it,  by 
unbuttoning  my  coat,  and  dilclofing  my  naked  body;  a 
circumftance  that  fliocked  the  tender-hearted  Simp,  who, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  ran  to  a cheft  of  drawers,  and 
ioking  out  fome  linen,  prefented  to  me  a very  fine  rutB.d 
^ Holland 


RODERlC  RANDOM.  57 

Holbnd  fliirt,  and  camhrick  neckcloth,  afiuring  me,  he 
had  tliree  dozen  of  the  lame  kind  at  my  fervice. — I was 
raviflicd  at  this  piece  ot  good  news  ; and  having  accom- 
modated rnyfelf  in  a moment,  hugged  my  benefaflor  lor 
his  generous  offer,  faying,  I was  overj  '.ycd  to  find  him 
undebauched  by  prolperity,  which  feldom  fails  to  cor- 
rupt the  heart. ' He  belpoke  for  dinner  Ibme  loup  and 
bouille,  a couple  of  pullets  roafted,  and  a difh  of  alpara- 
gus,  and  in  the  interim  entertained  me  with  blfcult  and 
Burgundy  ; after  which  repaft  he  entreated  me  to  gra- 
tify his  longing  defirfi  of  knowing  every  circumftance  of 
my  fortuneYmee  his  departure  from  London. — This  re- 
qi’.elf  I complied  with,  beginning  at  the  adventure  of 
Gawky,  and  relating  every  particular  event  in  which  I 
had  been  concerned  from  that  day  to  the  prefent  hour. 
During  the  recital  my  friend  was  ftrongly  affeeVed,  ac- 
cording to  the  various  fituations  deferibed  : He  (farted 
with  iurprife,  glowed  with  indignation,  gaped  with  cu- 
riollty,  fmiled  with  plealure,  trembled  with  fear,  and 
wept  with  Ibrrow,  as  the  viciffitudes  of  my  life  inipired 
thefc  (iifferent  pafTions  : and  when  my  ftory  was  ended, 
fgififed  his  amazement  on  the  whole,  by  lifting  up  his 
eyes  and  hands,  and  protefting,  that,  though  I was  a 
young  man,  I had  fuffered  more  than  all  the  bleflcd  mai'- 
tyrs. 

After  dinner,  I defired  in  my  turn  to  know  the  parti- 
culars of  his  peregrination  ; and  he  fatisfied  me  in  a few 
words,  by  giving  me  to  underffand,  that  be  had  lived  a 
year  at  Paris  wit^h  his  mailer,  who  in  that  time  having 
acquired  the  language,  as  well  as  the  fafhionable  exer- 
cilcs,  to  perfeflion,  made^  tour  of  France  and  Holland, 
during  which  excurfion,  he  was  lb  unfortunate  as  to  meet 
with  three  of  his  own  countrymen  on  their  travels,  in 
whofe  company  he  committed  fuch  excefles,  that  his  con- 
fiitution  failed,  and  he  fell  into  a confumption  ; that,  by 
the  advice  of  phylicians,  he  went  to  Montpelier  for  the 
benefit  of  good  air,  and  recovered  fo  well  in  fix  weeks, 
that  he  returned  to  Rhtims,  feemingly  in  good  health, 
where  he  had  not  continued  above  a month,  v/hen  be  was 
felzed  with  a loolenefs  that  carried  him  offin  t«ii  days,!* 
VoL.  II.  F ihc 
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the  unfpeakable  forrow  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  efps- 
cially  of  Sn  ap,  who  had  been  very  happy  in  his  fervicc, 
and  given  fuch  fatisfaftion,  thatliis  mafter,  on  his  death- 
bed, recommended  him  to  feveral  perfons  of  diftinftion, 
for  his  diligence,  fobriety,  and  affeftion,  and  left  him  by 
will,  his  wearing  apparel,  gold  watch,  fword,  rings, 
ready  money,  ar^  all  the  moveables  he  had  in  France,  to 
the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds,  “ which  I now  (faid 
he)  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man  furrender  to  your  ab- 
folute  difpofal : Here  are  my  keys,  take  them,  I befeech 
you,  and  God  giveyou  joy  of  the  pofleflion.” — My  brain 
was  alnaoft  turned  by  the  fudden  change  of  fortune, 
which  1 could  fcarce  believe  real  : however,  I pofitively 
refufed  this  extravagant  proffer  of  my  friend,  and  put 
him  in  mind  of  my  being  a foldier  ; at  which  hint  he 
ftarted,  crying,  Odfo ! that^s  true— we  muft  procure 
your  difcharge. — I have  fome  intereft  with  a nobleman 
who  is  able  to  dome  that  favour.” — Weconfulted  about 
this  affair,  and  it  was  determined,  that  Monf.  d’Eltrapes 
fiiould  wait  upon  the  marquis  in  the  morning,  and  tell 
him  he  had  by  accident  found  his  brother,  whom  he  had 
not  feen  for  many  years  before,  a private  foldier  in  the 
regiment  of  Picardy,  and  implore  that  nobleman’s  in- 
tereft for  his  difcharge. — In  the  mean  time  we  enjoyed 
ourfelves  over  a bottle  of  good  Burgund)’',  and  fpent  the 
' evening  in  concerting  fchemes  for  our  future  condufi,  in 
cafe  I fhould  be  fo  lucky  as  to  get  rid  of  the  army. — The 
bufinefs  was  to  make  gurfelves  eafy  for  life,  by  means  of 
bis  legacy,  a talk  very  difficult,  and,  in  the ufual  methods 
of  laying  out  money,  altogether  impraflicable  ; fo  that, 
after  much  canvaffing,  we  could  come  to  no  refolution 
that  night,  but,  when  we  parted,  recommended  the  mat- 
ter to  the  ferious  attention  of  each  other.  As  for  my 
own  part,  I puzzled  my  imagination  to  no  purpofe. 
When  I thought  of  turning  merchant,  the  fmallnefs  of 
our  ftock,  and  the  rifk  of  leas,  enemies,  and  markets, 
deterred  me  from  that  fcheme. — If  I Ihould  fettle  as  a 
furgeon  in  my  own  country,  I fiiould  find  the  bufinefs 
already  overltocked  ; or  if  I pretended  to  fet  up  in  Eng- 
land, muft  labour  under  w.ant  of  friends,  and  powerful 

oppofition, 
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•ppofition,  obftacles  infurmountable  by  the  moft  fliin- 
inff  merit ; neither  fliouW  I fucceed  in  my  endeavours  to 
rile  in  the  ftate,  inalinuch  as  I could  neither  flatter  nor 
pimp  for  courtiers,  nor  proftitute  my  pen  in  defence  of  a 
wicked  and  cpntemptibleadminiftratipn. — Before!  could 
form  any  feafible  projecf,  I fell  alleep,  and  my  fancy  was 
blefl’ed  with  the  image  of  my  dear  Narcifla,  who  (eemed 
to  fmile  uponmy  paffion,  and  ofF<;r  her  hand  as  aiewaid 

for  all  my  toils.  , , , • c 

Early  in  the  morning  I went  to  the  lodging  or  my 
friend,  whom  I found  exulting  over  his  happy  mveii- 
tion  ; for  I no  I'ooner  entered  his  apartment,  than  he  ad; 
drefled  himfelf  to  me  in  ihefe  words,  with  a fmile  of  felt- 
applaufe  : “ Well,  Mr.  Random,  a lucky  thought  may 
come  into  a fool’s  head  Ibmetimes.  I have  hit  it— I’jl 
hold  you  a button  my  plan  is  better  than  your’s,  lor  all 
your  learning. — But  you  fliall  have  the  preference  in  this 
as  in  all  ofher  things  ; therefore  proceed,  and  let  us 
know  the  effcfts  of  your  meditation. — and  then  I will 
impart  my  own  Ample  cogitations.” — I told  him,  that 
notone  thought  had  occurred  tome  which  deferved  the 
Jeaft  notice,  and  Agnified  my  impatience  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  fruits  of  his  rcfleaion.— As  vve  have  not  (faid 
he)  money  fufficient  to  maintain  us  during  a tedious  ex- 
peftation,  it  is  my  opinion,  that  a bold  pufh  muft  be 
made  ; and  I fee  none  fo  likely  to  fucceed  as  your  ap- 
pearing in  thechaiaaer  of  a gentleman,  (which  is  your 
doe,)  and  making  your  addrefles  to  fome  lady  of  fortune 
who  can  render  you  independent  at  once.-r-Nay,  don’t 
ftare — I affirm  that  this  fcheme  is  both  prudent  and  ho- 
nourable ; for  I would  not  have  yon  throw  yourfelf  away 
upon  an  old  toothlefs,  wheezing  dame,  whole  breath 
would  ftink  you  into  a confumption  in  lefs  tlian  three 
months  ; neither  would  I ad  vile  yon  to  aflume  the  cha- 
raaer  of  a wealthy  Iquire,  as  ycur  common  fortune- 
hunters  do,  by  which  means  many  a poor  lady  is  cheated 
into  matrimony,  and,  inftead  of  enjoying  the  pomp  and 
grandeur  that  was  promifed,  lees  her  dowry  feized  by  hei 
hufband’s  rapacious  creditors,  and  herlelt  reduced  to 
mifery  and  defpair.T— No,  I know  you  have  a foul  that 
F 2 difdains 
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difdains  fucliimpofitioii ; and  are  maftersof  qiialificaticns 
both  of  mind  and  body,  v/hich  alone  intitle  you  to  a 

inatcli  that  will  fet  you  above  the  world. 1 have 

clothes  in  my  poirefiion  that  a duke  need  not  he  alhamed 
to  wear. — I believe  they  will  fit  you  as  they  are  ; if  not, 
there  are  plenty  of  taylors  in  France. — Let  us  take  a 
fiioit  trip  to  Paris,  and  provide  ourfelves  with  all  other 
necefi'ai  ies,  then  fet  out  for  England,  where  I intend  to 
do  myfclf  the  honour  of  attending  you  in  quality  of  a 
valet. — This  expedient  will  fave  you  the  expence  of  a 
fervant,  flraving  and  drelTing  ; and  I doubt  not  but,  by 
the  blcfiing  ot  God,  we  (hall  bring  matters  to  a fpeedy 
and  fortunate  iffiie.” — Extravagant  as  this  propofal  was, 
I iiftened  to  it  with  pleafure,  becaufeit  flattered  my  va- 
nity, and  indulged  a ridiculous  Irope  I began  to  enter- 
tain of  my  infpiring  NarcifTa  with  a mutual  flame. 

After  breakfafl,  Monfieur  d'Elfrapes  went  to  pay  his 
devoirs  to  the  marquis,  and  was  lb  luccefsful  in  his  ap- 
plication, that  I obtained  a difcharge  in  a few  days  ; 
upon  which  we  fet  out  for  Paris.' — 'Here  I had  time  to 
reflect  and  congratulate  myfelf  upon  the  fudden  tranfition 
of  fate,  which  to  bear  with  moderation  required  fome 
degree  of  philofophy  and  felf-denial.  -r-This  truth  will  be 
more  obvious,  if  I give  a detail  of  the  particulars,  to 
the  quiet  pofllffion  of  whicii  I wa»  railed  in  an  inftant, 
from  the  mod  abjeft  mifery  and  contempt. — My  ward- 
robe confided  of  five  fafliionable  coats,  full  mounted  ; 
two  of  which  were  plain,  one  of  cut  velvet,  one  trimmed 
with  gold,  and  another  with  diver  lace  : two  frocks  ; one 
of  white  drab,  with  large  plate  buttons,  the  other  of  blue 
with  gold  binding  : one  waidcoat  of  gold  brocade;  one 
of  blue  fatin,  embroidered  with  filver  ; one  of  gretn-filk, 
trimmed  with  broad -figured  gold  lace;  oneof  black  filk, 
with  fringes  ; one  of  whitefatin  ; one  of  black  cloth,  and 
one  of  Icarlet  : fix  pair  of  cloth  breeches  ; one  pair  of 
crimfon,  and  another  of  black  velvet : twelve  pair  of  white 
filk  dockings, as  many  of  black  filk,  and  the  fame  num- 
ber ot  fine,  cot  ton ; one  hatlaced  with  go\A  point  d'efpagne, 
another  with  filver  lace  fcolloped,  a third  with  gold 
binding,  and  a fourth  plain  ; three  dozen  of  fine  rulTlcd 

fliiits. 
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ftiirts,  ssmany  neckcloths  ; one  dozen  of  can\bric*hand* 
kerchiefs,  and  the  like  number  of  filk.  The  other  move- 
ables, which  I pplTelfed,  by  the  generofity  and  friendfliip 
of  Strap,  were  a gold  watch  with  a chafed  cafe,  two  va- 
luable diamond  rings,  t\Vo  mourning  fwords,  one  with  a 
filver  handle,  and  a fourth  cut  fteel  inlaid  with  gold  ; a 
diamond  (lock  buckle,  and  a fet  of  (lone  buckles  for  the 
knees  and  (hoes  ; a pair  of  filver  mounted  piftols  with 
rich  houfings  ; a gold  headed  cane  ; and  a (huff-box  of 
tortoife-(hell  mounted  with  geld,  having  the  piflure  of  a 
lady  in  the  top. — The  gentleman  left  many  other  thing? 
of  value,  which  my  friend  bad  converted  into  ca(h  before 
I met  with  him  ; lb  that,  over  and  above  thefe  particu- 
lars, our  (lock  in  ready  money  amounted  to  fomething 
more  than  two  hundred  pounds. 

Thus  equipt,  I put  on  the  gentleman  of  figure,  and, 
attended  by  my  honed  friend,  who  was  contented  with 
the  dation  of  my  valet,  vifited  the  Louvre,  examined 
the  gallery  of  Luxembourgh,  and  appeared  at  Vcrfailles, 
where  I had  thehonour  of  feeing  his  Mod  Chridian  Ma- 
jedy  eat  a confiderable  quantity  of  olives. — During  the 
month  I fpent  at  Paris,  I went  feveral  times  to  court, 
the  Italian  comedy,  opera,  and  play  houfe,  danced  at  a 
mafquerade,  and,  in  (hort,  faw  every  thing  remarkable 
in  and  about  that  capital — Then  we  fet  out  for  Eng- 
land by  the  way  of  Flanders,  paffed  through  Bruffels, 
Ghent,  and  Bruges,  and  took  (hipping  at  Odend,  from 
whence  in  fourteen  hours  we  arrived  at  Deal,  hired  a 
pod-chaife,  and  in  twelve  hours  more  got  fafe  to  London  j 
having  difpofed  of  our  heavy  baggage  in  the  waggon. 
CHAP.  IX. 

I enquire  for  my  Uncle,  and  underftand  be  is  gone  to  Sea, 

Take  Lodgings  at  Charing -cr of s Go  to  the  Piny, 

ijobere  I meet  nvith  an  Ad’venture Dine  at  an  Ordi- 
nary-, the  Guefls  deferibed Become  acquainted  rxsith 

Medlar  and  DoSor  IVagtail. 

AS  foon  as  we  alighted  at  the  inn,  I difpatched  Strap 
to  enquire  for  my  uncle,  at  the  Union  Flag  in  Wapr 
ping  } and  he  returned  in  a little  time,  with  an  account 
of  Mr.  Bowling’s  having  gone  to  fea,  mate  of  a mer- 
chant-(hip,  after  a long  and  unfuccefsful  application  an(^ 
F 3 attendance 
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attendance  at  the  admiralty  ; where,  It  feems,  the  !n- 
tcreft  he  depentiecl  upon  was  not  luflicient  toieinftatc 
him,  or  recover  the  pay  tliat  was  due  to  him  when  he 
quitted  the  Thunder. 

Next  day  I hired  very  handfome  lodgings  not  far 
from  Charing-crols  : and  In  the  evening  drelTed  myfelf 
in  a plain  fuit  of  the  true  Paris  cut,  and  appeared  in  a 
front  box  at  the  play,  where  I faw  a good  deal  of  com- 
pany, and  was  vain  enough  to  believe,  that  I was  ob- 
ferved  with  an  uncommon  degree  ot  attention  and  ap- 
plaule.  This  filly  conceit  intoxicated  me  fo  much,  that 
I was  guilty  of  a thoufand  ridiculous  coquetries  ; and 
I dare  lay,  how  favourable  foever  the  thoughts  of  the 
company  might  be  at  my  firft  appearance,  they  were 
foon  changed,  by  my  abfurd  behaviour,  into  pity  or  con- 
tempt.— i rofe  and  fat  down,  covered  and  uncovered  my 
head  twenty  times  between  the  acts  ; pulled  out  my 
watch,  clapped  it  to  my  ear,  wound  it  up,  fet  it,  gave 
it  the  hearing  again  ; — difplayed  my  InufF  box,  affedled 
to  take  fnuff,  that  I might  have  an  opportunity  of  fhew- 
ing  my  brilliant,  and  wiped  my  nofe  with  a perfumed 
handkerchief ; — then  dangled  my  cane,  and  adjultcd  my 
fword  knot,  and  adled  many  more  fooleries  of  the  fame 
kind,  in  hopes  of  attaining  the  charafter  of  a pretty 
fellow,  in  the  acquiring  of  which,  1 found  two  confi- 
derable  obftruftions  in  my  difpofition  ; namely,  a na- 
tural referve  and  jealous  fenfjbility.  Fain  would  I I’.ave 
entered  into  converfation  with  the  people  around  me ; but 
I was  reftrained  by  the  fear  ot  being  cenfured  for  my 
alTurance,  as  well  as  by  reflefting  that  I was  more  en- 
titled to  a compliment  of  this  kind  from  them,  than  they 

to  fuch  condefcenfion  from  a ftranger  like  me.- How 

often  did  I redden  at  the  frequent  whifpers  and  loud 
laughter  of  my  fellow  beaux,  which  I imagined  were 
excited  by  me  ! and  how  often  did  I envy  the  happy 
indifference  of  thole  choice  fpirits  who  beheld  the  dilfrefs 
of  the  feene,  without  difeovering  the  lead  fymptom  of 
approbation  or  concern  ! My  attention  was  engaged  in 
fpite  of  myfelf,  and  I could  not  help  weeping  with  the 
jieroine  of  the  llage  j though  I praaifed  a great  many 

fhift5 
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to  conceal  this  piece  of  nnpolite  wealcnefs. — Wlien 
"the  play  was  ended,  I fat  waiting  for  an  opportunity  of 
!handing  fome  lady  to  her  coach  j.biit  e%’ery  one  was  at- 
itended  by  fuch  a number  of  officious  gallants,  that  for 
ca  long  time  I was  baulked  in  my  expeifation. — - — At 
flength,  however,  I perceived  a very  handfome  creature, 
^enteely  drcfl'cd  fitting  by  herfelf  in  a box,  at  forrte 
idilfance  from  me ; up<,n  which  I went  up  to  her,  and 
«fF;red  my  fervice. — She  feemed  to  be  in  fome  confufion, 
tthanked  me  for  my  complaifance,  and  with  a tender 
Book  declined  giving  me  the  trouble ; looking  at  her 
nvatch,  and  teftifying  her  furprife  at  the  negligence  of 
tier  footman,  whom  (he  had  ordered  to  have  a chair  ready 
(for  her  at  that  hour. — I repeated  my  entreaty  with  all 
the  eloquence  and  compliment  I was  mafter  of ; and  in 
the  event,  (he  was  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  a propofal 
H made,  to  fend  my  fervant  for  a chair  or  coach  : Ac- 
{cordingly.  Strap  was  difpatched  for  that  purpofe,  and  re- 
rturned  without  fuccefs.  By  tlus  time  the  play  houfe  was 
iquite  empty,  and  we  were  obliged  to  retire.  As  I led 
ther  through  the  pafTage,  I cbferved  five  or  fix  young 
Iftllows  of  fafhion  (landing  in  a corner,  one  of  whom, 
Bs  I thought,  tipt  my  charmer  the  wink  ; and  when  we 
swere  paft  I heard  them  fet  up  a loud  laugh. — This  note 
firoufed  my  attention,  and  I was  relblved  to  be  fully 
<fatisfied  of  this  lady’s  charaffer  before  I (liould  have 
cny  nearer  conne<5f ion  with  her. — As  no  convenience  ap- 
peared, I propo.'ed  to  conduft  her  to  a tavern,  where 
fcve  might  (fay  a few  minutes,  till  my  fervant  could  fetch 
IX  coach  from  the  Strand. — She  feemed  particularly  (hy 
jf  trufting  herfelf  in  a tavern  with  a (franger;  but  at 
.aft  yielded  to  my  pathetic  remonftrances,  rather  than 
rndanger  her  health,  by  remaining  in  a cold  damp 
' horoughfare. — Having  thus  far  fucceeded,  I begged  to 
-now  what  wine  (he  would  be  plcafcd  to  drink  a glafs 
■^■f ; but  (lie  profefred  tlie  grea’eft  averfion  to  all  forts  of 
ftrong  liquors  ; and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that  I 
could  perl'uade  her  to  eat  a jelly. — In  the  mean  time,  I 
endeavoured  to  alleviate  the  uneafmefs  (lie  difeovered, 
•y  faying  all  the  agreeable  things  X could  think  of ; at 

which 
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which  file  would  often  figh,  and  regard  me  with  a lan- 
guifhing  look,  that  feemed  however  too  near  a -kin  to 
the  lewd  leer  of  a courtezan. — This  difcovery,  added  to 
my  former  fufpicion,  while  it  put  me  upon  my  guard 
againft  her  arts,  divefted  me  of  referve,  and  enabled  me 
to  entertain  her  with  gaity  and  freedom. — In  the  courfe 
of  her  converfation,  I prefTed  her  to  allow  me  the  honour 
of  waiting  upon  her  next  day  at  her  lodgings,  a requeft 
which  Are  with  many  apologies,  refnfed,  lead  it  fliould 
give  umbrage  to  Sir  John,  who  was  of  a difpofition 
apt  to  be  fretted  with  trifles. — This  information,  by 
which  I was  to  underftand  that  her  hufband  was  a 
knight,  did  not  check  my  addrefies,  which  became  more 
and  more  importunate,  and  I was  even  hardy  enough 
toravifli  akils. — But,  O heavens  ! inftead  of  banquet- 
ting  on  the  ambrofial  flavour  that  her  delicacy  of  com- 
plexion promifed,  I was  almoft  fuffbcated  with  the 
Hearns  of  Geneva!  An  exhalation  of  this  kind  from 
a mouth  which  had  juft  before  declared  an  utter  abhor- 
penee  of  all  Ipirituous  liquors,  not  only  changed  my 
doubts  into  certainty,  but  my  raptures  into  loathing  j 
and  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for  me  to  have  preferved 
common  complaifance  five  minutes  longer,  when  my 
iervant  returned  with  the  coach.  I took  the  advantage 
of  this  occafion,  and  prefented  my  hand  to  the  lady, 
who  put  in  praftice  againft  me  the  whole  artillery  of  her 
charms,  ogling,  languifhing,  fighing,  and  fqueezing, 
with  fo  little  referve,  that  Strap  perceived  her  tendemefs, 
and  rubbed  his  hands  with  joy  as  he  followed  us  to  the 
Joor  j — but  I was  proof  againft  all  her  endearments, 
and  handed  her  into  the  coach  with  an  intention  to  take 
my  leave  immediately.  Sheguefled  my  defign,  and  in- 
vited me  to  her  houfe,  whifpering,  that  now  Sir  John 
was  gone  to  bed,  flte  could  have  the  pleafure  of  my  con- 
verfation  for  half  an  hour  without  interruption.  I told 
her  there  was  no  mortification  I would  not  undergo 
rather  than  endanger  the  repofe  of  her  ladylhin  and 
bidding  the  coachman  drive  on,  wiftied  her  a good  night. 
She  loft  all  temper  at  my  indifference ; and  flopping  the 
coach  at  the  diftance  of  about  twenty  yards  from  me, 

popped 
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Eopped  out  her  head,  ar.d  bawled  with  the  lungs  of  a 
fli-woman,  “ Damn  you,  you  dog,  won’t  you  pay 
khe  coacli  liire  ?”  As  I made  no  anlwer,  flie  held  forth 
pgaii'.ft  me  with  an  eloquence  peculiar  to  herfelf ; calling 
pititul  tellow,  Icoundrel,  and  an  hundred  fuch  ap- 
^.lellations  ; concluding  with  an  oath,  that,  for  all  my 
|«ppearance,  the  believed  I had  got  no  money  in  my 
kiocket. 

I Having  thus  vented  her  indignation,  /he  ordered  the 
proachman  to^procceil,  and  I returned  to  the  tavern, 
►where  I befpoke  Ibmething  for  fupper,  very  well  pleafed 
|kt  the  ifl'ue  ot  this  adventuie. — I dilpenfed  with  tlic 
k-trendance  of  the  waiter  at  table,  on  pretence  that  my 
f»wn  lervant  was  prelent ; and  when  we  were  alone,  /'aid 
W Strap,  Well,  Monlleur  d’Eltrapes,  what  do  you 
^Ink  ct  tills  lady  ?” — My  triend,  who  had  nor  opened 
k is  month  fince  her  departure,  could  make  no  other  le- 
l.  ly  than  the  raonofyliable  " Think  which  lie  pro- 
i lanced  with  a n te  of  fear  and  aftoni/liment. — Siir- 
jjrifed  at  this  emplia/is,  I i'urveycd  my  valet,  and  per- 
i:-iving  a wildnefs  in  his  looks,  alked  if  he  had  /eeji  his 
i rand  father’s  gholi?  “ Gboll  ! (I'aid  he,)  lam  lure  I 
► avc  feen  a devil  inparnate  ! Who  would  have  tliought 
I lit  fo  much  dcvili/h  malice  and  Billingfgate  could  lurk 
I.  ider  fuch  Iweetncls  ot  countenance  and  inedefty  of  be- 
Uavioiir  ? Ah  ! God  help  us  J Fronti  nulla  fide s — 7iuniutn 
crede  colori — but  we  ought  to  down  on  our  knees  and 
iJds  God  for  delivering  us  from  the  jaws  of  that  painted 
r ulchre.’  — I was  pretty  much  ot  Strap’s  opinion  ; and 
liough  I did  not  believe  mytclf  in  any  danger  from  the 
Jlurcmcnts  of  that  fifterhood,  I determined  to  aft  with 
treat  circumipeaion  for  the  future,  and  /hun  all  com- 
►se.ee  of  that  kind,  as  equally  prejudicial  to  my  purle 
fid  con/iitiuiun. 

My  next  care  was  to  introduce  myfelf  into  a fet  of 
exxi  acquaintance  ; for  which  purpofe  I frequented  a 
i-rta;n  coffee- houfc,  noted  for  the  refort  of  good  com- 
*ny,  Englilh  as  well  as  foreigners,  where  my  appear- 
ece  procured  all  the  civilities  and  advances  I could  de- 
e.  As  there  was  an  ordinary  in  the  lame  houfe,  I 

went 
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wentupftairs  to  dinner  with  the  other  guefts,  and  found 
myfelf  at  a table  with  thirteen  people,  the  greateft  part 
of  whom  were  better  drefled  than  myfelf. — The  con- 
ver/ation,  which  was  moftly  can*itd  on  in  the  French, 
turned  chiefly  on  politics  ; and  I foon  found  the  whole 
company  was  in  the  French  intereft,  myfelf  excepted, 
and  a tefty  old  gentleman,  who  contradifled  every  thing 
that  was  advanced  in  favour  of  his  Moft  Chriflian  Ma- 
jefly,  with  a furlinefs  .truly  Englifli. — But  this  trufty 
patriot,  who  had  never  been  out  of  his  own  country, 
and  drew  all  his  maxims  and  notions  from  prejudice  and 
hearfay,  was  very  unequal  to  his  antagonifts,  who  were 
liiperior  to  him  in  learning  and  experience,  and  often 
took  the  liberty  of  travellers,  in  alTerting  things  which 
were  not  ftriftly  true,  becaulb  they  thought  thcmlelves 
in  no  danger  of  being  detefted  by  him.  The  claim  of 
the  queen  of  Spain  to  the  Auftrian  dominions  in  Italy, 
was  fully  explained  and  vindicated,  by  a perfon  who  fat 
oppofite  to  me,  'and  by  the  folemnity  of  his  manner, 
and  the  richnefs  of  his  apparel,  feemed  to  be  a foreign 
ambaflador. — This  diflertation  produced  another  on  the 
pragmatic  fanftion,  handled  with  great  warmth  by  3 
young  gentleman  at  my  right  hand,  drelfed  in  a green 
frock  trimmed  with  gold,  who  juftified  the  French  king 
for  his  breach  of  that  contraa  ; and  affirmed  that  he 
could  not  have  obferved  it,  without  injuring  his  own 
glory.  Although  .1  was  not  at  all  convinced  by  this 
gentleman’s  arguments,  I could  not  help  admiring  his 
vivacity,  which  I imagined  mull  be  the  effe6l  of  his  il- 
luftrious  birth  and  noble  education,  and  accordingly  ra- 
ted him  in  my  conjefture  as  a young  prince  on  his  tra- 
vels.— The  difcourfe  was  afterwards  (hifted  by  an  old 
gentleman,  of  a very  martial  appearance,  to  the  laft 
campaign,  when  the  battle  of  Dettingen  was  fought 
over  again,  with  fo  many-  circumftances  to  the  honour 
of  the'^French,  and  difadvantage  of  the  allies,  that  I 
began  to  entertain  (bme  doubts  of  my  having  been  there 
in  perfon,  and  took  the  liberty  to  mention  fome  objec- 
tions to  what  he  advanced. — This  freedom  introduced  a 
difpute,  which  lafted  a®good  while,  to  the  mortification 
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•of  all  prefent  ;■  and  was  as  laft  referred  to  the  deternii- 
•Jiation  of  a grave  perlbn,  whom  they  ftiled  do6>or,  and 
•who,  under  a fliew  of  great  moderation,  decided  it 
eigainft  me,  with  fo  little  regard  to  truth,  that  I taxed 
liim  with  partiality  in  pretty  fevere  terms,  to  the  no  fmall 
entertainment  of  the  true  Englifh  politician,  who  re- 
joiced at  my  defence  of  a caufe  he  had  lb  often  efpoufed 
without  fuccefs,  Myopponent,  pleafed  with  the  viilory 
lie  had  gained,  affefted  a great  deal  of  candour,  and 
:old  me,  he  fhould  not  have  been  fo  pofitive,  if  he  had 
not  been  at  great  pains  to  inform  himfelf  of  each  par- 
ticular.”— “ Indeed,  (faid  he)  I am  convinced  that,  the 
previous  fteps  confidered,  things  could  not  happen  other- 
wife  ; for  we  generals  who  have  feen  fervice,  though  we 
-nay  not  be  on  the  fpot  ourfelves,  know  by  the  lead 

ketch  of  the  difpofition  what  muft  be  the  event.” 

We  then  cenfured,  with  great  freedom,  every  circum- 
Jlance  of  theconduft  of  thole  who  commanded  the  allies ; 
^rom  thence  made  a tranfition  to  the  miniltry,  which  he 
thonoured  with  many  inveflives,  for  employing  people 
who  had  neither  experience  nor  capacity,  to  the  preju- 
flice  of  old  officers  who  had  been  diftinguilhed  for  both  ; 
ilropt  many  hints  of  his  own  importance;  and  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  the  French  and  Spaniards  know 
netter  how  to  value  generals  of  merit ; the  good  effefls 
bf  which  were  teen  in  the  conqueifs  they  gain,  and  the 
admirable  difcipline  of  their  troops,  which  are  at  the 
came  time  better  clothed  and  paid  than  any  foldiers  in 
-he  univerle.  Thefe  remarks  turnilhed  the  green  knight 
with  an  opportunity  of  launching  out  in  the  praife  of 
he  French  government  in  general,  civil  as  well  as  milL- 
carj' ; on  which  occafion  he  made  many  odious  com- 
parifens  to  the  difad  vantage  of  the  Englifh.  Everybody, 
!:.Imofl:,  alfentcd  totheobfervationshemade;  and  the  doc - 
or  gave  his  fanclion,  by  faying,  the  people  in  France 
were  undoubtedly  the  happielt  fubjeiffs  in  the  world. — I 
was  fo  much  allonilhed  and  confounded  at  their  infatua- 
..on  and  elf; ontery,  that  I had  not  power  to  ulter  one 
'-'Old  in  oppofition  to  their  aflertions ; but  my  morole 
‘•ITociate  could  not  put  up  with  the  indignity  tint  was 
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offered  to  Old  England,  and  therefore  with  a fatirical 
grin  addreffed  liimlelf  to  the  general  in  thefe  words: 

“ Sir,  Sir,  I have  often  heard  it  laid,  a ^iUcincus 

bird  that  befouls  her  ovsn  neft. As  for  what  thofe 

people,  who  are  foreigners,  fay,  I don  t mind  it,  they 
know  no  better  ; but  you,  who  were  bred  and  born,  and 
have  got  your  bread  under  the  Englifli  government, 
flioiild  have  more  regard  to  gratitude  as  well  as  truth, 
in  ceni'uring  your  native  country. — If  the  miniftry  have 
thought  fir  to  lay  you  afide,  I fuppofe  they  have  their 
own  Veafons  for  fo  doing  ; and  you  ought  to  renrember 
that  you  ftill  live  on  the  bounty  of  tins  nation.  As 
for  thefe  gentlemen  (meaning  the  prince  and  ambafTadoi ) 
who  make  fo  free  with  our  conftitution,  laws,  and  genius  : 
of  our  people,  I think  they  might  Ihew  a little  mt  re  ' 
refpea  for  their  benefaflors,  who,  I muft  own,  are  to 
blame,  in  liarbcuring,  prott-aing,  and  encouraging  idch 
uimratvful  vagrants  as  they  are.” — Ac  thefe  words  the 
chevalier  in  green  (farted  up  in  a great  pafiion,  and  laying 
his  hand  on^he  hilt  of  his  hanger,  exclaimed,  “ Ha, 

foutre  /” The  Englifhman,  on  the  other  hand,  gralp- 

ing  his  cane,  cried,  .Don't  foutre  me,  firrah,  or  by 
G — d.  I’ll  knock  you  down.” — The  company  intei  - 
pofed,  the  Frenchman  fat  down  again,  and  his  antagonilf 
proceeded — “ Lookee,  Monfieur,  yon  knew  very  well, 
that  had  you  dared  to  fpeak  lb  freely  of  the  adminilfra- 
tion  of  your  own  country  in  P.aris,  as  you  have  done 
f)l  ours  iu  London,  you  w*ould  have  been  ient  to  the 
Balfille  without  ceremony,  where  you  might  have  rotted  ; 
in  a dungeon,  and  never  feen  the  I ght  of  t.^.e  fun  again.  ^ 
— Now,‘Sir,  take  my  word  for  it,  although  our  confli-  • 
tution  I'creens  us  from  fuch  oppr.flion,  we  want  not  laws 

to  chulfife  the  authors  of  feditious  difeoujie;  and  if  I . 

hear  another  fyllable  but  of  your  mouth,  in  contempt 
or  prejudice  of  this  kingdom,  I will  give  you  a eenV  ircing 
proof  of  what  I advance,  and  have  you  laid^  bj  the 

heels  for  your  prefumption. This  declaration  had 

an  effeef  on  the  company  as  fiuiuen  as  lurp'rifing.  — . 
The  young  prince  became  fupple  as  a fpaniil,  the  .am- 
baludor  trembled,  the  gciver.il  lat  filcnt  and  auafhed,  , 

and 

*4 
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sand  thedoaor,  who,  it  leems.had  felt  tlie  rod  of  power, 
grew  pale  as  death,  and  afliired  us  all,  that  he  had  no 
intention  to  affront  any  perfon  or  people.  “ Your 
principles,  doaor,  (refumed  the  old  gentleman,)  are  no 

I'ecrct. 1 have  nothing  to  fay  upon  that  head  ; but 

am  very  much  lurprifed  that  a man  who  defpifes  us  fo 

! much,  flioiild,  notwithllanding,  live  among  us,  when  he 

has  no  vilible  motive  for  fo  doing. Why  don  t you 

take  up  your  habitation  in  your  beloved  France,  where 
you  may  rail  at  England  without  cenlure.” — To  this 
remonftrance  the  dotlor  thought  proper  to  make  no  re- 
ply ; and  an  unfocial  filence  enlued  ; which  I perceiving, 
took  notice,  that  it  was  pity  fuch  idle  difputes,  maintain- 
ed very  often  through  whim  or  diyerfiun,  fhould  create 
any  mifunderltanding  among  gentlemen  of  good  fenfe  ; 
and  propofed  to  drinkdownall  animolity  in  another  bot- 
tle.  This  motion  was  applauded  by  the  whole  com- 

pany i The  wine  was  brought  j and  the  Englilh  cham- 
pion declaring  he  had  no  fpleen  againlt  any  man  for  dif- 
tcring  in  opinion  from  him,  any  tnore  than  for  difference 
of  complexion,  drank  to  the  good  health  of  all  prefent  ; 
the  compliment  was  returned,  and  the  converfation  once 
more  became  unreferved,  though  more  general  than  be- 
fure.  Among  other  topics,  the  fubjeiSl  of  war  was  in- 
troduced, on  which  the  general  declaimed,  with  great 
eloquence,  recounting  many  of  his  own  exploits  by  way 
of  illuftration.  In  the  courfe  of  his  harangue  he  hap- 
penerl  to  mention  the  word  epaideinent , upon  which  the 
telly  gentleman  afked  the  meaning  of  that  term. — “ I’ll 
tell  you  what  an  epaulement  is,  (replied  he.) — I never 
law  an  epaulement  but  once — and  that  was  at  the  fiege 
of  Namur — In  a council  of  war,  Monfieur  Cohorn,  the 
famous  engineer,  affirmed  the  place  could  not  be  taken;” 

“ Yes  (faid  the  prince  of  Vandemont)  it  may  be 

taken  by  an  epaulement.” — Tliis  was  immediately  put 
in  execution,  and  m twenty -four  hours,  Marefchal  Hoilf^ 
flers  was  fain  to  capitulate.  Here  he  made  a full  flop  ; 
and  the  old  gentleman  repeated  the  quellion,  “ Eut  pray 

what  is  an  epaulement  ?” To  this  interrogation  the 

officer  made  no  immediate  reply,  but  rang  the  bell,  and 
VoL.  II,  Cf  called 
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calW  for  a bill,  which  being  brought,  lie  threw  dowa 
his  pjoporiion  of  tiie  reckoning,  and  teiliag  the  com- 
pany, he  would  fliew  them  an  epaulement  when  his  Ma- 
jefly  fliould  think  fit  to  entruft  him  with  the  command 
of  our  aiiny  abroad,  ftriitted  avray  with  great  dignity. 
I could  not  imagine  w'hy  lie  was  fo  fliy  of  explaining 
one  of  the  moft  hmple  terms  of  fortification  ; which  [ 
forthwith  deferibed  as  a fide  work,  compofed  of  earth, 
gabions,  or  fafeines  j but  I was  very  much  furprifed 
when  I afterwards  undertfood  that  his  referve  procee<ied 
from  his  ignorance. — Having  paid  our  bill,  we  adjourned 
to  the  coffee-room,  where  my  follow  labourer  inlifted  on 
treating  me  with  a'difli,  giving  me  to  underftand,  at  the 
lame  time,  that  I had  acquired  ins  good  opinion,  both 
with  refpe£f  to  my  principles  and  undeilfanding. — I 
tlianiced  him  for  his  compliment  j and  profeffing  myfolf 
an  utter  ftianger  in  this  part  of  the  world,  begged  he 
would  have  the  goodiieis  to  infoira  me  of  the  quality 
and  charaflers  of  the  people  who  dined  above. — Tins 
recueftwas  a real  favour  to  one  of  hisdil'jKjfition,  which 
was  no  iefs  communicative  than  curious  : he  therefore 
complied  with  great  fatisfaftion,  and  told  me,  to  my 
extreme  aftonilhment,  that  tlieluppoled  young  prince  was 
a dancer  at  one  of  the  theatres  ; and  tiie  ambafi'ador  no 
other  than  a fiddler  bebnging  to  the  opera.  “ Thedoc* 
tor  {.l  aid  lie)  is  a Roman  Catholic  prieft,  who  fometimes 
appears  ir.  the  charafter  of  an  officer,  and  affumes  the 
name  of  captain ; but  more  generally  takes  the  garb, 
title,  and  behaviour  of  a phyfician,  in  which  capacity 
he  weedles  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  weak- 
minded  people,  and,  by  arguments  no  Icfs  fpecious  than 
falfe,  converts  them  from  their  religion  and  allegiance. 

‘ — He  has  been  in  the  hands  of  julrice  more  than  once 
for  fuch  praSices  j but  he  is  a lly  dog,  and  manages 
matters  with  fo  much  craft,  that  hitherto  lie  has  efcaped 
for  a fliort  imprifonment. — As  for  the  general,  you  may 
foe  he  has  owed  his  promotion  more  to  his  interelt  than 
bis  capacity  ; and  now  that  the  eyes  of  the  miniftry  arc 
opened,  bis  friends  dead,  or  become  inconfiderabk-,  he 
ffi'uck  oft  t)ie  lift,  and  obliged  to  put  up  with  a yearly 

penhen  j 
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b*tnfion;  In  confeqxwnce  of  this  rcduSioDjiieis  becwnie 
bmalcontent,  and  inveighs  againft  the  goverranent  in  aU 
l.companics,  with  fo  little  difcretion,  that  I amlurprifed 
i at  tl4  lenity  of  the  adminiftration  in  ovevlookiog  his  ui- 
( folence : but  the  truth  of  the  matter  is,  he  owes  ms 
i lafety  to  his  weaknefs  and  want  of  importance. 
f has  leen  a little,  and  but  a little  fervice  5 and  yet,  it  you 
’ will  take  his  word  for  it,  there  has  not  been  a gre^ 
t aflion  performed  in  the  field  fince  the  Revoiotiwi,  m 
which  he  was  not  principally  concerned.  Wnen  a Itory 
is  told  of  any  great  gener^,  he  immediately  maters  it 
with  one  of  himlclf  ; though  he  is  often  unhappy  in  nis 
invention,  and  commits  fueb  grofs  bluiuk«  m the  de- 
tail, that  every  body  is  in  pain  lor  him.— Casfu,  roin- 
pey,  and  Alexander  the  Great,  are  continually  in  bis 
mouth  ; and  as  he  reads  a good  deal,  yvitliout  any  ^g- 
ment  to  digeft  it,  his  ideas  are  confufed,  and  hss  ha- 
rangues areas  unintelligible  as  infinite  ; for  when  once  he 
begins,  there  isno  chanceof  his  leaving  off  1 peaking,  wniJc 
one  perlbn  remains  to  yield  attention  ; theief ore  the  ^y 
expedient  I know,  for  putting  a flop  to  his  loquacity , is  to 
lay  hold  of  fome  incongruity  he  has  uttered,  and  dymai^ 
an  explanation  j or  afle  the  meaning  of  fome  dipcolt 
term  that  he  knows  by  name  only  : ibis  method  wm 
effecfually  pot  him  to  filence,  if  not  to  flight,  as  it  hap- 
pened when  I enquired  about  an  epaulemcnt.  .Had  ne 
been  acquainted  with  the  fignification  of  that  word,  his 
triumph  would  have  been  intolerable,  and  we  mull 
quitted  the  field  firft,orbeen  worried  with  impertinence. 

Having  thus  gratified  my  curiofity,  the  old  gentleman 

began  to  difeover  his  own,  in  queftions  relating  to  roy- 
lelf,  to  which  I thought  proper  to  return  ambiguous  an- 
fwers.  — “ I prefume.  Sir,  (laid  he,)  yon  have  travelled.^ 
—I  anfwered, Yes.”  “ I dare  fay,  you  would  find 
it  very  expenfive,”  (faid  he.) — I replied,  “To  be  hire, 
one  cannot  travel  without  money.” — “ That  I know 
by  experience,  (i'aid  he  j)  ior  I myieU  take  a trip  to  Ba^u 
or  Tunbridge  every  lealbn  ■.  and  one  mutf  pay  fauce 
for  what  he  has  on  the  road  as  well  in  other  countries  as 
n ihis That’s  a very  pretty  ftone  in  your  ring—— 
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give  me  leave,  Sir The  French  have  attained  a wont 

derful  tkill  in  making  compofitions  of  this  kind. — Why 
now,  this  looks  almoft  as  wdl  as  a diamond.” — “ Al- 
moft  as  well.  Sir,  (faid  I ;)  why  not  altogether  ? — I’m 
fure,  if  you  imdei  ftand  any  thing  of  jewels,  you  muft 
perceive  at  fiift  fight,  that  this  ftone  is  a real  diamond, 
and  that  of  a very  fine  water.  Take  it  in  your  hand,  and 
examine  it.” — He  did  fo,  with  tome  confufion,  and  re- 
turned it,  faying,  “ I alk  your  pardon  : I fee  it  is  a true 
brilliant  of  imrnenfe  value.” — I imagined  his  refpeft  for 
me  increafed  after  this  enquiry  ; therefore,  to  captivate 
his  efteem  the  more,  I told  him,  I would  fhew  him  a 
leal  of  compofition,  engraved  after  a very  valuable  an- 
tique ; upon  which  I pulled  out  my  watch  with  a rich  gold 
chain,  adorned  with  three  feals  let  in  gold,  and  an  opal 

ring He  viewed  each  of  them  with  great  eagernefs, 

handled  the  chain,  admired  the  chafed  cafe,  and  oblerv- 
ed,  that  the  whole  mutt  have  coft  him  a vatt  fum  of  mo- 
ney. I affefted  indifference,  and  replied  in  a carelefs 
manner,  “ Some  trifle  of  fixfy  or  feventy  guineas.”— 
He  flared  in  my  face  forfome  time,  and  then  afked  me  if 

I was  an  Englifhman  ? I anfwered  In  the  negative 

“ You  are  from  Ireland  then.  Sir,  I prefume,”  (faid 
he.)  I made  the  fame  reply.  “ O ! perhaps,  (faid  he) 
yon  was  born  in  oneof  our  lettlements  abroad.” — I ftill 
anfwered.  No. — He  Teemed  very  muchfurpri.^ed,  and  faid, 
he  was  lure  I was  not  a foreigner. — I made  no  reply, 
but  left  him  upon  the  tenterliooks  of  impatient  uncer- 
tainty.—He  could  not  contain  his  anxiety,  but  afked, 
pardon  tor  the  liberties  he  had  taken,  and,  to  encourage 
me  the  more  todifclofe  my  fituation,  difplayaf  his  own 
without  referve — “ I am  (faid  he)  a fingle  man  ; have 
a conliderable  annuity,  on  which  I live  according  to  my 
own  inclination  ; and  make  the  ends  of  the  year  meet 
very  comfortably.—  As  I havx  no  eftate  to  leave  be- 
hind me,  I am  not  troubled  with  the  importunate  offi- 
cioufnefs  of  relations,  or  legacy  hunters  ; and  I confider 
the  world  as  made  for  me,  not  me  for  the  world  : 

It  is  my  maxim  therefore  to  enjoy  it  while  I can,  and 

let  futurity  flfift  for  itfelf.” While  he  thus  indulged 

his 
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,*;$  own  talkative  vein,  and  at  the  fame  time,  no  douht, 
expected  a retaliation  from  me,  a young  man  enters, 
drclTed  in  black  velvet,  and  an  enormous  tye-wig,  with 
an  air  in  which  natural  levity  and  affeacd  folemmty  were 
Ifo  jumbled  together,  that  on  the  whole  he  appearetl  a 
fcurlefque  on  all  decorum.  This  ridiculous  oddity  danced 
nip  to  the  table  at  which  we  fat,  and,  after  a thoulaud. 
grimaces,  afked  my  friend,  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Med- 
llar,  if  we  were  not  engaged  upon  bufinels.— -My 
ipanion  put  on  a fuvly  countenance  , and  replied,  o 
;great  bufinefs,  doctor — But,  however'.  ^ ‘ O • * 

(cried  the  phyfician)  I muft  beg  your  indulgence  a iit- 
: tie  : pray  pardon  me,  gentlemen. — Sir,  (faid  he,  ad- 
Hdreffing  himfelf  to  me,)  your  moft  humble  fervant : 1 
hope  you  will  forgive  me.  Sir — I muft  beg  the  favoui 

: to  fit Sir — Sir,  1 have  fomething  of  confequence  to 

impart  to  my  friend,  Mr.  Medlar- 

1 will  excufe  my  freedom  in  whifpering.  Sir.” — * 
h.ad  time  to  give  this  complaifant  perfon  my  permillion, 

; Mr.  Medlar  cried,  “ I’ll  have  no  whifpering— if  you 
I have  any'  thing  to  fay  to  me,  Ipeak  with  an  audible 

. voice.” The.  doaor  feemed  a little  difconcerted  at 

this  exclamation,  and  turning  again  to  me,  made  a 
thoufand  apologies  for  pretending  to  make  amyfteiy  ot 
any  thing,  a piece  of  caution  which  he  faid  was  owing 
to  his  ignorance  of  my  connection  with  Mr.  Medlar  ; but 
now  he  underftood  I was  a friend,  he  would  communi- 
cate what  he  had  to  fay  in  my  hearing.— — ^e  then 
began,  after  two  or  three  hems,  in  this  manner : “ You 

muft  know,  Sir,  I am  juft  come  fi  om  dinner  at  my  Lady 
Flareit’s,  (then  addrefling  himfelf  to  me,)  a lady  of 
quality.  Sir,  at  whofe  table  I have  the  honor  of  dining 
Ibmetimes.— -rThere  was  Lady  Stately,  and  my  Lady 
Larum,  and  Mrs.  Dainty,  and  Mils  Biddy  Gigler ; 
upon  my  word  a very  good-natured  young  lady,  with  a 
pretty  fortune.  Sir. — There  were  alfo  my  Lord  Straddle, 
Sir  John  Shrug,  and  Mafter  Billy  Chatter,  who  is 
acfually  a very  facetious  young  gentleman. — So,  Sir, 
her  ladyftiip  feeing  me  exceflively  fatigued,— for  flie  was 
the  laft  of  fifteen  patients  (people  of  diltinflion,  Sii^ 

G 3 whoKV 
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whom  I had  vifited  this  forenoon, — infifted  upon  my 
ftaying  dinner  ; though,  upon  my  word,  I proteft  I had 
no  appetite  : however,  in  compliance  with  her  lady- 
fhip’s  requeft.  Sir,  I fat  down,  and  tlic  converfation 
turning  on  different  fubjefts,  among  other  tilings,  Mr. 
Chatter  afkcd  very  earnelHy  when  I faw  Mr.  Medlar. 
— I told  him  I had  not  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you 
thefe  nineteen  hours  and  a half;  for  you  may  remember. 
Sir,  it  was  nearly  about  that  time  ; I won’t  be  pofitive 

as  to  a minute.” “ No ! (lays  he  :)  then  I defire  you 

will  go  to  his  lodgings  immediately  after  dinner,  and 
fee  what’s  the  matter  with  him,  for  he  muft  certainly 
be  very  bad,  from  having  laft  night  eat  fuch  a vatt  quan- 
tity of  raw  oyfters.” — The  crufty  gentleman,  who, 
from  the  folemnity  of  his  delivery,  expected  Ibinething 
extraordinary,  no  fooner  heaid  his  conclufion,  than  he 
ftarted  up  in  a telly  humour,  crying,  “ Pihaw,  p/haw  t 
d — n your  oyfters  and  walked  away  after  a ftiort  com- 
pliment of  “ Your  fervant.  Sir,”  tome.  The  doctor 
got  up  alfo,  faying,  “ I vow  and  proteft,  upon  my 
word,  I am  aflually  amazed,”  and  tollowed  Mr.  Medlar 
to  the  bar,  which  was  hard  by,  where  he  was  paving 
for  his  coffee.  There  he  whii'pered  fo  loud,  that  1 could 

overhear,  “ Pray,  who  is  this  gentleman  r” His 

friend  replied  haftily,  “ I might  have  known  that  before 
now,  if  it  had  not  been  for  your  impertinent  intrufion,” 
and  walked  off  very  much  dil'appointed.  The  ceremo- 
nious phyl'ician  returned  immediately,  and  fat  down  by 
me,  afking  a thqufand  pardons  for  leaving  me  alone  ; 
and  giving  me  to  underftand,  that  what  he  had  commu- 
nicated to  Mr.  Medlar  at  the  bar  was  an  affair  of  the 
laft  importance,  tliat  would  admit  of  no  delay.  He  then 
called  for  fome  coffee,  and  launched  out  into  the  virtues 
of  that  berry,  which,  he  faid,  in  cold  phlegmatic  con- 
Ititutions,  like  his,  dried  up  the  fuperfluous  moifture,  and 
braced  the  relaxed  nerves.  He  told  me  it  was  utterly 
unknown  to  the  ancients  ; and  derived  its  name  from  an 
Arabian  word, which  I might  eafily  perceive  by  the  ibund 
aqd  termiivation.  From  this  topic  he  transftired  liisdif- 
quiiitions  to  the  word  drink,  which  he  aftirmed,  wa 

mproperly 
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improperly  applied  to  the  taking  of  coffee,  in  as  much 
as  people  did  not  drink,  but  fip  or  fipple,  that  liquor ; that 
the  genuine  meaning  of  drinking  is  to  quench  one’s 
third,  or  commit  a debauch  by  fwallowijig  wine  ; that 
the  Latin  word,  which  conveyed  the  fame  idea,  was 
bibere  or potare  •,  and  that  of  the  Greek,  pineinor  poteehi', 
though  he  was  apt  to  believe  they  were  differently  tiled 
on  different  occafions.  For  example;  to  drink  a vaft 
quantity,  or,  as  the  vulgar  exprefs  it,  to  drink  an  ocean 
of  liquor,  was  in  Latin  potare,  and  in  Greek  poteein ; 
and  oil  the  other  hand,  to  "ule  it  moderately,  was 
bibere  and  pinein  ; that  this  was  only  a conjeSure  of  his 
own,  which,  however,  I'eemed  to  be  I'upported  by  the 
v/ord  tnbuhus,  which  is  particularly  applied  to  the  pores 
of  the  fkin,  that  can  only  drink  a very  fmall  quantity  of 
the  circumambient  moifture,  by  reafon  of  the  fmallnefs 
of  their  diameters ; whereas,  from  the  verb /loto/a,  is 
derived  the  fubftantive  potamos,  which  fignifies  a river 

or  vaff  quantity  of  liquor. 1 could  not  help  fmiling 

at  this  learned  and  important  inveftigation  ; and  to  re- 
commend myfelt  the  more  to  my  new  acquaintance, 
whole  dilpofition  I was  by  this  time  well  informed  of,  I 
obferved,  that  what  he  alledgeil  did  not,  to  the  beft  of 
my  remembrance,  appear  in  the  writings  of  the  ancients  : 
for  Horace  utes  the  words  poto  and  bibo  indifferently  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  as  in  the  twentieth  Ode  of  his  firft 
Book. 

VUe  polabis  moJids  fabinum  cantharit, 

Et  p7'celo  domitam  caUno  tu  bibes  wvam. 

That  I had  never  heard  of  the  poteein-,  but  that 
polaims,  poiema,  and  pcios,  were  derived  from  pirn,  pofo, 
pepoka ; in  confequence  of  which  the  Greek  poets  never 
ule  any  other  woid  for  feftaj  drinking. — Homer deferibes 
Neffdr  at  his  cups  in  thefe  words: 

Nejlora  cT ouk  elathen  j ache  p,nonti.  perempes. 

And  Anacreon  mciiticns  it  on  the  fame  occalion  almoft 
in  every  page, 

P’monti  tie  onion  he  dun 

Otan  pino  ton  oinon. 

Qpliz'  ego  de  pino.;  ^nd 
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An<i  in  a thoufanci  other  places. — The  doftor,  who, 
doubtlufs,  intended,  by  his  criticifim,  to  give  me  a high 
idea  of  his  erudition,  was  infinitely  furprifed  to  find 
himfelf  fchooled  by  one  of  iny  appearance  : and,  after  a 
confiderable  paufe,  cried,  “ Upon  my  word  ! you  are  in 
the  right.  Sir — I find  I have  not  confidered  this  affair 
with  my  iifuai  accuracy.” — Then  accofting  me  in  Latin, 
which  he  fpoke  very  well,  the  converfation  was  main- 
tained full  two  hours,  on  a variety  of  fubjeSs,  in  that 
language;  and,  indeed,  he  fpoke  fo judicioufly,  that  I 
was  cpnvinced,  notwithftanding  his  whimfical  appear- 
ance, and  attention  to  trifles,  that  he  was  a man  of  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge,  efpecially  in  books  : he  looked  upon 
me,  as  I afterwards  underftoocl  from  Mr.  Medlar,  as  a 
prodigy  in  learning,  and  propoled  that  very  night,  if  I 
was  not  engaged,  to  ii.  . odiice  me  to  feveral  young  gen- 
tlemen of  fortune  and  fafhion,  with  whom  he  had  an 
appointment  at  the  Bedford  coffee-houfe. 

CHAP.  IX. 

Wagtail  hiiroduces  me  ta  a Set  of  fine  Gentlemeiiy  nvitA 
KvhoM  1 fpend  the  Evening  at  a Tan/cm — Our  Conroer- 
fation — fhe  Charadlers  of  my  TieiM  Companions — The 
Dodor  is  roafted — The  ijfue  of  our  Debauch. 

T Accepted  his  offer  with  pleafure,  and  we  went  thither 

in  a hackney  coach,  wher  e I law  a great  number  of 
gay  figures  fluttering  about,  moft  of  whom  fpoke  to  the 
doHor  with  great  familiarity.  Among  the  reft  flood  a 
groupe  of  them  around  the  fire,  whom  1 immediately 
knew  to  be  the  very  perfons  who  had  the  nighf  before, 
by  their  laughing,  alarmed  my  I'ufpicion  of  the  lady  who 
had  put  herl’elf  under  my  proteftion. — They  no  fooner 
perceived  me  enter  with  Dr.  Wagtail  (for  that  was  my 
companion’s  name)  than  they  tittered  and  whifpered  one 
to  another  : and  1 was  not  a little  furprifed  to  find  that 
they  were  the  gentlemen  to  whofe  acquaintance  he  de- 
figiied  to  recommend  me ; for  when  he  obferved  them 
together,  he  told  me  who  they  were,  and  defired  tokr.ow 
by  what  name  he  fhopld  introduce  me.  I fatisfied  hinv 
in  tiiat  particular ; and  he  advanced  with  great  gravity, 
faying,  “ Gentlemen,  your  molt  obediept— give  me  leave 
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to  introduce  my  friend  Mr.  Random  to  your  fociety.” 
Then  turning  to  me,  “ Mr.  Random,  this  is  Mr.  Brag- 

well — Mr.  Banter,  Sir Mr.  Chatter — my  friend 

Mr.  Slybcot,  and  Mr.  Renter,  Sir.”^ 1 fainted  each 

of  them  in  order;  and  when  I came  to  take  Mr.  Sly- 
boot  by  the  hand,  I perceived  him  thruft  his  tongue  in 
his  cheek,  to  the  no  fmall  entertainment  of  the  compa- 
ny ; but  I did  not  think  proper  to  take  any  notice  of  it 
on  this  occafion.  Mr.  Ranter  too  (who  I afterwards 
learned  was  a player)  difplayed  his  talents,  by  mimick- 
ing  my  air,  features,  and  voice,  while  he  returned  my 
compliment : This  feat  I fliouid  not  have  been  fo  fenfir 
. ble  of,  had  I not  feen  him  behave  in  the  fame  manner  to 
I my  friend  Wagtail,  when  he  made  up  to  them  at  fiift, 

■ —But  for  once  I let  him  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  dexterity 
> Without  queftion  or  controul,  relblved,  however,  to 

I chalfife  his  infolence  at  a more  convenient  opportunity, 

— Mr:  Slyboot,  guefilngl  was  a ftranger,  afked  if  I had 

‘ been  lately  in  France  ; and  when  I aniwered  in  the  affir- 
mative, inquired  if  I had  feen  the  Luxembourg  gallery  ? 

I I told  him  I had  confidered  it  more  than  once  with  great 
i attention  : Upon  this  a converfation  enfi-.ed,  in  winch  I 

difeovered  him  to  be  a painter — While  we  were  difeourf- 
ing  upon  the  particulars  of  this  famous  performance,  I 
(overheard  Banter  alk  Dr.  Wagtail,  where  he  had  picked  ’ 
lup  this  Mr.  Random. — To  which  queftion  the  phyfician 
sanfwered,  “ Upon  my  word,  a mighty  pretty  fort  of  a 
^gentleman — a man  of  fortune.  Sir — he  has  made  the 
;grand  tour,  and  feen  the  belf  company  in  Europe,  Sir.” 
— *'  What  he  told  you  fo  ? I fuppofe,  (faid  the  other.) 

.1  take  him  to  be  neither  more  nor  lei's  than  a French 
•yua'et  de  chambre," — “ Oh  ! barbarous,  barbarous  ! 
l(cried  thedoffor:)  this  is  a£lually,  upon  myword,altOT 
jgether  unaccountable. — I know  all  his  family  perfe6lly 

«^vell.  Sir;  he’s  of  the  Randoms  of  the  north a very 

ancient  houfe.  Sir,  and  a diftant  relation  of  mine.” , 

3 was  extremely  nettled  at  the  conjc^lure  of  Mr.  Banter, 
and  began  to  entertain  a veiy  indifferent  opinion  of  my 
company  in  general  ; but  as  1 might  poffibly  by  their 
•neans  acquire  a more  cxteniive  and  agreeable  acquaint 

taiice^ 
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tance,  I cJetermined  to  bear  tlwfe  little  tnortlficafioiT* 
as  long  as  I could,  without  injuring  tlie  dignity  of  my 
charafter. — After  having  talked  feme  time  on  the  wea- 
ther, plays,  politics,  and  other  coffee-houfe  fubje^s,  it 
was  propofed  that  weftiould  fpend  the  evening  at  a noted 
tavern  in  the  neighbourhood,  whither  we  repaired  in  a 
body. — Having  taken  poffeflion  of  a room,  called  for 
French  wine,  and  befpoke  fupper,  the  glafs  w’ent  about 
pretty  freely,  and  the  chara£lers  of  my  affcKiates  opened 
upon  me  more  and  more.— It  loon  appeared  that  the 
doftor  was  entertained  as  a butt  for  the  painter  and  player 
to  exercife  their  wit  upon  for  the  diverlion  of  the  com- 
pany. Mr.  Ranter  began  thp  game,  by  alking  him  what 
was  good  for  a horfenefs,  lownefs  of  fpirits  and  i^i- 
geltion,  lor  he  was  troubled  with  all  thefc  complaints 
to  a very  great  degree. Wagtail  immediately  under- 

took to  explain  the  nature  of  his  cafe,  and  in  a very 
prolix  manner  harangued  upon  prognotlics,  diagnollics, 
fyniptomatics,  thtra(>eutics,  inanition,  and  repletioii ; 
then  calculated  the  force  of  the  ftomach  and  longs  in 
their  refpeflive  operations ; aferibed  the  player’s  malady 
to  a diforder  in  thefe  organs,  proceeding  from  hard  drink- 
ing and  vociferation,  and  preferibed  a courfe  ot  ftoma- 
cbics,  with  abftinenee  from  venery,  wine,  and  loud 
fpeaking,  laughing,  fmging,  coughing,  fneezing,  or 
li.allooing.— “ Pab,  pab,  (cried  Ranter,  interrupting 
him,)  the  remetiy  is  worie  than  the  difrafe — I wiflj  I 
knew  where  to  find  fome  tinder-water.  Tindei- 

water ! (faid  the  doftor  :)  upon  my  word  I don’t  appre- 
hend you,  Mr.  Ranter.”— ‘‘  Water  extraacd  from  tin- 
der (replied  the  other',)  an  univerfal  fpecific  for  all  diftem- 
pers  incident  to  man.  It  was  invented  hy  a learned 
German  monk,  who  for  a valuable  confideration  im- 
parted the  fecret  to  Paracellus.” — “ Pardon  me,  (cried 
the  painter  :)  it  was  firft  tiled  by  Solomon,  as  appeals  by 
a Greek  manufeript,  in  his  own  Itanri  writing,  lately 
found  at  the  foot  ot  Mount  Lebanon,  by  a peaiant  who 
was  digging  for  potatoes.’’ — “ Well,  (faid  Wagtad,)  in 
all  my  vaft  reading,  I never  met  with  fuch  a preparation ! 
■either  did  I know,  till  this  minute,  that  Solomon  un- 

derftoodt 
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4erftood  Grctk,  or  that  potato^s'grew  in  Pakftine.” — 
Here  Banter  interpofcd,  laying,  he  was  furprifed  that 
Dr.  Wagtail  Ihoidd  make  the  lead  doubt  of  Solomon's 
underftanding  Greek,  when  lie  is  repiclented  to  us  as  the 
wiled  and  bed  educated  prince  in  tiie  world  ; and  as  for 
potatoes,  they  were  tranfplanted  thither  from  Ireland,  in 
the  time  of  tire  Cnifades,  by  Ibme  knights  of  that  coun- 
tiy.  I profel's  (laid  the  do£lor)  there  is  nothing  more 
likely — I would  aftually  give  a vad  fum  for  a figlit  of 
that  manufcript,  which  mud  be  intdimable — And  if  I 
underdood  theprocefs,  would  let  about  it  immediately.’* 

— The  player  alTurcd  him,  the  procefs  was  very  lim- 

ple — that  he  mult  cram  a hundred  weight  of  dry  tinder 
into  a glafs  retort,  and,  didilling  it  by  tiie  force  of  ani- 
mal heat,  it  would  yield  half  a I'cruple  of  infipid  water, 
one  drop  of  which  is  a full  dofe — “ Upon  my  integrity*, 
(exclaimed  the  credulous  dofioi-,)  this  is  very  amazing, 
> and  extraordinary  ! tliat  ^cafut  tmrtuiun  lhall  yield  any 
water  at  ail — I mud  own  1 have  always  been  an  enemy 
to  Ipecifics,  whicli  I thought  inconfident  with  the  na- 
ture of  animal  economy  ; but  certainly  the  authority  of 
Solomon  is  not  to  be  quedioned. — I wonder  where  I 
I fliali  find  a glafs  retort  large  enough  to  contain  fuch  a 
' Tad  quantity  ot  tinder,  the  conluinption  of  which  mud 
undoubtedly  raife  tlte  price  of  paper-— or  wiiere  fliall  I 
find  animal  heat  fufficient  even  to  warm  fuch  a nials.” 
■— Slyboot  informed  him,  that  he  might  have  a retort 
blown  lor  him  as  big  as  a church  ; and  that  the  eafied 
' method  of  railing  tliat  vapour  by  animal  heat,  would  be 
to  place  it  in  the  middle  of  an  infirmary  for  feverifli  pa- 
tients, who  might  lay  upon  mattrafles  around,  and  in  con- 
' taft  with  it. — He  had  no  fooiier  pronounced  thefe  words, 
f then  Wagtail  exclaimed  in  a rapture,  “ An  admirabl* 
{•expedient,  as  I hope  to  be  faved  ! I will  pofitively  put  it 
sin  pra^iice.” — This  fimplicity  ofthe  phyfician  furnilhed 
excellent  diverfion  for  the  company,  wlio,  in  their  turns, 
Idheered  at  him  in  ironical  compliments,  which  liis  vanity 
ifwaliowed  as  the  genuine  lentiinents  of  their  hearts.— 
IMr.  Chatter,  impatient  of  fo  long  a filence,  now  biokc 
*jut,  and  entertained  us  with  a catalogue  of  all  the  peo- 
iple  who  danced  at  the  lad  Hainpdcad  aflembly,  with  a 

molt 
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moft  circumftantial  account  of  the  clrels  anJ  ornaments 
ofeacii,  from  the  lappets  of  the  ladies,  to  the  flioe  buckles 
of  the  men  ; concluding  with  telling  Bragwell,  that  his 
Melinda  was  there,  and  feemed  to  mifs  him  ; and  folicit- 

ing  his  company  at  the  next  occafion  of  that  kind. 

“ No,  no,  damme,  (faid  Bi-agwell,)  I have  lomething 
elfe  to  mind  than  dangling  after  a parcel  of  giddy-  headed 
girls  5 befides,  you  know  my  temper  is  fo-unnily,  that  I 
am  apt  to  involve  myfelf  in  ferapes  when  a woman  is 
concerned.  The  lalt  time  I was  there,  I had  an  afrair 
with  Tom  Trippet.” — “ O ! I remember  that  (cried 
Banter  :)  you  lugged  out  before  the  ladies  ; and  I com- 
mend you  for  fo  doing,  becaufe  you  had  an  opportunity 
of  fhewing  your  manhood  without  running  any 
rifle.” “ Rilk  ! (faid  the  other,  with  a fierce  coun- 

tenance.) Damn  my  blood  ! I fear  no  rifles.  I an’t 
afraid  of  lugging  out  againlf  any  man  that  wears  a head, 
damme  ! ’Tis  well  known  I have  drawn  blood  more 
than  once,  and  loft  feme  too  j but  wliat  does  that  fignify  r” 
The  player  begged  this  champion  to  employ  him  as  his 
fecond,  the  next  lime  he  intended  to  kill,  for  he  wanted 
to  fee  a man  die  of  a ftab,  that  he  might  know  how  to 
a£l  fuch  a part  the  more  naturally  on  the  ftage. — “ Diel 
(replied  the  hero.)  No,  by  God  ! I know  better  things 
than  to  incur  the  verdift  of  a Middlcfex  jury — I fliould 
look  upon  my  fencing  mafter  to  be  an  ignorant  fon  of  a 
bitch,  if  he  had  .not  taught  me  to  prick  any  part  of  my 
antagonift’s  body,  that  I pleafe  to  dilable.” — '*  Oho  ! 
(cried  Slyboot,)  if  that  be  the  cafe,  I have  a favour  to  afk. 
You  mull:  know  I am  employed  to  paint  a Jefus  on  the 
crofs  ; and  my  purpofe  is  to  reprefent  him  at  that  point 
of  time  when  the  ipear  is  thruft  into  his  fide. — Now  I 
fliould  be  glad  you  would,  in  my  prel'ence,  pink  ibme  im- 
pertinent fellow  into  convullions,  wititout  endangering  his 
life,  that  I may  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  a good 
clever  agony  from  nature. — The  doefor  will  direft  you 
where  to  enter,  and  how  far  to  go  : but  pray  let  it  he  as 
near  the  left  fide  as  pofTible.”  Wagtail,  who  took  this 
propofal  I'erioully,  obferved,  that  it  would  be  a very  diffi- 
■ cult  matter  to  penetrate  into  the  left  fide  of  the  thorax, 
without  hurting  the  heart,  and  of  conl'e^uence  killing 
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the  patient  ; hut  he  believeii  it  was  pollible  for  a man  of 
a very  nice  hand,  and  cxa6l  knowledge  ot  anatomy,  to 
wound  the  diaphragma  i'omewliere  about  the  ikirts, 
wliich  might  induce  a fingulius,  without  being  attended 
with  death  ; tiiat  he  was  ready  to  demonftrate  the  inkr- 
tion  ot  the  mulcle  to  Mr.  Brngsvell ; but  defired  to  have 
no  concern  with  the  experiment,  whiclt  might  eflentially 
prejudice  his  reputation,  in  cafe  of  a mifcarriage. — Brag- 
well  was  as  much  impolcd  upon  by  the  painter’s  wag- 
gery as  the  dodor,  and  declined  engaging  in  the  affair, 
faying,  he  had  a very  great  regard  tor  Mr.  Slyboot,  but 
had  bid  it  down  as  a maxim,  never  to  fight,  except  when 
his  honour  was  engaged. — A thcul'and  joices  of  this  kind 
were  uttered  : the  wine  circiibied,  flipper  was  ferved  in, 
weate  heartily,  returned  to  the  bottle  ; Bragwell  became 
noify  and  trcublelcme,  E mter  grew  more  and  more  fe- 
vere,  Ranter  rehearfed,  blyboot  made  faces  at  th»  whole 
company,  1 fung  French  catches,  and  Chatter  kiffed  me 
with  gieat  affeciicn;  while' rhedoctor,  with  a woeful 
countenance,  lat  filent  like  a difciple  ot  Pythagoras. — 
At  length,  it  was  propoftd  by  Bragwell,  that  we  fhoukl 
fcour  the  hundreds,  Iweat  the  conltahle,  maul  the  watch, 
and  then  reel  foberly  to  bed. 

While  we  deliberated  on  this  expedition,  the  waiter 
came  into  tbe  room,  and  afkcd  for  Dr.  Wagtail.  When 
he  tinderffcexl  he  was  prefent,  he  told  him  there  was  a 
lady  below  to  enqtiire  for  him  ; at  which  meffage  the 
phyfician  ftarted  from  his  melancholy  contemplation, 
an  I,  with  3 If  -ik  of  extreme  contufion,  affured  the  com- 
pany, he  couid  not  (loffibly  be  the  peribn  wanted,  for  he 
had  no  coi  riixion  with  any  bdy  whatever;  and  bade  the 
drawer  tell  her  fo. — “ For  fitanie ! (cried  Banter : ) would 
V ti  be  fo  imp:  life  as  to  refufe  the  lady  a hearing  ? per- 
haps fhe  convas  for  a coniiiltation. — ■Itmuft  be  tome  ex- 
traordinaiv  affair  that  brings  a lady  to  a tavern  at  this 
timeo’nigl'.t. — Mr.  Ranter,  pray  do  tiie  dofloi’s  baife- 
malns  to  the  bdy,  and  fquire  her  hither.” — I'lie  player 
immediately  ft  ggered  our,  and  returned,  leading  in,  with 
n.ticb  c.  remony,  a tall  ifrapjiing  wench,  whofe  appear- 
ance piocbimcd  her  occupation.  We  received  her  with 

VoL,  II.  ll  the 
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the  utmoH:  folemnity,  and  w,ch  a ^ood  deal  of  mtreafy 
flie  was  perruaded  to  fit,  when  a proiduiid  fiicnce  enfueci, 
during  which  <he  fixed  her  eyes  with  a difconlblatc  look 
Mpon  the  doilor,  who  was  uttc  ly  contbunded  at  her  be- 
haviour, and  returned  her  judauclioly  four-fold : at 
length,  after  a good  many  piteous  fighs  fits  wiped  lier 
eyes,  and  accofted  hira  thus  : Wliat  1 not  one  word  of 

comfort  ? Will  nothing  foiler.  that  ftony  heart  tl  thine  f 
Not  all  my  tears  ! Not  all  tny'aSliclion;  N jt  tUe  i '.eri- 
tabic  ruin  thou  haft  brought  upon  me!  VVItcie  «c  li.f 
vows,  thou  faitidefs  perjuretl  mam?  Haft  thou  no  !w- 
pour? — no  confciencer — no  rc-iworlc,  for  thy  jKs  fiel hues 
conduct  towards  me? — Anfwer  nie,  wilt  ihou  at  latl  da 
me  juftice,  or  muft  I hare  recourfe  to  liearea  or  htii  fer 
myrevengei”— If  poor  Wagtail  was  amazed  befitv 
fpoke,  what  muft  his  confuiion  be  or  hearing  this  ad- 
tlrefs  1 His  natural  palends  changed  into  a giiaftly  chf 
colour,  his  eyes  rolled,  his.lip  trembled, aud  lie  anlwere.', 

in  an  accent  not  to  be  deferibed, “ Upon  my 

honour,  and  falvation ! Madam,  you  arc  aftually  mift'.ihtai 
in  my  perfon. — I have  a molt  particular  vcneraiiun  kc 
your  fex,  and  am  actually  incapable  of  injuring  anv  is  f 
in  the  fmalleft  degree.  Madam: — Befides,  Madam,  tJ> 
the  belt  of  my  recolleftion,  I never  had  the  hono-.n  ot 
feeing  you  before,  as  I hope  to  be  laved,  Madau) ! — - 
“ How,  traitor!  (cried  flte,)  doft  thou  difown  me  thv:.  * 
- — Miftaken!  no,  too  well  I know  that  fair  bewitchiv.|j 
face!  too  well  I know  that  talle  cuchaiiting  tongue' — » 
Alas!  gentlemen,  fince  the  villain  compels  me,  by  hii 
unkindnefs,  to  expofe  myfelf  and  him,  know  that  tins 
betrayer,  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  honoura'olc  ad- 
dreffes,  won  my  heart,  and  taking  advantage  of  his  con- 
queft,  robbed  me  of  my  virgin- treafure,  and  afterward* 
ftbainioned  me  to  my  fate!  I am  now  four  months  gerjt 
with  child  by  him,  turned  out  of  doors  by  my  relations, 
and  left  a prey  to  mifery  and  want ! Yes,  tliou  barba- 
rian, (faid  file,  turning  to  Wagtail,)  thou  tyger,  then 
fuccubus ! too  well  thou  knoweft  my  fituation — Ivjt  1 
will  tear  out  thy  taithlefs  heart,  a, id  deliver  the  w-iid 
from  fuch  a monftcr.” — So  faying,  flic  fprung  ibrwaid 

at 
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at  th«  i^oBor,  who,  with  incredible  agility,  Jwnped  over 
the  fable,  and  ran  behind  Bragwdl,  while  the  reft  of  tis 
•j'.deavonrtd  to  appealc  the  furions  heroine.— Although 
rv-try  body  in  the  company  affefled  the  wtmoft  Inrpril'e, 

1 tculd  eaiily  perceive  it  was  a fchenie  concerted  among 
them  to  produce  diverfion  at  the  doftor’s  expence  j and 
being  under  no  concern  about  the  conlequence,  T entered 
into  tlte  confttleracy,  and  enjoyed  the  dlftrefs  of  Wagtail, 
who,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  begged  the  proteftion  of  the 
tetnpany,  declaring  himfelf  as  innocent  of  the  crime  laid 
to  hiS  charge,  as  the  ftetns  in  nteix> : and  hinting,  at  the 
feme  time,  that  nature  had  not  put  it  in  his  power  to  be 
guilty  of  filch  a trel'pafs — Nature  1 (cried  the  lady  ;) 
there  was  no  nature  in  tlie  cafe — he  ahufed  me  by  the 
help  or  charms  and  fpeils  ; elfe  how  is  it  poftihle  that 
•ny  woman  could  have  liftened  to  the  addreffes  of  fucha 
fcare-crow  ? — Weie  tlitfe  owLfli  eyes  made  for  ogling  j 
that  cr.rricn  complexion  to  be  admired  ; or, that  mouth, 
like  a horle-fhoe,  to  be  kid'ed  ? No,  »io ; you  owe  your  foc- 
ceCs  to  your  philtres,  to  your  drugs  and  incantations ; 
and  r.ct  to  your  natural  talents,  which  are  in  eveiy  re- 
Ipeft  mean  and  coni  cmptible.” — The  doftor  now  thought 
he  hat!  got  an  opporfmity  of  vindicating  himfelf  effeftu- 
tliy , .and  defirrf  the  complainant  to  compofe  herfclt  but 
for  half  an  h.our,  in  which  he  undertook  to  prove  the 
ahliirdity  of  believing  in  the  power  of  incantations, 
which  were  only  idle  dreams  of  ignorance  and  fupeifti- 
tion.  He  accordingly  pronounced  a very  learned  dif- 
crurl'e  upon  the  nature  of  ideas,  the  powers  and  inde- 
jiendence  of  the  mind,  the  properties  of  ftimulating  me- 
dicines, the  difference  between  a proneiiefs  to  venery, 
which  many  Cmples  would  create,  and  a palFion  limited 
to  one  object,  which  can  only  be  the  refult  of  fenfe  and 
refleflion  ; and  concluded  with  a pathetic  rcmonftrance, 
fetting  forth  his  unhappinefs  in  being  perfecuted  with 
the  rclentment  of  a lady  whom  he  had  never  injured,  nor 
even  feen  before  that  occafion,  and  v/hofe  faculties  were, 
in  all  likelihood,  fo  much  impaired  by  her  misfortunes, 
that  an  innocent  perfon  was  in  danger  of  being  ruined 
by  her  diforder. — He  had  no  fooner  finiftied  his  harangue, 
H 2.  than 
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than  the  forlorn  jn  incel's  renewed  her  lamentations,  and 
cautioned  the  company  againft  iiis  eloquence,  which,  Ihe 
faid,  was  able  to  biafs  the  moll  impartial  bench  in  Chrif- 
tendom. Banter  adviled  him  to  efpoufe  her  imme- 

diately, as  the  only  means  to- fave  his  reputation,  and 
offered  to  accompany  him  to  the  Fleet  for  that  purpofe ; 
but  Siyboot  propofed  that  a father  lliould  be  purchafed 
for  the  child,  and  a comfortable  alimony  fettled  on  the 
mother.  Ranter  promifed  to  adopt  the  infant  gratis. 
Wagtail  was  reatly  to  worfliip  him  for  his  generofity  } 
and  though  he  perfifted  in  protefting  his  innocence,  con- 
defeended  to  every  thing  rather  than  his  unblemillicd 
-characler  fliould  be  called  in  quellion.  The  lady  re- 
jected the  propofal,  and  infilled  on  matrimony.  Brag- 
well  took  up  the  cudgels  lor  the  doftor,  and  undertook 
to  rid  him  ot  her  importunity  for  half  a guinea;  upon 
which  Wagtail,  with  great  eagernels,  pulled  out  his 
puiTe,  and  put  it  into  the  hand  of  his  friend,  who  taking 
half  a piece  pat  of  it,  gave  it  to  the  plaintiff,  and  bade 
her  thank  God  for  her  good  fortune.  When  fhe  had 
received  this  bounty,  Die  affefled  to  weep,  and  beggetl, 
fince  the  phyfician  had  renounced  her,  he  would  at  leaft 
vouchfafe  her  a parting  kifs.  This  he  was  pi  t vailed  up- 
on to  grant,  with  great  reluclance,  and  went  up  with 
hiS  ufual  Iblemnity  to  falute  her;  when  llie  laid  old  of 
his  cheek  with  her  teeth,  and  held  fall,  while  he  roared 
with  anguilh,  to  the  unfpeakable  diverfion  of  all  prefent. 
When  Ihe  thought  proper  to  relcafe  him,  Ihe  dropped  a 
low  curtefy  to  the  company,  and  quitted  the  room,  leav- 
ing the  doilor  in  the  utmoll  horror,  not  fo  much  on  ac- 
count of  the  pa:n,  as  the  apprehenfion  of  the  confcquencc 
of  fhe  bite  ; for  by  this  time  he  was  convinced  of  her 
being  mad.  Banter  preferibed  the  aflual  caufery,  and 
put  the  poker  in  the  fire  to  be  heated,  in  order  to  fear  the 
jdace. — The  player  was  of  opinion  that  Bragwell  fliould 
I’coop  out  the  part  affefled  with  the  point  of.  his  fword  ; 
but  the  painter  prevented  both  thefe  dreadful  operations, 
by  recommending  a ballam  he  had  in  his  pocket,  which 
never  failed  to  cure  the  bite  of  a mad  dog:  So  faying, 
fip  pulltcl  out  a Ihiall  bladder  of  black  paint ; with 

which 
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iMbich  he  irftantly  anointwJ  not  only  tl»c  fore,  but  the 
tprateft  part  oi  the  patient’s  face,  anil  left  it  in  airigirt- 
itfoi  cond  it  ion . — 1 n fliort,  the  poor  treat  u rc  was  lo  bariaiit  d 
Mnth  itar  and  vexation,  that  I pitied  hitn  extremely,  and 
IDent  him  home  in  a chair,  contrary  to  the  inclinaticm  ui 
:K«ry  boi'y  prefrnt. 

This  freedom  of  mine  gave  umbrage  to  Bragvveil, 
rwho  teftified  hie  difpleafure,  by  fwearing  a few  threats, 
liwithout  making  application,  which  being  perceived  by 
itdpboot,  who  fat  by  me,  he,  with  a view  of  promoting 
tea  ipiarrel,  ivhii'pcrcd  to  me,  that  he  thought  Bragwell 
rided  me  very  ill;  but  everv  man  was  the  beft  judge  oi 
ihk  own  affairs. — 'I  anfwered  aloud,  that  I wonld  neither 
IWief  .Mr.  Bragwell  nor  him  to  rife  me  ill  with  impunity  5 
rand  that  I fto^  in  no  need  of  his  connfel  id  regard  to 

rthe  regiilatic  n of  my  condw61. He  thought  proper  to 

raSt  a thoufand  pardons,  and  aflime  me,  he  meant  no  of- 
I; fence;  while  Bragwell  feigned  himlelf  alleep,  that  he 
I might  not  be  obliged  to  take  notice  of  what  paffed. — 
f But  the  pl.nyer,  who  had  more  animal  fpirits,  and  kfs 
I difaretiwi,  fiian  Slyboot,  unwilling  to  kt  the  affair  reft 
» where  he  had  dropt  it,  jogged  Mr.  Bragwell,  aud  told 
I him  foftiy,  that  I calletl  him  names,  and  threatened  to 
I cudgel  him. — This  particular  I tinderftocd  by  his  flart- 
i ing  up,  and  crying,  “ Blood  and  wounds  ! you. lie — No 
i-  man  durtt  treat  me  fo  ignominioufly. — Mr.  Random, 

I did  you  call  me  names,  and  threaten  to  drub  me  ?”  I 
I denied  the  imputation,  and  propofed.  to  punifhtlie  tcoun- 
‘ drel  who  endeavoured  to  foment  difturbancein  the  com- 
pany. Bragwell  lignified  his  approbation,  and  drew  his 

f'word  : I did  the  fame,  and  accolf  cd  the  actor  in^  thefe 
: wonls,  “ Lcokee,  Mr.  Ranter,  I know  you  poffefs  all 
: the  niimickry  and  mifehieveus  qualities  . of  an  ape,  be- 
caufe  I have  obl'erved  you  put  them  all  in  practice  more 
than  once  tc-nigbt,  on  me  and  others  ; now  I want  to 
fee  if  you  refemble  one  in  nimbknels  alfo ; therefore  I 
I’  defire  you  to  leap  over  this  ‘ ord  without-liefitation.  — 

> bo  laying,  I held  it  parallel  'o  the  horiaon,  at  the  dif- 
taiicc  of  .about  three  feet  from  the’ floor,  and  called, 

I “ Once— twice— thrice,  and  .away  but,  inflead  .of 

H 3 complying 
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complying  with  my  command,  he  thatched  his  hat  and  i 
hanger,  and  afluming  the  looks,  fwagger,  and  phrafe  of 
Piftol,  burll  out  in  the  following  exclamation  ; “ Ha  ! 
muft  I then  perform  inglorious  prank  of  fylvan  ape  in 
mountain  forelt  caught ! Deatli  rock  me  afleep,  abridge  ' 
my  doleful  days,  and  |ay  my  hand  in  fury's  lap. — Have  I 
we  not  Hiren  here  This  buffoonery  did  not  anfwer  * 
his  expedtation,  for  by  this  time  the  company  was  bent  i 
on  feeing  him  in  a new  charader.  Mr.  Banter  defired 
me  to  hold  my  fword  a foot  or  two  higher,  that  he  might  I 
have  an  opportunity  of  exerting  himlclf. — The  painter  j 
told  liim,  it  he  performed  well,  he  would  recommend  I 
him  as  a vaulter  to  the  proprietors  of  Sadler’s-welis ; 
and  Bragvvell,  crying,  “ Leap  for  the  king,”  applied 
the  point  ot  his  fword  to  the  player’s  pofteriors,  with 
fuch  liiccefs,  that  he  fprung  over  iti  a trice,  and  finding 
tile  door  unguarded,  vaniflied  in  a twinkling ; glad,  no 
doubt,  of  having  paid  his  fhare  of  the  reckoning  fo 
eafily. 

It  being  now  near  tw^  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we 
difeharged  the  bill,  and  fallied  out  into  the  Itreet. — The 
painter  flunk  away  without  taking  his  leave.  Billy 
Cliatter,  being  unable  to  fpeak  or  ftand,  was  fen t to  a 
bagnio ; and  Banter  and  I accompanied  Bragwell  to  Moll 
•King’s  cotfee-houle,  where,  after  he  had  kicked  liaif  a 
dozen  of  hungry  whores,  we  left  him  afleep  on  a bench, 
and  directed  our  courfe  towards  Cliarlng  Crols,  near  ' 
which  place  both  he  and  I lodged. 

The  natural  drjnefs  of  niy  companion  being  over- 
come by  liquor,  he  honoured  me  by  the  way  with  many  ‘ 
compliments  and  profeiTions  of  friendfiiip,  lor  which  I 
made  fuitable  acknowledgments,  and  told  him,  I thought  I 
inylelf  happy  in  having,  by  my  behaviour,  removed  the  i 
unfavourable  opinion  he  entertained  of  me  at  firft  fight. 

— He  was  furprifed  at  this  declaration,  and  begged'^me 
to  explain  myfclf : Upon  which  I mentioned  what  I had 
over-lieard  him  fay  of  me  to  Wagtail  in  the  coffee- lioufe  • 
“——  He  laughed,  and  made  an  apology  for  his  freedom, 
afuningme,  that  my  appearance  had  very  much  prejxtf- 
fcH'ed  him  in  my  favour  j and  what  he  laid,  was  only  in- 
tended 
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tcnJc(l  as  a joke  on  the  r!o£lor's  Iblemnity.—- — I was 
highly  plealetl  at  being  undeceived  in  tliis  particular,  and 
not  a little  proud  of  the  good  opinion  of  this  wit,  who 
fliook  me  by  the  hand  at  parting,  and  promifed  to  meet 
>ne  next  day  at  the  ordinary. 

CHAP.  X. 

I'trap  communicates  to  me  a Conqueji  he  had  made  of  d 

Lbandier's  Ibido-zv Finds  hi/njelf  miferably  mijlaken 

/ go  to  the  Opera idmire  Meli/ida dm  cau- 

timed  by  Banter — Go  to  the  djfetnbly  at  Hampjlead 

Dance  nvith  tkatyrung  Lady Recei-ve  an  infolent  Mef 

fjge  from  Bragnssell,  nnhofe  Metal  is  foon  cooled Am 

tn  Fa’vour  with  my  Mijlrefs,  •Dcho/n  I vi/it  next  Day ; 

find  am  bubbled  out  of  Eighteen  Guineas  at  Cards - 

^trap  triumphs  at  my  Succefs,  but  is  ajhnijhed  at  my  Ex- 

p'  nce Banter  comes  to  my  Lodgings  is  asery  farcafie 

at  my  expence,  and  borro-ves  fnje  Guineas  from  ?ne,  as  a 
proof  of  his  Friendjbip. 

TN  the  morning  betore  I gpt  up.  Strap  came  into  my 

chamber,  and  finding  me  awake,  hemmed  fevcral 
tunes,  fcratched  his  head,  call  his  eyes  upon  the  ground, 
and,  with  a very  fcclifli  kind  of  fimper  upon  his  face, 
gave  me  to  untlcrftand  he  had  foinething  to  communicate. 
— “ By  ycur  countenance  (faid  I)  I expeff  to  hear  good 
tidings.” — “ Indifferent, (replied  he,  tittering;)  that  is, 
hereafter  as  it  lhall  be  — You  mull  know,  I have  feme 
thoughts  of  altering  my  condition” — “ What  ! (cried 
I,  3ltonifh--d,)  a matrimonial  If  heme?  O rare  Strap!  thou 

iuifi  got  t'.ie  heels  of  me  at  laff.” “ N’ — no  Icfs,  I 

allure  you,  (laid  he,  burfting  in;o  a laugh  of  felf  appro- 
bat  ion.)  A tallow-chandler’s  widow,  that  lives  hard  by, 
has  taken  a liking  to  me. — A fine  jolly  dame,  as  plump 
as  a partriiige. — She  has  a well  furnifhed  houfe,  a brilk 
trade,  and  a good  deal  of  the  ready — I may  have  her 
ior  the  afking.  She  told  a friend  of  mine,  a brotiier 
footman,  that  fhe  would  take  me  out  of  a ftinking  clout. 
— But  I refilled  to  give  my  final  aniwer,  till  I knew 
your  opinion  of  the  matter.” — I congratulated  Monfienr 
d’Eftrapes  upion  hisconqueft,  and  approved  of  thefeheme, 
provided  he  could  be  alfured  of  thofe  circumftances  qf 
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lier  fortune;  but  advifed  him  to  do  nothing  rafbly,  and 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  hdy  before  matters 
Ihovli  be  brought  to  a conclufion.  He  an'ured  me  he 
would  do  nothing  without  mycojifent  and  approbation; 
and  that  very  morning,  while  I was  at  bi'enktaft,  intro- 
duced his  inamorata  to  my  acquaintance. — She  was  a 
ftiort  thick  woman,  about  the  age  of  tliirty-fix,  and  had 
a particular  prominence  of  belly,  which  I perceived  at 
firil  fight,  not  without  fome  fufpicion  of  foul  play. — I 
defired  lier,  however,  to  fit,  and  treated  her  with  a di(h 
of  tea;  the  difcourfe  tiirning  on  the  good  qualities  of 
Strap,  whom  I reprefented  as  a prodigy  of  fobriety,  in- 
duftry,  and  virtue. — When  file  took  her  leave,  he  fol- 
lowed her  to  the  door,  and  returned  licking  his  lips,  and 
afking  if  I did  not  think  fhe  was  a.lufcious  creature. — • 
I made  no  myftery  of  my  apprehenfion,  but  declared  my 
I'cntiments  of  her  without  referve  ; at  which  he  was  not 
furprifed,  telling  me,  he  had  obferved  the  fame  fymptom, 
but  was  informed  by  his  friend  that  fhe  was  only  liver- 
grown,  and  would  in  a few  months  be  as  fmall  in  the 
waiff  as  ever. — “ Yes,  (faid  I,)  a few  weeks,'  I believe, 
will  do  the  bufinefs. — In  fiiort,  Strap,  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  you  are  egregioufiy  impofed  upon  ; and  that  this 
friend  is  no  other  than  a ral'cal,  who  wants  to  palm  his 
trull  upon  you  for  a wife,  that  he  may  at  once  deliver 
himfelf  from  the  importunities  of  the  mother,  and  the 
expence  of  her  bantling ; for  which  reafon  I would  not 
have  you  truft  implicitly  to  the  report  he  makes  of  her 
wealth,  which  is  inconfiftent  with  his  behaviour;  nor 
run  your  head  precipitately  into  a noofe,  tliat  you  may 
afterwards  wiih  exxhanged  for  the  hangman’s.”  He 
feemed  very  much  ftartled  at  my  infinuation,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  look  twice  befiare  he  leaped  ; faying,  with  fome 
heat,  “ Odds,  if  I find  h is  intention  is  to  betray  me, 
we  fhall  fee  which  of  us  is  the  better  man.” — My  pre- 
diftioii  was  verified  in  lefs  than  a fortnight ; her  great 
belly  producing  an  infant,  to  the  unfpeakable  amaze- 
ment of  Strap,  who  was,  before  this  happened,  inclinable 
to  believe  I bad-refined  a little  too  much  in  my  i>enetra- 
^on.  His  fialfe  friend  dil'appearcd ; and  in  a few  liays 

. after 
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► sfter  an  execution  was  ifl'iied  againft  her  goods  aiivl 
I boiifeliold-t'urnitiire,  which  were  I'eizcd  by  the  creditors. 

Meanwhile  I met  my  triend  Banter  at  the  ordinary, 
t and  in  the  evening  went  to  the  opera  with  him  and  Mr. 
t Chatter,  who  pointed  out  Melinda  in  one  of  the  boxes, 
land  offered  to  introduce  me  to  her,  obl'erving  at  the  fame 
titime,  that  the  was  a reigning  toaft,  worth  ten  thoufand 
I pounds.  This  piece  of  information  mademy  heart  bound 

> with  joy,  and  I dil'covered  great  eagernels  to  accept  the 
rp>ropofal : upon  which  he  alfured  me  I ftiould  dance  with 
liter  at  the  next  alf-mbly,  if  he  had  ^ny  influence  in  that 
iquarter:  fo  faying,  lie  went  round,  fpoke' to  her  feme 
I minutes,  and,  as  I imagined,  pointed  at  me ; then  return- 
i ing,  told  me,  to  my  inexprefllble  pleafure,  that  I might 
I depend  upon  what  he  had  promifed,  tor  flie  was  now 
I engaged  as  my  partner. — Banter,  in  a whifper,  gave 
( me  to  underftand,  that  the  was  an  incorrigible  coquette, 
I who  would  grant  the  lame  favour  to  any  young  fellow 
i in  England,  of  a tolerable  appearance,  merely  to  engage 
I him  among  the  herd  of  her  admirers,  that  flie  might 
I have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  them  daily  increafe ; — that 
I file  was  of  a cold  inlenfible  difpofition,  dead  to  every 
) pafuon  but  vanity,  and  fo  blind  to  merit,  that  he  would 
1 jjv  anv  wager,  the  wealthieft  fool  fliould  carry  her  at 
I lalf.  I attributed  a good  deal  of  this  intelligence  to 
i the  fatirical  turn  of  my  friend,  or  refentment  for  bav- 
I ing  himfclf  fuffered  a rebuff  from  the  lady  in  queflion; 
I;  and  at  any  rate,  trufted  fo  much  to  my  own  accomplifh- 
I ments,  as  to  believe  no  woman  could  refifl  the  ardour  of 
l ii.y  addrefles. 

full  of  this  confidence,  I repaired  to  Ilampfread,  in 
company  with  Billy  Chatter,  iny  Lord  Hobble,  and 
[ Poefor  Wagtail. — I'here  I law  a very  brilliant  afl'cmbly, 
('before  whom  I had  the  honour  to  walk  a minuet  with 
i Melinda,  who  cliarmtd  me  vyith  her  frank  manner  and 

I eafinefs  ot  behaviour. — Before  the  country  dances  began, 

I I received  a meflage  by  a ptrlbn  I did  not  know,  trom 
, Bragwell,  who  was  prefent,  importing,  that  nobody 
! who  knew  him,  prefumed  to  dance  with  Melinda  while 
I was  there  in  peifojj  ; apd  tiiai  1 would  do  well  to  re, 

linqpifl) 
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lincjuifh  btr  without  iioif'e,  becaul’e  he  had  a mind  to 
lead  up  a country  dance  with  her.  This  cxtraordinury 
intimation,  which  was  dclimed  in  the  lady’s  hearing, 
did  not  at  all  difcompofe  me,  who  this  time  was 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  ciiarattcr  of  my  rival. 
I therefore,  without  the  lead  fymptom  of  concern,  bade 
the  gentletnan  tell  Mr.  Bragwell,  that  fince  I was  fo 
happy  as  to  obtain  the  lady’s  confent,  I (Itould  not  be 
folicitous  about  his;  and  defired  the  bearer  himfelf  to 
bring  me  no  Rich  impertinent  meflages  for  the  future, 
Melinda  atfe^Ved  a fort  of  confufion,  and  pretended  to 
wonder  that  Mr.  Bragwell  fliould  give  himfelf  luch  liber- 
ties with  jvgard  to  her,  who  had  no  manner  of  connexion 
with  tliE  fellow.  I laid  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  dif- 
play  my  valour,  and  ofFeied  to  call  him  to  an  account 
for  his  infolence,  apropofal  which  (he  abfolutely  refuled, 
under  pretence  ofconfulting  my  fafety;  though  I could 
perceive,  by  the  fparkling  of  her  eyes,  that  the  would 
not  have  thought  herfelf  affronted  in  being  the  Ribjcdl 
of  a duel.  I was  by  no  means  plealkl  with  this  dif- 
covery  of  her  thoughts,  which  not  only  argueil  tire  moll 
iiniuftifiable  vanity,  but  likewife  the  mod  baifo-arous  in- 
difference: however,  I was  alluied  by  her  fortune,  and 
refolved  to  gratify  her  pride  in  making  her  the  occafion 
of  a public  quatrel  between  me  and  Biagwell,  who,  I 
was  pretty  certain,  would  never  drive  matters  to  a dan- 
gerous extremity. 

While  we  danced  together,  I obfonted  this  fonnidable 
rival  at  one  end  of  the  room,  encircled  witlt  a duller  of 
beaus,  to  whom  he  talked  with  great  vehemence,  calting 
many  big  looks  at  me,  from  time  to  time.  1 guclfed  the 
fwbje6l  ot  his  dilcourle,  and  as  foon  as  I liad  handed  my 
partner  to  her  feat,  llrutted  upto  the  place  where  heflosid, 
and  cocking  my  hat  in  his  lace,  demanded  aloud,  it  he 
had  any  tiling  to  fay  to  me.  He  anfwered  with  a fullcn 
tone,  “ Nothing  at  prel'ent.  Sir.”  And  turned  about 
upon  his  heel. — “ Well,  (laid  I,)  you  know  where  I am 
to  be  found  at  any  time.” — His  companions  flared  at 
one  another,  and  I returned  to  the  lady,  whole  fe.atures 
brightened  at  my  approach,  and  immediately  a whifper 

ran 
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r ran  through  the  whole  room ; alter  which  fo  many  eyes 
•were  turned  upon  me,  that  I was  ready  to  link  with  con- 
tfulion. — When  the  ball  broke  up,  I led  her  to  her  coach, 
land,  like  a true  Fi'cnch  gallant,  would  have  got  up  be- 
Ihind  it,  in  order  to  prote6l  her  from  violence  on  the  road  ; 
ibut  fhe  abfolutely  refuled  my  oflPer,  and  exprefled  her 
Koncern  that  there  was  not  an  empty  feat  for  me  within 
ttlie  vehicle. 

: Next  day,  in  the  afternoon,  I waited  on  her  at  her  lodg- 
piBgs,  by  permidion,  in  company  wit)\  Chatter,  ai)d  was 
, very  civilly  received  by  her  mother,  with  whom  file  lived, 
'There  werea  good  many  fafliionahle people  piefent,  chief- 
tly  young  fellows;  and  immediately  after  tea,  a couple 
)i«f  card  tables  weret  fet,  at  one  of  which  I had  the  honour 
Ro  play  with  Melinda,  who  in  lefs  than  three  hours  made 
ilhift  to  plunder  me  ol  eight  guineas. — ,1  was  well  enough 
^content  to  loofe  a little  money  with  a good  grace,  that  I 
imight  have  an  opportunity  in  the  mean  time  to  fay  foft 
ithiiigs,  which  are  Hill  moft  welcome  when  attended  with 
Igood  hjek ; but  I was  by  no  means  fatisfied  of  her  fair 
^play,  a circiimftar.ce  that  fiiocked  me  not  a little,  and 
sgreatly  impaired  my  opinion  of  her  dirmtereftednel’s  and 
ulelicacy. — However,  I was  lefolved  to  profit  by  this 
Aichaviour,  and  treat  her  in  my  turn  with  lefs  ceremony ; 
laccordingly,  I laid  clofe  fiege  to  her,  and  finding  her 
mot  at  all  difgufted  with  the  grofs  inceofe  I offered,  that 
tvery  night  made  a declaration  of  love  in  plain  terms. — 
iSbe  received  my  addrefles  with  great  gaiety,  and  pre- 
nended  to  laugh  them  off,  but  at  tlie  fame  time  treated 
»me  with  fiich  particular  complacency,  that  I was  per- 
ifuadtd  I had  made  a conqueft  of  her  heart,  and  concluded 
■nyfelf  the  happieft  man  alive. — Elevated  with  thefeflat- 
aering  ideas,  I fat  down  again  to  cards,  after  fupper, 
and  with  great  cheerfulnefs  luffered  myfelf  to  be  cheated 
of  ten  guineas  more. 

It  was  late  before  I took  my  leave,  after  being  favour- 
;;d  with  a general  invitation ; and  when  I got  into  bed, 
bhe  adventures  of  the  day  hindered  iiie  ffoin  fleeping. — 
ciometimes  I pleafed  myfelf  with  the  ho|)es  of  pofiefling 
a fine  wom^ii  with  tga  tJiouland  pounds;  then  I would 

ruminate 


$1  The  adyentup.es  of 

ruminate  on  the  cliarafter  1 had  heard  of  !ier  from  Ban- 
ter, and  compare  it  with  the  ciicmnftances  of  her  con- 
duft  towards  me,  wliich  ftemed  to  bear  too  great  a re- 
leinblance  tothe  piffure  he  had  drawn. — This  introduced 
a melancholy  reneftion  on  the  expence  I had  undergone, 
jnd  the  I'mallnefs  of  my  firntls  to  fupport  it,  which,  by 
the  bye,  were  none  of  my  own. — In  fliort,  I found  my- 
felf  involved  in  doubts  and  perplexities,  that  kept  rne 
awake  the  greateft  part  of  the  night. 

In  the  morning.  Strap,  with  wliom  I had  nor  con- 
verfed  for  two  days,  prefented  himlclf  with  the  utenfils 
for  fliaving  me  ; upon  which,  I afked  his  opinion  of  the 
lady  whom  he  had  feen  me  conduft  to  her  conch  at 

Hampftead. “Odd!  flje’s  a delicious  creature,  (;ried 

he,)  and,  as  I am  informed,  a great  fortune. — I am  /brrv 
you  did  not  infill  on  going  home  with  her.  I dare  fay, 
Ihe  would  not  have  refufed  your  company  ; for  (he  feems 

to  be  a good  humoured  fotd.” “ There’s  a time  for 

all  things,  laid  I.  You  mult  k.-.ow,  Strap,  I was  in 
company  with  her  till  one  o’clock  this  morning. ” — I had 
no  fooner  pronounced  thele  words,  than  lie  began  tt> 
caper  about  the  room,  and  iiiap  his  lingers,  crying  in  a 
tranfport,  “ The  day’s  our  own  ! — the  day’s  our  own 
I gave  him  to  underftand  that  his  triumph  was  a little 
premature,  and  that  I had  more  difficulties  to  furmounc 
than  he  was  aware  of;  then  I recounted  to  him  the  in- 
telligence I had  received  from  Banter. — At  which  he 
changed  colour,  ffiook  his  head,  and  obfcrvcd,  there  was 

no  faith  in  woman. 1 told  liini,  I was  refolved  to 

make  a bold  pufli  notwitlillanding,  although  I forelaw' 
it  would  lead  me  into  a'great  exoence : .'and  bade  him 
guefs  the  fum  I had  loll  lall  night  at  c.trds. — He  fci-atch-' 
e<l  his  chin,  and  profelTed  his  abhorrence  of  cards,  the 
very  name  of  which  being  mentioned  made  him  IXveat 
with  vexation,  as  it  recalled  the  money  dropper  to  his 
remembnance : “ But,  however,  (laid  he,)  you  have  to  do 

with  other-guels  people  now. Why,  I fuppofe,  if 

you  had  a bad  run  lall  night,  you  would  fcarce  come  off 
for  lei's  than  ten  or  twelve  flnliings.” — I vvas  mortified 
at  this  piece  of  fmipUcity,  which  I imagine.l,  at  that 

time, 
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lime,  was  all  affccled,  by  way  of  reprimand  for  my  fol- 
ly ; and  alked  with  fome  heat,  if  he  thought  I fpent  the 
evening  in  a cellar  with  chairmen  and  hunters  ; giving 
him  to  know,  at  the  fame  time,  tiiat  my  cxpence  had 
amounted  to  eighteen  guineas. — It  would  require  the 
pencil  of  Hogarth  to  exprefs  the  aftonlfiiment  and  con- 
cern of  Strap  on  hearing  this  piece  of  news  : the  bal'oo 
in  which  he  was  preparing  the  lather  for  my  chin  drop- 
ped out  of  his  hands,  and  he  remained  fome  time  im- 
movable in  that  ludicrous  attitude,  with  liis  mouth  open, 
and  his  eyes  thnjif  forward  confiderably  beyond  their 
llation  j but  remembering  iny  difpofition,  which  was 
touchy,  and  impatient  of  controul,  he  fmothered  his 
chagrin,  and  attempted  to  recoiled  himfelf. — With  this 
view  he  endeavoured  to  laugh,  but,  in  fpite  of  liis  teeth, 
broke  out  into  a whimper,  took  up  his  wafliball  and 
pewter  pot,  fcrubbed  my  beard  with  the  one,  and  dif- 
charged  the  other  upon  my  face. — I took  no  notice  of 
his  confufion,  but,  after  he  had  fully  recovered  himlelf, 
put  him  in  mind  of  his  right,  anti  alTured  him  of  my 
readinefs  to  luiTender  his  efteiSIs  whenever  he  lliould 
think  proper  to  demand  them. — He  was  nettled  at  my 
inlinuation,  which  he  thought  proceeded  from  my  diftrult 
of  his  triendlhip  ; and  begged  I would  never  talk  to  him 
in  that  drain  again,  uniels  1 had  a mind  to  break  his 
heart. 

This  good  creature’s  unalterable  friendfliip  for  me 
affeftcd  me  with  the  mod  grateful  fentiments,  anda6Ied 
as  a fpnr  to  my  rel'olution  of  acqtiiring  a fortune,  that 
I might  have  it  in  my  power  to  manifed  my  generolity 

in  my  turn For  this  piirpofe,  I determined  to  bring 

matters  to  a Ipeedy  conclufion  with  Melinda  ; well  know- 
ing  that  a few  fuch  nights  as  the  lad  would  ed'edhialiy 
incapacitate  me  from  profecuting  that,  or  any  other  ad- 
vantageous amour. 

While  my  meditations  were  bufied  in  planning  out  my 
future  conduft,  Mr.  Banter  favoured  me  with  a vifit  ; 
and  after  breakfad,  alked  how  I had  paded  the  preceding 
evening. — I anfwered,  I was  very  agreeably  entertained 
at  a private  houie,W‘  Yes  (laid  he  with  a larcadic 

VOL,  H,  I dnile) 
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fnule)  you  defci  vird  Ibmethiiig  extraoidinary  for  the  price 
you  paid.” — I was  furprifed  at  this  remark,  and  pre- 
tended ignorance  of  his  meaning  ” — “ Come,  cpme. 
Random,  (continued  he,)  you  need  not  make  a myftery 
of  it  to  mp,  the  whole  town  has  it. — I with  that  ioolifli 
affair  between  you  and  Bragwell  at  Hampftead  liad  been 
lets  public.: — It  has  let  all  the  bufy-bodies  at  work  to 
find  out  your  real  character  and  fituation  ; and  you  can- 
not imagine  what  conjelturcs  have  already  circulated  at 
your  expcnce.  One  fufpecls  you  ip  be  a Jefuit  in  dif- 
guile  ; another  thinks  you  are  an  agent  from  the  Pre- 
tender ; a third  believes  you  to  be  an  upftart  gamefter, 
becaufe  nobody  knows  any  thing  of  your  family  or  for- 
tune ; a fomah  is  of  opinion,  that  you  are  an  Irifli  for- 
tune-hunter.”  This  laft  hypothelis  touched  me  fo 

nearly,  that,  to  conceal  my  confufion,  I was  fain  to  in- 
terrupt his  detail,  and  damn  the  vvorld  for  an  envious 
meddling  community,  that  would  not  fuffer  a gentleman 
to  live  without  moleftation.  He  took  no  notice  of  this 
apoftrophe,  but  went  on.  “ For  my  own  part,  I neither 
know,  nor  defire  to  know,  who,  or  what  you  are  ; this 
I am  certain  of,  that  few  people  make  a myfteiy  of  their 
origin  or  fituation,  who  can  boaft  of  any  thing  advan- 
tageous in  either  ; and  my  own  opinion  of  the  matter 
is,  that  you  have  raifed  yourfclf  by  your  induftry',  from 
nothing  to  the  appearance  you  now  maintain,  and  which 
you  endeavour  to  fupport  byfomp  matrimonial  fcheme.” 

' — Here  he  fixed  his  eyes  ftedfaltly  upon  me,  and  per- 
ceiving my  face  covered  with  blulhes,  told  me,  now  he 

was  confirmed  in  his  opinion. “ Look  ye,  Random, 

(faid  he,)I  have  divined  your  plan,  and  am  confident  it 
will  never  fucceed. — You  are  toohoneft,  and  too  igno- 
rant of  the  town,  to  praflife  the  necefl'ary  cbeals  of  your 
profefJioD,  anddeteS  the  conl'piracies  that  will  be  formed 

againft  you Befides  you  are  downright  baihful  j 

-r- — What  the  devil  ! fet  up  for  a fortune  hunter  before  i 

you  have  conquered  the  fcnte  of  (hams  ! — Perhaps  you  i 

are  entitled  by  your  merit,  and  I believe  you  are,  to  a j 

richer  and  better  wife  titan  Melinda  ; but  take  my  word  j 

l»r  it,  flic  is  not  to  be  won  at  that  rate  j — or,  if  you  ai«  j 

' f» 
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fo  lucky  as  to  can7  her,  between  you  and  the,  you  tnay 
fcy  as  Teague  dW,  By  my  foul  I hAW  gamed  aiojs ! She 
wcuW  take  care  to  rpenti  her  fortune  in  a twinkling,  and 

Ibon  make  you  Tick  of  her  extravagance.”— —1  wa6 

ahnned  by  his  difcourle,  while  I relented  the  heedom 
of  it,  and  exprcfied  my  difgurt,  by  telling  him,  he  was 
miftaken  in  my  intentions,  and  dein-ing  he 
me  leave  to  ivgulate  niy  condu6l  aecOlding  to  dittates 
61'  mv  own  reafon. — He  made  an  apology  for  me  libeity 
he  l«id  taken,  and  afcribed  it  to  the  warmth  of  his  ii  lefid- 
Ihipformc;  as  an  uncommon  inftance  of  which,  hfe 
borrowed  fofo  guineas,  afliiringnte,  there  were  very 
people  in  the  world  whom  he  would  fo  far  f't'^°tir  with 

his  confidence. 1 gave  kirn  the  money,  and  ptofeffed 

'nryfelf  fo  well  convinced  of  his  fincerity,  that  he  had  no 
occafion  to  put  it  to  fuch  extraordinary  proofs  for  thfe 

future. “ I thought  (laid  he)  to  have  alked  five 

pieces  more,  but  hearing  you  was  bubbled  of  eighteen 
laft  night,  I prefumed  you  might  be  out  of  cafli,  and  re- 
folved  to  model  my  demand  accordingly.”  I ronld  not 
help  admiring  the  cavalier  behaviour  ot  this  (park,  ot 
whom  I defrred  to  know  his  reafon  for  faying,  I was 

bubbled He  then  gave  me  to  underftand,  ’that  before 

he  came  to  my  lotlgiiigs,  he  had  beat  up  Tom  Toffle, 
who  having  been  prefent,  informed  him  of  the  particu- 
lars, rehearfed  all  the  fine  things  1 faid  to  Melinda,  with 
which  he  propofed  to  entertain  tlie  town  j and,  among 
other  circumftances,  affured  him,  my  miftrefs  cheatedj 
with  fo  little  art,  that  ndbody  but  a meer  novice  cotild 
have  been  impofed  upon. 

The  thoughts  of  becoming  a fuhjeft  of  raillery  tor 
coxcombs,  and  fooling  my  money  to  boot,  flung  me  to 
■the  quick  ; but  T made  a virtue  of  my  mdignatiOn,  and 
fwore  that  no  man  fhould,  with  impunity,  either  alpei fib 
the  characlcr  of  Melinda,  or  turn  my  behaviour  “* 
dicule.  He  replied  in  a dry  manner,  that  I would  find 
it  an  Herculean  lafk  to  chaftife  every  body  who  fhould 
laugh  at  my  expence : and  as  for  the  charafter  ot  Me- 
linda, he  did  not  fee  how  it  could  fufFer  by  what  was 
laid  to  her  charge  j 'for  that  cheating  at  cai‘ds>  far  fron^ 
I 2 being 
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being  reckoned  a blemifli  among  people  of  fa/liwn 

( raid  he,)  and  go  to  the  coffee- houfe,  in  order  to  make 
a party  for  dinner.” 

tSmT"Tb717r’‘“r  " S S 

Jei^Sa'G  l'"''' Pl'yfcian  jIHrmef  Z™d  b' 

‘on  or  ail  tliefoieign  words  we  liave  adopted  ? bv  whirh 

“iTprpS^Th  ^ 

rrfened  „ , an/ZSV  no.lMdSrK  H 

st'zsssi  f,'if4br  -■ 

We  then  enquired  of  the  doaor  what  proerefs  i,e  had 

re  oi  tTa  ^ nobody  who  would  undertake  to  blow  a 
retoit  large  enough  to  hold  the  tliiitl  part  of  the  ouan 
tity  prelcr.bed  ; but  he  intended  to  try  the  procds  o^aa 

Sm"  orove  rt'""  fi  ""  be  fuf. 

a na  11a  ^ the  fpecific,  and  then  he  would  make  it 

cljaogc 
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rbange  his  lodgings:  For  he  had  gathered  them  in  a 
(neap  on  the  floor,  and  fet  fire  to  them  with  a candle,  on 
n luppofition  that  the  boards  would  fuftain  no  damage, 
oecaufe  it  is  the  nature  of  the  flame  to  afcend  ; but,  by 
'.bme  very  extraordinary  accident,  the  wood  was  in- 
vaded, and  began  to  blaze  with  great  violence,  which 
yifordered  him  fo  much,  that  he  had  not  pretence  of 
■mind  enough  to  call  for  aflaftance,  and  the  whole  houfe 
■muft  have  been  confumed,  with  him  in  the  midft  of  it, 
•liad  not  the  fmoak,  that  rolled  out  of  the  windows  i)i 
Cclouds,  alarmed  the  neighbourhood,  and  brought  peo- 
ple to  his  fuccour. — That  he  had  loft  a pair  of  black 
•velvet  breeches,  and  a tye-wig,  in  the  hurry;  befldes 
tthe  expence  of  the  rags,  which  were  rendered  ufelefs  by 
the  water  ufed  to  quench  the  flame,  and  the  damage  of 
the  floor,  which  he  was  compelled  to  repair. — That  his 
•landlord,  believing  him  diftraifed,  had  infifted  on  his 
ijuitting  his  apartments  at  a minute’s  warning,  and  he 
•was  put  to  incredible  inconvenience ; but  now  he  was 
Settled  in  a very  comfortable  houfe,  and  had  the  ul'e  of  a 
flarge  paved  yard  for  preparing  his  tinder:  So  that  he 
Sloped  in  a very  ftiort  time  to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  la- 
fcour. 

After  having  congratulated  the  doftor  on  his  profpeff, 
rand  read  the  papers,  we  repaired  to  an  auftion  of  pic- 
itures,  where  we  entertained  ourfelves  an  hour  or  two. 
fFrom  thence  we  adjourned  to  the  Mall,  and  after  two  or 
tthree  turns  went  back  to  dinner,  Banter  aftliring  us,  that 
die  intended  to  roaft  Medlar  at  the  ordinary  ; and  indeed, 
▼we  were  no  fooner  fet,  than  this  Cynic  began  to  execute 
ihis  purpofe,  by  telling  the  old  gentleman  he  looked  ex- 
ttremely  well,  confidering  the  little  fleep  he  had  enjoyed 
Daft  night.  To  this  compliment  Medlar  made  no  reply, 
fbut  by  a flare,  accompanied  with  a fignificant  grin; — 
■rand  Banter  went  on  thus  : “I  don’t  know  whether  nioft 
Ito  admire,  the  charity  of  your  mind,  or  the  vigour  of 
^our  body. — Upon  my  foul,  Mr.  Medlar,  you  do  gene- 
irous  things  with  the  beft  tafte  of  any  man  I know ! You 
icxtend  your  compaffion  to  real  objefts,  and  exafl  only 
Ifuch  returns  as  they  are  capable  of  making.— You  mult 
I 3 know, 
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kiiow,  gentlemen,  (taid  he,  turning  to  the  company,)  I ■ 
had  been  up  moft  part  of  the  night  with  a friend,  who  is 
i]I  of  a fever,  and  on  ,my  return  home  this  morning 
chanced  to  pafs  by  a gin-fliop  ftill  open,  whence  iffued  a 
confufed  Ibund  of  mirth  and  jollity:  Upon  which,  I 
popped  in  my  head,  and  perceived  Mr.  Medlar  dancing 
bare-headed  in  the  midft  of  ten  or  twenty  ragged  hunt- 
ers, who  rejoiced  at  his  expence.  But  indeed,  Mr.  Med- 
lar, you  ought  not  to  facrifice  your  conllitution  to  your 
benevolence.— 7-Confider  you  grow  old  apace;  and  there- 
fore have  a reverend  care  for  your  health,  which  muft 
certainly  be  very  much  impaired  by  thefe  noifurnal  ex- 
pedition?.”— Xhe  tefty  fenior  could  no  longer  contain 
himlt’if,  but  cried  haftily,  “ -'Tis  well  known  that  youv 
tongue  is  no  flander.” — “ I think  (('aid  the  other)  you 
might  fpare  that  oblervation,  as  you  are  very  fenlible, 
that  my  tongue  has  done  you  fignal  lervice  on  many  oc- 
tafions.— You  may  remember,  that  when  you  made  your 
addrefles  to  the  fat  widow,  who  kept  a public  houle  at 
Jflington,  Uiere  was  a report  fpread  very  much  to  the  « 
prejudice  of  your  manhood,  wliich  coming  to  the  ears  of  ; 
your  mittrefs,  you  was  difearded  immediately;  and  { ' 

brought  matters  to  a reconciliation,  by  alTuringher,  that 
you  had  three  baftards  at  mine  in  the  countiy  : How  ' 
you  ruined  your  ovyn  affair  afterwards,  it  is  neither  my  ■ J 
bufuiefs  nor  inclination  to  relate.” — This  anecdote,  ' 
which  had  no  other  foundation  than  in  Banter’s  own  in-  ! 
yention,  afforded  a goad  deal  of  mirth  to  every  perfou 
prefent,  and  provoked  .Mr.  Medlar  beyond  all  fufferance ; 
ib  that  he  ftarted  up  in  a mighty  paflion,  and  forgetting  * 
that  his  mouth  was  full,  befpattercd  thofe  that  fat  next 
to  him,  while  he  difeharged  his  indignation  in  a volley 
of  oaths,  and  called  Banter  infignificant  puppy,  imper-  ^ 
tinent  jackanapes,  and  an  hundred  fuch  appellations ; 1 

telling  the  company,  he  had  invented  thefe  falfe,  mali-  ] 
cious  afperfions,  becaufe  he  would  not  lend  him  money  I 
to  Iquander  away  upon  rooks  and  whores. -7-“  A very  1 
likely  (tory  (faid  Banter)  that  J fliould  attempt  to  bor-  I 
row  money  of  a man  who  is  obliged  to  prabfile  a thou-  j 
f^nd  lliifts  to  make  his  weekly  allowance  hold  out  t»  ] 

Saturday 
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Saturday  night.  Sometimes  he  deeps  four-and- twenty 
hours  at  a ftretch,  by  which  means  he  faves  three  meals, 
befides  coffee- houl'e  expences. — Sometimes  he  is  fain  to 
put  up  with  bread  and  cheefe  and  Irnall  beer  for  dinner ; 
and  lometimes  he  regales  on  two  pennyworth  of  ox- 
cheek  in  a cellar.”  — “ You  are  a Iving  mifereant,  (cried 
Medlar,  in  an  ecftacy  of  ra^e.)  I can  always  command 
money  enough  to  pay  your  tayior’s  bill,  which  I am 
fure  is  no  trifle;  and  I have  a good  mind  to  give  you  a 
convincing  proof  t'f  mv  circumllances,  by  prol'ecuting 
you  for  defamation,  firrah.”  By  this  time  tlie  violence 
of  his  wrath  had  deprived  him  of  his  appetite,  and  he  fat 
(ilent,  unable  to  Iwallow  one  monthtiil,  while  his  tor- 
mentor enjoyed  his  mortification,  and  increafed  his  cha- 
grin. by  advifing  jiim  to  lay  in  plentifully  for  his  next 
day  s fart. 

Dlnser  being  endeti,  we  came  down  flairs  to  the  cof- 
fee-room, and  Banter  went  away  to  keep  an  appointment, 
faying,  hefuppofed  he  flioidd  fee  Wagtail  and  me  in  the 
eveningat  the  Btdfoid  coffee  hotife. — He  was  no  fconer 
gone,  than  the  .'id  gentleman  took  me  alide,  and  faid,  he 
.was  forty  to  fee  me  lb  intimate  with  that  fellow,  who 
wai  one  of  the  mofl  gracelefs  rakes  about  town,  and  had 
already  wafted  a gxxxl  eftatc  and  conflitution.upon  har- 
lots ; dnt  he  ija.l  i;een  t'-.e  niin  of  many  a young  man, 
by  in  troth,!  cir:g  them  into  I'ebauched  company,  and  let- 
ting a lewd  example  of  all  manner  of  wickednefs ; and 
that  iinieis  I v.'as  or,  ...y  guard,  he,  wouki  ftrip  me  in  a 
flibrt  time,  both  of  irv  money  and  reputation.  I thanked 
him  for  his  infi  iniation,  and  pi-omifcd  to  conduif  myfelf 
accordingly,  wiftung,  however,  his  caution  had  been  a 
few  hours  more  early,  by  which  means  I might  have 
faved  five  guineas.  .Notwithfl.mding  this  inteiirgcnce,  f 
was  inclinable  to  impute  fome  part  oi  this  cliarge  to  Med- 
lar’s revenge  for  the  iiiivities  taken  witli  liiin  at  dinner; 
and  therefore,  as  ibor.  a I cuuid  dif-.ngage  myltif,  applied 
to  Wagtail  for  lus  ;n  of  the  cliai-acler  in  (]ueflion; 
reft’Iveil  to  compare  tlicir  acapunt.s,  allowing;  for  tiie  pre- 
judice oi  eaeli,  and  to  form  my  judgmf.nt  ii|)on  both, 
^•itlioitt  adhering  fliiefiy  to  -.  iiher. — The  doctor  afliu  rd 

me 
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me  tliat  he  was  a vei'y  pretty  gentleman,  of  family  and 
fortune ; & fcholar,  a wit,  a critic,  and  perfeflly  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  townj  that  his  honour  and  courage 
were  unqueftionable;  though  foirie  extravagances  he  had 
been  guilty  of,  and  his  talent  for  fatire,  had  procured 
him  enemies,  and  made  fome  peoplefliy  of  his  acquaint- 
ance.— From  thefe  different  (ketches,  I concluded  that 
Banter  was  a young  fellow  of  fome  parts,  who  had  fpent 
liis  fortune,  but  retained  his  appetites,  and  fallen  out  with 
the  world,  becaufe  he  could  not  enjoy  it  to  his  wifh. 

I went  to  the  Bedford  colfee-houfe  in  the  evening, 
where  I met  my  friends  ; from  thence  proceeded  to  the 
play,  and  afterwards  carried  them  home  to  my  lodgings, 
where  we  fupped  in  good  humour. 

CHAP.  XII. 


I receive  a Challenge — The  confequences  of  it The 

Siuarrel  being  made  up,  am  put  in  arreji,  by  the  Care 
and  AffeSlion  of  Strap— But  immediately  releafed  upon  ex- 
plaining my  Affair — The  Behaviour  of  Mr.  Oregon  and 
’his  tvoo  Friends — I vifit  Melinda,  vjhom  I divert  vatb 
an  Account  of  the  Duel — Propofe  Marriage — She  refers  the 
'Matter  to  her  Mother,  of  nvhom  I make  a folemn  Demand 
of  her  Daughter — The  old  Lady's  Behaviour — 1 am  dif- 
earded,  and  refenl  their  Difdain. 

■f^HEN  I was  ready  to  go  abroad  next  day.  Strap 
brought  me  a letter.  To  Mr.  Random,  EJq-,  Thofe 
• Which,  upon  opening,  I found  contained  a chal- 
lenge, conceived  in  thefe  very  extraordinary  terms  ; 


“ Sir, 

“ Whereas  I am  informed  that  you  make  love  to 
Mifs  Melinda  Goofetrap,  This  is, to  let  you  know,  that 
(he  is  under  promife  of  marriage  to  me ; and  that  I am 
at  this  prefent  waiting  at  the  back  of  Montague- houfe, 
•with  a pair  of  good  piftols  in  my  hand;  and  if  you  will 
keep  your  appointment,  I will  make  your  tongue  con- 
fefs  (after  the  breath  is  out  of  your  body)  that  you  do 
not  deferve  her  as  well  as,  Your’s,  &c. 

‘‘  Rourk  Oregan.” 

J guefle4 
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I giiefltd,  from  the  ftile  and  lublcription  of  thisbillef, 
Jthat  my  rival  was  a true  Milelian,  and  was  not  a little 
■unealy  at  the  contents,  efpecialiy  that  part  in  which  he 
afierted  his  right  to  my  miftrefs  by  promife,  a circum- 
tftance  I did  not  know  how  to  reconcile  to  lier  good  I’enfe 
eand  penetration. — However,  this  was  no  time  for  me  to 
blecline  the  defiance,  becaule  the  fuccefs  of  my  addreffes 
onight  in  a great  meafure  depend  upon  my  behaviour  in 
tthat  affair.  I therefore  immediately  loaded  my  pillols, 
and  betook  myfelf  in  a hackney-coach  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed, where  I found  a tall,  raw-boned  man,  with  a 
^ard  featured  caiintenance,  and  black  bulhy  beard,  walk- 
ling  by  himfelf,  wrapped  up  in  a fliabby  great  coat,  over 
which  his  own  hair  defcended  in  a leathern  queue  from 
ills  head,  that  was  covered  with  a greafy  hat,  trimmed 
with  a tainifhcd  point  tC eJpagTTS.  He  no  fooner  perceived 
•me  advancing,  than  he  pulled  a piftol  from  his  bofom, 
ond  prefenting  at  me.  Inapt  it  without  the  leaft  pream- 
ble. Alanned  at  this  rude  falutation,  I made  a (land, 
fend  before  he  coiud  adjuft  his  otI)er  piece,  fired  one  of 
mine  at  him,  without  doing  any  damage.  By  this  time 
tie  was  ready  with  his  fecond,  which  flaflied  in  the  pan 
^ithout  going  off;  upon  which  he  called,  with  a true 
CTipperaiy  cadence,  » Fire  away,  honey  and  began 

"o  hammer  his  flint  with  great  deliberation But  I was 

r.efolved  to  inake  ufc  of  the  advantage  fortune  had  given 
me  ; and  therefore  ftept  up,  without  throwing  away  my 
»ire,  defiring  mm  to  alk  his  life,  or  prepare  for  another 
world  ; but  this  ft^t  Hibernian  refuCcd  to  condefcend, 
mid  complained  bitterly  of  my  having  quitted  my 
ground  before  hr  could  return  my  (hot  ; faying,  I ought 
-O  go  back  to  my  flation,  and  let  him  have  an  equal 
-hance  wirli  me — I endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  that  I 
oad  given  hull  a double  rhance  already;  and  it  was  my 

mifiiiels  to  prevent  him  from  enjoying  a third; 

feut  now,  fince  l had  an  opportunity,  I demanded 
« parley,  and  defired  to  know  liis  condition,  and  reafon 
.•or  calling  me  to  the  field,  who,  to  the  beft  of  my  re- 
membrance, far  from  having  done  him  any  injury,  had 
••evt'i  before  feen  him.  He  toJJ  me  that  he  was  a gen- 
tleman 
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tlerr.an  of  fortune,  who  had  fpeiit  all  he  had,  and  hear- 
ing that  Melinda  had  got  ten  thoufand  pounds,  he 
intended  to  make  himfelF  matter  of  that  fum  by 
el'poufing  her,  and  was  determined,  in  an  honourable 
way,  to  cut  the  throats  of  all  thofe  who  ttood  between 
him  and  his  hopes.  I then  demanded  to  know  the 
foundation  of  his  hopes;  and  now  that  I had  feen  him, 
being  more  and  more  aftonlflied  at  the  circumftance  of 
the  promife,  defired  that  he  would  explain  that  myttery. 
— He  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  he  trufted  entirely  to 
his  birth  and  perfonal  merit ; that  he  had  frequently 
written  to  Melinda,  fetting  forth  his  claim  and  pieten- 
fio'ns,  but  Ihe  was  never  kind  enough  to  fend  an  anfwer, 
Cr  even  to  admit  hisn  into  her  prefence ; and  that  the  pro- 
mife he  mentioned  in  his  letter,  was  made  by  his  fr.end, 
Mr.  Gahagan,  who  alTured  him,  that  no  woman  could 

refift  a man  of  his  appearance. 1 could  not  forbear 

laughing  to  excefs,  at  the  fimplicity  of  my  rival,  who 
did  not  feem  to  relifli  my  mirth,  but  began  to  be  very 
ferious : Upon  which  I endeavoured  to  appeafe  him,  by 
giving  him  my  word  and  honour,  that,  far  from  prejudic- 
ing his  addrelfes  to  the  lady,  I would  reprefent  him  to 
her  in  the  mod  favourable  Jiight  I could  choofe,  with  any 
regard  to  truth;  but  he  mutt  not  be  furprifed  if  fire 
fhould  remain  blind  to  his  deferts ; for  nothing  was  more 
capricious  than  a woman’s  mind,  and  the  affeflion  of 
that  fex  was  feldom  purchafed  with  virtue  alone. — That 
my  declaration  might  have  the  better  effeft,  I took  no- 
tice of  his  difliabille,  and  profefling  forrow  at  feeing  a 
gentleman  reduced,  flipt  two  guineas  into  his  hand,  at 
fjght  of  which  he  threw  away  his  pittols,  and  hugging 
me  in  his  arms,  cried,  “ Arrah,  by  Jefus  now,  you  are 
the  beft  friend  I have  met  with  thele  fevenlong  years.” 

When  I had  fuftered  fome  minutes  in  his  embrace,  he 

quitted  me,  and  picked  up  his  rutty  arms,  wifhing  the 
devil  might  burn  him  if  ever  he  fliould  give  me  any  fur- 
ther trouble  about  womankind. 

The  quarrel  being  thus  amicably  compofed,  I begged 
leave  to  look  at  his  pittols,  which  I found  fo  crazy  and 
fo  foul,  that,  I believe  it  w^as  happy  for  him  neither  of 

them 


RODERIC  RANDOM.  JOJ 

tithem  was  dlfchargeti,  for  one  of  them  would  certainly 
lihave  I'plit  in  the  going  oft',  and  he  would,  in  all  proba- 
Wbility,  have  loft  his  hand  in  the  explofion : butwhatgavc 
nme  a lively  idea  of  the  man’s  chava6fer  was,  to  find, 
inipon  examination,  that  one  of  them  had  been  loaded 
i*without  being  primed,  and  the  other  primed  without  a 
^charge. 

While  we  walked  home  together,  I expreffcd  a defirc 
:K)f  knowing  my  new  friend’s  hiftory ; and  he  informed 
ane  of  his  having  ferved  in  the  German  army  as  a volun- 
:iteer  againft  the  Turks  ; that,  for  his  behavioural  the 
tfiege  of  Belgrade,  he  had  been  honoured  with  anenfign’s 
iwommiflion,  and  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
sjicutenant,  in  which  ftation  it  was  his  misfortune  to 
[jafFront  his  captain,  wlio  challenged  him  to  the  field,  and 
nwas  killed  in  the  duel,  upon  which  he  was  obliged  to 
iiretreat ; — that  he  had  been  in  England  fome  years  foli- 
;xiting  his  friends  for  provifion  in  the  Britifti  army  ; but 
lieing  hitherto  unfuccefsful,  was  defired  by  Mr.  Gahagan 
laoturn  his  thoughts  to  matrimony,  and  make  his  fortune 
itby  an  advantageous  match  ; in  confequence  of  which 
ledvice,  he  had  made  up  to  Melinda  ; and  having  heard, 
idby  means  of  an  Irilh  footman  in  the  family,  that  I was 
iher  chief  favorite,  had  called  me  out,  in  hopes  of  re- 
lanoving,  by  my  death,  the  greateft  obftruftion  to  his 
lldefires  j but  now  he  was  convinced  of  my  honour  and 
igenerofity,  he  fwore  by  the  blcffed  Virgin,  he  would 
ethink  of  her  no  more,  if  there  was  not  another  woman 
t^n  the  world. — As  afarther  proof  of  his  veracity,  which 
ff  did  not  at  all  doubt,  he  opened  an  old  iron  fnuff-box, 
^d  pulled  out  his  commiflion  in  the  Imperial  army,  and 
ais  captain’s  challenge,  v/hich  he  preferved  as  teftimo- 
nialsof  his  character. — I was  fo  well  convinced  of  this 
poor  man’s  honefty  and  courage,  that  I determined  to 
["peak  in  his  behalf,  to  forae  of  my  acquaintance,  who 
tnight  recommend  his  cafe  to  the  confideration  of  thofe 
who  could  provide  for  him  ; a;.d  in  the  mean  time  to 
accommodate  him  with  a few  clothes,  by  which  his  ap- 
Rtjrance  would  be  much  mended,  and  himfelf  enabled 
i»  renew  his  foliciutions  in  peribn. 

Aj 
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As' we  walked  along,  conveiTing  focially  togefher,  vjg 
Mere  met  with  a file  of  inufiitieten  s,  and  Strap  at  their 
head,  who  no  fooner  approached,  than  with  a frantic  ‘ 

look,  he  cried,  “ Seize  them  ! in  the  name  of  God  ! 

feize  them.'” 'We  were  accordingly  furrounded,  and 

I put  in  arreft  by  the  corporal,  who  was  commanding 
officer  ; but  Captain  Oregon  difengaged  himldf,  and  ran 
with  fitch  fpeed  towards  Tottenham -court-road,  that  he 
was  out  of  fight  in  a momatt.  When  my  arms  were  de- 
livered up,  and  myl'elf  fecured.  Strap  became  a little 
more  compofed,  and  afked  pardon  for  the  liberty  he  had  ‘ 
taken,  which  he  hoped  I would  excu'e,  as  it  proceeded 
from  his  affeftion.  He  then  told  me  that,  ftifpeching  the  \ 
letter  (which  by  the  bye  was 'brought  by  the  author  him- 
lelf)  contained  Ibmething  extraordinary,  he  had  peeped  > 
through  the  key- hole,  and  feen  jne  load  my  piftols  : upon  ' 
which  he  randown  to  Whitehall,  and  applied  to  the  officer 
on  guard  for  a party  to  put  me  in  arrelt  ; but,  before  he 
returned,  I was  gone  in  a coach  ; that  he  had  enquired 
which  way  I went,  and  having  heard  that  duels  were  5 
commonly  fought  at  the  back  of  Montague-houfe,  he  ' 
condu6fed  the  guard  to  this  place,  where  lie  tltanked  God  ■ 
for  having  found  me  fafe  and  Ibund.  I gave  him  to  un- 
derftand,  that  I foi-gave  hisofficious  concern  for  once,  but  / 
cautioned  him  in  pretty  fevere  terms  from  making  me  1 
thefubjeftofidleconverfationforthefntuiie:  then  turnino"  ] 
to  the  corporal,  thanked  him  for  his  care,  and  gave  • 
bim  a crown  to  drink  with  his  men,  affiiring  him,  that 
the  rencontre  was  over  long  before  he  came  up,  and  every 
thing  coropromifed,  as  he  might  have  obferved  bvlour 
behaviour  ; as  a farther  proof  of  which,  he  would  nnd, 
upon  examination,  that  one  of  my  piftols  had  been  dif-  I 
charged  ;-^but  this  civil  perfon,  without  giving  himfclf  I 
or  me  any  farther  trouble,  received  the  bounty  with 
a thoufand  bows  and  acknowledgements,  and  returning 
tjie  pilfols,  releafed  me  immediately. 

He  was  not  gone  a hundred  yards,  when  my  friend 
Oregan  came  up,  in  order  to  refeue  me,  with  two  tat- 
terderiialions  whom  lie  had  engaged  for  that  purpole,  i 
about  the  purlieus  of  Giles's,  One-  oi  tliein  was 

armed 
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irmed  with  a mufket  that  wanted  a lock,  and  another 
with  a nifty  broad  I'word.  But  their  drel's  furpafled  all 
defcription. — When  heunderftood  I was  already  free,  he 
made  an  apology  for  his  abrupt  departure,  and  introduced 
me  to  his  two  companions : Firft,  to  CounfellorFiti- 
clabbcr,  who,  he  told  me,  was  then  employed  in  com- 
piling ahiftory  of  the  Kings  ofMunfter,  from  Irifti  ma- 
nufcripts  ; and  then  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Gahagan,  who 
was  a profound  philofopher  and  politician,  and  had  pro- 
jefted  many  excellent  fchemes  for  the  good  of  his  coun- 
tf}'. — But  it  feems  thefe  literatihad  been  very  ill  re- 
warded for  their  ingenious  labours  ; for,  between  them 
both,  there  was  but  one  Ihirt  and  half  a pair  of  breeches. 
I thanked  them  very  kindly  for  their  readinefs  to  aflift 
me,  and  having  offered  my'fervice  in  my  turn,  bade 
them  good-morrow,  defiring  Oregan  to  accompany  me 
to  my  lodgings,  where  he  was  fitted  with  decent  clothes 
from  my  wardrobe,  fo  much  to  his  fatisfaftion,  that  he 
fwore  eternal  gratitude  and  friendfhip  to  me,  and,  at  my 
requeft,  recounted  all  the  adventures  of  his  life. 

In  the  afternoon  I waited  on  Melinda,  who  received 
me  with  great  kindnefs  and  familiarity,  and  laughed 
exceftively  at  my  adventure  with  the  Irifhman,  to  who.fe 
wifhes  fhe  was  no  ftranger,  having  more  than  a dozen 
letters  in  her  pofleflion,  which  he  had  wrote  to  her  on 
the  fubjecl  of  love,  and  which,  for  my  entertainment, 
file  fubmitted  to  my  perufal. — Having  made  ourfelves 
merry  at  the  expence  of  this  poor  admirer,  I feized  the 
opportunity  of  her  mother’s  going  out  of  the  room,  and 
introduced  my  own  pafiion,  which  I recommended  to  her 

with  all  the  ardour  and  eloquence  I was  mafter  of. I 

flattered,  fighed,  fwore,  intreated,  and  afted  a thouland 
extravagancies,  in  hopes  of  making  Ibme  impreflion  on 
her  heart  ; but  fhe  heard  every  thing  i faid  without  dif- 
ciivering  the  leaft  emotion  ; and  other  company  came  in, 

before  fhe  would  vouchfafe  one  ferious  reply. After 

tea,  the  cards  were  brought  in,  according  to  cuftom,  and 
it  was  my  good  fortune,  to  have  Melinda  for  my  partner  ; 
by  which  means,  inftead  of  loGng,  I came  eff  with  five 
guineas  clear  gain. 

VoL.  II.  ‘ ■■ 
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I fooii  became  actniaintcd  with  a good  many  people 
of  faftiion,  and  Ipent  my  time  in  the  modifl)  diverfions 
of  the  town,  Inch  as  plays,  operas,  mafquerades,  drums, 
allemblies,  and  pi.ippeC-fliov\s  ; chiefly  in  company  with 
Melinda,  whom  1 cultivated  with  all  the  eagemefs  and 
addrefs  that  my  profpeiSl  could  infpiie,  and  my  educa- 
tion afford.-  I fpared  neither  my  ptrl'on  nor  my  purfe  to 
gratify  her  vanity  and  pride  5 my  rivals  were  intimidated, 
and  indeed  ouiflicne ; and,  after  all,  I begantofear  that  the 
dear  creature  had  not  a heart  to  lofe. — At  lalt,  finding 
myfelf  unable  to  fupportthe  expence  of  this  amour  much 
longer,  I was  determined  to  bring  the  matter  to  a cri- 
fis  ; and,  one  evening,  while  we  were  together  by  our- 
felves,  complained  of  her  indifference,  dcl'cribed  the  tor- 
tures of  ful'penfe  to  a love-fick  mind,  and  prefled  her  to 
difclofe  her  fentiments  of  matrimony  and  me,  with  fuch 
earneftnefs,  that  (lie  could  not,  with  all  her  art,  (hift  the 
fubjeft,  but  was  obliged  to  come  to  an  eclairciflement. — 
She  told  me  with  a carelefs  air,  that  (he  had  no  objeflion 
to  my  perfon  ; and  if  I could  (atisfy  her  mother  in  other 
particulars,  I (hould  not  find  her  averfe  to  the  match  } 
but  flie  was  refolved  to  do  nothing  in  fuch  a momentous 
concern  without  the  advice  and  conl'ent  of  her  parent. — 
This  was  no  very  agreeable  declaration  to  me,  whole 
aim  had  been  to  win  her  inclination  firft,  and  then  fe- 
cure  my  conquell  by'  a private  marriage,  to  which  I flat- 
tered mylelf  (he  would  expreis  ik)  rdfuftance. — Thar  I 
miglit  not,  however,  deferc  my  cauie  before  it  was  de- 
fperate,  I waited  on  her  mother,  and  with  great  forma- 
lity demanded  her  daughter  in  marriage.  The  good 
lady,  who  was  a very  notable  woman,  behaved  with 
great  (late  and  civility  ; tiianked  me  for  the  honour  I 
intended  her  family ; and  laid,  (lie  did  not  doubt  but 
tiiat  I was  in  all  refpecls  qualilied  to  make  a woman 
happy  j but  it  concerned  her,  as  a parent,  anxious  about 
the  welfare  of  her  child,  to  enquire  into  the  particulars  ' 
of  my  fortune,  and  know  what  lettkment  ! propofed  to 
make.  To  this  intimation,  which  would  have  utterly 
dilconcertcd  me,  if  I had  not  expected  it,  I replied  with 
•ut  hefitatioj),  that  though  my  fortujij  \Yas  veryfmall,  I 

was 
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was  a gentleman  by  birth  and  education,  would  main- 
tain her  daughter  in  the  fphere  of  a gentlewoman,  and 
fettle  her  own  dowry  on  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever. — ^ 
This  careful  matron  did  not  fetm  to  relilh  my  propofal, 
but  obferved  with  a demure  countenance,  that  there  was 
no  neceflity  for  fettling  that  upon  her  child,  which  was 
her  own  already  : However,  if  I pleafed,  her  lawyer 
fliould  confer  with  mine  upon  the  matter  ; and  in  the 
mean  time,  fhc  dcfirtd  I would  favour  her  with  the  pe- 
ruftl  of  my  rent-roll. — Notwithftanding  the  vexation  I 
was  under,  I could  I'carce  forbear  laughinjg  in  her  face, 
at  the  mention  of  my  rent-roll,  which  was,  indeed,  a 
fevere  fatire  upon  my  pretenfion*.  I frankly  owned  I 
had  no  landed  effate  ; and  told  her,  that  I could  not  ex- 
a6fly  fpecify  the  fum  I was  mafterof,  until  I had  regu- 
lated my  affairs,  which  were  at  prefent  in  fomediforder; 
but  that  I would  t.ake  an  opportunity  of  I'atisfying  her 
on  that  head  very  foon. 

It  was  not  long  before  I took  my  leave,  and  returned 
to  mv  lodgings  in  a very  melancholy  mood,  perfuaded 
that  I had  nothing  more  to  expeft  from  that  quarter.  I 
was  confirmed  in  this  opinion  next  day,  when  lAwent 
back  with  a view  of  explaining  myfelf  more/ully  to  the 
old  gentlewoman  ; and  was  told  by  the  footman,  that  his 
ladies  were  not  at  home  ; although  I had  feen  Melinda 
through  the  blinds  at  a parlour  window,  as  I went  up 
to  the  door.  Incenfed  at  this  affront,  I quitted  the  door, 
without  faying cne  word,  and,  as  I repaffed  the  parlour, 
bowed  to  .\Iifs,  who  (fill  remained  in  the  fame  fituation, 
Iccurely  fereened,  as  fhe  thought,  from  my  view. 

This  difappointment  gave  me  more  uneafinefs  on 
Strap’s  account  than  my  own  ; for  I was  in  no  danger 
of  dying  for  love  of  Melinda  ; cn  the  contrary,  the  re- 
membrance of  my  charming  Narciffa  was  a contimial 
check  upon  my  confcience  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
my  addrtffes  j and  jierhaps  contributed  to  the  bad  fuc- 
cefs  of  my  fcheme,  by  controuling  my  raptures,  and  con- 
demning my  defign. 

There  was  a neceffity  for  informing  my  companion 
of  every  thing  that  happened  tome  5 and  I performed  this 
K a piece 
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piece  of  duty  in  an  affected  paffion,  fweariiig  I would  be 
his  pack  horl'e  no  longer,  and  defiring  him  to  take  the 
management  of  his  affairs  into  his  own  hands.  This 
fineffe  had  the  defired  effect  ; for  inftead  of  grumbling 
■over  my  mifcarriage,  Strap  was  frightened  at  the  paffion 
I feigned,  and  begged  me  for  the  love  of  God  to  be  ap- 
pealed : obferving,  that  although  we  had  fuffered  a great 
lofs,  it  was  not  irreparable  ; and  if  fortune  frowned  to- 
day. fhe  might  perhaps  fmile  to-morrow. — I pretended 
to  acquiefce  in  his  remarks,  praife  his  equanimity,  and 
promifed  to  improve  by  misfortune. — He,  on  the  other 
hand,  pretended  to  be  perfeftly  well  fatisfied  with  my 
conduct,  and  conjured  me  to  follow  the  dilates  of  my 
own  reflexion  ; but,  in  fpite  of  all  his  affectation,  I 
could  perceive  his  inward  affli£tion,  and  his  vifage  fen- 
fibly  increafed  in  longitude  from  that  day. 

CHAP.  Xlir. 

1 long  to  be  re<venged  on  Melinda — Apply  to  Banter  for 

his  AJJijiance He  contrives  a Schesne  Jor  that  Purpofe, 

n.vhich  is  put  in  execution  voith  great  Succefs 1 make 

an  Attempt  on  the  Heart  of  Mifs  Gripetvell,  but  am  dif- 

appointed,  and  have  recourfe  to  the  Bottle Receive  a 

Billet  Doux Am  ravijbed  voitb  the  Contents Find 

mjfelf  involved  in  an  Intrigue,  vohich  I imagined  vcould 

make  my  Fortune Am  confounded  at  my  Mifiake, 

vohich  banijhes  all  Thoughts  of  Matrimony. 

JN  the  mean  time,  my  attention  was  wholly  engroffed 

in  fearch  of  another  miftrefs,  and  the  defire  of  being 
revenged  on  Melinda,  in  both  which  fchemes  I was  very 
much  affifted  by  Billy  Chatter,  who  was  fuch  a neceffaiy 
creature  among  the  ladies,  that  in  all  private  dances  he 
engaged  the  men. — To  him  therefore  I applied,  defiling 
he  would  introduce  me  to  a new  partner  of  fome  figure,  at 
the  next  private  affembly,  for  the  fake  of  a frolic,  the 
intention  of  which  I would  afterwards  communicate. 
Billy,  who  had  heard  fomething  of  a difference  between 
Melinda  and  me,  immediately  fmoaked  part  of  my  de- 
fign,  and  thinking  I only  wanted  to  alarm  her  jealoufy  a 
little,  promifed  to  gratify  my  defire,  by  matching  me 
with  a partner  worth  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  whom  the 

ladies 
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hdies  of  tliis  end  of  the  town  had  lately  taken  into  their 
: management  and  proteflion. — Upon  further  enquiry,  I 
■ found  this  perlbn’s  name  was  Mil's  Biddy  Gripewell  ; 

that  her  father,  who  had  been  a pawn-broker,  died  in- 
: teftate,  by  which  m.eans  ail  his  fubftancedefcended  to  his 
datighter,  who  was  lb  little  a favourite,  that,  could  tlie 
old  man  have  prevailed  with  his  own  rapacious  dil'pofi- 
tion,  to  part  with  as  much  money  as  would  have  paid 
the  expence  of  a will,  fhe  would  not  have  inherited  a 
fixth  part  of  his  fortune  ; — thatduring  his  life,  far  from 
being  educated  in  a way  fuitable  to  fuch  great  expefla- 
tions,  flte  was  obliged  to  live  like  a fcrvant  wench,  and 
ido  the  moft  menial  offices  in  the  family. — But  his  fune- 
ral was  no  fooncr  performed,  than  fhe  affiimed  the  fine 
lady,  and  found  fo  many  people  of  both  fexes  to  flatter, 

. carefs,  and  inftruft  her,  that,  for  want  of  difcretion  and 
lexperience,  fhe  had  grown  infuffcrably  vain  and  arrogant, 
;and  pretended  to  no  lefs  than  a Duke,  or  Earl  atlealt,  for 
la  hufband  ; — that  fhe  had  the  misfortune  to  be  negltfted 
'by  the  Englirti  quality,  but  a certain  poor  Scottiffi  Lord 
was  then  making  intereft  to  be  introduced  to  her  ac- 
quaintance.— In  the  mean  time,  (he  was  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  a notable  lady,  who  had  already  difpofed  of  her 
to  a Lieutenant  of  Foot,  a diftant  relation  of  her  ladyrtiip’s; 

: though  Mifs,  as  yet,  knew  nothing  of  the  affair  ; and 
llaflly,  that  if  I propofed  to  dance  with  her,  I muft  give 
Ihim  leave  to  reprefcnt  me  as  a Knight  or  foreign  Count 
sat  leaft.' — I was  raviflied  at  this  piece  of  information, 
sand  confcnted  for  one  night,  to  perfonate  a French 
I Marquis,  that  I might  the  eafier  fulfil  my  revenge. 

Having  made  the  appointment  with  Chatter,  I went 
:ito  Banter’s  lodgings,  as  I had  by  this  time  conceived  a. 
;;great  opinion  of  his  penetration  and  knowledge,  and,  af- 
nerl  had  enjoined  fecrecy,  told  him  every  circumftance  of 
;my  difgrace  with  Melinda,  and  imparted  the  plan  I had 
;projeiSIed  to mortifythat  proud  coqiiette,defiringhisadvicc 
in  improving,  and  affiltance  in  executing,  the  fcheme. — 
Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  'to  his  mifanthrnpical 
temper,  than  an  account  of  her  behaviour  and  my  relent- 
msnt,  He  applauded  my  refolution,  and  propolal  that  I 
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/hould  not  only  provide  myfclf  with  a proper  partner, 
but  alfo  procure  fuch  a one  for  Mifs  Goofctrap,  as 
fliould  infallibly  entail  upon  her  the  ridicule  of  all  her 
acquaintance.  For  this  purpofe  he  mentioned  his  barber, 
who,  he  faid,  was  an  exceeding  great  coxcomb,  lately 
come  from  Paris,  whofe  abfurd  affeftation  and  grimace 
would  eafily  pafs  upon  her  for  the  fprightly  pofitefTe  of 
a gentleman  improved  by  travel. — I hugged  him  for  this 
hint ; and  he  affured  me,  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter 
to  make  him  believe,  that  Melinda,  having  feen  him  by 
accident,  was  captivated  by  his  appearance,  and  longed 
for  his  acquaintance. — He  aftually  engaged  him  on  this 
pretence,  and  painted  his  good  fortune  in  fuch  colours, 
that  the  poor  ffiaver  was  quite  befide  himlelf  with  joy., 
— He  was  immediately  fitted  with  a tawdry  fuit  of 
clothes  belonging  to  Banter,  and  by  him  recommended 
to  Chatter  as  a very  pretty  fellow,  juft  returned  from  his 
travels. — Mafter  Billy,  who  acled  as  gentleman  uftier  to 
a great  many  of  the  fair  fex  in  and  about  town,  under- 
took at  once,  to  befpeak  Melinda  in  his  behalf ; and 
every  thing  happened  according  to  my  wifli. 

At  the  time  appointed,  I appeared  drefled  to  the  bed 
advantage  ; and  in  the  character  of  a Marquis,  had  the 
honour  of  opening  the  ball  with  the  rich  heirefs,  who 
attrafted  the  eyes  of  the  whole  company,  by  the  prodi- 
gious number  of  jewels  with  which  ftie  was  adorned. — 
Among  others,  I perceived  Melinda,  who  could  no  more 
conceal  her  envy  than  aftoniftiment  at  my  fuccefs.  Her 
curiofity  was  ftill  more  flagrant  and  tormenting,  for  fhe 
had  never  feen  Mifs  Gripewell  before  ; and  Chatter,  who 
alone  could  give  her  any  fatisfaftion  on  that  head,  was 
engaged  in  converfation  at  the  other  end  of  the  room. — 
I oblcrved  her  impatience,  and  exulted  in  her  chagrin  ; 
and  after  my  partner  was  fet,  took  the  opportunity  of 
pafiing  by  her  to  make  a flight  bow  without  ftoppino-  ; 
which  compleatedmy  triumph  and  her  indignation.  She 
changed  her  colour,  bridled  up,  aflumed  anair  ofdifdain, 
and  flirted  her  fan  wit^i  fuch  a fury,  that  it  went  to 
pieces  in  a moment,  to  the  no  fmall  entertainment  of 
thole  who  fat  near  and  obferved  her. 
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At  length  the  metaniorphofed  barber  took  her  out, 
and  adlcd  his  part  with  luch  ridiculous  extravagance, 
that  the  mirth  of  the  whole  company  was  excited  at  his 
expencc,  and  his  partner  fo  much  afliamed,  that,  before 
the  country  dances  began,  (he  retired  in  great  confufion, 
under  pretence  of  being  taken  fuddenly  ill,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  her  gallant,  who  no  doubt  imagined  her  in- 
difpoftion  was  nothing  but  love  ; and  laid  hold  of  the 
occafion  of  conducing  her  home,  to  comfort  her,  with  ' 

an  aflurance  of  his  entertaining  a reciprocal  paflion 

They  were  no  fooner  gone,  than  an  inquifitive  whifper 
of,  “ Who  is  he  ?”  ran  round  the  room  ; and  Chatter 
could  give  them  no  other  intelligence  about  him,  than 
that  he  was  a man  of  fortune,  juft  returned  from  his 
tiavels.  I,  who  alone  was  acquainted  with  his  real 
quality,  affefted  ignorance,  well  knowing  that  female 
cnriofity  would  not  re(t  fatisfied  with  fuch  a general 
account,  and  that  the  difcovery  would  proceed  with  a 
better  grace  from  any  body  than  me. 

Mean  while  I was  tempted  by  the  richnefs  of  the 
prize,  to  praftife  upon  Mil's  Gripewell’s  heart  ; but  foon 
found  it  too  well  fortified  with  pride  and  indifference  to 
yield  to  any  efforts  in  my  own  charafler  ; and  I neither 
would  nor  could  preferve  the  title  I had  borrowed,  longer 
than  that  night. 

As  I expefted,  every  thing  came  to  light  next  day. 
The  barber,  in  pure  fimplicity  of  heart,  detefled  him- 
felf  to  Melinda,  and  difeovered  the  foundation  of  his 
hopes : (he  fickened  at  the  affront,  and  was  alhamed  to 
itfliew  her  face  in  public  for  many  weeks  after  this  acci- 
dent. Poor  Chatter  found  it  impoffible  to  juftify  hini- 
felf-to  her  fatisfa^fion  ; vvas  in  utter  difgrace  with  Mifs 
Gripewcll,  for  having  impofed  me  upon  her  as  a noble- 
man ; and  fuffered  very  much  in  his  chara6ler  and  in- 
fluence amotig  the  ladies  in  general. 

Finding  my  finances  diminilhed  more  than  one  half, 
and  my  projeft  as  little  advanced  as  on  the  firft  day  of 
my  arrival  in  town,  I began  to  del'pair  of  any  fuccels, 
and  grew  melancholy  at  the  profpeft  of  approaching 
want. — To  difpel  the  horrors  of  this  fiend,  I had  rer 

courfe 
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courle  to  the  bottle,  and  kept  more  company  than  ever, 
I became  particularly  attached  to  the  play  houfe,  con- 
verfed  with  the  a6tors  behind  the  fcenes,  grew  acquainted 
with  a body  of  Templars,  and  in  a fltort  time  com- 
menced a profefled  wit  and  critic.  Indeed,  1 may  fay, 
without  vanity,  that  I was  much  better  qualified  than 
any  one  of  my  companions,  who  were,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  of  all  the  creatures  I ever  converfed  with,  the  moft 
ignorant  and  afluming. — By  means  of  thefe  avocations, 
I got  the  better  of  care,  and  learned  to  feparate  my  ideas 
in  fuch  a manner,  that  whenever  I was  attacked  by  a 
gloomy  reflexion,  I could  (hove  it  afide,  and  call  in  fome 
agreeable  reverie  to  my  alliftance. — This  was  not  the 
cafe  with  Strap,  who  praftiled  athoufand  fiiifts  to  conceal 
the  forrow  that  preyed  upon  his  carcafe,  and  reduced  him 
to  the  refemblance  of  a mere  Ikeleton. 

While  I thus  polled,  in  a thoughtlefs  manner,  towards 
poverty,  I one  day  received,  by  the  penny- poll,  a letter 
written  in  a woman’s  hand,  containing  a great  many 
high-flown  compliments,  warm  proteltations  of  love, 
couched  in  a very  poetical  ftyle,  an  eameft  defire  of  know- 
ing whether  or  not  my  heart  was  engaged,  by  leaving  an 
anfwer  at  a certain  place,  direSed  to  R.  B.  and  the  whole 
liibfcribed,  “ Your  Incognita.”  I was  tranfported  with 
joy  on  reading  the  contents  of  this  billet  doux,  which  I 
admired  as  a mafter  piece  of  tendernefs  and  elegance,  and 
was  already  up  to  the  ears  in  love  with  the  author,  whom 
ray  imagination  reprefented  as  a lady  of  fortune,  in  the 
bloom  of  youth  and  beauty. — Elevated  with  this  con- 
jefture,  I went  to  work,  and  exhaufted  my  invention  in 
compofing  an  anfwer  fuitable  to  the  fublimity  of  her 
ftyle,  and  the  ardour  of  her  fentiments.-r-I  exprelTed  my 
admiration  of  her  wit  in  terms  the  moft  hyperbolical ; 
and  while  I acknowleded  myfelf  unworthy  of  her  re- 
gard, declared  myfelf  enamoured  of  her  underftanding  ; 
and  in  the  moft  pathetic  manner  implored  the  honour  of 
an  interview. — Having  finilhed  this  performance,  and 
communicated  it  to  Strap,  who  (kipped  about  for  joy, 
I dilpatched  him  with  it  to  the  place  appointed,  which 
was  thehoiifeof  a milliner  not  far  from  Bond-ftreet, 
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and  (Iqfired  him  to  keep  watch  near  the  door  for  Ibme 
time,  that  he  might  dilcover  the  perlbn  who  fhould  call 
for  it. — In  lefs  than  an  hour  he  returned  with  a joyful 
countenance,  and  told  me,  that  foon  after  he  had  deli- 
vered the  letter,  a chairman  was  called,  to  whom  it  was 
given,  with  direftions  to  carry  it  to  the  houfe  of  a rich 
gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  whither  he  (Strap)  fol- 
lowed him,  and  faw  it  put  into  the  hands  of  a waiting- 
woman,  who  paid  the  meffenger,  and  fliut  the  door.— • 
That  upon  enquiry  at  an  ale -houfe  hai'd  by,  where  he 
called  for  a pint  of  beer,  heunderftood,  the  gentleman  to 
whom  the  houfe  belonged,  had  an  only  daughter,  very 
handfome,  who  would  inherit  his  whole  eftatc  ; and  who 
certainly  was  the  author  of  the  billet  I had  received. — I 
was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  hugging  myfelfin  the  hap- 
py pi-ofpe£f,  dreffed  immediately,  and  palfed  in  great 
ftate  by  the  houfe  that  contained  my  unknown  admirer. 
— Nor  was  my  vanity  difappointed  ; fori  perceived  a 
beautiful  young  creature  handing  at  one  of  the  windows 
of  the  dining  room,  who,  I imagined,  obferved  me  with 
more  than  common  curiofity.  That  I might  indulge  her 
view,  and  at  the  fame  time  feaft  my  own,  I affeiled  to 
hop,  and  gave  orders  to  Strap,  in  the  llreet,  juft  oppo- 
fite  to  her  ftation,  by  which  means  I had  an  opportu- 
nity of  feeing  her  more  diftinffly,  and  of  congratulating 
myfelfon  having  made  a conqueft  of  fo  much  perfc6lion° 
— In  a few  minutes  Ihe  retired  ; and  I betook  mylelf  to 
’ the  ordinary,  in  a rapture  ot  hope,  which  deprived  me 
of  my  appetite  for  that  meal,  and  fent  me  home  in  the 
evening  to  indulge  my  contemplation. 

Early  next  day,  I was  favoured  with  another  epiftle 
: from  my  unknown  charmer,  fignifying  her  unutterable 
\joy  at  the  receipt  of  mine,  which,  while  it  made  a tender 
of  my  heart,  convinced  her  of  the  value  of  it.  Above  all 
things,  ftie  profefled  extreme  pleafure  in  finding  me  fo 
much  attached  to  her  underftanding,  acircumftance  that 
cnot  only  flattered  her  in  the  moftfenfible  part,  but  at  the 
;fame  time  argued  my  own  fagacity. — As  fortheinter- 
rview  I defiled,  Ihe  afl'uredme,  that  I could  not  be  more 
:'eager  for  fuch  an  occafion  than  Ihe  ; but  Ihe  muft  not 

only 
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only  facvifice  a little  more  to  decorum,  but  be  fatisficd 
of  my  honourable  intentions,  before  flie  would  grant 
that  requeft  : Meanwhile,  flie  gave  me  to  underlTand, 
that  although  flie  might  ov/e  fome  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  certain  perfbns,  fhe  was  relblved,  in  an  affair  that  fo 
nearly  concerned  her  happinefs,  to  confult  her  own  incli- 
nation, preferable  to  the  advice  of  the  whole  world  ; 
efpecially  as  flte  was  urged  to  fuch  condefcenfion  by  no 
confideration  of  fortune,  what  flie  depended  upon,  being 
her  own,  without  reffiiftion  or  controul. — Struck  with 
admiration  at  the  philofophy  and  felf-denial  of  my 
miftrels,  who  feemed  infenfible  of  the  beauty  flie  poffefTed, 
and,  in  particular,  ravifhed  with  that  piece  of  intelli- 
gence, by  which  I learned  her  fortune  was  independent, 
I refumed  the  pen,  launched  out  into  encomiums  on  the 
dignity  of  her  fentiraents,  afFe£led  to  undervalue  the 
charms  of  external  beauty,  pretended  to  ^ound  my 
pafTion  on  the  qualifies  of  her  mind,  complained  of  her 
rigour  in  facrificing  myrepofeto  an  over-fcrupulous  re- 
gard to  decorum,  and  declared  the  purity  of  my  defigns 
in  the  moft  folemn  and  pathetic  vows. — Thispcrfonnance 
being  fealed  and  direffed,  was  fent  to  the  place  appointed 
by  Strap,  who,  that  we  might  be  ftill  the  more  con- 
firmed in  our  belief,  renewed  his  watch,  andjn  a little 
time  brought  back  the  fame  information  as  before,  with 
this  addition,  that  Mifs  Sparkle,  (the  name  of  my  corref- 
pondent,)  looking  out  at  the  window,  no  fooner  faw  the 
meffenger  arrive,  than  fhe  fliut  the  cafement  in  a fort  of 
beautiful  confufion,  and  difappeared  ; eager,  no  doubt, 
to  hear  from  the  dear  objeft  ot  her  love. 

' My  doubts  now  vanifhed,  the  long-txpefted  port  ap- 
peared, and  I looked  upon  myfelf  as  perteflly  Iccure  of 
that  happinefs  I had  been  in  queft  of  fo  long. — After 
dinner,  I fauntered,  in  company  with  Dr.  Wagtail,  to 
that  part  of  the  town  in  which  my  inamorata  lived  ; and, 
as  he  was  a mere  regifter,  enquired  of  him  into  the  name, 
charafler  and  fortune  of  every  body  who  poffefTed  a good 
houfe  in  the  ffreets  through  which  wepafl'ed.  When  it 
came  to  his  turn  to  mention  Sir  John  Sparkle,  he  repre- 
fented  him  as  a man  of  an  iinmenfe  ellate  and  narrow 
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diipontion,  who  mewed  up  his  only  child,  a fine  young 
lady,  from  the  converfation  of  mankind,  under  the  llridf 
watch  and  infpeftion  of  an  old  governante,  who  was 
cither  fo  lionell,  envious,  or  infatiable,  tljat  nobody  had 
been,  as  yet,  able  to  make  her  a friend,  or  get  accefs 
to  her  charge,  though  numbers  attempted  it  every  day  ; 
not  lo  much  on  account  of  her  expeftations  from  her  fa- 
ther, who,  being  a widower,  might  marry  again,  and 
have  fons,  as  for  a fortune  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds 
left  her  by  an  uncle,  ol  which  Ihe  could  not  be  deprived. 
—This  piece  of  news  exa^ly  tallying  with  the  laft  part 
of  the  letter  I had  been  honoured  with  in  the  morning, 
had  fuch  an  effect  on  me,  that  any  man,  except  Wagtail, 
might  have  obferved  my  emotion  ; but  his  attention  was 
too  much  engroffed  by  the  contemplation  of  his  own 
importance,  to  fuffer  him  to  be  affeded  with  the  deport- 
ment of  any  other  body,  unlefs  it  happened  to  be  fo 
particular,  that  he  could  not  help  taking  notice  of  it. 

When  I had  difengaged  myfelf  from  him,  whofe  con- 
verfation grew  infipid  to  me,  I went  home,  and  made 

: Strap  acquainted  with  the  fruit  of  my  refearches. 

This  faithful  fquirewas  almoft  choakedwith  tranl'ports, 
and  even  wept  with  joy;  but  whether  on  account  of  him- 
i felf  or  me  I fhall  not  pretend  to  determine. — Ne.xt  day 
. a third  billet-doux  was  brought  to  me,  containing  many 
: cxprefilons  of  tendernefs,  mingled  with  fome  affcdling 
■doubts  about  the  artifice  of  man,  the  inconftancy  of 
‘ youth,  and  the  jealoufy  often  attending  the  moft  fincere 
paflion ; withal  defiring  I would  excufe  her,  if  fhe  fhould 
>try  me  a little  longer,  before  fhe  declared  herfelf  beyond 
fhe  power  of  retracing.— —Thefe  interefting  fprupies 
cadded  fuel  to  my  flame,  and  impatience  to  my  hope  : I 
’.redoubled  my  complaints  of  her  indifference,  and  preffed 
iher  to  an  aflignation,  with  fuch  fervid  entreaties,  that 
iin  a few  days,  flie  confented  to  meet  me  at  the  houfe  of 
tthat  milliner  who  had  forwarded  all  my  letters. — During 
tthe  interval  between  the  date  of  her  promife,  and  the 
lliour  of  appointment,  my  pride  foared  beyond  all  rea- 
ifon  and  defcription  ; I loft  all  remembrance  of  the  gen- 
tle Naicjira,  and  my  thoughts  were  wholly  cmployeti  in 

planning 
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planning  triumphs  over  the  malice  and  contempt  of  the 
world. 

At  length  the  happy  hour  amved  , I flew  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  and  was  condu£led  into  an  apartment,  ] 
where  I had  not  waited  ten  minutes,  when  I heard  the 
ruftling  of  filkand  the  found  of  feet  afcending  the  flairs. 

My  heart  took  the  alarm,  and  beat  quick  ; my  cheeks 
glowed,  my  nerves  thrilled,  and  my  knees  (hook  with 
ecflacy  ! I perceived  the  door  opening,  faw  a gold  bro- 
cade petticoat  advance,  and  fprung  forward  to  embrace 
my  charmer. — Heaven  and  earth  ! how  (hall  I paint  my 
flttiation,  when  I found  Mifs  Sparkle  convert^  into  a 
wrinkled  hag  turned  of  feventy  ! I was  (truck  dumb 
with  amazement,  and  petrified  with  horror ! This  an- 
cient Urganda  perceived  my  diforder,  and  approaching  i 
with  a languifhing  air,  feized  my  hand,  a(king,  in  a 
fqueaking  tone,  if  I was  indifpofed. — Her  monflrous  ' 
affectation  completed  the  difgufl  I had  conceived  for  her  i 

at  her  firfl  appearance  ; and  it  was  a long  time  before  I | 

could  command  myfelf  lb  much  as  to  behave  with  com-  | 
mon  civility.  At  length,  however,  I recollefted  myfelf, 
and  pronounced  an  apology  for  my  behaviour,  which, 

I faid,  proceeded  From  a dizzinefs  that  feized  me  all  of 

afudden. My  hoary  Dulcinea,  who,  no  doubt,  had 

been  alarmed  at  my  confufion,  no  fooner  learned  thecaufe 
to  which  I now  afcribed  it,  than  (he  difcovered  her  joy 
in  a thoufand  amorous  coquetries,  and  afl'umed  the 
fprightly  airs  of  a girl  of  lixteen.  One  while,  (he  ogled 
me  with  her  dim  eyes,  quenched  in  rheum  ; then,  as  if 
(lie  was  afliamed  of  that  freedom,  (he  affefted  to  look 
clown,  blufli,  and  play  with  her  fan  ; tlien  tofs  her  head, 
that  1 might  not  perceive  a palfy  that  (liook  it ; a(k  forne 
childifh  queflions  with  a lifping  accent ; giggle  and  grin 
with  her  mouth  (hut,  to  conceal  the  ravages  of  time  ■ 
upon  her  teeth  ; leer  upon  me  again,  figh  piteoufly,  fling, 
herfelf  about  in  her  chair  to  (hew  her  agility,  and  aft  a 
great  many  more  abfurdities  that  youth  and  beauty  can 
alone  excufe.  Shocked  as  I was  at  my  difappointmcnt, 
my  dilpofition  was  incapable  of  affronting  any  perfon 
who  loved  me  j I therefore  endeavoured  to  pul. a good 
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face  on  the  matter  for  the  prefent,  refolving  to  drop  the 
whole  affair  as  ibon  as  I (hould  get  clear  of  her  company. 
With  this  view  I uttered  fome  civil  things,  and  In  par- 
ticular delired  to  know  ^he  name  and  condition  of  the 
lady  who  had  honoured  me  lb  much. — She  told  me  her 
' name  was  Withers ; that  file  lived  with  Sir  John  Sparkle, 
in  quality  of  govemefs  to  his  only  daughter,  in  which 
lituation  Ihe  liad  picked  up  a comfortable  fufticiency  to 
make  her  eafy  for  life;  that  fhe  had  the  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing me  at  church,  where  my  appearance  and  deportment 
made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon  her  heart,  that  (Ite  could 
enjoy  no  eafe  until  fhe  had  enquired  into  my  chara6ler, 
which  fhe  found  lb  amiable  in  all  refpefts,  that  flie  yield- 
■ed  to  the  violence  of  her  inclination,  and  ventured  to  de- 
clare her  palTion,  with  too  little  regard,  perhaps,  to  the 
decorum  of  her  fex  j but  flie  hoped  I would  forgive  a 
trefpafs  of  which  I myfelf  was,  in  fome  meafure,  the 
caufe,  and  impute  herintruilon  to  the  irrefiftible  diftates 
of  love. — No  decayed  rake  ever  fwallowed  a bolus  with 
more  reluffance  than  I felt  in  making  a reply  fuitable 
to  this  compliment,  when,  inftead  of  the  jewel,  I found 
the  crazy  cafket  only  in  my  power  ; and  yet  my  hopes 
began  to  revive  a little,  when  I confidered  tliat,  by  carry- 
ing on  the  appearance  of  an  intrigue  with  the  duenna,  I 
might  poffibly  obtain  accefs  to  her  charge.  Encouraged 
by  this  fuggeftion,  my  temper  grew  more  ferene,  my 
relerve  wore  off,  I talked  en  <a’valier,  and  even  made 
love  to  tliis  antiquated  coquette,  who  feemed  extremely 
happy  in  her  adorer,  and  fpread  all  her  allurements  to 
make  her  imagined  conqueft  more  lecure. — Tile  good 
woman  of  the  houfe  treated  us  with  tea  and  fweetmeats, 
and  afterwards  withdrew,  like  a civil  experienced  matron 
as  fhe  was. — Left  thus  to  our  mutual  endearments.  Mil's 
Withers  (for  flie  was  ftill  a maiden)  began  to  talk  of 
matrimony,  and  exprefled  fo  much  impatience  in  all  her 
behaviour,  that,  had  fhe  been  fifty  years  younger,  I 
might  pofiibly  have  gratified  her  longing  without  having 
reccurlc  to  the  church  ; but  this  Hep  my  virtue  as  well 
as  intertft  forbad.  When  the  inclinations  of  an  old 
maid  fettle  upon  a young  fellow,  he  is  perftcuted  with 
VoL.  II.  L her 
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licr  adcireffes  ; but,  ftiould  he  once  grant  hei*  the  favour, 
he  will  never  be  able  to  dilentangle  himfelf  from  her  im- 
portunities and  reproaches.  It  was  my  bufinefs  to  defer 
the  ceremony  as  long  as  poflible,  under  the  nioft  fpecious 
pretences,  with  a view  of  becoming  acquainted  with  Mils 
Sparkle  in  the  mean  time;  and  I did  not  defpair  of 
fuccefs,  when  I confidered,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  our 
correfpondence,  I (hould,  in  all  probability,  be  invited 
to  vifit  my  miftrefs  in  her  own  apartment,  and  by  thefe 
means  have  an  opportunity  of  converfing  with  her  charm- 
ing ward.  Pleafed  with  this  profpefl,  my  heart  dilated 
with  joy;  I talked  in  raptures  to  the  Hale  governante, 
and  kiffed  her  Ihrivelled  hand  with  great  devotion.  She 
was  lb  much  tranfported  with  her  good  fortune,  that  Ihe 
could  not  contain  her  extafy,  but  flew  upon  me  like  .a 
tygrels,  and  prefled  her  fkinny  lips  to  mine  ; when  (as 
it  was  no  doubt  concerted  by. her  evil  genius)  a dofe  of 
garlick  (he  had  fwallowed  that  morning,  to  difpel  wind, 
I fuppofe,  began  to  operate  with  fuch  a fudden  explofion, 
that  human  nature,  circumftanced  as  I was,  could  not 
endure  the  (hock  with  any  degree  of  temper. — I loff  all 
patience  and  refle6lion,  flung  away  from  her  in  an  inllant, 
Inatcned  my  hat  and  cane,  and  ran  down  flairs  as  if  the 
oevil  had  me  in  jsurfuit,  and  could  fcarce  reftrain  the 
convulfion  of  my  bowels,  v/hich  were  grievoully  offended 
by  the  peifume  that  aflaulted  me.- — Strap,  who  waited 
my  retuim  with  impatience,  feeing  me  arrive  in  the  ut- 
moft  diford^,  flood  motionlefs  with  apprehenlion,  atid 
durft  not  enquire  into  the  caufe. 

After  I had  waflied  my  mouth  more  than  once,  and 
leciuited  my  fpirits  with  a glafs  of  wine,  I recounted  to 
him  every  p.articular  of  what  had  happened ; to  which 
he  made  no  other  reply  for  fome  time,  than  lifting  up 
his  eyes,  clafping  his  hands,  and  uttering  a hollow  groan. 
— At  length  he  oblerved,  in  a melancholy  tone,  that  it 
was  a thouland  pities  my  organs  were  lb  delicate  as  to 
be  offended  with  the  fmell  of  garlic.  “ Ah  1 God  heir, 
us,  (faid  he,)  'tis  not  the  fleams  of  garlic,  no,  nor  oV 
(bmething  elle,  that  would  give  me  the  Icafl  uneafincfs — 
See  what  it  is  to  be  a cobleils  fen,” — I replied  Inflilv, 

'•  J with 
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***  I wifi)  tlien  you  would  go  and  retrieve  my  mifcarriage.” 
——At  this  I’uggeftion  he  ftarted,  forcetl  a fmile,  and 
<lift  the  room,  fhaking  his  head.  Whether  the  old  gen- 
Klcwoinan  refented  my  abnipt  departure  lb  much,  that 
ttrerloee  changed  into  dildain,  or  was  aflramed  to  fee  me 
»on  account  of  her  infirmity,  I know  not  j but  I was 
mever  troubled  again  with  her  paflion. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

I ctdti’va'.e  an  Aequaintance  nvith  t-ivo  Noblemen — Am 

dntro.luced  lo  Enel  Slrulxveli His  kind  Proniife  and  In- 

"'vit alien The  Behaviour  of  his  Porter  and  Lacquey — 

— He  receives  me  vsilb  an  Appearance  of  uncom^non  Af~ 

! JeSihn Undertakes  to  /peak  in  my  Behalf  to  the  Mi- 

uMifler Informs  me  of  his  Succefs,  and  nvijhes  me  Jcy— 

— Introduces  a Converfaticn  about  Petronius  Arbiter 

Falls  in  Ic  vc  -ivith  my  IVaich,  which  I prefs  upon  him — 
— I make  a Prefent  of  a Diamond  Ring  to  Lord  Straddle 

Impart  my  good  Fortune  to  Strap  and  Banter,  who 

I difabufe  me,  to  my  utter  Mortification. 

DAIFLED  hitheito  in  my  matrimonial  /chemes,  I 
began  to  queftion  my  talents  for  the  fcience  of  for- 
tune-hunting, and  to  bend  my  thoughts  towards  fome 
employment  Tinder  the  government.  With  the  view  of 
1 procuring  which,  I cultivated  the  acquaintance  of  Lords 
Sti'addle  and  Swillpot,  whofe  fathers  were  men  of  intereft 

; St  Court. 1 found  thefe  young  noblemen  as  open  to 

my  advances  as  I could  define  : I accompanied  them  at 
I their  midnight  rambles,  and  often  dined  with  them  at 
i taverns,  where  I had  the  honour  of  paying  the  reckoning. 

1 one  day  took,  the  oppprninity,  while  I was  loaded 
with  proteftations  of  friendfhip,  to  difclofe  my  defire 
of  being  fettled  in  fome  finecure ; and  to  folicit  their  in- 
^ Alienee  in  my  behalf. — Swillpot,  fqueezing  my  hand. 
Aid,  I might  depend  upon  his  fervice,  by  God.  The 
I other  fwore  that  no  man  would  be  more  proud  than  he 
■ to  run  on  my  errands.  Encouraged  by  thefe  declarations, 
I ventured  to  exprefs  an  inclination  to  be  introduced  to 
their  fathers,  who  were  able  to  do  my  bufinefs  at  once. 
Swillpot  frankly  owned  he  had  not  fpoke  lo  his  father 
thefe  three  years ; a.nd  Straddle  alfured  me  that  his  father, 
L 2 having 
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having  lately  difobliged  the  minilter,  by  fubfcrlbing  his 
name  to  a proteft  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  was  thereby 
rendered  incapable  of  ferving  his  friends  at  prefent;  but 
he  undertook  to  make  me  acquainted  with  Earl  Strutwell, 
wlio  was  hand  and  glove  with  a certain  perfon  who  ruled 
the  road.  This  offer  I embraced  with  many  acknow- 
ledgments, and  plied  him'  fo  clofely,  in  fpite  of  a thou- 
fand  evafions,  that  he  found  himfelf  under  a necefliiy 
of  keeping  his  word,  and  a6lually  carried  me  to  the 
levee  of  this  great  man,  where  he  left  me  in  a crowd  of 
fellow  dependents,  and  was  uflicred  to  a particular  clofet 
audience;  from  whence,  in  a few  minutes,  lie  returned 
with  his  lordlhip,  who  took  me  by  the  hand,  afliircd  me 
he  would  do  me  all  the  feivice  he  could,  and  defired  to 

fee  me  often. 1 was  charmed  with  my  reception ; and 

although  I had  heard  that  a courtier'’s  promife  is  not 
to  be  depended  upon,  I thought  I dil’covered  fo  much 
fweetnefs  of  temper  and  candour  in  this  Earl’s  counte- 
nance, that  I did  not  doubt  of  finding  my  account  in 
his  proteftion. — I refolved  therefore  to  profit  by  this 
permilllon,  and  waited  on  him  next  audience  day,  when 
I was  favoured  with  a particular  fmile,  fqueeze  of  the 
hand,  and  a whifper,  fignifying  that  he  wanted  half  an 
hour’s  converlation  with  me  in  private,  when  he  fiiould 
be  difengaged,  and  for  that  purpofe  defired  me  to  come 
and  drink  a difh  of  chocolate  with  him  to  merrow 

morning. This  invitation,  which  did  not  a little 

flatter  my  vanity  and  expectation,  I took  care  to  obferve, 
and  went  to  his  lordlliip’s  houle  at  the  time  appointed. 
Having  rapped  at  the  gate,  the  porter  unbolted  and 
kept  it  halt  open,  placing  himfelf  in  the  gap,  like  fol- 
diers  in  a breach,  to  difpute  my  paflage. — I atked  if  his 

lord  was  ftirring? He  anfwered  with  a furly  atpeif, 

‘‘  No.” “ At  what  hour  does  he  commonly  rife  ?” 

laid  I.  “ Sometimes  fooner,  fometimes  later,”  (fsid  he, 
clofing  the  door  upon  me  by  degrees.) — I then  told  him, 
I vyas  come  by  his  lordftiip’s  own  appointment ; to  which 
intimation  this  Cerberus  replied,  “ I have  received  no 
orders  about  the  matter  1”  and  was  upon  the  point  of 
fliutting  me  out,  when  I recolleftcd  myfelf  all  of  a fud- 

den, 
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den,  and  flipping  a crown  into  his  hand,  begged  as  a 
favour  that  he  would  enquire,  and  let  me  know  whether 
or  net  the  Earl  was  up.  The  grim  janitor  relented  at 
the  touch  of  my  money,  which  he  took  with  all  the  in- 
difference of  a tax  gatherer,  and  fliewcd  me  into  a par- 
lour, wltere,  he  laid,  I might  amnfe  myfelf  till  Inch 
time  as  his  Lord  fhould  be  awake. — I had  not  fat  ten 
minutes  in  this  place,  when  a footman  entered,  and,  with- 
out fpcaking,  flared  at  me.  I interpreted  this  piece  of 
his  behaviour  into  Pray,  Sir,  what  is  yom"  bufmels  ? 
and  afked  the  fame  queftion  I had  put  to  the  porter,  when 
I accofled  him  firfl.  The  lacquey  made  the  fame  reply, 
and  difappeared  before  I could  get  any  further  intelli- 
gence.— In  a little  time  he  returned,  on  pretence  of 
poking  the  fire,  and  looked  at  me  again  with  gi'eat 
.earneflnefs  ; upon  which  1 began  to  perceive  his  mean- 
ing, and  tipping  him  with  half  a crown,  defired  he  would 
I be  lb  good  as  to  fail  upon  fome  method  of  letting  the 
I Earl  know  that  I was  in  the  houfe. — He  made  a low  bow, 

i laid,  “ Yes,  Sir,”  and  vanilhed. This  bounty  was 

not  thrown  away  ^ for  in  an  inttant  he  came  back,  and 
;condu£fed  me  to  a chamber,  where  I was  received  with 
great  kindnefs  and  familiarity  by  his  lordftiip,  whom  I 
found  juft  rifen,  in  his  morning  gown  and  flippers.— 
After  breakfaft,  he  entered  into  a particular  converfation 
with  me  about  my  travels,  the  remarks  I had  made 
abroad,  and  examined  me  to  the  full  extent  of  my  un- 
derftanding. — My  anfwers  feemed  to  pleafe  him  very 
much  : he  fi-equently  fqueezed  my  hand,  and  looking  at 
me  with  a lingular  complacency  in  his  countenance,  bade 
me  depend  upon  his  good  offices  with  the  miniftei  in  my 
behalL  “ Young  men  of  your  qualifications  (faid  he) 
ought  to  be  cheriihed  by  every  adminiftration.  For  my 
own  part,  I fee  fo  little  merit  in  the  world,  that  I have 
laid  it  down  as  a maxim,  to  encourage  the  leaft  appear- 
ance of  genius  and  virtue  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power— 
You  have  a great  deal  of  both  ; and  will  not  fail  of  mak- 
ing a figure  one  day,  if  I am  rot  miftaken  : but  you 
inuft  bv  your  account  with  mounting  by  gradual  fteps 
to  the  lun'mit  of  your  fortune.— ‘tvas  not  built  in  a 
L 3 (lajf. 
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tiay. — As  you  underftand  the  languages  perfeclly  well, 
how  would  you  like  to  crofs  the  lea  as  lecretary  to  an 
embalTy  ?” — I afiiired  his  lordfliip,  with  great  eagernefs 
that  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  my  inclination  ; 
Upon  which  he  bade  me  make  myJclf  eafy,  my  bulinefs 
was  done,  for  he  had  a place  of  that  kind  in  his  view. 
— This  piece  of  generofity  alfefted  me  fo  much,  that  I 
was  unable  for  feme  time  to  exprefs  my  gratitude,  which 
at  lengtli  broke  out  in  acknowledgments  of  my  own  iin- 

worthinefs,  and  encomiums  on  his  benevolence. I could 

not  even  help  Ihedding  tears  at  the  goodnefs  of  this 
noble  lord,  who  no  fooner  perceived  them,  than  he  caught 
me  in  his  arms,  and  hugged  and  kilTed  me  with  a Jeem- 
ingly  paternal  affcaion.— Confounded  at  this  uncommon 
injbince  of  fondnefs  for  a ftranger,  I remained  a few 
moments  filent  and  afliamed  j then  rofe  and  took  my 
leave,  after  he  had  alTurcd  me  that  he  would  fpeak  to  the 
minifter  in  my  favour  that  very  day  ; and  delired  that  I 
would>not  for  the  future  give  myl'elf  the  trouble  of  at- 
tending at  his  levee,  but  come  at  the  fame  hour  every 
day  when  he  Ihould  be  at  leilure  j that  is,  three  times  a 
week. 

Though  my  hopes  were  now  very  fanguine,  I deter- 
mined to  conceal  my  profpea  from  every  body,  even 
fiom  Strap,  until  I lliould  be  more  certain  of  iiiccels  • 
and  in  the  mean  time,  give  my  patron  no  refpite  from 
iny  ibiicitations, — When  I renewed  my  vifit,  I f'citnd 
the  ftreet  door  open  to  me  as  if  by  enchantment  j but 
m my  palfage  towards  the  prefence  room,  I was  met  bv  ' 
the  valet  de  chambre,  who  call  fome  furious  looks  at 
me,  the  meaning  of  which  I could  not  comprehend. 
The  Earl  faluted  me  at  entrance  with  a tender  embrace, 
and  vyilhed  me  joy  of  his  fuccefs  with  the  Premier,  who, 
he  laid,  had  preferred  his  recommendation  to  that  of 
two  other  noblemen,  very  urgent  in  behalf  of  their  friends, 

, and  abfolutely  promifed  that  I lliould  go  to  a certain 
foroign  court  in  quality  of  fecretary  to  an  ambalfador 
and  plempotentiaiy,  who  was  to  let  out  in  a few  weeks 
on  an  alFair  of  vaft  importance  to  the  nation.  I was 
tliunderlbuck  v/ith  my  good  fortune,  and  could  make  no 

other 
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Other  reply  than  kneel,  and  attempt  to  klfs  my  benefac- 
tor’s hand,  which  fubmifllon  he  would  not  permit,  but, 
raifin'T  me  up,  prefled  me  to  his-  breaft  with  I'urpriiing 
' emotion,  and  told  me  he  had  now  taken  upon  himfelf  the 
care  of  making  my  fortune.— What  enhanced  the  value 
of  the  benefit  ilill  the  more,  was,  his  making  light  of 
the  favour,  and  ihifting  the  converlation  to  another  fub- 
jefl.  Among  other  topics  of  dilcourfe,  that  of  the 
belles  lettres  were  Introduced,  upon  which  his  lordfliip 
held  forth  with  great  tafte  and  erudition,  and  difcovered 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  authors  of  antiquity. 

“ Here’s  a book,  (find  he,  taking  one  from  his  bolom,) 

written  with  great  elegance  and  fpirit ; and,  though  the 

fubjea  may  give  offence  to  I'ome  narrow-minded  people, 
the  author  will  always.be  held  in  efteem  by  every  perfon 
of  wit  and  learning.”  So  faying,  he  put  into  my  hand 
Petronius  Arbiter,  and  alked  my  opinion  of  lus  wit 
: and  manner.— I told  him,  that,  in  my  opinion,  he  wrote 
with  great  eafe  and  vivacity  -,  but  was  withal  lo  lewd  and 
; indecent,  that  he  ought  to  find  no  quarter  or  proteaion 
among  people  of  morals  and  taife.”- “ 1 own  (re- 

plied the  Earl)  that  his  tafte  in  love  is  generally  decried, 
znd  indeed  condemned  by  our  laws;  but  perhaps  that 
I mny  be  more  owing  to  prejudice  and  milapprehennon, 
than  to  time  reafon  and  deliberation.— The  Left  man 
amon<r  the  ancients  is  laid  to  have  entertained  that  pal- 
fion;'’one  of  the  wilcft  of  their  legiflators  has  permitted 
the  indulgence  of  it  in  his  commonwealth ; the  moft  ce- 
lebrated  poets  have  not  fcnipled  to' avow  it : at  this  day' 
it  prevails  not  only  over  all  the  eaft>  but  in  moft  parts  of 
Europe  ; in  our  own  country  it  gains  ground  apace,  and 
in  all  probability  will  become  in  a fliort  time  a more 

faftiionable  vice  than  fimple  fornication. —Indeed,  there 

is  fomething  to  be  laid  in  vindication  of  itj  for,  not- 
withftandmg  the  feverity  of  the  law  againft  offenders  in 
this  way,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  the  practice  of  this 
paflion  is  unattended  with  that  curfe  and  burthen  upon 
foclety,  which  proceeds  from  a race  of  mifeiable  and 
deferted  b.iftards,  who  are  either  murdered  by  their  pa- 
rents, dsferted  to  the  utmoft  want  and  wretcl]ednels,  oy 
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bred  up  to  pr^  upon  the  commonwealth  : And  it  like- 
wile  prevents  the  debauchery  of  many  a young  maiden, 
and  the  proftitution  of  honelt  mens  wives  ; not  to  men- 
tion the  confideration  of  health,  which  is  much  lefs 
liable  to  be  impaired  in  the  gratification  of  this  appe- 
tite, than  in  the  exercife  of  common  venery,  which,  by 
ruining  the  conffitutions  of  our  young  men,  has  pro- 
duced a puny  progeny,  that  degenerates  from  genera- 
tion to  generation.  Nay,  I have  been  told,  that  there 
is  another  motive,  perhaps  more  powerful  than  all  theic, 
that  induces  people  to  cultivate  this  inclination;  name- 
ly, the  exquifite  pleafure  attending  its  fuccefs.” 

^ From  this  difcourfe,  I began  to  be  apprehenfive  that 
his  lordfhip,  finding  I had  travelled,  was  afraid  I might 
have  been  infected  with  this  fpurious  and  fordid  dcfirc 
abroad,  and  took  this  method  of  founding  my  fentiments 
on  the  fubjea,— Fired  at  this  liippofed  lufpicion,  I ar- 
gued  againft  it  with  great  waimth,  as  an  appetite  un- 
natural, abliird,  and  of  pernicicus  confequencej  and 
declared  my  utter  deteftation  and  abhorrence  of  it  in 
thefe  lines  of  the  fatirift  : 

“ Eternal  infamy  the  wretch  confound, 

Who  planted  firft  that  vice  on  Britifh  gio'und ! 

A vice!  that,  fpite  of  fenfe  and  nature,  reigns. 

And  poifons  genial  love,  and  manhood  ftains.’* 

The  Earl  fmiled  at  my  indignation,  told  me  he  was  glad 
to  find  my  opinion  of  the  matter  lb  conformable  to  his 
own,  and  that  what  he  had  advanced  was  only  to  pro- 
voke me  to  an  anfwer,  with  which  he  profeffed  himfelf 
perfeftiy  well  pleafed. 

After  I had  enjoyed  a long  audience,  I happened  to 
look  at  my  watch,  in  order  to  regulate  my  motions  by 
It;  and  his  lordfhip  obferving  the  chafed  cafe,  defired  to 
lee  the  device,  and  examine  the  execution,  which  he  ap- 
proved with  Come  exprefllons  of  admiration, — Confider- 
ing  the  obligations  I lay  under  to  his  lordfhip,  I thought 
there  could  not  be  a fitter  opportunity  than  the  prefent, 
to  inanifdf,  in  feme  fhnpe,  my  gratitude:  I therefore 

begged 
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bagged  he  would  do  me  the  honour  to  accept  of  the 
watch,  as  a fmall  teftimony  of  the  feni’e  I had  of  his 
lordfliip’s  generofity ; but  he  refufed  it  in  a peremptory 
manner,  and  faid  he  was  forry  I fliould  entertain  fuch  a 
mercenary  opinion  of  him ; obferving  at  the  fame  time, 
that  it  was  the  moft  beautiful  piece  of  workmanfhip  he 
had  ever  feen  j and  dellring  to  know  where  he  could  have 
fuch  another.  I begged  a thoufand  pardons  for  the  free- 
dom I had  taken,  which  I hoped  he  would  impute  to 
nothing  elfc  tlian  the  higheft  veneration  for  his  perfon— 
told  him  that,  as  it  came  to  my  hand  by  accident  in 
France,  I could  give  him  no  information  about  the 
n.aker,  for  there  was  no  name  on  the  infide ; and  once 
more  Iiumbly  intreated  that  he  would  indulge  me  fo  far 
as  to  ufe  it  lor  my  fake. — He  was  Hill  pofitive  in  refuf- 
ing  it;  but  was  pleafed  to  thank  me  for  my  generous 
ort'tr,  faying,  it  was  a prefent  that  no  noblemen  need  be 
a/liamed  of  receiving ; though  he  was  refolved  to  Ihew 
his  difintereltednefs  with  regard  to  me,  for  whom  he  had 
conceived  a particular  friendlhip ; and  indited  (if  I was 
willing  to  part  with  the  watch)  upon  knowing  what  it 
to:t,  that  he  might  at  leaft  indemnify  me,  by  refunding 
the  money.  On  the  other  hand,  I affuied  his  lordlhip, 
that  I lliould  look  upon  it  as  an  uncommon  mark  of 
dillinilion,  if  he  would  take  it  without  iurther  queftion  ; 
and,  rather  than  difoblige  me,  he  was  at  laft  perfuaded 
fo  put  it  in  his  pocket,  to  my  no  fmall  fatisfacf  ion,  who 
rook  my  leave  immediately,  after  having  received  a 
kind  fqueeze,  and  an  injunction  to  depend  upon  his  pro- 
mife. 

Buoyed  up  with  this  reception,  my  heart  opened ; I 
gave  away  a guinea  among  the  lacquies,  who  efcorted 
Tne  to  the  door ; flew  to  the  lodgings  of  Lord  Straddle, 
upon  whom  I (creed  my  diamond  ring,  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment for  the  great  lervice  he  had  done  me ; and  from 
thencelricd  me  home,  with  an  intent  of  (haring  my  hap- 

tiinefs  with  honed  Strap I determined,  ho%vever,  to 

leighten  his  pleafure,  by  depreffing  his  (pints  at  firft, 
and  then  bringing  in  the  good  news  with  double  relilh. 
—-For  this  purpole  I affefted  the  sppearance  of  difap- 

pointment 
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pointment  and  chagrin,  and  told  him  in  an  abrupt  man- 
ner, that  I had  loft  my  watch  and  diamond.  Poor 
Hugh,  who  had  been  already  hanafted  into  a confump- 
tion  by  intelligence  of  this  fort,  no  fooner  heard  thele 
words,  than,  unable  to  contain  himfelf,  he  cried  with 
diftraftion  in  his  looks,  “ God  in  Heaven  forbid!” — I 
could  carry  on  the  farce  no  longer,  but,  laughing  in 
his  face,  told  him  every  thing  that  had  pafled,  as  above 
recited.  Hisifeatures  were  immediately  unbended,  and 
the  tranfition  lb  affefting,  that  he  wept  with  joy,  calling 
my  Lord  Strutwell  by  the  appellation  of  jewel,  phoenix, 
rara  avis-,  and  praifing  God,  that  there  was  ftill  fomfc 
virtue  left  among  our  nobility. — Our  mutual  congratu- 
lations being  over,  we  gave  way  to  our  imagination, 
and  anticipated  our  happinefs,  by  profecuting  our  fuc- 
cefs  through  the  different  fteps  of  promotion,  till  I ar- 
rived at  the  rank  of  a prime  minifter,  and  he  to  that  of 
my  firft  fecretary. 

Intoxicated  with  thefe  ideas,  I went  to  the  ordinary, 
where,  meeting  with  Banter,  I communicated  the  whole 
affair  in  confidence  td  him,  concluding  with  an  affurance 
that  I would  do  him  all  the  fervice  in  my  power. — He 
heard  me  to  an  end  with  great  patience ; then,  regard- 
ing me  a good  while  with  a look  of  difdain,  pronounced, 

“ So,  your  bufinefs  is  done,  you  think?” “ As 

good  as  done,  I believe,”  (laid  I.) “ I’ll  tell  you 

(replied  he)  what  will  do  it  Itill  more  effeflually a 

halter ’Sdeath!  if  I had  been  fuch  a gull  to  two 

fuch  fcoundrels  as  Strutwell  and  Straddle,  I would  with- 
out any  more  ado  tuck  myfelf  up.”  Shocked  at  this 
exclamation,  I defired  him  with  fome  confufion  to  ex- 
plain himfelf:  Upon  which  he  gave  me  to  underftand, 
that  Straddle  was  a poor  contemptible  wretch,  who 
lived  by  borrowing  and  pimping  for  his  fellow  peers ; 
that,  in  confequence  of  this  laft  capacity,  he  had  doubt- 
lels  introduced  me  to  Strutwell,  who  was  fo  notorious 
for  a paflion  for  his  own  lex,  that  he  was  amazed  his 
charaifer  had  never  reached  my  ears ; and  that,  far  from 
being  able  to  obtain  for  me  the  poll  he  had  promifed,  his 
intereft  at  court  was  fo  low,  that  he  could  fcarce  pro- 
vide 
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vide  for  a fuperannuated  footman  once  a year  in  the 
cuftoms  or  excife ; — that  it  was  a common  thing  for  liiin 
to  amufe  ftrangers,  whom  his  jackals  run  down,  with 
luch  aflurances  and  carefi'es  as  he  had  bellowed  on  me, 
until  he  had  ftript  them  of  their  cafli,  and  every  thing 
valuable  about  them ; — very  often  of  their  chaftity,  and 
clien  leave  them  a prey  to  want  and  infamy ; — that  he 
allowed  his  fervanls  no  other  wages,  than  that  part  of 
the  fpoil  which  they  could  glean  by  their  indulhy  ; and 
the  whole  of  his  condudl  towards  me  was  fo  glaring, 
that  nobody,  who  knew  any  thing  of  mankind,  could 
have  been  impofed  upon  by  his  infmuations. 

I leave  the  reader  to  judge  how  I relilhed  this  piece 
of  information,  which  precipitated  me  from  the  mod 
exalted  pinnacle  of  hope,  to  the  lowed  abyfs  of  defpon- 
dence ; and  well  nigh  determined  me  to  take  Banter’s 
advice,  and  finifb  my  chagrin  with  a halter. — I had  no 
room  to  fufped  the  veracity  of  my  friend,  becaufe,  upon 
recolle<51ion,  I found  every  circumdance  of  Strutwell’s 
behaviour  exaflly  tallying  with  the  chara£ler  he  had  de- 
feribed:  His  hugs,  embraces,  fquetzes,  and  eager  looks, 
were  now’  no  longer  a in)  dery  j no  moj  e than  hU  defence 
of  Petronius,  and  the  jealous  frown  of  his  valet  dc 
caambre,  who,  it  feeras,  had  been  the  favourite  pathic 
of  his  lord. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

/ attempt  to  receiver  my  IVatch  and  Jenvel,  but  to  no 

Purpofe Refolve  to  re-venge  myfelf  on  Strulvjell  iy  my 

hnpqrtumty Am  reduced  to  my  lajl  Guinea— Obliged 

to  inform  Strap  of  my  NeceJJity,  who  is  almofl  difiraclcd 

•with  the  News But  neverthelefs  obliged  to  pawn  my 

befl  Sword,  for  prefent  Subfijience That  fmall  Supply 

being  exhaupd,  1 am  almoft  jiupified  with  my  Misfortunes 

Go  to  the  Gaming  T able,  by  the  Adojice  of  Banter, 

and  come  off  with  unexpeSied  Succefs — Strap's  Ext afy — 
— Mrs.  Gawky  waits  upon  me,  profeffes  remorfe  for  her 

Perfidy,  and  implores  my  Affiflance 1 do  myfelf  a piece 

of  Jujlice  by  her  Means,  and  afterwards  reconcile  her  to 
her  Father. 

I Was  fo  confounded  that  I could  make  no  reply  to 
Banter,  who  reproached  me  with  great  indignation 
for  having  thrown  away  upon  rafcals,  that  which,  ha'l 
it  been  converted  into  ready  money,  would  have  I'up- 
ported  the  rank  of  a gentleman  for  fome  months,  aixl 

enabled  me,  at  the  fame  time,  to  oblige  my  friends. 

Stupified  as  I was,  I could  eafily  divine  the  fource  of  his 
concern,  but  fneaked  away  in  a folitary  manner,  with- 
out yielding  the  lead  anfwer  to  his  expoftulations ; and 
began  to  drfiberate  with  myfelf  in  what  manner  I Ihoidi 
attempt  to  retrieve  the  moveables  I had  fo  fooliflily  ioif. 

• — I fhould  have  thought  it  no  robbery  to  take  them  again 
by  force,  could  I have  done  it  without  any  danger  of 
being  deteiled ; but  as  I could  have  no  fuch  opportunity, 
1 refolved  to  work  by  finelfe,  and  go  immediately  to  the 
lodgings  of  Straddle,  where  I was  fo  fortunate  as  to 
fintfhim. — “ My  Lord,  (fiid  I,)  I havejull  now  re:oI- 
le£led,  that  the  diamond  I had  the  honour  of  prefint- 
ing  to  you,  is  loofened  in  the  focket,  and  there  is  a 
young  fellow  juft  arrived  from  Paris,  who  is  reckoned 
the  beft  jeweller  in  Europe;  I knew  him  in  France,  and 
if  your  lordfltip  will  give  me  leave,  will  carry  the  nn 

to  him  to  be  fet  to  rights.” His  lorJihip  was  ni''  t 

be  caught  in  this  fnare — he  thanked  me  for  my  olfcr, 
and  told  me,  that  having  himielf  obferved  the  de!,  :;, 
he  had  already  fent  it  to  his  own  jew.llcr  to  be  m»  n h .t. 

And 
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Anti,  indeed,  by  this  time,  1 believe,  it  was  in  die  jew- 
eller’s hands,  though  not  in  order  to  be  mended,  for  it 
Hood  in  need  of  no  alteration. 

Baulked  in  this  piece  of  policy,  I curfed  my  fimpll- 
city ; but  refolved  to  play  a furer  game  with  the  Earl, 
which  I thus  devifed. — I did  not  doubt  of  being  admit- 
ted into  familiar  converfation  with  him,  as  before,  and 
hoped  by  Ibme  means  to  get  the  watch  into  my  hand  ; 
then,  on  pretence  of  winding  or  playing  with  it,  drop  it 
on  the  floor,  when  in  all  probability  the  fall  would  dif- 
order  the  work  fo  as  to  flop  its  nsotion.  This  event 
would  fumifh  me  with  an  opportunity  of  infilling  upon 
carrying  it  away  in  order  to  be  repaired ; and  then  I fhould 
have  been  in  no  hurry  to  bring  it  back.  What  pity  it  was 
I could  not  find  an  occafion  of  putting  this  fine  fcheme 
in  execution ! When  I went  to  renew  my  vifit  to  his  lord- 
fliip,  my  accefs  to  the  parlour  was  as  free  as  ever  5 but 
after  I had  waited  fome  time,  the  valet  de  chambre  came 
in  with  his  lord’s  compliments,  and  adtfire  to  fee  me  to- 
monow  at  his  levee,  he  being  at  prefent  fo  much  indif- 
pol'ed  that  he  could  not  fee  company.  I intctprijred  this 
melTage  into  a bad  omen,  and  came  away  muttering 
curfes  againft  his  lordfhip’s  politenefs,  and  ready  to  go 
to  loggerheads  with  myfelf  for  being  fo  egregioufly 
duped. — But,  that  I might  have  fome  fatisfaftion  for  the 
lofs  I had  fuftained,  I befieged  him  clofely  at  his  levee, 
and  perlecuted  him  with  my  folicitations ; not  without 
faint  hopes,  indeed,  of  reaping  fomething  more  from  my 
induftry,  than  the  bare  pleafure  of  making  him  uneafy ; 
though  I could  never  obtain  another  private  hearing  du- 
ring the  whole  courfe  of  my  attendance  : neither  had  I 
relblution  enough  to  undeceive  Strap,  whofe  looks,  in  a 
little  time,  were  fo  whetted  with  impatience,  that,  when- 
ever I came  home,  his  eyes  devoured  me,  as  it  were, 
with  eagernefs  of  attention. 

At  length,  however,  finding  myfelf  reduced  to  my 
lad  guinea,  I was  com(>elled  to  difclofe  my  neceffity, 
tliough  I endeavoured  to  fweeten  the  difeovery,  by 
rehearfing  to  him  the  daily  aflurances  I received  from 
fr.y  patron. — But  thefe  promifes  were  not  of  efficacy  fuf- 
ficient  to  fupport  the  fpirits  of  my  friend,  who  no  Iboner 
VoL.  II.  M underftood 
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underftood  the  lownefs  of  my  finances,  than  uttering  a 
dreadful  groan,  he  exclaimed,  “ In  the  name  of  God, 
what  lhall  we  do!” — In  order  to  comfort  him,  I laid, 
that  many  of  my  acquaintance,  who  were  in  a worfe 
condition  tlian  we,  fupporled,  notwithftanding,  theclia- 
racler  of  gentlemen ; and  advifing  him  to  thank  God 
that  we  had  as  yet  incurred  no  debt,  propofed  he  fhould 
pawn  my  fword  of  Heel  inlaid  with  gold,  and  truft  to 
my  difcretion  for  the  reft.  This  expedient  was  worm- 
wood and  gall  to  poor  Strap,  who,  in  fpite  of  his  in- 
vincible affedlion  for  me,  ftill  retained  notions  of  econo- 
my and  expence  fuitable  to  the  narrovvnefs  of  his  edu- 
cation : ucverthelefs,  .he  complied  with  my  requeft,  and 
raifed  feven  pieces  on  the  fword  in  a twinkling. — This 
I’upply,  inconfiderable  as  it  was,  made  me  as  happy  for  the 
prelent,  as  if  I had  kept  five  hundred  pounds  in  bank ; 
for  by  this  time  I was  fo  well  Ikilled  in  procraftinatiqg 
every  troublelbme  refleilion,  that  the  prolpecf  of  want 
feldom  aft'ecled  me  very  much,  let  it  be  ever  fo  near. — 
And  now,  indeed,  it  was  nearer  than  I imagined.  My 
landlord  having  occafion  for  money,  put  me  in  mind  of 
my  being  indebted  to  him  five  guineas  in  lodging;  and 
telling  me  he  had  a fum  to  make  up,  begged  I would 

excufe  his  importunity,  and  difcharge  my  debt. 

Though  I could  ill  fpare  fo  much  calh,  my  pride  took 
the  refolution  ofdifburfing  it.  This  I did  in  a cavalier 
manner,  alter  he  had  written  a difcharge,  telling  him, 
with  an  air  of  fcorn  and  refentment,  I law  he  was  re- 
folved  that  I fhould  not  be  long  in  his  books;  while 
Strap,  who  ftood  by,  and  knew  my  circumftances, 
wrung  his  hands  in  fecret,  gnawed  his  nether  lip,  and 
turned  yellow  with  defpair. — Whatever  appearance  of 
indifference  my  vanity  enabled  me  to  put  on,  I was  thtin- 
derftruck  with  this  demand,  which  I had  no  fooner 
fatisfied,  then  I haftened  into  company,  with  a view  of 
beguiling  my  cares  with  convcrfation,  or  of  drowning 
them  with  wine. 

After  dinner,  a party  was  accordingly  made  in  the 
coffee-houfe,  from  whence  we  adjourned  to  the  tavern, 
where,  inllead  of  lliaring  the  mirth  of  the  company,  I 

was 
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was  as  much  chagrined  at  their  good-humour  as  a damn’d 
foul  in  hell  would  be  at  a glimpfe  ot  Heaven. — In  vain 
did  I fwallow  bumper  after  bumper!  the  wine  had  lolt 
its  effeft  upon  me,  and,  far  from  raifing  my  dcjefled 

I'pirits,  could  not  even  lay  me  allecp. Banter,  who 

was  the  only  intimate  1 had,  (Strap  excepted,)  perceived 
my  anxiety,  and  when  we  broke  up,  reproached  me  witli 
pufillanimity,  for  being  caft  down  at  any  difappointment 
that  fuch  a rafcal  as  Strutwell  could  be  the  occafion  of. 
— I told  him,  I did  not  at  all  fee  how  Strutwell’s  being 
a rafcal  alleviated  my  misfortune ; and  gave  him  to  un- 
derftand,  that  my  prefent  grief  did  not  fo  much  proceed 
from  that  difappointment,  as  from  the  low  ebb  of  my 
fortune,  which  was  funk  to  fomething  lefs  than  two 
guineas.  At  this  declaration  he  cried,  “ Pfliaw ! is 
that  all  ?”  and  affured  me  there  was  a thoufand  ways  of 
living  in  town  without  a fortune,  he  himfelf  having 
fubfifted  many  years  entirely  by  his  wits.  I exprefled  an 
eager  defire  of  being  acquainted  with  fome  of  thefe  me- 
thods ; and  he,  without  further  expoftulation,  bade  me 
follow  him.  He  conduced  me  to  a houfe  under  the 
piazzas  in  Coven*- Garden,  which  we  entered,  and  hav- 
ingdelivered  our  fwords  to  a grim  fellow,  who  demanded 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  ftaircale,  afeended  to  the  fecond 
ftory,  where  I faw  multitudes  of  people  Handing  round 
two  gaming  tables,  loaded  in  a manner  with  gold  and 

filver. My  conduftor  told  me  this  was  the  houfe  of 

a worthy  Scotch  Lord,  who,  ufmg  the  privilege  of  his 
peerage,  had  fet  up  public  gaming  tables,  from  the 

profits  of  which  he  drew  a comfortable  livelihood. 

He  then  explained  the  difference  between  the  fitters  and 
the  betters ; characlerized  the  firft  as  old  rooks,  and  the 
laft  as  bubbles ; and  advifed  me  to  try  my  fortune  at  the 

filver  table,  by  betting  a crown  at  a time. Before  I 

would-venture  any  thing,  I confidered  the  company  more 
particularly,  and  there  appeared  fuch  a groupe  of  vil- 
lair.ous  faces,  that  I was  llruck  with  horror  and  afio- 
niftiment  at  the  fight ! fignified  my  furprife  to  Banter, 
who  whifpered  in  my  ear,  that  the  bulk  of  thefe  pre- 
fent, were  lharpers,  highwaymen,  and  apprentices,  who, 
M 2 having 
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having  embezzled  their  niafter’s  cafh,  made  a defpcrate 
pufli  in  this  place,  to  make  up  their  deficiencies — This 
account  did  not  encourage  me  to  hazard  any  part  of  my 
fmall  pittance;  but  at  length  being  teazed  by  tlie  im- 
portunities of  my  friend,  who  aflured  me  there  was  no 
danger  of  being  ill  uled,  becaufe  people  were  hired  by 
the  owner  to  fee  juftice  done  to  every  boiiy,  I began  by 
rifquing  one  fhilling,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  my  win- 
nings amounted  to  thirty. Convinced  by  this  time 

of  the  fairnefs  of  the  game,  and  animated  with  fuccefs, 
there  was  no  need  of  further  perfuafion  to  continue  the 
play.  I lent  Banter  (who  feldom  had  any  money  in  his 
pocket)  a guinea,  which  he  carried  to  the  gold  table,  and 

loft  in  a moment. He  would  have  borrowed  another, 

but  finding  me  deaf  to  his  arguments,  went  away  in  a 

pet. Meanwhile  my  gain  advanced  to  fix  pieces,  and 

my  defire  of  more  increafed  in  proportion ; fo  that  I 
moved  to  the  higher  table,  where  I laid  half  a guinea  on 
every  throw,  and  fortune  ftill  favouring  me,  I became  a 
fitter,  in  which  capacity  I remained  until  it  was  broad 
day ; when  I found  myfelf,  after  many  viciflitudes,  otte 
hundred  and  fifty  guineas  in  pocket. 

Thinking  it  now  high  time  to  retire  with  my  booty, 
I afked  it  any  body  would  take  my  place,  and  made  a 
motion  to  rife ; upon  which  an  old  Gafcon,  who  fat  op- 
pofite  to  me,  and  of  whom  I had  won  a little  money, 
Itarted  up  with  fury  in  his  looks,  crying,  “ RejJeZy 
foutre,  rejiez,  il  faut  donner  mot  mo/t  ranvanckio !"  At 
the  lame  time,  a Jew,  who  fat  near  the  other,  infinuated 
that  I was  more  beholden  to  art  than  fortune  for  what 
I had  got;  that  he  had  obferved  me  wipe  the  table  very 
often,  and  that  fome  of  the  divifions  feemed  to  be  greafy. 
This  intimation  produced  a great  deal  of  clamour  againft 
me,  efpecially  amongft  the  lol'ers,  who  threatened  with 
many  oaths  and  imprecations  to  take  me  up  by  a warrant 
as  a fharper,  unlefs  I would  compromile  the  affair  by 

refunding  the  greateft  part  of  my  winnings Though  I 

was  far  from  being  eafy  under  this  accul'ation,  I relied 
upon  my  innocence,  threatened  in  my  turn  to  profecute 
the  Jew  for  defamation,  and  boldly  offered  to  fubmit  my 

caufc 
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cavife  to  the  examination  of  any  juftice  in  Weftminifer ; 
but  they  knew  themfclves  too  well  to  put  their  charadtcrs 
on  that  ifliie,  and  finding  I was  not  to  be  intimidated 
into  any  conceflion,  dropt  their  plea,  and  made  way  for 

me  to  withdraw. 1 would  not,  however,  ftir  Irom 

the  table,  until  the  Ifraelite  had  retraced  what  he  faid 
to  my  difadvantage,  and  alked  pardon  before  the  whole 
alTemhly. 

As  I marched  out  with  my  prize,  T happened  to  tread 
upon  the  toes  of  a tall  raw-boned  fellow,  with  a hooked 
nofe,  fierce  eyes,  black  thick  eye-brows,  a pig  tail  wig 
of  the  fame  colour,  and  a formidable  hat  pulled  over 
his  forehead,  who  flood  gnawing  his  fingers  in  the  crowd, 
and  no  fooner  felt  the  application  of  my  flioe-heel,  than 
he  roared  out  in  a tremendous  voice,  “ Blood  and  wounds  ! 
you  Ion  of  a whore,  what’s  that  for?” — I alked  pardon 
with  a great  deal  of  fubmifiion,  and  protefted  I had  no 
intention  of  hurting  him  ; but  the  more  I humbled  my- 
felf,  the  more  he  ftormed,  and  infilled  upon  gentlemanly 
fatisfaclion,  at  the  fame  time  provoking  me  with  Ican- 
dalous  names  that  I could  not  put  up  with ; fo  that  I 
gave  a loole  to  my  pafiion,  returned  his  Billingfgate, 
and  challenged  him  to  follow  me  down  to  the  piazzas. 

-His  indignation  cooling  as  mine  warmed,  he  refufed 

my  invitation,  faying,  he  would  choofe  his  own  time, 
and  returned  towards  the  table,  muttering  threats,  wliich 
I neither  dreaded,  nor  dillinclly  heard  j but  defeending 
with  great  deliberation,  received  my  fword  from  the 
door  keeper,  whom  I gratifieil  wit’n  a guinea,  according 
to  the  cullom  of  the  place,  and  went  home  in  a rapture 
of  joy. 

My  faithful  valet,  who  had  fet  up  all  night  in  the  ut- 
moll  uneafinefs  on  my  account,  let  me  in  with  his  face 
bellobbcred  with  tears,  and  followed  me  to  my  chamber, 
where  he  flood  lilent  like  a condemned  criminal,  in  ex- 
peffation  of  hearing  that  every  fhilling  was  foent.— I 
^lelTed  the  fituation  of  his  thoughts,  and  affuming  a 
fullen  look,  bade  him  fetch  me  fbme  water  to  wafli. — 
He  replied,  without  lifting  his  eyes  from  the  ground, 
“ 111  my  funple  conjeclnre,  you  have  more  occafion  for 
M 3 red, 
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reft,  not  having  (I  fuppofe)  flept  thefe  four- and-twenty 
hours.” “ Bring  me  fome  water,”  (laid  I in  a pe- 

remptory tone ;)  upon  which  he  fneaked  away,  ftinigging 
his  ftioulders.  Before  he  returned,  I had  fprcad  my  whole 
ftock  on  tlie  table,  in  the  moft  oftentatious  manner;  fo 
that  when  it  firft  fainted  his  view,  he  flood  like  one  in- 
tranced  ; and  having  rubbed  his  eyes  more  than  once, 
to  allure  himfelf  of  his  being  awake,  broke  out  into, 
“ Lord  have  mercy  tipon  us,  what  a vaft  treafurc  is 
heye!”  “ 'Tis  all  our  own,  Strap,  (Paid  I ;)  take  what 
is  neceflary,  and  redeem  the  fword  immediately.” — He 
advanced  towards  the  table,  ftopt  Ihort  by  the  way, 
looked  at  the  money  and  me  by  turns,  and,  with  a wild- 
nefs  in  his  countenance,  produced  from  joy  checked  by 
diftruft,  cried,  “ I dare  fay,  it  is  honeftly  come  by.”— 
To  remove  his  Icruples,  I made  him  acquainted  with 
the  whole  ftory  of  my  I’uccefs,  which,  when  he  heard, 
he  danced  about  the  room  in  an  extafty,  crying,  “ God 
be  praifed  ! — a white  ftone! — God  be  praifed  ! — a white 
ftone!” — So  that  I was  afraid  the  fudden  change  of  for- 
tune had  difordered  his  intellefls,  and  that  he  was  run 
mad  with  joy. — Extremely  concerned  at  this  event,  I 
attempted  to  reafon  him  out  of  his  frenzy,  but  to  no 
purpofe ; for,  without  regarding  what  I faid,  he  continued 
to  frilk  up  and  down,  and  repeat  his  rhapfody  of  “ God 
be  praifed  ! a white  ftone !”  At  laft  I rofein  the  utmoft 
confternation,  and  laying  violent  hands  upon  him,  put 
a flop  to  his  extravagance,  by  fixing  him  down  to  a fettee 
that  was  in  the  room. — This  conftraint  banilhed  his 
delirium  ; he  ftarted,  as  if  juft  awake,  and,  terrified  at 
jny  behaviour,  cried,  “ What  is  the  matter  When 
he  learned  the  caufe  of  my  apprehenfion,  he  was  alhamed 
pf  his  tranl'ports,  and  told  me,  that,  in  mentioning  the 
white  ftone,  he  alluded  to  the  Dies  fafii  of  the  Romans, 
etlba  lapide  notati. 

Having  no  inclination  to  fleep,  I fecured  my  calh, 
drelTed,  and  was  juft  going  abroad,  when  the  lervant  of 
the  houle  told  me,  there  was  a gentlewoman  at  the  door, 
who  wanted  to  fpcak  with  me. — Surprifed  at  this  infor- 
»nation,  J bade  Strap  fliew  her  up,  and  in  lefs  than  a 

minute 
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niimite  faw  a young  woman  of  a ftiabby  decayed  appear- 
ance enter  my  room.  After  half  a dozen  coui  tefies,  (lie 
began  to  I'ob,  and  told  me  her  name  was  Gawky ; upon 
which  information  I immediately  recolleifed  tlie  features 
of  Mifs  Lavement,  who  had  been  the  firft  ocj:afion  of 
my  misfortunes. — Though  I had  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  relent  her  treacherous  behaviour  to  me,  I was 
moved  at  herdiftrefs,  and  proftfling  my  forrow  at  feeing 
her  fo  reduced,  defired  her, to  fit,  and  enquired  into  the 
particulars  of  her  fituation. — She  fell  upon  her  knees, 
and  implored  my  forgivenefs  for  the  injuries  (lie  had  done 
me,  protefting  before  God,  that  flie  was  forced,  againft 
her  inclination,  into  that  hellifh  confpiracy  which  had 
almoll  deprived  me  of  my  life,  by  the  entreaties  of  her 
hulband,  who,  having  been  afterwards  renounced  by  his 
father  on  account  of  his  marriage  with  her,  and  unable 
to  fupport  a family  on  his  pay,  left  his  wife  at  her  fa- 
ther's houfe,  and  went  with  the  regiment  to  Germany, 
where  he  was  broke  for  mifbehaviour  at  the  battle  of 
Dettingen,  fince  which  time  fhe  had  heard  no  tidings  of 
him.  She  then  gave  me  to  underhand,  with  many 
fymptoms  of  penitence,  that  it  was  her  misfortune  to 
bear  a child  four  months  after  marriage,  by  which  event 
her  parents  were  fo  incenfed,  that  fhe  was  turned  out  of 
doors  with  the  infant,  that  died  foon  after ; and  fhe  had 
hitherto  fuhfified  in  a miferable  indigent  manner,  on  the 
extorted  charity  of  a few  friends,  who  were  now  quite 
, tired  of  giving ; that  not  knowing  where  or  how  to  fup- 
port  herfelf  one  day  longer,  fhe  had  fled  for  fuccour  even 
to  me,  who  of  all  mankind  had  the  leaft  caufe  to  affifl 
her,  relying  upon  the  generofity  of  my  difpofition,  which 
fhe  hojaed  would  be  pkafed  with  this  opportunity  of 
avenging  itfclf  in  the  nobkfl  manner  on  the  wretch  who 
had  wronged  me. — I was  very  much  affefted  with  her 
difeourfe,  and  having  no  caufe  to  fufpecl  the  fincerity 
of  her  repentance,  raifed  her  up,  freely  pardoned  all  flie 
had  done  againft  me,  and  promifed  to  befriend  her  as 
much  as  lay  in  my  power. 

Since  my  laft  arrival  in  London,  I had  made  no  ad- 
vances to  the  apothecary,  imagining  it  would  be  impoflj- 

ble 
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lilt  for  me  to  make  iny  innocence  appear,  fo  unhappily 
was  my  accufation  circumftanced^  Strap,  indeed,  had  la- 
boured to  jullify  me  to  the  fclroolmafter : but,  far  from 
fucceeding  in  his  attempt,  Mr.  Concordance  dropt  all 
correfpondence  with  him,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  quit  his 
connexion  with  me. — Things  being  in  this  fituation,  I 
thought  a fairer  opportunity  of  vindicating  my  charac- 
ter could  not  offer,  than  that  which  now  prefented  itfelf. 

I — I therefore  ftipulated  witj?  Mrs.  Gawky,  that,  before 
I would  yield  her  the  leaft  afliftance,  (he  (hotdd  do  me 
the  juftice  to  clear  my  reputation,  by  explaining  on  oath, 
before  a magiftrate,  the  whole  of  the  confpiracy,  as  it 
had  been  executed  againlt  me. — When  (lie  had  given  me 
this  fatisfaftion,  I prefented  her  with  five  guineas,  a fum 
fo  much  above  her  expeftation,  that  (he  could  fcarce  be- 
lieve the  evidence  of  her  fenfes,  and  was  ready  to  wor- 
fliip  me  for  my  benevolence. — The  declaration,  figned 
with  her  own  hand,  I fent  to  her  father,  who,  upon  re- 
colleiling  and  comparing  the  circumftances  of  my  charge, 
was  convinced  of  my  ihtegrity,  and  waited  on  me  next 
day,  in  company  with  his  friend  the  fchoolmafter,  to 

whom  he  had  communicated  my  vindication. After 

mutual  falutation,  Monfieur  Lavement  began  a long 
apology  for  the  unjuft  treatment  I had  received  ; but  I 
laved  him  a good  deal  of  breath,  by  interrupting  his  ha- 
rangue, and  afifuring  him,  that,  far  from  entertaining  a 
refentment  againft  him,  I thought  myfelf  obliged  to  his 
lenity,  which  allowed  me  to  elcape,  after  fuch  ftrong 
prefumptions  of  guilt  appeared  againft  me.  Mr.  Con- 
cordance thinking  it  now  his  turn  to  fpeak,  obferved, 
that  Mr.  Random  had  too  much  candour  and  fagacity  to 
be  difobliged  at  their  conduft,  which,  all  things  con- 
fi.ltred,  could  not  have  been  otherwife,  with  any  ho- 
refty  of  intention.  “ Indeed,  (laid  he,)  if  the  plot  had 
been  unravelled  to  us  by  any  fupernatural  intelligence; 
if  it  had  been  whifpered  by  a genie,  communicated  by  a 
dream,  or  revealed  by, an  angel  from  on  high,  wc(houId 
liave  been  to  blame  in  crediting  occular  dcmonltration  ; 
— but  as  we  were  left  in  themidft  of  mortality,  it  cannot 
be  expeclcd  we  (liould  be  incapable  of  imjwfiriou. — I do 

ad'ure 
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affure  you,  Mr.  Random,  no  man  on  earth  is  more  pkafed 
than  I am  at  this  triumph  of  your  chara6fer  j and  as  the 
news  of  your  misfortune  panged  me  to  the  very  entrails, 
this  manifelfation  of  your  innocence  makes  my  midriff 
quiver  with  joy." — I thanked  him  for  liis  concern,  de- 
fined them  to  undeceive  thofe  of  their  acquaintance  who 
judged  harftly  of  me,  and  having  treated  them  with  a 
glals  of  wine,  reprelented  to  Lavement  the  deplorable 
condition  of  his  daughter,  and  pleaded  her  eaufe  lb 
effeaually,  that  he  conl'ented  to  fettle  a fmall  annuity  on 
her  for  life ; but  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  take  her 
home,  becaufe  her  mother  was  Co  much  incenfed  that  Ihe 
would  never  lee  her. 

CHAP,  XVI. 

I pur  chafe  nenv  Cloaths Reprimand  Strut^^ell  and 

Straddle Banter  proposes  another  Matrimonial  Scheme 

I / accept  of  bis  ’Terms Set  out  for  Bath  in  a Stape 

\ Coach,  nxnth  the  young  Lady  and  her  Mother- The  Be- 

I hanjiour  of  an  Operand  Lanxyer,  our  Fellonsj  Traevellers^ 

I defenbed A fmart  Dialogue  beHo'een  my  Miflrefs  and 

the  Captain. 


TTAVING  finilhed  this  affair  to  my  fatisfaflion,  I 
found  myfeh  perfeftly  at  eafe,  and  looking  upon 
the  gaming-table  as  a certain  relburce  for  a gentleman 
in  want,  became  more  gay  than  ever. — Although  my 
cloaths  were  almoft  as  good  as  new,  I grew  alhamed  of 
wearing  them,  becaufe  I thought  every  body,  by  this 

time,  had  got  an  inventory  of  my  wardrobe. For 

which  reafon,  I difpofed  of  a good  part  of  my  apparel 
toaialelman  in  Monmouth- ftreet,  for  half  the  value, 
aiul  bought  two  new  luits  with  the  money.  I llkewife 
pui  chafcd  a plain  gold  watch,  defpairing  of  recovering 
that  which  I had  fo  loolilhly  given  to  Strutwell,  whom, 
notwiihftanding,  I ftiH  continued  to  vifit  at  his  levee, 
until  the  a^mbaffador  he  had  mentioned  fet  out  with  a 
Jecretary  of  his  own  choofing.— I thought  myfelf  then 
at  liberty  to  expollulate  with  his  lordlhip,  whom  I 

vvith  yam  hopes,  when  he  neither  had  the  power  nor  in- 
clination to  provide  tor  me~Nor  was  I lefs  referved 


with 
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with  Straddle,  whom  I in  perfon  reproached  for  mlfie-  i 
prefenting  to  me  the  charaaer  of  Strutwell,  which  I I 
did  not  Icruple  to  aver  was  infamous  in  every  lefpect.  ,| 

He  feemed  very  much  enraged  at  my  freedom,  talked  j 
a great  deal  about  his  quality  and  honour,  and  began  to  ji 
make  fome  comparifons  which  I thought  fo  injurious  to  : 
mine,  that  I demanded  an  explanation  with  great  |i 
warmth ; and  he  was  mean  enough  to  equivocate,  and 
condefeend  in  fuch  a manner,  that  I left  him  with  a 
hearty  contempt  of  his  behaviour.  i 

About  this  time,  Banter,  who  had  obferved  a fur-  ; 
prifing  and  fudden  alteration  in  my  appearance  and  dif- 
pofition,  began  to  enquire  very  minutely  into  the  caufe ; 
and,  as  I did  not  think  fit  to  let  him  know  the  true  (late  ^ 

of  the  affair,  left  he  might  rnake  free  with'  my  purie,  on  j 

the  ftrength  of  having  propofed  the  fcheme  that  filled  it,  , 

I told  him  that  I had  received  a fmall  fupply  from  a re-  j 

lation  in  the  country,  who  at  the  fame  time  had  pro-  , 

mifed  to  ufe  all  his  intereft  (which  was  not  fmall)  in  fo- 
liciting  fome  poll  for  me  that  (hould  make  me  eafy  for 

life. “ If  that  be  the  cafe  (laid  Banter)  perhaps  you 

won’t  care  to  mortify  yourfelf  a little,  in  making  your  . 
fortune  another  way.  I have  a relation  who  is  to  let  | 
out  for^  Bath  next  week,  with  an  only  daughter,  who, 
being  fickly  and  decrepit,  intends  to  drink  the  waters  ; 
for  the  recoverj'  of  lier  health. — Her  father,  who  was  a 
rich  Turkey  merchant,  died  about  a year  ago,  and  left 
her  with  a fortune  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  under 
the  foie  managernent  of  her  mother,  who  is  my  kinf- 
vvoman.  I would  have  put  in  for  the  plate  myfelf,  but 
there  is  a breach  at  prefent  between  the  old  woman  and 

nie. You  muft  know,  that  fome  time  ago  I borrowed 

a fmall  fum  of  her,  and  promifed,  it  feems,  to  pay  it  ,, 
before  a certain  time ; but  being  difappointed  in  my  ex-  ^ 
peaation  of  money  from  the  country,  the  day  elapfed,  ! 
without  my  being  able  to  take  up  my  note ; upon  which  ’ 
(lie  wrote  a peremptory  letter,  threatening  to  an  eft  me,  j 

if  I did  not  pay  the  debt  immediately.  Nettled  at  this  v 

precil'e  behaviour,  I fent  a damn’d  level  e anfwei,  which 
enraged  her  fo  much,  that  (lie  aflually  took  out  a "'t't 
° againlt 
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againft  me. — Whereupon,  finding  the  tiling  grow  leri- 
ous,  I got  a friend  to  advance  the  money  for  me,  dif- 
charged  the  debt,  went  to  iier  houfe,  and  abufed  her  for 
lier  unfriendly  dealing. — She  was  provoked  by  my  re- 
proaches, and  fcoided  in  her  turn.  The  little  deformed 
urchin  joined  her  mother  with  fuch  virulence  and  volu- 
bility ot  tongue,  that  I was  fain  to  make  my  retreat, 
after  having  been  honoured  with  a great  many  I'canda- 
lous  epithets,  which  gave  me  plainly  to  underftand,  that 
I had  nothing  to  hope  from  the  eftecm  of  the  one,  or 
the  affcftion  of  the  other. — As  they  are  both  utter 
ftrangers  to  life,  it  is  a thoufand  to  one  but  the  girl  will  be 
picked  up  by  fome  fcoundrel  or  other  at  Bath,  if  I don’t 
provide  for  her  otherwife.— You  are  a well  looking  fel- 
low, Random,  and  can  behave  as  demurely  as  a quaker. 
Now,  if  you  will  give  me  an  obligration  for  five  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  paid  fix  months  aftei-  your  marriage,  I 
will  put  you  in  a method  of  carrying  her  in  fpite  of  all 
oppofition.” 

This  propofal  was  too  advantageous  forme  to  be  re- 
fufed  : The  writing  was  immediately  drawn  up  and  exe- 
cuted ; and  Banter  giving  me  notice  of  the  time  when, 
and  the  ftage  coach  in  which  they  were  to  let  our,  I 
belpoke  a place  in  the  lame  convenience,  and,  having 
hired  a hori'e  for  Strap,  who  was  charmed  with  the  pro- 
Ipeft,  fet  forward  accordingly. 

As  we  emb.aiked  before  day,  I had  not  the  pleafure 
for  fome  time  of  feeing  Mifs  Snapper  (that  was  the  name 
of  my  miftrefs)  nor  even  of  perceiving  the  number  and 
fex  of  my  fellownravellers,  although  I guelTed  that  tl;e 
coach  was  full,  by  the  difficulty  I found  in  feaiing  my- 
fclf- — The  firft  five  minutes  pafiTed  in  a general  filence, 
when,  all  of  a fudden,  the  coach  heeling  to  one  fide,  a 
boifterous  voice  pronounced,  “ To  the  right  and  left, 
cover  your  flanks,  damme!  whiz!”  I eafily  difeovered, 
by  the  tone  and  matter  of  this  exclamation,  that  it  was 
uttered  by  a ibn  of  Mars.  Neither  was  it  hard  to  con- 
ceive the  profelfion  of  another  perfon  who  fat  oppofite  to 
me,  and  obferved,  that  we  ouglit  to  have  been  well  falis- 
fieJ  of  the  fecurity,  before  we  entered  upon  thepremifes. 

— Thefc- 
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—Thefe  two  fallies  had  not  the  defired  efFea.  We  con- 
tinued a good  while  as  mute  as  before,  till  at  length, 
the  gentleman  of  thefword,  impatient, of  longer  f.lence, 
made  a fecond  effort,  by  fwearing  hehad  got  into  a meet- 
ing of  Quakers. — I believe  fo  too,  (laid  a fhnll  female 
voice,  at  my  left  hand,)  for  the  fnirit  of  folly  begins  to 

j„ove.” “ Out  with  it  then,  Madam,”  (replied  the 

foldier  ) “ You  feem  to  have  no  occafion  for  a midwife,” 

(cried  the  lady.)— “ D—n  my  blood  1 (exclaimed  the 

other.)  a man  can’t  talk  to  a w'oman,  but  fhe  irr.n^di- 
ately  thinks  of  a midwife.” — “ Time,  Sir,  (faid  (he.) 
I lon«r  tobedelivered.”— “ What  1 of  a moule.  Madam? 


Madam  cried  the  officer,)—”  I wifh  I could  with  any 
iuftice  return  the  compliment,”  (faid  the  lady.)-— 

« Zounds,  I have  done,”  (laid  he)—”  Your  bolt  is 
foon  ffiot,  according  to  the  old  proverb,”  (laid  flie.)— 
The  warrior’s  powder  was  quite  fpent ; the  lawyer  ad- 
vifed  him  to  drop  the  profecution  }.  and  a grave  matron, 
who  fat  on  the  left  hand  of  the  viaorious  wit,  told  her, 
Ihe  mull  not  let  her  tongue  run  fofaft  among  ftrangtrs. 
This  reprimand,  foftened  with  the  appellation  ot  chU, 
convinced  me  that  the  fatirical  lady  was  no  other  than 
Mils  Snapper,  and  I relblved  to  regulate  my  conduCl  ac- 
cordingly. The  champion,  finding  himlelf  lo  fmartly 
handled,  changed  his  battery,  and  began  to  expatiate  on 

his  own  exploits ” You  talk  offhot,  Madam,  (laid 

he  ) Damme  ! I have  both  given  and  received  lome  lliot 
in  my  time— I was  wounded  in  the  flioulderby  a pilto! 

ball  at  Dettingen,  where 1 fay  nothing— but  by 

qt  if  it  had  not  been  for  me — all's  one  for  tnat — 

T delpife  boafting,  d— me  1 whiz  — So  laying,  he 

whiffled  one  part,  and  hummed  another,  ot  the  lilack 
7oke  • then  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  lawyer,  went  on 
thus  • ” wouldn't  you  think  it  damn’d  hard,  after  ha\  - 
ing,  at  the  rifk  of  your  life,  recovered  the  ftandard  of 
a revlmenr,  that  had  been  loft,  to  receive  no  preferment 
for  your  pains  ? I don't  choole  to  name  no  names,  fink 
‘ me ' 
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me!  but  howfomever,  this  I will  refer,  by  G — d,  and 
that  is  this : a inufqueteer  of  the  French  guards,  hav- 
ing taken  a ftandard  from  a certain  cornet  of  a certain 
regiment,  damme ! was  retreating  with  the  prize  as  fad 
as  his  horfe's  heels  could  carry  him,  link  me!  Upon 
I which,  I fnatched  up  a firelock  that  belonged  to  a dead 

I man,  damme ! whiz  I and  [hot  his  horfe  under  him, 

I d — n my  blood  ! The  fellow  got  upon  his  feet,  and  be- 

j gan  to  oppofe  me,  upon  which  I charged  my  bayonet 

t bread  high,  and  ran  him  through  the  body,  by  G — d ! - 

I —One  of  his  comrades  coming  to  his  afiidance,  (hot  me 

! in  the  fhoulder,  as  I told  you  before ; and  another  gave 

I me  a contufion  on  the  head  with  the  butt  end  of  his  car- 

1 bine  ; but,  damnte,  that  did  not  fignify.  I killed  one, 

I put  the  other  to  flight,  and,  taking  up  the  dandard, 

I carried  it  off  very  deliberately. — But  the  bed  joke  of  all 

was,  the  foil  of  a b — ch  of  a cornet,  who  had  furren- 
I dered  it  in  a cowardly  manner,  leeing  it  in  my  pofleflion, 

demanded  it  from  me,  in  the  front  of  the  line. — “ D n 

my  blood  (fays  he)  where  did  you  find  my  dandard  ?” 
(fays  he.)— ”D— n my  blood  (faid  I)  where  (faid  I) 
did  you  lofe  it?”  (faid  I.) — “ That’s  nothing  to  you, 

, (fays  he;)  ’tis  my  ftandard,  (fays  he,)  and,  by  G— d, 
j I’ll  have  it,”  (fays  he.) — “ D — n — tion  feize  me,  (fays 
I I,(  if  you  lhall,  (lays  I,)  till  I have  firft  delivered  it  to 
the  general,  (lays  I ;)  and  accordingly  I went  to  the 
head  quarters,  after  the  battle,  and  delivered  it  to  my 
Lord  Stair,  who  promifed  to  do  for  me ; but  I am  no 
more  than  a poor  lieutenant  ftill,  d — n my  blood.” 

Having  vented  this  repetition  of  expletives,  the  lawyer 
owned  he  had  not  been  requited  according  to  his  deferts  ; 
obferved,  that  the  labourer  is  always  worthy  of  his  hire, 
and  alkeJ  if  the  promile  was  made  before  witnefles,  be- 
caufe  in  that  cafe  the  law  would  compel  the  General  to 
perform  it ; — but  underftanding  that  the  promile  was 
made  over  a bottle,  without  being  reftriefed  to  time  or 
terms,  he  pronounced  it  net  valid  in  law,  proceeded  to 
enquire  into  the  particulars  of  the  battle,  and  affirmed, 
that,  although  the  Englifli  had  drawn  themlelves  into  a 
premunire  at  firft,  the  French  managed  their  caufe  lb 
VoL,  II.  jq  lamely 
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lamely  in  the  courfe  of  the  difpute,  that  they  would 
have  been  utterly  nonfuited,  had  they  not  obtained  a 
ftoli  profequi. — In  fpite  of  thefe  enlivening  touches,  the 
converfation  was  like  to  fuffer  another  long  interruption ; 
when  the  lieutenant,  unwilling  to  conceal  any  of  his  ac- 
complifhments,  that  could  be  difplayed  in  his  prefent 
fituation,  offered  to  regale  the  company  with  a fong; 
and  interpreting  ourfilence  into  a defire  of  hearing,  began 
to  warble  a faftiionable  air,  the  lirft  ftanza  of  which  be 
pronounced  thus : 

“ Would  you  talk  the  moon  ty’d  hair, 

To  yon  flagrant  beau  repair ; 

Where,  waving  with  the  popling  vow. 

The  bantling  fine  will  flieker  you,  &c.” 

The  fenfe  of  the  reft  he  perveited  as  he  went  on,  with 
fuch  furprifing  facility,  that  I could  not  help  thinking 
he  had  b.en  at  Tome  pains  to  burlefque  the  performance. 
— Mifs  Snapper  afcribed  it  to  the  true  caufe,  namely, 
ignorance;  and,  when  he  aflced  her  how  (he  relilhed  his 
mufic,  anfwered,  that,  in  her  opinion,  the  mufic  and  the 
words  were  much  of  a piece. — “ O,  d — n my  blood  ! 
(faid  he)  I take  that  as  a high  compliment ; for  every 
body  allows  the  words  are  damnable  fine.” — “ They 
may  be  fo,  ^replied  the  lady,)  for  ought  I know;  but 
they  are  above  my  comprehenhon.” — “ I an’t  obliged 
to  .find  you  comprehenfion.  Madam,  curfeme!”  (cried 
he.) — “ No,  nor  to  fpeak  fenfe  neither,”  (faid  (lie.) — 
“ D — n my  heart  (laid  he)  I’ll  fpeak  what  I pleafe.” 
-i-Here  the  lawyer  interpofed,  by  telling  him,  there  were 
Ibme  things  he  muft  not  fpeak. — And  upon  being  defied 
to  give  an  inftance,  mentioned  Treafon  and  Defamation. 

“ As  for  the  king,  (cried  the  folilier,)  God  blefs  him 

-I  eat  his  bread,  and  have  loft  blood  in  his  caufe, 

therefore  I have  nothing  to  fay  to  him — but,  by  G — d,  I 
dare  fay  any  thing  to  any  other  man.” — No,  (faid 
the  lawyer,)  you  dare  not  call  me  a rogue.” — “ Damme, 
for  why?”  (faid  the  other.) — “ Becaufe  (leplicd  the 
counfellor)  I ftiould  have  a good  ailion  againft  you,  and 

recover.’’ 
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recover.”— Well,  well,  (cried  the  officer,)  if  I dare 
not  call  you  rogue,  I dare  think  you  one,  damme  . 
This  ftroke  of  wit  he  accompanied  with  a loud  laugh 
of  fclf-approbation,  wliich  unluckily  did  not  affefl  the 
audience,  but  effeftually  filenced  his  antagonift,  who 
did  not  open  his  mouth  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  except 
to  clear  his  pipes  with  three  hems,  which,  however, 
produced  nothing. 

CHAP.  XVII. 

Day  breaking,  I have  the  Pleafure  of  a/ieoving  the  Per- 

fon  of  Mi fs  Snapper,  auhom  I had  not  feen  before The 

Soldier  is  axsitty  upon  me Is  offended,  talks  much  of  his 

Valour Is  reprimanded  ly  a graaie  Gentleaxioman 

IVe  are  alarmed  with  the  Cry  of  Highwaymen 1 get 

out  of  the  Coach And  jland  on  my  own  Defence 

^hy  ride  off,  without  haaiing  attacked  us 1 purfue 

them One  of  them  is  thrown  from  his  Horfe  and  taken 

1 return  to  the  Coach Am  complimented  by  dlifs 

Snapper The  Captain's  Behaaiiour  on  this  Occajion — 

^Tbe  Prude  reproaches  me  in  a So.ilcquy 1 upbraid 

her  in  the  fame  Manner — The  Beha  viour  of  Mrs-  nap- 

per  at  Breakfajl  difobliges  me The  Lawyer  is  witty 

upon  the  Off.cer,  who  threatens  him. 

JN  the  mean  time,  day  breaking  upon  us,  difeovered 
to  one  another  the  faces  of  their  fello-.v-travell*  rs  ; 
and  I had  the  good  fortune  to  find  my  mlftiefs  not  quite 
fo  deformed  nor  dilagreeable  as  flie  had  been  reprelented 
to  me. — Her  head,  indeed,  bore  fome  refemblance  to  a 
hatchet,  the  edge  being  reprefented  by  her  face  ; but  ffie 
had  a certain  delicacy  in  her  complexion,  and  a great 
deal  of  vivacity  in  her  eyes,  which  were  very  large  and 
black ; and,  though  the  protuberance  of  her  breaft, 
when  confidered  alone,  feemed  to  drag  her  forwards,  it 
was  eafy  to  perceive  an  equivalent  on  her  back,  which 
balanced  the  other,  and  kept  her  body  in  equilibrio— 
On  the  whole,  I thought  I fhould  have  great  realon  to 
congratulate  myfelf,  if  it  fhould  be  my  fate  to  poffefs 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  incumbered  with  fuch  a wife. 
I began  therefore  to  deliberate  about  the  moll  probable 
means  of  acquiring  the  conqueft,  and  was  lb  much  en- 
N z groffed 
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gioded  by  this  idea,  that  I fcarce  took  any  notice  of  the 
left  of  the  people  in  the  coach,  but  revolved  my  profpeft 
in  lilence  ; while  the  converfation  was  maintained  as  be- 
, fore,  by  the  obje£l  of  my  hopes,  the  fon  of  Mars  and 
the  barrifter,  who  by  this  time  had  recollefVed  himfelf 

and  talked  in  terms  as  much  as  ever. At  length  a 

difpute  happened,  which  ended  in  a wager,  to  be  deter- 
mined by  me,who  was  fo  much  abforped  in  contemplation ; 
that  I neither  heard  the  reference  nor  the  queftion  which 
was  put  to  me  by  each  in  his  turn.  Affronted  at  my 
fuppoled  contempt,  thefoldier,  with  great  vociferation, 
fvvore,  I was  either  dumb  or  deaf,  if  not  both,  and  that 
I looked  as  if  I could  not  fay  Boh  to  a goefe. — Aroufed 
at  this  obfervation,  I fixed  my  eyes  upon  him,  and  pro- 
nounced with  emphafis,  the  interjeftion  Boh!  Upon 
which  he  cocked  his  hat  in  a fierce  manner,  and  cried, 

“ Damme,  Sir,  what  d’ye  mean  by  that?” Had  I 

intended  toanfwer  him,  which,  by  the  bye,  was  not  my 
defign,  I fhould  have  been  anticipated  by  Mifs,  who  told 
him,  my  meaning  was  to  fhew  that  I could  cry  Boh  ! to 
a goofe;  and  laughed  very  heartily  at  my  laconic  reproof. 
— Her  explanation  and  mirth  did  not  help  to  appeai'e  his 
wrath,  which  broke  out  in  feveral  martial  infinuations ; 

fuch  as “ I do  not  undeiftand  fuch  freedoms,  damme ! 

■ D — n my  blood ! I’m  a gentleman,  and  bear  the 

king’s  commilfion — ’Sblood ! fome  people  deferve  to 
have  their  nofes  pulled  fortheirimpertinence.”— Ithought 
to  have  checked  thefe  ejaculations  by  a frown  ; becaufe 
he  had  talked  fo  much  of  his  valour,  that  I had  long  ago 
rated  him  an  afs  in  a lion’s  Ikin ; but  this  expedient  did 
not  anfwer  my  expefVation  ; he  took  umbrage  at  the  con- 
traflion  of  my  brows,  fwore  he  did  not  value  my  fulky 
look  a fig’s  end,  and  protefted  he  feared  no  man  breath- 
ing.— Mifs  Snapper  laid,  flie  was  very  glad  to  find  her- 
felf  in  company  with  a man  of  fo  much  courage,  who, 
file  did  not  doubt,  would  proteft  us  all  from  the  attempts 
of  highwaymen  during  our  journey. — “ Make  yourlelf 
perfedly  eafy  on  that  head.  Madam,  (replied  the  officer;) 
I have  got  a pair  of  piftols  (here  they  arc)  which  I took 
from  a horfc  officer  at  the  battle  of  Dettingen — they  are 

double 
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double  loaded  ; and  it'  any  highwayman  in  England  robs 
you,  of  the  value  of  a pin,  while  I have  the  honour  of 
being  in  your  company,  d — n my  heart.” — Wiien  he 
had  expretied  himfelf  in  this  manner,  a prim  gentlewo- 
man, who  had  fat  filent  hitherto,  opened  her  mouth, 
and  I'aid,  fhe  wondered  how  any  man  could  be  fo  ru  le  as 

to  pull  out  I'uch  weapons  before  ladies. “ Dim  ne. 

Madam,  (cried  the  champion,)  if  you  are  lb  much  alraid 
at  fight  of  a piftol,  how  d’ye  propofe  to  Hand  fire,  if 
there  (hould  be  occafion.” — She  *hen  told  him,  that  it  (he 
thought  he  could  be  fo  unmannei  ,^  as  to  ufc  fire-arms  in 
her  piefence,  whatever  might  be  the  occafion.  Hie  would 
get  out  of  the  coach  immediately,'  and  walk  to  the  next 
village,  where  fhe  might  procure  a convenience  to  hcr- 
felf. — Before  he  could  make  any  anfwer,  my  Diilcinea 
interpofed,  and  oblerved,  that,  far  from  being  offended 
at  a gentleman’s  ufing  his  arms  in  his  own  defence,  flie 
thought  herfelf  very  lucky  in  being  along  with  one  by 
vvhofe  valour  (lie  ftood  a good  diaiice  of  faving  herfelf 
from  being  rifled.-— The  prude  calf  a difdainful  look  at 
Mifs,  and  laid,  that  people  who  have  but  little  to  lofe, 

are  fometimes  the  moft  felicitous  about  preferving  it 

The  old  lady  was  affronted  at  this  inuendo,  and  took 
notice,  that  people  ought  to  be  very  well  informed  be- 
fore they  fpeak  flightingly  of  other  people’s  fortunes,  left 
they  difeover  their  own  envy,  and  make  themlelves  ridi- 
culous. Thedaughterdeclared,  that  fli«  did  not  pretend  to 
vie-  with  any  body  in  point  of  riches ; and  if  the  lady, 
who  infifted  upon  non-reliftance,  would  promife  to  in- 
demnify us  all  for  the  lofs  we  fhould  fuftain,  Ihe  would 
be  one  of  the  firll  to  perfuade  the  captain  to  fubmilfion, 
in  cale  we  Ihould  be  attacked. — To  this  propofal,  rea- 
fonable  as  it  was,  the  referved  lady  made  no  other  reply, 

than  a fcornful  glance,  and  a tofs  of  her  head. 1 was 

very  well  pleafed  with  the  fpirit  of  my  miftrefs  ; and  even 
wilhed'for  an  opportunity  of  dillinguifliing  my  courage 
under  her  eye,  which  I believed  could  not  fail  of  pre- 
polfcffing  her  in  my  favour;  when,  all  of  a fudden. 
Strap  rode  up  to  the  coach-door,  and  told  us  in  a great 
fright,  that  two  men  on  horfeback  were  crolTing  the 
N 3 heath 
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heath  (for  by  this  time  we  had  pafled  Hourifiow,)  and 
made  direftly  towards  us.  This  piece  of  information 
was  no  fooner  delivered,  than  Mrs.  Snapper  began  to 
feream,  her  daughter  grew  pale,  the  other  lady  pulled 
out  her  purfe  to  he  in  readinefs,  the  lawyer’s  teeth  chat- 
tered, while  he  pronounced,  “ ’Tis  no  matter — we’ll  fue 
the  county,  and  recover,” — The  captain  gave  evident 
figns  of  confufion;  and  I,  after  having  commanded  the 
coachman  to  flop,  opened  the  door,  jumped  out,  and  in- 
vited the  warrior  to  follow  me. — But  finding  him  back- 
wani  and  aftoniftied,  I took  his  piftols,  and,  giving 
them  to  Strap,  who  had  by  this  time  alighted,  and  trem- 
bled very  much,  I mounted  on  horfeback  5 and"  taking 
my  own  (which  I could  better  depend  upon)  from  the 
hoKters,  cocked  them  both,  and  faced  the  robbers,  who 
were  now  very  near  us. — Seeing  me  ready  to  oppofe  them 
on  horleback,  and  another  man  armed  afoot,  they  made 
a halt  at  fome  diftance  to  reconnoitre  us,  and,  after  hav- 
ing rode  round  us  twice,  myfelf  fiill  facing  about  as 
they  rode,  went  off  the  fame  way  they  came,  at  a hand 
gallop.  A gentleman’s  fervant  coming  up  with  a horfe 
at  the  fame  time,  I offered  him  a crotvn  to  aflift  me  in 
puifuing  them,  which  he  no  fooner  accepted,  than  I 
armed  him  with  the  officer’s  piftols,  and  we  galloped 
after  the  thieves,  who,  trufting  to  the  fwiftnefs  of  their 
horfes,  ftopped  till  we  came  within  (hot  of  them,  and 
then  firing  at  us,  put  tlteir  nags  to  the  full  fpeed. — We 
followed  them  as  faft  as  our  beafts  could  carry’  us,  but, 
not  being  lb  well  mounted  as  they,  our  eftoi  ts  would 
have  been  to  little  purpofe,  had  not  the  horfe  of* one  of 
them  ftumbled,  and  thrown  his  ruler  with  fuch  violence 
over  his  head,  that  he  lay  fenfelefs,  when  we  came  up, 
and  was  taken  without  the  leaft  oppofition  while  his 
comrade  confulted  his  own  fafety  in  flight,  without  re- 
garding tlie  diftrefs  of  his  friend.  We  fcarce  had  time 
to  make  ourfelves  mafters  of  his  arms,  and  tie  his  hands 
together,  before  lie  recovered  his  fenfes  ; when,  learning 
bis  fituation,  he  affe6fed  furprife,  demanded  to  know  by 
what  aiuhoriiy  we  ufed  a gentleman  in  that  manner,  and 
bad  the  impudence  to  threaten  us  with  a profecution  tor 

robbery. 
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robbery. — In  the  mean  time  we  perceived  Strap  coming 
up  with  a crowd  of  people,  armed  witli  ditferent  kinds 
of  weapons ; and  among  the  relt  a farmer,  who  no  Iboner 
perceived  the  tliiet  whom  we  had  feenred,  than  he  cried 
with  great  emotion,  “ There’s  the  fellow  who  robbed 
me  an  hour  ago,  of  twenty  pounds  in  a canvafs  bag.” 

He  was  immediately  learched,  and  the  money  found 

cxaftly  as  it  had  been  deferibed  : Upon  which,  we  com- 
mitted him  to  the  charge  of  the  countryman,  who  car- 
ried him  to  the  town  of  Honnflow,  which  it  feems  the 
farmer  had  alarmed : and  I,  having  fatisfied  the  foot- 
man for  his  trouble,  according  to  promile,' returned  with 
Strap  to  the  coach,  where  I found  the  captain  and  law- 
yer biify  in  adminiftering  linelling  bottles  and  cordials 
to  the  grave  lady,  who  had  gone  into  a fit  at  the  hoife 
of  the  firing. 

When  I had  taken  my  feat,  Mifs  Snapper,  who  from 
the  coach  had  feen  every  thing  that  happened,  made  me 
a compliment  on  my  behaviour,  and  faid,  (he  was  glad 
to  fee  me  returned,  without  having  receiveii  any  injury. 
Her  mother  too  owned  herfelf  obliged  to  my  rclblution  ; 
and  the  lawyer  told  me,  that  I was  entitled  by  aft  of 
parliament  to  a reward  of  forty  pounds,  for  having  ap- 
prehended a highwayman. — The  foldier  obferved,  with 
a countenance  in  which  impudence  and  fiiame  ftruggling, 
produced  fome  diforder,  that  if  I had  not  been  in  fuch 
a damned  hurry  to  get  out  of  the  coach,  he  would  have 
fecured  the  rogues  effeftually,  without  all  this  buftle  and 
lofs  of  time,  by  a fcheme,  which  my  heat  and  precipi- 
tation ruined. — “ For  my  own  parr,  (ciintinued  he,)  I 
am  always  extremely  cool  on  rhefe  occalions.” — “ So  it 
appeared,  by  your  trembling,”  (faid  the  young  lady.) 
— “ Death  and  damnation,  (cried  he,)  your  (ex  pro- 
tefts  you,  Madam:  if  any  man  on  earth  durft  tell  me 
fo  much.  I'd  fend  him  to  hell,  d — n my  heart ! in  an 
inftant'” — So  faying,  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  irre,  and 
alkod  if  1 had  (een  him  tremble?” — I aniwered,  with- 
out helitation,  “ Yes.”  “ Damme,  Sir,  (faid  he,) d'ye 
doubt  my  courage?” — I replied,  “ Very  mucli.” — This 
declaration  quite  difeonctrted  him.  He  looked  black, 

and 
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and  pronounced  with  a faultering  voice,  “ 01  ’tis  verj 

well— d n my  blood ! I ftiall  find  a time.” — I figni- 

fied  my  contempt  of  him,  by  thrufting  my  tongue  in  my 
cheek,  which  humbled  him  lb  much,  that  he  fcarce  fwore 
another  oath  aloud  during  the  whole  journey. 

The  precife  lady,  having  recruited  her  i'pirits  by  the 
help  of  fome  ftrong  waters,  began  a foliloquy,  in  which 
fhe  wondered  that  any  man,  who  pretended  to  maintain 
the  charafter  of  a gentleman,  could,  for  the  fake  of  a 
little  paultry  coin,  throw  perfons  of  honour  into  fuch 
quandaries  as  might  endanger  their  lives  ; and  profefled 
her  furprife  that  women  were  not  alhamed  to  cpmmend  , 
fuch  brutality.  At  the  fame  time  vowing,  that,  for  the' 
future,  file  would  never  fet  a foot  in  a ftage  coach,  if  a 
private  convenience  could  be  had  for  love  or  money. 

Nettled  at  her  remark,  I took  the  fame  method  of 
conveying  my  fentimeuts,  and  wondered  in  my  tuni,  that 
any  woman  of  common  fenfe,  fliould  be  fo  unreafonable 
as  to  expe£l  that  people,  who  had  neither  acquaintance 
ijor  connexion  with  her,  would  tamely  allow  themfelves 
to  be  robbed  and  mal-treated,  merely  to  indulge  her  ca- 
pricious humour.  I likewife  confefTcd  my  aftonilhment 
at  her  infolence  and  ingratitude  in  taxing  a perfon  with 
brutality,  who  deferved  her  approbation  and  acknow- 
ledgment ; and  vowed,  that  it  Ihe  (hould  be  alTaulted 
again,  I would  leave  her  to  the  mercy  of  the  fpoiler, 
that  Ihe  might  know  the  value  of  my  proteftion. 

This  perfon  of  honour  did  not  think  fit  to  carry  on  the 
altercation  any  further,  but  fcemed  to  chew  the  cud  of 
her  refentment,  with  the  crelt- fallen  captain,  while  I 
entered  into  difcourfe  with  my  charmer,  who  was  the 
more  plealed  with  my  converfation,  as  fhe  h.ad  conceived 
a very  indifferent  opinion  of  my  intellefts  from  my  for- 
mer filence.  I fliould  have  had  caufe  to  be  equally  fatis- 
fied  with  the  fprightlincfs  of  her  genius,  could  fhe  have 
curbed  her  imagination  with  judgment ; but  fhe  laboured 
under  fuch  a profufion  of  talk,  that  1 dreaded  her  unruly 
tongue,  and  felt  by  anticipation  the  horrors  of  an  eter- 
nal clack  I However,  when  I confidered  the  joys  at- 
tending th«  pofirflion  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  f 
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forgot  her  imperfeftions,  feized  occafion  by  the  fore- 
lock, anil  endeavoured  to  infinuate  myl’elf  into  her  af- 
fcftion. — The  careful  mother  kept  a Itrift  watch  over 
her;  and  though  (lie  could  not  help  behaving  civilly  to 
me,  took  frequent  opportunities  of  difcouraging  our 
communication,  by  reprimanding  her  for  being  fo  free 
vvith  Grangers,  and  telling  her  Ihe  mull  learn  to  I'peak 
lefs,  and  think  more. — Abridged  of  the  ufe  of  fpeech, 
we  converfed  with  our  eyes,  and  I found  the  young  lady 
very  eloquent  in  this  kind  of  difcourfe.  In  fliort,  I had 
reaibn  to  believe  that  (he  was  fick  of  the  old  gentlewo- 
man’s tuition,  and  that  I Ihould  find  it  no  difficult  mat- 
ter to  fuperfede  her  authority. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  'Jilace  where  we  were  to  break- 
fall,  I alighted,  and  helped  my  millrels  out  ot  the  coach, 
as  well  as  her  mother,  who  called  for  a private  room, 
to  which  they  withdrew,  in  order  to  eat  by  themfelves-. 
As  they  retired  together,  I perceived  that  Mifs  had  got 
more  twills  from  nature  than  I had  before  oblerved  ; 
for  Ihe  was  bent  lideways,  in  the  figure  of  an  S,  lb  that 

her  progreffion  very  much  relembled  that  of  a crab 

The  prude  alib  chol'e  the  captain  for  her  mefs-mate,  and 
ordered  breakfall  for  two  only  to  be  brought  into  ano- 
ther feparate  room ; while  the  lawyer  and  I,  delerted 
by  the  reft  of  the  company,  were  fain  to  put  up  with 
each  other.  I was  a good  deal  chagrined  at  the  ftately 
relerve  of  Mrs.  Snapper,  who  I thought  did  not  ufe  me 
with  all  the  complail'ance  I deferved  ; and  my  companion 
■declared,  he  had  been  a traveller  for  twenty  years,  and 
never  knew  the  ftage  coach  rales  fo  much  infringed  be- 
fore. As  for  the  honourable  gentlewoman,  I could  not 
■conceive  the  meaning  of  her  attachment  to  the  lieutenant ; 
tand  alked  the  lawyer  if  he  knew  for  which  of  the  foldier’s 
‘ virtues  flie  admired  him ! The  counlellor  facetioully 
jreplied,  I luppol'e  the  lady  knOws  him  to  be  an  able 
■ conveyancer,  and  wants  him  to  make  a letllement  in 
tail.” — I could  not  help  laughing  at  the  archnel’s  of  the 
barrifter,  who  entertained  me  during  breakfall  with  a 
great  deal  of  wit  of  the  fame  kind,  at  the  expence  of  our 
fellow-travellers  j and  among  other  things  laid,  he  was 

forry 
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forry  to  find  the  young  lady  faddled  with  fuch  incum- 
brances. 

When  we  had  made  an  end  of  our  repaft,  and  paid 
our  reckoning,  we  went  into  the  coach,  took  our  places, 
and  bribed  the  driver  with  fixpence,  to  revenge  us  on  the 
reft  of  his  fare,  by  hurrying  them  away  in  the  midft  of 
their  meal.— This  talk  he  performed  to  our  fatisfaftion, 
after  he  had  difturbed  their  enjoyment  with  his  importu- 
nate clamor. — The  mother  and  daughter  obeyrf  the 
fummons  firft,  and,  coming  to  the  coach-door, were  obliged 
to  defire  the  coachman’s  afliftance  to  get  in,  becaufc  the 
lawyer,  and  I had  agreed  to  Ihew  our  refentment  by  our 
negle6l.— They  were  no  fooner  feated,  than  the  captain 
appeared  as  much  heated  as  if  he  had  been  purfued  a 
dozen  miles  by  an  enemy ; and  immediately  after  him 
came  the  lady,  not  without Tome  marks  of  diforder. — 
Having  helped  her  up,  he  entered  himfelf,  growling  a 
few  oaths  againft  the  coachman,  for  his  impertinent  in- 
terruption ; and  the  lawyer  comforted  him,  by  faying, 
that  if  he  had  fuffered  a nifiprius  through  the  obftinacy 
of  the  defendant,  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  join 
iftue  at  the  next  ftage.  This  laft  expreflion  gave  offence 
to  the  grave  gentlewoman,  who  told  him,  if  Ihe  was  a 
man,  Ihe  would  make  him  repent  of  fuch  obfeenity,  and 
thanked  God  (he  had  never  been  in  fuch  company  before. 
— At  this  infmuation,  the  captain  thought  himfelf  under 
anecelllty  of  efpoufing  the  lady’s  caufej  aad  accordingly 
threatened  to  cut  off  the  lawyer’s  ears,  if  he  fliould'give 
his  tongue  any  fuch  liberties  for  the  future. — The  poor 
counfellor  begged  pardon,  and  univerfal  filence  enfued. 


CHAP. 


i5r 


RODERIC  RANDOM. 

C H A P.  XVIII. 

I refolw  to  ingratiate  myfelf  ^'ith  the  Mother,  and  am 
favoured  by  Accident — The  precife  Lady  finds  her  Huf- 
band,  and  quits  the  Coach— T^he  Captain  is  dij'appointed 
of  his  Dinner— H^'e  arrive  at  Bath — I accompany  Mifs 
Snapper  to  the  long  Room,  nvhere  Jbe  is  attacked  by  Beau 
the  Laugh  againft  him — / make  Love 
to  her,  and  receive  a Check-Squire  her  to  an  AJfembiy, 
w//A  a Sight  of  my  dear  Narcija, 
vsbich  difcompofes  me  fit  much,  that  Mifs  Snapper,  obferv- 

ing  my  Diforder,  is  at  fame  Pains  to  difcover  the  Caufe 

Is  piqued  at  the  Occaficn,  and  in  our  way  Home  pays  me 
Cl  Jar cafiic  Compliment— I am  met  by  Mtfs  Williams,  who 
is  Maid  and  Confidante  of  Narcijja — She  acquaints  me 
w;tb  her  Lady's  Regard  for  me,  while  under  the  Difguife 
tj  a Servant,  and  defcribes  the  Tranfpoi-ts  of  Narcijja  on 
j 'eeirtg  me  at  the  AJfembiy  in  the  Charadler  of  a Gentleman 
—I  am  furprifed  with  an  Account  of  her  Aunt's  Mar- 
riuge,  and  make  an  Appointment  to  meet  Mifs  Willia??ts 
next  Day. 

j^URlNG  this  unfocial  interval,  my  pride  and  intereft 
maintained  a levere  conflifl  on  the  fubjefl  of  Mifs 
Snapper,  whom  the  one  reprefented  as  unworthy  of  no- 
tice, and  the  other  propofed  as  the  objeft  of  my  whole 
attention.  The  advantages  and  difadvantages  attend- 
ing fuch  a match,  were  oppofed  to  one  another  by  my 
imagination ; and  at  length  my,  judgment  gave  it  fo 
much  in  favour  of  the  firft,  that  I refolved  to  profecute 
my  fcheme  with  all  the  addrefs  in  my  power. — I thought 
T perceived  feme  concern  in  her  countenance,  occafioned 
by  my  lilence,  which  fhe  no  doubt  imputed  to  my  difguft 
at  her  mother’s  behaviour ; and,  as  I believed  the  old 
rt’oman  could  not  fail  of  aferibing  my  mutenefs  to  the 
fame  motive,  I determined  to  continue  that  fallen  con- 
du£l  tovyards  her,  and  fall  ■pon  fome  other  method  of 
manifefting  my  eiieem  for  the  daughter  : nor  was  it  dif- 
ficult for  me  to  make  her  acquainted  with  my  fentiments 
by  the  expreffion  of  my  looks,  which  I moflelled  into 
the  charaflers  of  humility  and  lovej  and  which  were 
anfwcred  by  her  with  all  the  fympathy  and  approbation 

I could 
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I could  defire.  But  when  I began  toconfider,  that,  with- 
out further  opportunities  of  improving  my  fuccels,  all 
the  progrefs  1 had  hitherto  made  would  not  much  avail, 

and  that  fuch  opportunities  could  not  be  enjoyed  without 

the  mother’s  permiflTion,  I concluded  it  would  be  ^qui- 
fite  to  vanquidi  her  coldnefs  and  fufpicion  by  my  alhdui- 
ties  and  relpeftful  behaviour  on  the  road ; and  Ihe  would 
in  all  likelihood  invite  me  to  vifit  herat  Bath,  where  I 
did  not  fear  of  being  able  to  cultivate  her  acquaintance 
as  much  as  would  be  neceflfary  to  the  accomplilhmen^t  ot 
my  purpofe.  And  indeed,  accident  furniflied  me  with  an 
opportunity  of  obliging  her  lb  much,  that  flie  could  not, 
with  any  appearance  of  good  manners,  forbear  to  gra- 
tify my  inclination. 

When  we  arrived  at  our  dining-place,  we  found  all 
the  eatables  in  the  inn  befpoke  by  a certain  nobleman, 
who  had  got  the  (fart  of  us;  and  in  all  likelihood  rny 
miftrefs  and  her  mother  muft  have  dined  with  Duke 
Humphrey,  had  I not  exerted  myfelf  in  their  behalf,  and 
bribed  the  landlord  with  a glais  of  wine,  to  curtail  his 
lordfliip’s  entertainment  of  a couple  of  fowls  and  Ibme 
bacon,  which  I lent  with  my  compliments  to  the  ladies. 
They  accepted  my  treat  with  a great  many  thanks,  and 
defined  I would  favour  them  with  my  company  at  dinner, 
where  I amufed  the  old  gentlewoman  lb  fuccefstully, 
by  .maintaining  a feemingly  difinterefted  eafe,  in  the 
midlf  of  my  civility,  that  Ihe  fignified  a defire  of  being 
better  acquainted,  and  hoped  I would  be  lb  kind  as  to 
fee  her  fometimps  at  Bath. — While  I enjoyed  myfelf  m 
tills  manner,  the  precife  lady  had  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  her  hulband,  who  was  no  other  than  gentle- 
man, or,  in  other  words,  valet  de  chambre  to  the  very 
nobleman,  whofc  coach  ftood  at^he  door.  Proud  ot  the 
intcrcft  (lie  had  in  the  houfe,  Ihe  affefted  to  (hew  her 
power  by  introducing  the  captain  to  her  fpcmle,  as  a 
perfon  who  had  treated  her  with  great  civility ; upon 
which  he  was  invited  to  a (hare  of  their  dinner  ; while 
the  poor  lawyer,  finding  himfclt -utterly  abandoned,  made 
application  to  me,  and  was,  through  my  interccffion,  ad- 
mitted into  our  company. — Having  fatisfied  our  ^p^- 
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tites,  and  made  ouri'elves  merry  at  the  expence  ot  the 
peiTon  of  honour,  the  civil  captain,  and^  complaifant 
hulband,  1 did  myfclf  the  pleafure  of  diicharging  the 
biil  by  ifealth,  for  which  I received  a great  many  apo- 
logies and  acknowicdgements  from  my  guefts,  and  we 
reimbaidced  at  the  firil  warning.  The  officer  was  ob- 
liged, at  lalt,  to  appeale  his  hunger  with  a luncheon  of 
bread  and  chcefe,  and  a pint  bottle  of  brandy,  which 
he  difpatched  in  the  coach,  curfing  the  inappetence  ot  his 
lordffiip,  who  had  ordered  dinner  to  be  put  back  a whole 
hour. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  during  the  remaining 
part  of  our  journey,  which  was  finiffied  next  day,  when 
i waited  on  the  ladies  to  the  houl'e  of  a relation,  in 
which  they  intended  to  lodge,  and,  paffing  that  night  at 
the  inn,  took  lodgings  in  the  morning  tor  myfelf. 

The  forenoon  was  Ipent  in  viliting  every  thing  that 
was  worth  feeing  in  the  place,  in  company  with  gen- 
tleman to  whom  Banter  had  given  me  a letter  of  intro- 
duction ; and  in  the  afternoon  1 waited  on  the  ladies, 
and  found  Mifs  a good  deal  indilpofed  with  the  fatigue 
of  the  journey.— As  they  forefaw  they  fliould  have  oc- 
cafion  for  a male  acquaintance  to  fquire  them  at  ail  pub- 
lic places,  I was  received  with  great  cordiality,  and  had 
the  mother’s  commiffion  to  conduCt  them  next  day  to 
the  long  room,  which  we  no  Iboner  entered,  than  the 
cy/a  ot  every  body  prefent  were  turned  upon  us  j and 
when  we»liad  fufrered  the  martyrdom  of  their  looks  tor 
fomo  time,  a wliifper  circulated  at  our  expence,  which 
was  accompanied  with  many  contemptuous  fniiles,  and 
tittering  cbfervations,  to  my  utter  fliame  and  coniufion. 
— I did  not  fo  much  ccnciucl  as  follow  my  charge  to  a 
place,  where  the  Icated  her  mother  and  herfelt  with  afto- 
nilhing  compofure,  notwithftanding  the  unmannerly  be- 
haviour of  the  whole  company,  which  feemed  to  be 
aflumed  merely  to  put  her  out  ot  countenance. — The  ce- 
lebrated Mr.  N — h,  who  commonly  attends  in  this  place 
-as  iinltcr  of  the  ceremonies,  perceiving  the  difpofi lion  of 
the  aOcinbly,  took  upon  himlelf  the  tafx:  of  gratifying 
their  ill  nature,  ftiil  further,  by  expoling  my  miftrefs  to 
VoL.Il.  ' O tlic 
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the  edge  of  his  wit. — With  this  view  he  approached  us, 
with  many  bows  and  grimaces,  and,  after  having  wel- 
comed Mifs  Snapper  to  the  place,  aflced  her,  in  the  hear- 
ing of  all  prefent,  if  Ihe  could  inform  him  of  the  name 
of  Toby’s  dog. — I was  fo  much  inceiifed  at  his  info- 
lence,  that  I Ihould  certainly  have  kicked  him  where  lie 
ftood,  without  ceremony,  had  not  the  young  lady  pre- 
vented the  effeftsof  my  indignation,  by  replying,  with 
the  utmoft  vivacity,  “ His  name  was  N — h,  and  an  im- 
pudent dog  he  was.”  This  repartee,  fo  unexpefted  and 
juft,  raifed  fuch  an  univerfal  laugh  at  the aggi'cfibr,  that 
all  his  affurance  was  infufficient  to  fupport  him  under 
their  derifion  ; fo  that  after  he  had  endeavoured  to  com- 
pofe  himftlf,  by  taking  fnufF,  and  forcing  a fmile,  he 
was  obliged  to  fneak  off  in  a very  ludicrous  attitude  ; 
while  my  Dulcinea  was  applauded  to  the  fkies  for  the 
brilliancy  of  her  wit,  and  her  acquaintance  immediately 
courted  by  the  beft  people  of  both  fexes  in  the  room. 
This  event,  with  which  I was  infinitely  pleafed  at  firft, 
did  not  fail  of  alarming  me,  upon  further  refleftion, 
when  I confidered  that  the  more  fhe  was  carelTed  by  per- 
fons  of  diftinftion,  the  more  her  pride  would  be  in- 
flamed, and  confequently  the  obftacles  to  my  fuccefs 
multiplied  and  enlarged.  Nor  were  my  prefaging  fears 
untrue. — That  very  night  I perceived  her  a littleintoxi- 
catcd  with  the  incenfe  ihe  had  received,  and,  though  ftic 
ftill  behaved  with  a particular  civility  to  me,  I fore.^w 
that,  as  foon  as  her  fortune  fhould  be  known,  fhe  would 
be  fuiTounded  with  a fwarm  of  admirers,  fome  one  of 
w'hom  might  pofTibly,  by  excelling  me  in  point  of  wealth, 
or  in  the  arts  of  flattery  and  fcandal,  fupplant  me  in  her 
efteem,  and  find  means  to  make  the  mother  of  his  party.- 
— I refolved  therefore  to  lofe  no  time,  and  being  invited 
to  fpend  the  evening  with  them,  found  an  opportunity, 
in  fpite  of  the  old  gentlewoman’s  vigilance,  to  explain 
the  meaning  of  my  glances  in  the  coach,  by  payir.g 
homage  to  her  'wit,  and  profefling  myfelt  enamourcil  of 
her  perfon. — She  bluflied  at  my  declaration,  and  in  a fa- 
vourable manner  difapproved  of  the  liberty  I had  taken, 
putting  we  in  mind  of  our  being  ftraugers  to  each  other, 
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»nc}  defiling  I would  not  be  the  means  of  interrupting 
our  acquaintance  by  any  fuch  unfealbnable  ftrokes  of 
gallantry  for  the  future. — My  ardour  was  effeftually 
checked  by  this  reprimand,  which  was,  however,  deli- 
vered in  fuch  a gentle  manner,  that  I had  no  caufe  to  be 
difobliged  ; and  the  arrival  of  her  mother  relieved  me 
from  a dilemma  in  which  I (liould  not  have  known  how 
to  demean  myfelf  a minute  longer. — Neither  could  I re- 
fume the  eafinel's  of  carriage  with  which  I came  in  : my 
miftrefs  afted  on  the  referve  ; and  the  converfation  be- 
ginning to  flag,  the  old  lady  introduced  her  kinfwoman 
ot  the  houfe,  and  propofed  a hand  at  whift. 

While  we  amufed  ourfelves  at  this  diverfion,  I under- 
flood from  the  gentlewoman  that  there  was  to  be  an  af- 
iVmbly  next  night,  at  which  I begged  to  have  the  honour 
of  dancing  with  Mifs.  She  thanked  me  for  the  favour 
1 intended  her,  affured  me  flie  never  did  dance,  but  fig- 
rifled  a defire  of  feeing  the  company  ; when  I offered 
my  fervice,  which  was  accepted  ; not  a little  proud  ot 
being  exempted  from  appearing  with  her  in  a fituation 
that,  notwithftanding  my  profeflion  to  the  contrary,  was 
not  at  all  agreeable  to  my  inclination. 

Having  I'upped,  and  continued  the  game  till  fuch  time 
as  the  fucceflive  yawns  of  the  mother  warned  me  to  br 
gone,  I took  my  leave,  and  went  home,  where  I m.ade 
Strap  very  happy  with  an  account  of  my  progrefs. — 
Next  day  I put  on  my  gayeft  apparel,  and  went  to  drink 
tea  at  Mrs.  Snapper’s,  according  to  appointment,  when 
I found,  to  my  inexpreflible  fatisfa£Vion,  that  (he  was 
laid  up  with  the  tooth-ach,  and  that  Mifs  was  to  be  en- 
trufted  to  my  care. — Accordingly  we  fet  out  for  the 
ball-room  pretty  early  in  the  evening,  and  took  poffeflion 
of  a commodious  place,  where  we  had  not  (at  longer 
tiran  a quarter  of  an  hour,  when  a gentleman,  dreffed 
in  a green  frock,  came  in,  leading  a young  lady,  whom 
I immediately  difcovered  to  be  the  adorable  Narciffa  1 
Good  heaven  ! what  were  the  thrillings  of  my  foul  at 
that  inflant ! my  reflection  was  overwhelmed  with  a tor- 
rent of  agitation  ! my  heart  throbbed  with  furprifing  vio- 
lence ! a fuddcn  mill  overfpread  my  eyes  ! my  ears  were 
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invaded  with  a dreadful  louml  ! 1 panted  for  wart  of 
breath,  and  in  fliort  was  for  loine  moments  entranced  i 
— This  firft  tumult  fubfiding,  a crowd  of  flattering  ideas 
ruflied  upon  my  imagination  : every  thing  that  was  lofr, 
fenfibleand  engaging  in  the  charafler  of  that  dear  crea- 
ture recurred  to  my  remembrance ; and  every  favourable 
circumftance  of  my  own  qualifications  appeared  in  all 
the  aggravation  of  felf- conceit  to  heighten  my  expefta- 
tion  ! — Neither  was  this  tranfport  of  long  duration  : the 
dread  of  her  being  already  difpofed  of  intervened,  and 
overcafl  my  enchanting  reverie  ! My  prefaging  appre- 
henlion  reprefented  her  encircled  in  the  arms  of  fome 
happy  rival,  and  of  confequence  for  ever  loft  to  me  1 I 
was  flung  with  this  fuggeftion,  and  believing  the  perfon 
who  conduced  her  to  be  the  hufband  ol  this  amiable 
young  lady,  already  devoted  him  to  my  lury,  and  ftcod 
up  to  raai'k  him  for  my  vengeance  ; when  1 recollefted, 
to  my  unfpeakable  joy,  her  brother,  the  fox- hunter,  in 
the  perfon  of  her  gallant. — Undeceived  fo  much  to  my 
fatisfaftion  in  this  particular,  I gazed  in  a phrenzy  of 
delight  on  the  irrefiftible  charms  of  his  After,  who  no 
fooner  diftinguilhed  me  in  the  crowd,  than  her  evident 

confufion  afforded  a'  happy  omen  to  my  flame. At 

fight  of  me  fhe  ftartled,  the  roles  inftantly  vanifticd  from 
her  poliflied  cheeks,  and  returned  in  a moment  with  a 
double  glow  that  overfpread  her  lovely  neck,  while  her 
enchanting  bofom  heaved  with  ftrong  emotion.  I hailed 
thefe  favourable  fymptoms,  and  lying  in  wait  for  her 
looks,  did  homage  with  my  eyes. — She  leemed  to  approve 
my  declaration,  by  the  complacency  of  her  afpefl ; and  I 
was  fo  tranl'ported  with  her  difcovcry,  that  more  than 
once  I was  on  the  point  of  making  up  to  her,  to  difclofe 
the  throbbings  of  my  heart  in  perlbn,  had  not  that  pro- 
found  veneration  which  her  prefence  always  infpired,  rc- 
ftrained  the  nnfeafonable  impulle. — All  my  powers  being 
ingrofled  in  tliis  manner,  it  may  eafily  be  imagined  how 
ill  I entertained  Mils  Snapper,  on  whom  I could  not  now 
turn  my  eyes,  without  making  companions  very  little 
to  her  advantage.  It  was  not  even  in  my  power  to  re- 
turn diftinfl  anfwers  to  thequeftions  Ihe  alked  me  from 

time 
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time  to  time,  fo  that  flie  could  not  help  obferving  my 
abfence  of  mind ; and  having  a turn  for  obl'ervation, 
watched  my  glances,  and  tracing  them  to  the  divine  ob- 
jc£l,  dilcovercd  the  caufe  of  my  diforder. — That  flic 
might,  however,  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  Iter  con- 
jecture, (he  began  to  inteiTogate  me  with  regard  to  Nar- 
cill'a,  and,  notwithftanding  all  my  endeavours  to  dlfguife 
my  fentiments,  perceived  my  attachment  by  my  confu- 
fion — Upon  which  flie  aflumed  a ftatelinefs  of  behavi- 
our, and  fat  filent  during  the  remaining  part  of  the  en- 
tertainment.— At  any  other  time,  lier  I'ufpicion  would 
have  alarmed  me ; but  now  I was  elevated  by  my  paflfion 
above  every  other  confideration.— The  miftrefs  of  my 
foul  having  retired  with  her  brother,  I difcovered  lb 
much  uneafinefs  at  my  fituation,  that  Mifs  Snapper  pro- 
pofcd  to  go  home  ; and,  while  I conduced  her  to  a chair, 
told  me  (he  ,had  too  great  a regard  for  me  to  keep  me 

any  longer  in  torment. 1 feigned  ignorance  of  her 

meaning,  and,  having  feen  her  fafely  at  her  lodgmgs, 
took  niy  leave,  and  went  home  in  an  extafy,  where  I 
difclofed  every  thing  that  had  happened  to  my  confident 
and  humble  fervant.  Strap,  who  did  not  relifli  the  acci- 
dent fo  well  as  I expefted ; and  obl'erved,  that  a bird 
in  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bufli. — “ But  howfoever 
(faid  he)  you  know  bell — you  know  beft.” — Next  day, 
as  I went  to  the  pump-room,  in  hopes  of  feeing  or  hear- 
ing fome  tidings  of  my  fair  enflaver,  I was  met  by  a gen- 
tlewoman, who,  having  looked  hard  at  me,  cried,  “ O 
Chrift!  Mr.  Kandcm?”  Surprifed  at  this  exclamation, 
I examined  the  countenance  of  the  perfon  who  fpoke, 
and  Immediately  recognized  my  old  fweetheart  ^nd  fel- 
low-fiifferer,  Mifs  Williams. 

I wa.s  mightily  pleafed  to  find  this  unfortunate  woman 
under  Inch  a decent  appearance,  profeffed  my  joy  at  i'ce- 
ing  her  lb  well,  and  delired  to  know  where  I fliould 
have  the  pleafure  of  her  converfation.  She  was  as 
heartily  rejoiced  at  the  apparent  eafmefs  of  my  fortune, 
and  gave  me  to  know,  that  flie,  as  yet,  liad  no  habita- 
tion that  (he  could  properly  call  her  own;  .but  would 
wait  on  me  at  any  place  I fliould  plcafe  to  appoint. — 
O 3 Underftar.dir.g 
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Unclerftanding  that  ftie  was  engaged  for  the  prefent,  I 
(lieweci  her  tlie  way  to  my  own  lodgings,  where,  after  a 
very  affcffionate  falutation,  (he  informed  me  of  her  be- 
ing very  happy  in  the  fcrvice  of  a young  lady,  to  whom 
Hie  was  recommended  by  a former  miftrefs  deceafcd,  in'.o 
whofe  family  (he  had  recommended  herfelf  by  the  honeft 
deceit  we  had  concerted  while  (he  lived  with  me  in  the 
garret  at  London. — She  then  exprelfed  a vehement  dc- 
(ire  to  be  acquainted  with  the  viciflVtudes  of  my  life 
fince  we  parted,  and  excufed  her  curiofityon  account  of 
the  concern  (he  had  for  my  intereft. — I forthwith  gratU 
fied  her  requeft,  and,  when  1 defcribed  my  fituation  in 
Suffex,  perceived  her  to  attend  to  my  ftorj'  with  parti- 
cular eagernefs.  She  interrupted  me,  wlien  I had  finifhed 
that  period,  with,  “ Good  God!  is  it  pofiible!”— — 
and  then  begged  I would  be  fo  good  as  to  continue  my 
relation;  w'hicli  I did  as  briefly  as  I could,  burning 
with  impatience  to  know  the  caufeof  her  furprife,  about 
which  I had  already  formed  a very  interefting  conjec- 
ture— When  I had  brouglit  my  adventures  down  to  the 
])refcnt  day,  (heleemed  very  much  affciSted  with  the  dif- 
ferent circumftances  of  my  fortune  ; and  faying,  with  a 
fmile,  (he  believed  my  diifrefles  were  now  at  a period, 
proceeded  to  inform  me,  that  tlie  lady  whom  (lie  ferved 
was  no  other  than  the  charming  NarcilTa,  who  had  ho- 
noured her  with  her  confidence  for  Come  time  ; in  confe- 
quence  of  which  truft,  (he  had  often  repeated  the  (lory 
of  John  Brown  with  great  admiration  and  regard  ; that 
(lie  loved  to  dwell  upon  the  jiarticulars  of  his  chara^ler, 
and  did.  not  fcruple  to  own  a tender  approbation  of  his 
flame. — 1 became  delirious  at  this  piece  of  intelligence, 
llrained  Mifs  Williams  in  my  embrace,  called  her  the 
angel  of  my  happinels,  and  a£led  fuch  extravagances, 
that  (he  might  have  been  convinced  of  my  fincerity,  had 
(lie  not  been  fatisfied  of  my  honour  before.  As  loon  as 
I was  in  a condition  to  yield  attention,  (lie  defcribed  the 
prefent  fituation  of  her  miftrefs,  who  had  no  fooncr' 
reached  her  lodgings  the  night  belbre,  than  (he  clofetted 
her,  and,  in  a rapture  of  joy,  gave  her  to  know,  that 
ftie  had  leeii  me  at  the  ball,  where  I appeared  in  the 
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charaiHer  which  flie  always  thought  my  due,  with  lucli 
advantage  of  transfoianation,  that,  unlels  my  image  had 
been  engraven  on  her  heart,  it  would  have  been  impof- 
fible  to  know  me  for  the  perlbn  who  had  worn  her  aunt’s 
livery  ; — that,  by  the  language  ot  my  ryes,  (lie  was 
afuiied  of  the  continuance  of  my  paflion  for  her,  and 
conlequently  of  my  being  unengaged  to  any  other  j and 
that,  tho’  (he  did  not  doubt  I would  fpeedily  fall  upon 
feme  method  of  being  introduced,  (he  was  fo  impatient 
to  hear  of  me,  that  (he  (Mils  VViilinms)  had  been  fent 
abroad  this  very  morning,  on  purpofe  to  learn  the  name 
and  charafler  I at  prefent  bore. — My  bofom  had  been 
hitherto  a (Irangcr  to  Inch  a flood  of  joy  as  now  rufhed 
upon  it  : My  faculties  were  overborn  by  the  tide  : It 
was  fome  time  before  I could  ojien  my  mouth,  and  much 
longer  ere  I could  utter  a coherent  (entence. — At  length, 
1 fervently  requerted  her  to  lead  me  immediately  to  the 
objeft  of  my  adoration  ; But  (he  refilled  my  importunity, 
and  explained  the  danger  of  Inch  premature  conduft. — 
“ How  favourable  (bever  (laid  (he)  niy  lady’s  inclina- 
tion towards  you  may  be,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  (he 
will  not  commit  the  fmallclt  trelpafs  on  decorum,  either 
in  difclofmg  her  own,  or  in  receiving  a declaration  of 
veur  paflion  ; and  although  the  great  veneration  I have 
for  vou,  has  prompted  me  to  reveal  what  (he  communi- 
cated to  me  in  confidence,  1 know  fo  well  the  (everity  of 
her  fentiments  with  refpefl  to  the  punftilios  of  her  (ex, 
that,  if  (lie  fliould  learn  the  lead  I'urmifeot  it,  (lie  would 
not  only  dilmifs  me  as  a wretch  unworthy  ol  her  bene- 
volence, but  alfo  for  ever  (liun  the  efforts  of  your  love.” 

— I alTcnted  to  the  juftnefs  of  her  remonllrance,  and 
defiled  (lie  would  alfiftme  with  her  advice  and  dire6lion  ; 
upon  Vt'hich,  it  was  concerted  between  us,  that,  for  the 
. prelent,  I (liould  be  content  with  her  tolling  Narcifla, 
that,  in  the  courfe  of  her  inquiries,  (he  could  only  learn 
)v,y  name:  and  that  if,  in  a day  or  two,  I could  fall  up- 
on no  Oiher  method  of  being  introduced  to  her  miftrefs, 
flic  would  deliver  a letter  (rom  me,  on  pretence  of  con- 
(ulting  her  happint  fs  ; and  fay,  that  I met  her  in  the 
flreet,  and  bribed  her  to  this  piece  of  fcrvice.»  Matters 

being 
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Vicing  thus  adjufted,  I kept  my  old  acquaintance  to 
breakfaft,  and  learned  from  her  converfetion,  that  my 
riral,  Sir  Timothy,  had  drank  himCelf  into  an  apoplexy, 
of  which  he  died  five  months  ago  ; that  the  favage  was 
ftill  unmarried  ; and  that  his  aunt  had  been  feize'd  with 
a whim  which  he  little  expefled,  and  chof'en  the  I'chool- 
mafter  of  the  parilh  for  her  lord  and  hulband  ; but,  ma- 
trimony not  agreeing  with  her  conftitution,  fhe  had 
been  heftic  and  dropfical  a good  while,  and  was  now  at 
Bath,  in  order  to  drink  the  waters  for  the  recovery  of 
her  health ; that  her  niece  had  accompanied  her  thither 
at  her  requeft,  and  attended  her  with  the  fame  afFeeVion 
as  before,  notwithftanding  the  miftake  fhe  had  com- 
mitted : and  that  her  nephew,  who  had  been  exafperated 
at  the  lofs  of  lier  fortune,  did  not  give  his  attendance 
out  of  gooil  will,  but  purely  to  have  an  eye  on  his  fifter, 
left  file  fttould  likewife  throw  herfelf  away  without  his 
confenf  or  approbation. — Having  enjoyed  ourfelves  in 
this  manner,  and  made  an  aftign-ation  to  meet  next  day 
at  a certain  place,  Mifs  Williams  took  her  leave;  and 
Strap’s  looks  being  very  inquifitive  about  the  nature  of 
the  communication  fubfifting  between  us,  I made  him 
acquainted  with  the  whole  affair,  to  his  great  aftonifh- 
ment  and  fatisfafVion. 

CHAP.  XIX. 

I become  acquainted  with  Narcijfa's  Brother,  <rJjho  in- 

•uites  me  to  his  Houfe Where  I am  introduced  to  that 

oilorable  Creature After  Dinner,  the  Squire  retires  to 

take  his  Naf — Freeman,  guejfing  the  Situaticn  oj  my 

Thoughts,  withdraws  likewife,  on  pretence  of  Buftnefs 

I declare  my  Pajfion  to  Narcijfa Am  welifccei-vot.- 

Charmed  with  her  Converfation. — The  Squire  detains  us 

to  Supper. / elude  his  Defign  by  a tratagem,  and  get 

home  fiber. 

I N the  afternoon,  I drank  tea  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Free- 
man, to  whom  I had  been  recommended  by  Banter  ; 
where  I had  not  fat  five  minutes,  till  the  fox  hunter 
came  in,  and,  by  his  familiar  behaviour,  appeared  to  be 
intimate  with  my  friend — I was  at  firft  under  fome  con- 
cern, left  he  fliould  recollect  my  features ; but  when  I 

found 
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found  rnyfulf  Introduced  to  him  as  a gentleman  from 
London,  without  being  difcovcrcd,  I blefled  the  oppor- 
tunity that  hrotight  ms  into  his  company  ; hoping  tliat, 
in  the  couife  of  our  acquaintance,  he  would  invite  me 
to  his  houfe — Nor  were  my  hopes  fruifrated  j for  as  we 
Spent  the  evening  together,  he  grew  extremely  fond  of 
■ my  converfation,  alked  a great  many  childifh  queftions 
about  France,  and  other  foreign  parts  ; and  feemed  fo 
highly  entertained  with  my  anfwers,  that  in  his  cups,  he 
fho.  k me  often  by  the  hand,  pronounced  me  an  honeft 
fellow,  and  in  fine  defired  our  company  at  dinner  next 
day  in  his  own  houfe. — My  imagination  was  fo  much 
employed  in  anticipating  the  happinefs  I was  to  enjoy 
mxt  day,  that  I flept  very  little  that  night  ; but,  rifing 
early  in  the  morning,  went  to  the  place  appointed,  where 
I met  my  (lie  friend,  and  imparted  to  her  my  fuccefs 
with  the  fquire. — She  was  much  pleafedatthe  occafion, 
which  (Ihc  faid)  could  not  fail  of  being  agreeable  to 
N.irciffa,  who,  in  fpite  of  her  palTion  for  me,  had  men- 
tioned Ibme  fcniples  relating  to  my  true  fituation  and 
charafler,  which  the  delicacy  of  her  fentiments  fug- 
gefttd,  and  which  fhe  believed  I would  find  it  neceflary 
to  remove,  though  (he  did  not  know  how,  I was  a good 
deal  llartled  at  this  infinuation,  becaufe  I forefaw  the 
difficulty  I fhould  find  in  barely  doing  myfelf  juftice ; 
for,  although  it  never  was'  my  intention  to  impofe  my- 
felf upon  any  woman,  much  lefs  on  Narcifla,  as  a man 
of  fortune,  I laid  claim  to  tiie  charafter  of  a gentleman, 
by  birth,  education,  and  behaviour  ; and  yet  (fo  unlucky 
had  the  circumftances  of  my  life  fallen  out)  I fliould 
find  it  a very  hard  matter  to  make  good  my  preteniiont 
even  to  tliele,  efpecially  to  the  lalt,  which  was  the  mod 
efiential. — Mifs  Williams  was  as  fenfible  as  I,  of  this 
my  dlfadvantage  ; but  comforted  me  with  obferving, 
that  when  once  a woman  has  beftowed  her  affections  on 
a man,  fhe  cannot  help  judging  of  him,  in  all  refpebls, 
with  a parti.ility  eafily  influenced  in  his  favour  : fhe  re- 
marked, that,  although  fome  fituations  of  my  life  had 
been  low,  yet  none  of  them  had  been  infamous  ; that  my 
indigence  had  been  the  crime,  notxif  me,  but  of  fortune ; 


l6i  THE  ADVENTURES  OF 

and  that  the  miferies  I had  undergone,  by  improving  the 
faculties  both  of  mind  and  body,  c^ualificd  me  the  more 
for  any  dignified  ftation  ; and  would  of  confequence  re- 
commend me  to  the  good  graces  of  any  fenfible  woman, 

She  therefore  adviled  me  to  be  always  open  and  unre- 

ferved  to  the  inquiries  of  my  miftrefs,  without  unne- 
cefllirily  betraying  the  meaneft  occurrences  of  my  fate, 
and  truft  to  the  ftrength  of  her  love  and  reflexion  for  the 

reft. .The  fentiments  of  this  fenfible  young  woman  on 

this,  as  well  as  on  almoft  every  other  fubjecf,  perfe6fly 
agreed  with  mine  : I thanked  her  for  the  care  (he  took, 
of  my  interefts,  and  promifing  to  behave  my felf  accord- 
ing to  her  dire6fion,  we  parted,  after  (he  had  affured 
me,  that  I might  depend  upon  her  bcft  offices  with  her 
miftrefs,  and  that  (he  would,  from  time  to  time,  com- 
municate to  me  fuch  intelligence  as  (lie  ftioiild  procure, 
relating  to  my  flame.— Having  dreffed  myfelf  to  the  belt 
advantage,  I waited  for  the  time  of  dinner  with  the  mod 
fearful  impatience  : and  as  the  hour  drew  nigh,  my  heart 
beat  with  fuch  increafed  velocity,  and  my  fpirits  con- 
trafled  fuch  diforder,  that  I began  to  (ufpeff  my  refo- 
lution,  and  even  to  wi(h  myreFf  difcngaged. — At  lad 
Mr.  Freeman  called  at  my  lodgings,  in  his  way,  and  I 
accompanied  him  to  the  houfe  where  all  my  happinefs 
was  depofitcd. — We  were  very  kindly  received  by  the 
fquire,  who  fat  fmoaking  his  pipe  in  a parlour,  and 
alked  if  we  chofe  to  drink  any  thing  before  dinner  : tho' 
I never  had  more  occafion  for  a cordial,  I was  alhante.l 
to  accept  his  o(Fer,  which  was  alfo  refuied  by  my  triendj 
We  fat  down,  however,  ^nd  entered  into  converfation, 
which  lafted  half  an  hour,  fo  that  I had  time  to  recol- 
le6t  myfelf;  and  fo  capricious  were  my  thoughts)  even 
to  hope  that  Narcilfa  would  not  appear — when,  all  of  a 
Hidden,  a fervant  coming  in,  gave  us  notice  that  dinner 
was  upon  the  table — and  my  perturbation  returned  with 
fuch  violence,  that  I could  fcarce  conceal  it  from  the 
company  as  I afeended  the  ftair-cafe. — When  I entered 
the  dining- room,  the  firft  objefl  that  faluted  my  ravilhel 
eyes  was  the  divine  Narcilfa,  blufhing  like  Aurora, 
adorned  with  all  the  graces  that  mceknefs,  innocence. 
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and  beauty  can  diffufe!  I was  I'eiaed  with  a giddincfs, 
my  knees  tottered,  and  I fcarce  had  ftiength  enough 
to  perform  the  ceremony  of  falutation,  when  her  bro- 
ther, flapping  me  on  the  flioulder,  cried,  “ Meafter 
Randan,  that  there  is  my  filter.”  I approached  her 
with  eagernefs  and  fear  ; but  in  the  moment  of  our  em- 
brace, my  foul  was  agonized  with  rapture  ! — It  was  a 
lucky  circumftance  for  us  both,  that  my  entertainer  was 
not  endued  with  an  uncommon  flock  of  penetration  ; for 
our  mutual  confufion  was  fo  manifefl,  that  Mr.  Free- 
man perceived  it,  and  as  we  went  home  together,  con- 
gratulated me  on  my  good  fortune. — But,  fo  far  was 
Bniin  from  entertaining  the  leafl  I’ufpicion,  that  he  en- 
couraged me  10  begin  a converfation  with  my  miflrel's  in 
a language  unknown  to  him,  by  telling  her,  that  he  had 
brought  a gentleman  who  could  jabber  with  her  in  Frenck 
and  other  foreign  lingos,  as  fall  as  (he  pleafed  : then, 
turning  to  me,  faid,  “ Odds  bods  ! 1 wilh  you  would 
hold  difcourfe  with  her,  in  your  French  or  Italiano  ; 
and  tell  me  it  Die  underftands  it  as  well  as  flie  would 
be  thought  to  do — There’s  her  aunt  and  flie  will  chatter 
together  whole  days  in  it,  and  I can’t  have  a mouthlul 
of  Englifli  for  love  or  money.’’ — I confidted  the  look  of 
my  amiable  millrefs,  and  found  her  averfe  to  his  prepo- 
fal,  which  indeed  the  declined  with  a fweetnefs  ot  denial 
peculiar  to  himlclt,  as  a piece  of  dilrefpe61  to  that  part 
of  the  company  wliich  did  not  underftand  the  language 
in  queflion.  As  I had  the  happinets  of  fitting  oppofite 
to  her,  I fcafted  my  eyes  much  more  than  my  palate, 
which  Ihe  tempted  in  vain  with  the  mofl  delicious  bits 
carved  by  her  fair  hand,  and  recommended  by  her  per- 
fuafive  tongue ; — but  all  my  other  appetites  were  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  the  immenfity  of  my  love,  which  I fed  by 
gazing  inceflantly  on  the  delightful  objeft. — Dinner  was 
i'carce  ended,  when  the  fquire  became  very  drowfy  ; and, 
after  feveral  dreadful  yawns,  got  up,  ftretched  himfelf, 
took  two  or  three  turns  acrols  the  room,  begged  we 
would  allow  him  to  take  a fliort  nap,  and,  having  laid 
a ftrong  injunftion  on  his  filler  to  detain  us  till  his 
return,  went  to  his  repofe  without  any  further  ceremony. 

He 
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He  had  not  been  gone  many  minutes,  when  Freeman, 
ouefllng  the  fituation  of  my  heart,  and  tliinking  he  could 
not  do  me  a greater  favour  than  to  leave  me  alone  with 
NarcifTa,  pretended  to  recolleft  himfelf  all  of  a fudden, 
and.  Halting  up,  begged  the  lady's  pardon  for  half  an 
hour,  for  he  had  luckily  remembered  an  engagement  ot 
fome  confequence,  that  he  mull  perform  at  that  inltant : 

fo  faying,  he  took  his  leave,  promifing  to  come  back 

time  enouo’h  for  tea;  leaving  my  millrefs  and  me  in 
great  confufion.— Now  that  I enjoyed  an  opportunity  of 
difclofing  the  pantings  of  my  foul,  I had  not  power  to 

I ftudied  many  pathetic  declarations,  but,  when 

I attempted  to  give  them  utterance,  my  tongue  denied 
its  office  ; and  ffie  fat  filent^,  with  a downcaH  look,  full 
of  anxious  alarm,  her  bofom  heaving  with  expeaation  of 
fome  great  event. — At  length,  1 endeavoured  to  put  an 
end  to  this  folemn  paufe,  and  began  with,  “ It  is  very 

furprifing,  Madam “ Here  the  found  dying  away,  I 

made  a full  Hop— while  NarcilTa,  Harting>  bluflitd,  and^ 
with  a timid  accent,  anfwered,  “ Sir  ? — Confounded 
at  this  note  of  interrogation,  I pronounced  with  the  moft 
Iheepiffi  baffifulnefs,  “ Madam  !”  To  which  ffie  replied, 
“ I beg  pardon. — I thought  you  had  fpoke  to  me.” — 
Another  paufe  enfued — I made  another  effort,  and, 
though  my  voice  taukered  very  much  at  the  beginning, 
made  fliift  to  exprefs  myfelf  in  this  manner  ‘‘  I lay. 
Madam,  'tis  veiy  furpriling,  that  love  fhould  aft  I'o  ir»- 
confiftent  with  itielf,  as  to  deprive  its  votaries  of  the  uie 
of  their  faculties,  wlien  tliey  have  moft  need  of  them. 
Since  the  happy  occaflon  of  being  alone  with  you  prel'en- 
ted  itfelf,  I have  made  many  uufuccefsful  attempts  to 

declare  a paffion  for  the  lovelieft  of  her  tex a pafllon 

which  took  poffeffion  ot  my  foul,  while  iny  cruel  fate 
compelled  me  to  w'ear  a ferviledifguife,  fo  uniiiitable  to 
my  birth,  fentiments,  and,  let  me  add,  my  deferts  ; yet 
' favourable  in  onerefpeft,  as  it  furniOied  me  with  oppor- 
tunities of  feeing  and  adoring,  your  perfeftions. 
Madam,  it  was  then  your  dear  idea  entered  my  bofom, 
where  it  has  lived  unimpaired  in  the  inidft  ot  numberlefs 
cares,  and  animated  me  againft  a thoufand  d.uigers  and 

calamities 
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calamities  1” While  I fpcke  tluis,  llie  concealed  her 

face  with  her  fan  ; and  when  I ceafcd  fpeaking,  recover- 
ing hcrfclf  from  the  moft  beautiful  confufion,  told  me, 
fhe  thought  herfelf  very  mucli  obliged  by  my  favorable 
opinion  of  her ; and  that  flie  was  very  lorry  to  hear  I 
had  been  unfortunate. — Encouraged  by  this  gentle  re- 
ply, I proceeded ; owned  myfelf  fuificiently  recom- 
penfed  by  her  kind  companion  for  what  I had  undergone, 
and  declared  that  the  future  happinefs  of  my  life  depend- 
ed folelyupon  her. “ Sir,  (laid  file,)  I (liould  be  very 

ungrateful,  if,  after  the  fignal  protection  you  once  af- 
forded me,  I Ihould  refufe  to  contribute  towards  yout 

happinefs,  in  any  reafonable  condefcenfion.” 

Tranfported  at  this  acknowledgement,  I threw  myfelf  at 
her  feet,  and  begged  Ihe  would  regard  my  pafiion  with 
a favourable  eye.  She  was  alarmed  at  my  behaviour, 
intreated  me  to  rife,  left  her  brother  fhould  difeover  me 
in  that  pofture,  and  to  fpare  her,  for  the  prefent,  upon 

a fubject  for  which  fhe  was  altogether  unprepared. 

In  confequence  of  this  remonftrance,  I role,  alluring 
her  I would  rather  die  than  difobey  her  5 but,  in  the  mean 
time,  begged  her  to  confider  how  precious  the  minutes  of 
this  opportunity  were,  and  what  reftraint  1 put  upon  my 
inclination,  in  facrificiug  them  to  herdefire. — She  fmiled 
with  unfpeakable  fweetnefs,  and  faid,  there  would  be  no 
want  of  opportunities,  provided  1 could  maintain  the 
good  opinion  her  brother  had  conceived  of  me  ; and  I, 
enchanted  by  her  charms,  feized  her  hand,  which  I well 
nigh  devoured  with  kilfes. — But  fhe  checked  my  bold- 
nefswith  a feverityof  countenance  ; and  defired  1 would 
not  fo  far  forget  myfelf  to  her,  as  to  endanger  the  efteem 
Ihe  had  for  me. — She  reminded  me  of  our  being  almoft 
ftrangers  to  each  other,  and  of  the  neceflity  there  was 
for  her  knowing  me  better,  before  fhe  could  take  any 
refolution  in  my  favour  : and,  in  fhort,  mingled  fo  much 
good  fenfe  and  complacency  in  her  reproof,  that  I became 
as  much  enamoured  of  her  underftanding,  as  I had  been 
before  of  her  beauty  ; and  alked  pardon  tor  my  preliimp- 
tion,'with  the  utmoft  reverence  of convi61:ion.  — She  for- 
gave my  offence  with  her  ufual  affability ; and  fealed 
VoL.  II.  P my 
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my  pardon  with  a look  fo  full  of  bewitching  tendernefs, 
that  for  fome  minutes  my  fenfes  were  loft  in  exftacy  ! I 
afterwards  endeavoured  to  regulate  my  behaviour  accord- 
ing to  her  defire,  and  turn  the  converfation  upon  a more 
indifferent  fubjeft  5 but  her  prefence  was  an  infurmount- 
able  obftacle  to  my  defign  ; while  I beheld  fo  much  excel- 
lence, I found  it  impoflible  to  call  my  attention  from  the 
contemplation  of  it  ! I gazed  with  unutterable  fondnefsl 
I crew  mad  with  admiration  ! — “ My  condition  is  in- 
fupportable!  (cried  I.)  I am  diftraffed  with  pafllon  ! 
Why  are  you  lb  exquifitely  fair  ? — Why  are  you  fo  €n- 
chantingly  good  ?-— Why  has  nature  dignified  you  with 
ch;irms  fo  much  above  the  ftandard  of  women  ? and, 
wretch  that  I am,  how  dares  my  unworthinefs  afpire  to 
the  enjoyment  offtich  perfeblions  !’. 

She  was  ftartled  at  my  ravings,  reafoned  down  my 
tranfport,  and,  by  her  irrefiftible  eloquence,  foothed  my 
foul  into  a ftate  of  tranquil  felicity  ; but,  left  I might 
fuffer  a relapfe,  induftrioufly  promoted  other  fubjefls  to 
entertain  my  imagination— She  chid  me  for  having  omit- 
ted to  enquire  about  her  aunt,  who  (fhe  affured  me)  in 
the  midft  of  all  her  abfence  of  temper,  and  detachment 
from  common  affairs,  often  talked  of  me  with  uncom- 
mon warmth.' — T profefled  my  veneration  for  the  good 
lady,  excufed  my  omiffion,  by  imputing  it  to  the  vio- 
lence of  my  love,  which  engrofl'ed  my  whole  foul,  and 

defired  to  know  the  fituation  of  her  health. tUpon 

which,  the  amiable  Naixiffa  repeated  what  I.heara  be- 
ore,  of  her  marriage,  with  all  the  tendernefs  for  her  re- 
putation that  the  fubjeft  wculd  admit  of ; told  me  fhe 
lived  with  her  hufband  hard  by,  and  was  fo  much  afflic- 
ted with  the  droply,  and  wafted  by  a confumption,  that 
(lie  had  fmall  hopes  of  her  recovery. — Having  expreffed 
my  Ibrrow  for  her  diftemper,  I queftioned  her  about  my 
good  friend  Mrs.  Sagely,  who,  I learned  (to  my  great 
fatisfaflion)  was  ftill  in  good  health  ; and  who,  by  the 
crtcomiums  file  beftowed  upon  me  alter  I was  gone,  con- 
firmed the  favourable  impreflions  my  behaviour  at  part- 
ing had  made  on  Narcifi'a’s  heart. — This  circumftance 
introduced  an  enquiry  into  the  conduft  of  Sir  Timothy 

Thicket, 
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Thicket,  who  (flie  informed  me)  had  fouild  ineans  to 
incenfe  her  brother  fo  muchagainit  me,  that  fhe  found  it 
impofllble  to  undeceive  him  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  fut- 
fered  very  much  in  her  own  character,  by  his  fcandaloiis 

infmuations. -That  the  whole  Pf  'vas  alarmed, 

and  aftually  in  purfnlt  of  me  ; lo  that  (he  had  been  in 
the  utmoft  confternation  upon  my  account,  well  know- 
ing how  little  my  own  innocence  and  her  teftimony 
would  have  weighed  with  the  ignorance,  injuftice,  and 
brutality  of  thofe  who  muft  have  judged  rne,  had  1 been 

apprehended That  Sir  Timothy  having  bsen  feized 

with  a fit  of  the  apoplexy,  from  which  with  great  diffi- 
culty he  was  recovered,  began  to  be  apprehenfive  otdeath, 
and  to  prepare  himfelf  accordingly  tor  that  great  event ; 
as  a ftep  to  vyhich  he  Cent  for  her  brother,  owned  with 
great  contrition  the  brutal  defign  he  had  upon  her,  and 
of  confequence  acquitted  me  of  the  alTault,  robbery,  and 
correlpondence  with  her,  which  he  had  laid  to  my  charge ; 
after  which  confelTion,  he  lived  about  a rnonth  m a an- 
guifhing  condition,  and  was  carried  off  by  a fecond  al- 

Every  word  that  this  dear  creature  fpoke,  rivetted 
the  chains  with  which  (he  held  me  enHaved ! My  mil- 
chievous  fancy  began  to  work,  and  the  temped  of  my 
pafTion  to  wake  again  ; when  the  return  of  hieeman  de- 
droyed  the  tempting  opportunity,  and  enabled  me  to 
quell  the  rifing  tumult.— A little  while  after,  the  Squire 
daggered  into  the  room,  rubbing  his  eyes,  and  called 
for  his  tea,  which  he  drank  out  of  a fmall  bowl,  quali- 
fied withljrandy  ; while  we  took  it  in  the  ulual  way. 
Narciffa  left  us  in  order  to  vifit  her  aunt  ; and,  when 

Freeman  and  I propol'ed  to  take  our  leave,  the  fox-hunter 

infided  on  our  Ipending  the  evening  at  his  houle,  with 
fuch  obdinacy  of  affeaion,  that  we  were  obliged  to  com- 
ply.—For  my  own  part,  I (liould  have  been  g^d  of  the 
invitation,  by  which,  in  all  likelihood,  I (hould  be  bled 
with  more  of  his  Cider’s  company,  had  I not  been  afraid 
of  rifking  her  edeem,  by  entering  into  a debauch  ot 
drinking  with  him  ; which,  from  the  know  edge  ot  his 
charaaer,  I forefaw  would  happen  j but  there  was  no 
p I remedy.— 
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remedy.-— I was  forced  to  rely  upon  theffrength  of  my 
conffitution,  which  I hoped  would  refill  intoxication 
longer  than  the  Squire’s  5 and  to  trull  the  good  nature 
and  difcretion  of  my  millrefs  for  the  rell. 

Our  entertainer  rcfolving  to  begin  betimes,  ordered 
the  table  to  be  furniflied  with  liquor  and  glafles  immedi- 
ately after  tea  ; but  we  abfolutely  refufed  to  fet  in  for 
drinking  lb  loon  ; and  prevailed  upon  him  to  pafs  away 
an  hour  or  two  at  whilt,  in  which  we  engaged  as  foon 
as  Narcifia  returned. — The  favage  and  I happened  to  be 
partners  at  firll  ; and  as  my  thoughts  were  wholly  em- 
ployed in  a more  interelling  game,  I played  fo  ill  that 
he  loll  all  patience,  fwore  bitterly,  and  threatened  to 
call  for  wine,  if  they  would  not  grant  him  another  aflb- 
ciate.  This  defire  was  gratified,  and  Narcilfa  and  I 
vvere  of  a fide  : he  won  for  the  fame  reafon  that  made 
him  lofe  before  : I was  fatisfied,  my  lovely  partner  did 
not^  repine,  and  the  time  dipt  away  very  agreeably, 
until  we  were  told  that  fupper  was  ferved  in  another 
room . 

The  Squire  was  enraged  to  find  the  evening  fo  unpro- 
fitably  fpent,  and  wreaked  his  vengeance  on  the  cards, 
which  he  tore,  and  committed  to  the  flames  with  many 
execrations  j threatening  to  make  us  redeem  our  lofs  with 
b large  glafs  and  quick  circulation  ; and  indeed  we  had 
no  fooner  flipped,  and  my  charmer  withdrawn,  than  he 
began  to  put  his  threats  in  execution.  Three  bottles  of 
port  (for  he  drank  no  other  fort  of  wine)  were  placed 
before  us,  with  as  many  water  glaffes,  which  were  im- 
mediately filled  to  the  brim,  after  his  examjile,  by  each 
out  of  his  relpeclive  allowance,  ami  emptied  in  a trice, 

to  the  beft  in  Chrlfiendoin. Though  I fwallowed  this 

and  the  next  as  fall  as  the  glafs  could  be  replenifhed, 
without  hefitation  or  fliew  of  relinSlancc,  I perceived 
that  my  brain  would  not  be  able  to  bear  many  bumbers 
of  this  fort ; and,  dreading  the  perfeverance  of  a cham- 
pion who  began  with  fuch  vigour,  I determined  to  make 
up  for  the  deficiency  of  my  ftreiigth  by  a flratagem, 
which  I aflually  put  in  praflice,  when  thefecond  courfe 
of  bottles  was  called  for. — The  wine  being  ft  rong  and 

heady, 
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heady,  I was  already  a good  deal  difcompofed  by  the 
difpatch  we  had  made  ; Freeman's  eyes  began  to  reel  ; 
and  Bruin  himfelf  was  elevated  into  a fong,  which  he 
uttered  with  great  vociferation  .-“When  I therefore  faw 
the  fecond  round  brought  in,  I alfumed  a gay  air,  and 
entertained  him  with  a French  catch  on  the  fubjefl  of 
drinking,  which,  though  he  did  not  underftand  it,  de« 
lighted  him  highly,  and,  telling  him  that  your  choice 
fpirits  at  Paris  never  troubled  themfelves  with  glalfes, 
aiked  if  he  had  not  a bowl  or  cup  in  the  houfe,  that 
would  contain  a whole  quart  of  wine. — “ Odds  niggers! 
(cried  he)  I have  a filver  caudle  cup  that  holds  juft  the 
quantity,  for  all  the  world — Fetch  it  hither,  Nurnps.” — 
The  veflel  being  produced,  I bade  him  decant  his  bottle 
into  it,  which  he  itaving  done,  I nodded  in  a very  deli- 
berate manner,  and  faid,  “ Pledge  you.’  — He  ftarted  at 
me  for  fome  time,  and  crying,  “ What ! all  at  one  pull, 
Meaftcr  Randan  ?” — I anfwered,  “ At  one  pull ! Sir  : 
you  are  no  milk- fop— we  lhall  do  you  juftice.” — “ Shall 
you  ? (faid  he,  (fliaking  me  by  the  hand  :)  odd  then.  I’ll 
fee  it  out,  an’t  were  a mile  to  the  bottom. — Here’s  to 
our  better  acquaintance,  Meafter  Randan.” — So  laying, 
he  applied  it  to  his  lips,  and  emptied  it  in  a breath. — 
I knew  the  effefc  of  it  would  be  almoft  inftantaneous  ; 
therefore,  taking  the  cup,  began  to  dilcharge  my  bottle 
into  it,  telling  him  he  was  now  qualified  to  drink  with 

the  cliam  of  Tartary. 1 had  no  fooner  pronounced 

thefe  words,  than  he  took  umbrage  at  them,  and,  after 
feveral  attempts  to  fpit,  made  Ihilt  to  ftutter  out,  “ A 

f — t for  your  chams  of  T Tartary  ; I am  a f — f — 

free-born  Engliftiman,  worth  th — three  thoul’and  a-year, 
and  V — value  no  man,  damme?”  Then,  dropping  his 
jaw,  and  fixing  his  eyes,  he  hickup’d  aloud,  and  fell 

upon  the  floor  as  mute  as  a flounder. Mr.  Freeman, 

heartily  glad  at  his  defeat,  aflifted  me  in  carrying  him  to 
bed,  where  we  left  him  to  the  care  of  his  fervants,  and 
went  home  to  our  refpe£live  habitations,  congratulating 
one  another  on  our  good  fortune. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XX. 

Mifs  iniliams  informs  me  of  Nardjfas  Approbation  of 

vij  Flame Jappeafethc  Squire If  rite  to  myMiJlrefs, 

am  bkjfed  nvith  an  Anfvjcr Beg  Leanse  of  her  Brother 

to  dance  aviih  her  at  a Ball ; obtain  his  Cosifent  and  hers 
Enjoy  a private  Coirverfation  a.vilh  her — Am  per- 
plexed -ivith  Rejkclions Have  the  Honour  of  appearing 

her  Partner  at  a Ball Ife  are  complimented  by  a 

certain  Nobletnan He  difcovers  fome  Symptoms  of 

a Paffion  for  Harcijfa 1 asn  flung  nuitb  JealouJy ^ 

Plarcijfa,  alarmed,  retires 1 obferve  Melinda  in  the 

Company Fhe  Squire  is  captivated  by  her  Beauty. 

T WAS  met  next  morning, ^at  the  iil'ual  place,  by  Mifs 
Williams,  who  gave  me  joy  of  the  progrefs  I had 
made  in  the afFeftion  of hermittrefs,  and  blefl'ed  me  vvith 
an  account  of  that  dear  creature’s  converfation  with  her, 
after  flie  had  retired  the  night  before  from  our  company. 
1 could  fcarce  believe  her  information,  when  Ihe  re- 
counted her  exprefTions  in  my  favour,  fo  much  more 
warm  and  pafiionale  were  they  than  my  mod  fanguine 
hopes  had  prefaged  ; and  was  particularly  pleafed  to  hear 
that  die  approved  of  my  behaviour  to  her  brother,  after 
(he  withdrew. — Tranfporttd  at  the  news  of  my  happi- 
nefs,  I prefented  my  ring  to  themeflfengtr,  as  a teftimony 
of  my  gratitude  and  latisfaftion  : but  (lie  was  above 
fiich  mercenary  confiderations,  and  refufcd  my  compli- 
ment vvith  fome  refentment,  faying,  (he  was  not  a little 
mortified  to  fee  my  opinion  of  her  fo  low  and  contemp- 
tible. I did  myfelf  a piece  of  juftice  by  explaining  my 
behaviour  on  this  head,  and,  to  convince  her  of  my 
efteem,  promifed  to  be  ruled  by  her  direilions  in  the 

ijiofecutionbf  the  whole  affair,  which  I had  lb  much  at 
leart,  that  the  repofe  of  my  life  depended  upon  the  con- 
fequence. 

As  I fervently  wiflied  for  another  inte.'view,  where  I 
might  pour  out  the  effufions  of  my  love,  without  danger 
of  being  interrupted,  and  perhaps  reap  fome  endearing 
return  from  the  queen  of  my  dellres,  I implored  her  ad- 
vice and  afiillance  in  promoting  this  event ; but  (he 

gave  me'  to  underftand,  that  Nai'ciffa  would  make  no 

precipitate 
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rrecipitJite  compliances  of  this  kindj  and  that  I would 
do  well  to  cultivate  her  brother’s  acquaintance,  in  the 
courlc  of  which,  I (liould  not  want  opportunities  of  re- 
moving that  referve  which  my  miltrefs  thought  hcrfelf 
obliged  to  maintain  during  the  infancy  of  our  corref- 
pondence.  In  the  mean  time  (he  promifed  to  tell  her 
ladv,  that  I had  endeavoured,  by  prelents  and  perfuafions, 
to  prevail  upon  her,  (Mifs  Williams,)  to  deliver  a letter 
from  me,  which  flie  had  refufed  to  charge  herfelf  with, 
until  file  (hould  know  NarcilTa’s  fentiments  of  the  mat- 
ter  ; and  laid,  by  thefe  means  (lie  did  not  doubt  of  being 
able  to  open  a literaiy  communication  between  us  ; which 
could  not  fail  of  introducing  more  intimate  connexions. 

I approved  of  her  counfel  ; and  our  appointment  being 
renewed  for  next  day,  left  her  with  an  intent  of  falling 
upon  fome  method  of  being  reconciled  to  the  fquire, 
who  I fuppofed,  would  be  offended  with  the  trick  we 
had  put  upon  him.  With  this  view,  I confulted  Free- 
man, who,  from  the  knowledge  of  the  fox-hunter’s  dif- 
poiition,  alTured  me  there  was  no  other  method  of  paci- 
fyin<T  him,  than  that  of  facrificing  ourlelves,  for  one 
nighl,  to  an  equal  match  with  him  in  drinking.  This 
expedient  I found  myfelf  neceffitated  to  comply  with, 
for  the  interell  of  my  palTion,  and  therefore  determined 
to  commit  the  debauch  at  my  own  lodgings,  that  I 
might-  not  nm  any  rifk  of  being  difeovered  by  Nar- 
cilia  in  a (late  of  brutal  degeneracy.  Mr.  F reeman, 
%vho  was  to  be  of  the  party,  went,  at  my  defire,  to  the 
fquire,  in  order  to  engage  him,  while  I took  care  to 
furnilh  myfelf  for  his  reception.  My  invitation  was 
accepted,  my  guefts  honoured  me  with  their  company 
in  the  evening,  when  Bruin  gave  me  to<  iinderftand, 
that  he  had  drank  many  tuns  of  wine  in  his  life,  but 
was  never  lerved  fuch  a trick  as  I had  played  upon  him 
the  night  before.  I promifed  to  atone  for  my  trefpafs  ; 
and,  having  ordered  to  every  man  his  bottle,  began  the 
conteft  with  a bumper  to  the  health  of  Narcilla.  1 he 
toads  circulated  with  great  devotion,  the  liquor  began  to 
operate,  our  mirth  grew  noify,  and,  as  Freeman  nnd  I had 
the  advantat^eof  drinking  fmall  French  claret,  the  favage 
° wa^ 


TJt,  THE  ADTENTURES  OF 

was  effeflually  tamed  before  our  fenfes  were  in  the  lead 
affecled,  and  carried  home  in  an  apoplexy  of  dninken- 
nefs. 

I was  next  morning,  as  ufual,  favoured  with  a vifit 
from  my  kind  and  punftual  confidante,  who,  telling  me 
fhewas  permitted  to  receive  my  letters  for  her  miftrefs, 
I took  up  the  pen  immediately,  and,  following  the  firft 
di£lates  of  my  paflion,  wrote  as  follows  ; 

“ Dear  Madam, 

“■'t^ERE  it  poflible  for  the  powers  of  utterance  to  re- 
veal  the  foft  emotions  of  my  Ibul;  the  fond  anxiety, 
the  glowing  hopes,  the  chilling  fears,  thatrulemy  bread 
by  turns  ; I fliould  need  no  other  witnefs  than  this  paper, 
to  evince  the  purity  and  ardour  of  that  flame  your  charms 
have  kindled  in  my  heart.  But,  alas  ! expreflion  wrongs 
my  love  : I am  infpired  with  conceptions  that  no  lan- 
guage can  convey  ! Your  beauty  fills  me  with  wonder  ! 
your  underftanding  with  ravifliment ! and  your  goodnefs 
with  adoration  ! I am  tranfported  with  defire,  diftrafled 
with  doubts,  and  tortured  with  impatience  ! Suffer  me 
then,  lovely  arbitrefs  of  my  fate,  to  approach  you  in 
peribn,  to  breath  in  foft  murmurs  my  paflion  to  your 
ear,  to  offer  the  facrifice  of  a heart  overflowing  with  the 
mod  genuine  and  difintereded  love,  to  gaze  with  exdacy 
on  the  divine  objeft  of  my  wiflies,  to  hear  the  mufic  of 
her  enchanting  tongue  1 and  to  rejoice  in  her  fmiles  of 
approbation,  which  will  banifli  the  mod  intolerable  fuf- 
penie  from  the  bofom  of 

“ Your  enraptured 
“ R R 

Having  finifhed  this  effufion,  I committed  it  to  the 
care  of  my  faithful  friend,  with  an  injunflion  to  fecond 
my  entreaty  with  all  her  eloquence  and  influence  ; and 
in  the  mean  time  went  todrefs,  with  an  intention  of  vi- 
fitting  Mrs.  Snapper  and  Mifs,  whom  I had  utterly  neg- 
Icfted,  and  indeed  nlmod  forgot,  fince  my  dear  Narciifa 
had  refumed  the  empire  of  my  foul.  The  old  gentle- 
woman received  me  very  kindly,  and  Mifs  affeifed  a 

frankncfs 
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franknefs  and  gaiety  which,  however,  I could  ealily 
perceive  were  forced  and  diflembled.  Among  otherthings, 
ihe  pretended  to  joke  me  upon  my  paflion  for  NarciUa, 
wliich  (he  averred  was  nofecret,  and  alked  if  I intended 
to  dance  with  her  at  the  next  afTembly.  I was  a good 
deal  concerned  to  find  myfell  become  the  town- talk  on 
this  fubjecl,  left  the  fquire,  having  notice  ot  my  incli- 
nations, (hould  difapprove  of  them,  and,  by  breaking 
off  all  correfpondence  with  me,  deprive  me  of  the  op- 
portunities I now  enjoyed.  But  I refolved  to  ufe  the 
intereft  I had  with  him  while  it  lafted  ; and  that  very 
night  meeting  him  occafionally,  alked  his  permUTion  to 
foricitker  company  at  the  ball,  which  he  very  readily 
granted,  to  my  inexprefiible  fatisfaclion. 

Having  been  kept  awake  the  greateft  part  of  the  night, 
by  a thoufand  delightful  reveries  that  took  pofTeffion  of 
my  fancy,  I got  up  betimes,  and,  flying  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  had  in  a little  time  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
Mils  Williams  approach,  with  a fmile  on  her  counte- 
nance, which  I interpreted  into  a good  omen.  Neither 
was  I miftaken  in  my  prefage  : She  prefented  me  with  a 
letter  from  the  idol  of  my  foul,  which,  after  having 
kifl':d  it  devoutly,  I opened  with  the  utinoft  eagernefs, 
and  was  bkfiTed  with  her  approbation  in  thefe  terms  : 

“SIR, 

*^0  fay  I look  upon  you  %vlth  indifference,  would  be 
a piece  of  diflimulation,  v/liich  I think  no  decorum 
requires,  and  no  cuftom  can  juftify.  As  my  heart  never 
felt  an  imprefllon  that  my  tongue  was  a(hamed  to  declare, 
I will  not  fcruple  to  own  myfrlf  pleafed  with  your  paflion; 
confident  of  your  integrity,  and  lb  well  convinced  of  my 
own  difcretion,  that  I lliould  not  hefitate  in  granting 
you  the  interview  you  defire,  were  I not  over-awed  by 
the  plying  curiofity  of  a malicious  world,  the  cenfure  of 
which  might  be  fatally  prejudicial  to  the  reputation  of 

Your 

NARCISSA.” 
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No  anchorite,  in  the  exftacy  of  devotion,  ever  adored 
a relique  with  more  fervour  than  that  with  which  I 
kifled  this  inimitable  proof  of  my  charmer’s  candour, 
generofity,  and  affeflion ! I read  it  over  an  hundred  times; 
was  raviflicd  with  her  confedlon  in  the  beginning  ; but 
the  fubfcription  o^your  Narcijfa,  yielded  me  fuch  delight 
as  I had  never  felt  before ! My  happinefs  was  dill  in- 
creafed  by  Mifs  Williams,  who  blefledme  with  a repe- 
tition of  her  lady’s  tender  exprefllons  in  my  favour,  when 
Ihe  received  and  read  my  letter.  In  ftioit,  I had  all  the 
reafon  in  the  world  to  believe  that  this  gentle  creature’s 
bofom  was  poflelTed  by  a paffion  for  me,  as  warm,  though 
perhaps  not  fo  impetuous,  as  mine  for  her. 

I informed  my  friend  of  the  fquire’s  confent  to  my 
dancing  with  Narciflaat  the  ball,  and  defined  her  to  tell 
her  miftrefs,  that  I would  do  myfelf  the  honour  of  vifit- 
ing  her  in  the  afternoon,  in  confequenceofhis  permifllon, 
when  I hoped  to  find  her  as  indulgent  as  her  brother  had 
been  complaifant  in  that  particular. — —Mifs  Williams 
exprefled  a good  deal  of  joy  at  hearing  I was  fo  much 
in  favour  with  the  fox-hunter,  and  ventured  toaffure  me, 
that  my  vifit  would  be  very  agreeable  to  my  miftrefs,  the 
rather,  becaufe  Bruin  was  engaged  to  dine  abroad— This 
was  a circumftance  which  I Icarce  need  fay  pleafed  me. 

1 went  immediately  to  the  long  room,  where  I found 

him,  and  affefling  to  know  nothing  of  his  engagement, 
told  him  I would  do  myfelf  the  pleafure  to  wait  upon 
him  in  the  afternoon,  and  to  prefent  his  fifter  with  a 
ticket  for  the  ball. — He  Ihook  me  by  the  hand,  accord - 
Ipg  to  cuftom,  and  giving  me  to  underftand  that  he  was 
to  dine  abroad,  delired  me  to  go  and  drink  tea  witn 
Narcifla  notwithftanding,  and  promifed  to  prepare  her 
for  my  vifit  in  the  mean  time. 

Every  thing  fucceeded  thus  to  my  wilh.  I waited  with 
incredible  impatience  for  the  time,  which  no  fooner  ar- 
rived than  I haftened  to  the  fcene,  which  my  fancy  had 
pre  occupied  long  before. — I was  introduced  accordingly 
to  the  dear  enchantrefs,  whom  I found  accompanied  by 
Mifs  Williams,  who,  on  pretence  of  ordering  tea,  re- 
tired at  my  approach — This  favourable  accident,  which 

alarmed 


RODERIC  random;  175 

alarmed  my  whole  foul,  difordered  her  allb. — I found 
myfclf  aftuated  by  an  irrefiftible  impulfe  : I advanced  to 
her  with  eagernels  and  awe  ; and  profiting  by  the  con- 
fufion  that  prevailed  over  her,  clafpecl  the  fair  angel  in 
my  aims,  and  imprinted  a glowing  kifs  upon  her  lips, 
more  foft  and  fragrant  than  the  dewy  rofe-bud  juft  burft- 
ing  from  the  ftem  ! Her  face  was  in  an  inftant  covered 
with  bluflies  ; her  eyes  fparkled  with  refentment  j I threw 
myfelf  at  her  feet,  and  implored  her  pardon.  Her  love 
became  an  advocate  in  my  caufe  ; her  look  foftened  into 
forgivenefs  ; (he  raifed  me  up,  and  chid  me  with  fo  much 
fweetnefs  of  diljpleafure,  that  I ftiould  have  been  tempted 
to  repeat  the  offence,  had  not  the  coming  in  of  a fervant 
with  the  tea-board  prevented  my  prefumption. — While 
we  were  fubjeft  to  be  interrupted  or  over- heard,  we  con- 
verfed  about  the  approaching  ball,  at  which  flie  promifed 
to  grace  me  as  a partner  j but  when  the  equipage  was 
removed,  and  we  were  left  alone,  I refumed  the  more 
interefting  theme,  and  expreffed  myfelf  with  fuch  tranf- 
port  and  agitation,  that  my  miftrefs,  fearing  I would 
commit  fome  extravagance,  rung  the  bell  for  her  maid, 
whom  ftie  detained  in  the  r^pm,  as  a check  upon  my  vi- 
vacity.— I was  not  forry  for  this  precaution,  becaufe  I 
could  unbofom  myfelf  without  referve  before  Mifs  Wil- 
liams, who  was  the  confidante  of  us  both. — I therefore 
gave  a loofe  to  the  infpirations  of  my  pafllon,  w’hich 
operated  (b  fuccefsfully  upon  the  tender  affections  of 
Narciffa,  that  (lie  laid  afide  the  conftraint  die  had  hitherto 
wore,  and  bleffed  me  with  the  moft  melting  declaration 
of  her  mutual  flame! — It  was  impofilble’for  me  to  for- 
bear taking  the  advantage  of  this  endearing  condefeen- 
fion. — She  now  gently  yielded  to  my  embraces,  while  I, 
encircling  all  that  I held  dear  within  my  arms,  tafted  in 
advance  the  joys  of  that  paradife  I hoped  in  a little  time 
wholly  to  poflefs  ! — We  fpent  the  afternoon  in  ail  the 
exftafy  of  hope  that  the  moft  fervent  love,  exchanged 
by  mutual  vows,  could  infpire  ; and  Mifs  Williams  was 
fo  much  affeCled  with  our  chafte  careffes,  which  recalled 
the  fad  remembrance  of  what  file  was,  that  her  eyes 
were  filled  with  tears. 


The 
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The  evening  being  pretty  far  advanced^  T forced  iny- 
felf  from  the  ckar  objea  ot  my  flame,  who  indulged  n-.e 
in  a tender  embrace  at  parting,  and  repairing  to  my 
lodgings,  communicated  to  my  friend  Strap^  every  cir- 
cumftance  of  my  happinels,  which  filled  liiin  with  lo 
much  pleafure  that  it  ran  over  at  his  eyes  ; and  he  prayed 
heartily  that  no  envious  devil  miglit,  as  formerly,  dafli 
the  cup  of  bleiTing  from  my  lip.— When  1 refleacd  on 
what  had  happened,  and  efpecially  on  the  unreferved 
proteftatlons  of  Nai  ciffa’s  love,  I could  not  help  being 
amazed  at  her  omitting  to  enquire  into  the  particular- 
circumftances  of  life  and  fortune  of  one  whom  (he  had 
favoured  with  her  affeclion,  and  I began  to  be  a little 
anxious  about  the  fituation  of  her  finances  5 well  k.now- 
incT  that  I fliould  do  an  irreparable  injuiy  to  the  perfon 
my  foul  held  mod  dear,  if  I fliould  efpoule  her,  without 
bein^f  able  to  fupport  her  in  the  rank  which  was  certainly 
her  due.— I had  heard  indeed,  while  I ferved  her  aunt, 
that  her  father  had  left  her  a confiderable  fum  ; and  that 
every  body  believed  (he  would  inherit  the  greatelf  part 
of  her  kinfwomairs  dowry,  but  1 did  not  know  how  far 
fhe  might  be  reftriaed  by  the  old  gentleman’s  will,  m 
the  enjoyment  of  what  he  left  her  j and  I v\as  too  well 
informed  of  the  virtuofo’s  late  conduft,  to  think  my 
miftrefs  could  have  any  expeaations  from  that  quarter.^ 
—I  confided,  however,  in  the  good  fenfe  and  policy  or 
my  charmer,  who,  I was  fure,  would  not  conlent  to 
•unite  her  fate  with  mine,  before  fire  had  fully  coniidcred 
and  provided  for  the  confequence. 

The  ball  night  being  arrived,  I drefled  myfclf  m a 
fuit  I had  relerved  for  fome grand  occafion  ; and  having 
•drank  tea  with  NarcilTa  and  her  brother,  conducted  my 
angel  to  the  I’cene,  where  flie  in  a moment  eclipfetl  all 
her  female  competitors  tor  beauty,  and  attraifed  the 
admiration  of  the  whole  afferably. — My  heart  dilated 
with  pride  on  this  occafion,  and  my  triumph  rejeaed  all 
bounds,  when,  after  we  had  danced  together,  a certain 
nobleman,  remarkable  for  his  figure  and  influence  m tlic 
beau  monde,  came  up,  and,  in  the  hearing  of  all  prelent, 

honoured  us  with  a very  particular  compliment,  ujxm 

our 
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oxir  accompllfluTients  and  appearance ; but  this  trani'poit 
was  toon  checked,  when  1 perceived  his  lordthip  attach 
himlelf  with  great  ailiduity  to  iny  iniihefs ; and  laj-  fome 
warm  things,  which,  I thought,  favoured  too  much  of 
);aflion. — It  was  then  I began  to  feel  the  pangs  of  jealoufy 
— I dreaded  tlie  power  ar.d  addrefs  of  my  rival — I fick- 
encd  at  his  dilcourll — When  flae  opened  her  lips  to  an- 

I'wer,  my  heart  died  within  me. When  fire  imiled,  I 

fc.t  the  pains  of  the  damned! — I was  enraged  at  his  pre- 
fumption;  I curfed  her  complaifance  1 At  length  he 
quitted  her,  and  went  to  the  other  fide  of  the  rjjin. — 
Narcilfa,  fulpefting  nothing  of  the  rage  that  inflamed 
me,  put  fome  quehions  to  me,  as  loon  as  he  was  gone, 
to  wliich  I made  no  reply,  but  affumed  a grim  look, 
which  too  w’ell  denoted  the  agitation  of  my  breaft,  and 
furprifed  her  not  a little.— She  no  fooner  obferved  my 
emotion,  than  Ihe  changed  colour,  and  afked  what  ailed 
me  ? but,  before  I could  make  anfwer,  her  brother, 
pulling  me  by  tlie  lleeve,  bade  me  take  notice  of  a lady 
who  iat  fronting  us,  whom  I immediately,  to  my  vaft 
aftonifhment,  diltinguifhed  to  be  Melinda,  accompanied 
by  her  mother,  and  an  elderly  gentleman,  whom  I did 
not  know.— — “ Wounds!  Mr.  Randan,  (cried  the 

fquire,)  is  fhe  not  a delicate  piece  of  fluff? ’Sdeath! 

I have  a good  mind — if  I thought  flie  was  a lingle  per- 
fon.” — Notwithttanding  the  perplexity  I was  in,  I had 
reflexion  enough  to  forefee  that  my  paflion  might  fuffer 
greatly  by  the  prefence  of  tills  lady,  who  in  all  proba- 
bility would  revenge  herfelf  up^n  me  for  having  for- 
merly dil^ced  her,  by  fpreading  reports  to  my  preju- 
dice.— I was  therefore  alaimed  at  thele  lymptoms  of  the 
fquire’s  admiration ; and  for  fome  time  did  not  know 
what  reply  to  make,  when  he  afk^  my  opinion  of  her 
beauty.  At  length  I came  to  a determination,  and  tcU 
him,  that  her  name  was  Melinda,  that  Ihe  had  a fortune 
of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  and  was  faid  to  be  under  pro- 
mife  of  marriage  to  a certain  lord,  who  deferred  lus 
nuptials  a few  months  until  he  fhould  be  of  age.  I 
thought  this  piece  of  intelligence,  which  I had  myfeif 
VoL.  II.  20  invented. 


17?  the  adventures  of 

invented,  would  have  liindered  him  effeflually  from  en- 
tertaining any  further  tlioughts  ot  her ; but  I was  egrc- 
gioufly  miftaken.  The  fox-hunter  had  too  much  felf- 
iiifficiency  to  defpair  of  fuccefs  againft  any  competitor 
on  earth.  He  therefore  made  light  of  her  engagement, 
faying,  with  a fmile  of  felf  approbation,  “ Mayhap  llie 
will  change  her  mind — What  fignifies  his  being  a lord  ? 
— I think  myfclf  as  good  a man  as  e’er  a lord  in  Chriften- 
dora ; — and  I’ll  fee  if  a commoner  worth  three  thouland 
a year  won’t  ferve  her  turn.” — This  determination 
ftaitled  me  not  a little.  I knew  he  would  foon  difcover 
the  contraiyof  what  I advanced,  and,  as  I believed  he 
would  find  her  ear  open  to  his  addrelfes,  did  not  doubt 
of  meeting  with  every  obftacle  in  my  amour,  that  her 

malice  could  Invent,  and  her  influence  execute. This 

reflexion  increafed  my  chagrin. — My  vexation  was  evi- 
dent.— ^Narcifla  infifted  on  going  home  immediately  5 and 
as  I led  her  to  the  door,  her  noble  admirer,  with  a look 
full  of  languifliment,  direfted  to  her  a profound  bow, 
which  flung  me  to  the  foul — Before  flie  went  into  the 
chair,  llie  alked,  with  an  appearance  of  concern,  what 
was  the  matter  with  me  ? and  I could  pronounce  no 
more  than,  “ By  heaven!  I’m  diflrafted.” 


CHAP. 
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’rrcrture.Uvubjeal!>ufy,  1 go  borne  and  abufe  Strap 

eei-ve  a mejfage  from  Narcijfa,  xn  confequence  oj  M 
I bajlen  to  her  apartment,  vehere  her  endeart?ig  ajju- 
reuiees  banijh  aU  my  doubts  and  apprebenfwns mmy 


rojices  oanijfj  uu  my  -ri- 

retreat  difco-ver  fomebodj  in  the  dark,  --wbom,  fufpeatng 
to  be  a fpy,  1 refolve  to  kill-,  but,  to  my  great  jurprife, 
am  con  vinced  of  bis  being  no  other  than  Strap  ^ 

jla>:ders  me — / become  acquainted  vjith  Lord 
nvil,  ^bo  endeavours  to  found  me  vjith  regard  to  Nar- 
cijl'a—the  fquire  is  introduced  to  bis  lordpp,  and gronvs 
cold  to-ivards  me— I learn  from  my  confidante,  that  thts 
nobleman  profejes  honourable  love  to  my  tnifirejs,  ^v/jo 
continues  faithful  to  me,  mtveithfianding.tbe  Jcandalms 
reports  Jke  has  beard  to  my  prejudice — / am  mortified 
ni-ith  an  ajfurance  that  her  whole  fortune  depends  upon 
the  pleafure  of  her  brother— Mr.  Freeman  condoles  me 
on  the  decline  of  my  cbaraFler,  which  I vindicate  fo 
tnucb  to  his  fatisfaaion,  that  he  undertakes  to  combat 
fame  in  my  behalf. 

Having  uttered  this  exclamation,  at  whicli  tne 
(Ighed,  I went  home  in  the  condition  of  a fiantic 
Bedlamite ; and  finding  the  fire  in  my  apartment  almoft 
extinguilhed,  vented  my  fury  upon  poor  Strap,  whole 
ear  I pinched  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  roared  hide- 
oufly  with  pain,  and  when  I quitted  my  hold,  looked  lb 
foolilhly  aghaft,  that  no  unconcerned  fpeilator  could 
have  feen  him,  without  being  leized  with  an  immoderate 
fit  of  laughter.  It  is  true,  I was  foon  fenfible  ot  the 
injury  I had  done,  and  alked  pardon  for  the  outrage  I 
had  committed ; upon  which  my  faithtul  valet,  lhaking 
his  head,  I'aKl,  “ I forgive  you,  and  may  God  forgive 
you.”  But  he  could  not  help  Ihedding  fonie  tears 
upkindnels. — I felt  unfpeakable  remorle  for  what  1 had 
done,  curled  my  own  ingratitude,  and  confidered  his  teais 
as  a reproach  that  my  foul,  in  her  prefent  diftuibance, 
could  not  bear. — It  let  all  my  pafllons  into  a leiment ; 
I fwore  horrible  oaths,  without  meaning  or  application  ; 
I foamed  at  the  mouth,  kicked  the  chairs  about  the 
Q a room. 
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room,  and  played  abundance  of  mad  pranks,  that  fright- 
ened my  friend  almoft  out  or  his  Rnfes. — At  length  my 
tranfport  fublided,  I became  melancholy,  and  wept  in- 
llnfibly. 

During  this  ftate  of  dejeftion,  I was  furprifed  with 
the  appearance  of  Mifs  Williams,  whom  Strap,  blubber- 
ing all  the  while,  had  conduced  into  the  chamber,  with- 
out giving  me  previous  notice  cf  her  approach. She 

was  extremely  affeiled  with  my  condition,  which  (he 
had  leained  from  him,  begged  me  to  moderate  my  paf- 
ficn,  fufpend  my  conjeftures,  and  follow  her  to  Narciffa, 

who  defired  to  fee  me  forthwith.. That  dear  name 

operated  upon  me  like  a charm ! I ftarted  up,  and,  with- 
out epening  my  lips,  w’as  condufled  into  her  apsrtment 
through  the  garden,  which  we  entered  by  a private 
door. — I found  the  adorable  creature  in  tears ! I was 
melted  at  the  fight — We  continued  filent  lor  feme  time — 
Ivly  heart  was  too  ftill  to  fpeak — Her  fnowy  bofom  heav- 
ed with  fond  refentment.  At  laft  Ihe,  fobbing,  cried, 
“ What  have  1 done  to  difobligeyou!” — My  heart  was 
pierced  with  the  tender  queftion  ! I drew  near  with  the 
utmott  reverence  of  aftefticn ! I fell  upon  my  knees  be- 
fore her,  and,  kilTing  her  hand,  exclaimed,  “ O!  thou 
art  all  goodnefs  and  perfeftion ! I am  undone  by  my 
want  of  merit!  I am  unworthy  to  poflefs  thy  charms, 
which  heaven  hath  deftined  for  the  arms  of  forae  more 
favoured  being.” — She  guelfed  the  caufe  of  my  difquiet, 
upbraided  me  gently  for  my  fufpicion,  and  gave  me  fuch 
flattering  alllirances  other  eternal  fidelity,  that  all  my 
doubts  and  fears  forfook  me,  and  peace  and  fatisfaftion 
reigned  witliin  my  breaft. 

At  midnight  I left  tlxe  fair  nymph  to  her  repofe,  and, 
being  let  out  by  Mifs  Williams  at  the  garden  gate  by 
w'hloli  I i ntered,  began  to  explore  my  way  homeward  in 
the  dark,  when  I heard  at  my  back  a noife  like  that  of 
a baboon  when  he  mows  and  chatters.  I turned  in- 
llantly,  and,  perceiving  fomething  black,  concludeel  I 
was  difeovered  by  fome  fpy',  employed  to  watch  for  that 
purpofe.  Aroufed  at  this  conjefture,  by  which  the  repu- 
tation 
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tation  of  the  virtuous  Narcifl'a  appeared  in  jeopardy,  I 
drew  my  Iword,  and  would  have  lacrificed  him  to  her 
fame,  had  not  the  voice  of  Strap  reftrained  my  arm.  It 
was  with  great  difficult)’  he  could  pronounce,  “ D— 
d — d — do!  mum — um — um — murder  me  if  you  pleafe. 


Such  an  eifeft  had  tiie  cold  upon  his  jaws,  that  his  teeth 
rattled  like  a pair  of  caffanets.  Pleafed  to  be  thus  un- 
deceived, I laughed  at  his  cor.fternation,  and  alkcd  what 


brought  him  tiulher?  Upon  which  he  gave  rne  to  under- 
ftand,  that  his  concern  tor  me  had  induced  him  to  tollow 


me  to  that  place,  where  the  fame  reafon  had  detained  him 
till  now;  and  he  frankly  owned,  that,  in  fpite  of  the 
efteem  he  had  for  Mifs  Williams,  he  began  to  be  vciy 
unealy  about  me,  confidering  the  difpofition  in  which  I 
went  abroad ; and,  if  I had  ftaid  much  lorgcr,  would 
have  certainly  alarmed  the  neighbourhood  in  my  behalf. 
The  knowledge  of  this  his  intention  confounded  me ! I 
reprefented  to  him  the  mifchievous  confequences  that 
would  haveattended  fuch  arafh  a£tlon,and  cautioning  him 
feverely  againft  any  fuch  defign  for  the  future,  concluded 
my  admonition  with  an  afl'urance,  that  in  cafe  he  fficuld 
ever  a£l  fo  madly,  I would,  without  hefitation,  put  him 
to  death.  “ Have  a little  patience,  (cried  he,  in  a la- 
mentable tone  ;)  your  difpleafure  will  do  the  bufinefs, 
without  your  committing  murder.”  I was  touched  with 
this  reproach ; and  as  foon  as  we  got  home,  made  it  my 
bufmel's  to  appeafe  him,  by  explaining  the  caufe  of  that 
tranfport,  during  which  I had  ufed  him  fo  unworthily. 
Next  day,  when  I went  into  the  long  room,  I oblei-ved 
feveral  whilpers  circulate  all  of  a ludden  ; and  did  not 
doubt  that  Melinda  had  been  bufy  with  my  chai-aiSler  ; 
but  I confoled  myfelf  with  the  love  of  Narcifl’a,  upon 
which  I relied  with  the  moil  perfeft  confidence,  and,  go- 
ing up  to  the  rowly-powly  table,  won  a few  pieces  from 
my  fufpefled  rival,  who,  with  an  eal')r  politenefs,  entered 
into  converfation  with  me,  and,  defiring  my  company  at 
the  coft’ee-houl’e,  treated  me  with  tea  and  chocolate.  I 
remembered  Strutwell,  and  guarded  againft  his  inflnuat- 
ing  behaviour : nor  was  my  fufpicion  wrong  placed  : he 

artfully 
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artfully  turned  the  difcourfc  upon  NarcHfa,  and  (ndei- 
voured,  by  hinting  at  an  intrigue  he  pretended  to  be 
engaged  in  elfewhcrc,  to  learn  what  connexion  there 
was  between  her  and  me.  But  all  his  fi..efie  was  in- 
elfedbual ; 1 was  convinced  of  his  diflimulaticn,  and  gave 
luch  general  anEvers  to  his  enquiries,  that  he  was  iorced 
to  drep  the  fubjedf,  and  talk  of  femething  >.lic. 

While  we  converfed  in  this  manner,  the  lavage  came 
in,  with  another  gentleman,  who  introduced  him  to  his 
lordfliip ; and  he  was  received  with  fuch  peculiar  marks  of 
diftiuHicn,  that  1 was  perfuaded  the  courtier  intended  to 
ufe  him  in  fome  (hape  or  other ; and  from  thence  I 
drew  an  unlucky  omen.  But  I had  more  caufe  to  he 
difmayed  the  following  day,  when  I faw  the  fquire  in 
company  with  Melinda  and  her  mother,  who  honoured 
me  with  feveral  difdainful  glances  j and  when  I after- 
wards threw  myfelf  in  his  way,  inftead  of  the  cordial 
llnke  of  the  hand,  he  returned  my  falute  with  a cold  re- 
pitition  of  “ Servant,  fervant;”  which  he  pronounced 
with  fuch  indiff  erence,  or  rather  contempt,  that  if  he  had 
not  been  NarcilTa’s  brother,  I Ihould  have  affronted  him 
in  public. 

Thefe  occun'ences  difturbed  me  not  a little.  I fore- 
faw  the  brooding  ftonn,  and  armed  myfelf  with  refolu- 
tion  for  the  occafion  ; but  Narcifl'a  being  at  flake,  I was 
far  from  being  refign^d. — I could  have  renounced  eyery 
ether  comfort  of  life  with  fome  degree  of  fortitude ; but 
the  profpeff  of  lofing  her,  difabled  all  my  philofophy, 
and  tortured  my  foul  into  madnefs. 

Mifs  Williams  found  me,  next  morning,  full  of  anx- 
ious tumult,  which  did  not  abate,  when  fhe  told  me,  that 
my  Lord  Quiverwit,  having  profelTed  honourable  inten- 
tions, had  been  introduced  to  my  lovely  miftrefs  by  her 
brother,  whq  had  at  the  fame  time,  from  the  informa- 
tion of  Melinda,  fpoke  of  me  as  an  Irifli  fortune-hunter, 
without  either  birth  or  eflate ; who  fupported  myfelf  in 
the  appearance  , of  a gentleman  by  fliai'ping,  and  other  in- 
famous praflices;  and  who  was  of  fuch  an  obfeure origin, 
that  1 did  not  even  know  my  own  extradbion. — Though 

I cxpefled 
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I expeaed  all  this  malice,  1 could  not  hear  it  with  tem- 
per, el'pecially  as  truth  was  lb  blended  with  faliehood  in 
the’alTertion,'  that  it  would  he  almoll  impoflh->le  to  fe- 
paratc  the  one  from  the  other  in  my  vindication.  But 
I laid  nothing  on  this  head,  being  impatient  to  itnow 
how  Narciffa  had  been  afFeaed  with  the  dilc(>very.  ■ 
That  generous  creature,  far  from  believing  thele  impu- 
tations, was  no  Iboner  withdrawn  with  her  confidante, 
than  Ate  inveighed  with  great  warmth  againft  the  male- 
volence of  the  world,  to  which  only  llie  alcribecl  the 
whole  of  what  had  been  faid  to  my  difadvantage ; and 
calling  every  circumftance  of  my  behaviour  to  her,  into 
review  before  her,  found  every  thing  fo  polite,  honour- 
able and  difinterefted,  that  Ihe  could  not  harbour  the 
leaft  doubt  of  mv  being  the  gentleman  I alTumed.' 

“ I have  indeeil  (faid  Ihe)  purpofely  forebore  to  alk  the 
particulars  of  his  life,  lelt  the  recapitulation  of  fome 
misfortunes,  which  he  has  undergone,  Ihould  give 
pain : and  as  to  the  article  ot  his  fortune,  I own  myfelf 
equally  afraid  of  enquiring  into  it,  and  of  difcovering  the 
litaiation  of  my  ov/n,  lelt  we  Ihould  find  ourfelves  both 
unhappy  in  the  explanation  ; for,  alas ! my  provifion  is 
conditional,  and  depends  entirely  on  mai'iying  with  my 

brother’s  confer.t.”  _ , i-  e 

I was  thunderllruck  with  this  intelligence  ; the  light 
forlbok.  my  eyes,  the  colour  vanilhed  trom  my  cheeks, 
and  I remained  in  a ftate  of  univerfal  trepidation ! My 
female  frieml  perceiving  my  diforder,  encouraged  me  with 
alVurances  of  Narcilfa’s  conftancy,  and  the  hope  of  fome 
accident  favourable  to  our  love ; and,  as  a further  con- 
Iblation,  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  Ihe  had  acquainted 
my  miftrefs  with  the  outlines  of  my  life ; and  that  al- 
though Ihe  was  no  ftranger  to  the  prefent  low  ftate  of  my 
finances,  her  love  and  elfeem  were  rather  increafed  than 
diminilhed  by  the  knowledge  ot  my  circumltances.  I 
was  greatly  comforted  by  this  alfurance,  which  laved 
me  a world  of  confufion  and  anxiety:  for  I muft  have 
imparted  my  fituaticn  one  day  to  Narciffa  ; and  this  talk 
I could  not  have  pcrtomicd  without  lhame  and  diforder. 
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As  I did  not  doubt  that,  by  this  time,  the  fcandaloiis 
afperfions  or  Melinda  were  diffufed  all  over  the  town,  I 
relblved  to  colleft  my  whole  ftrength  of  aflurance,  to 
brow-beat  the  efforts  of  her  malice,  and  to  publifli  her 
adventure  with  the  Frenchified  barber,  by  way  of  re- 
prifal. — In  the  mean  time,  having  promifed  to  be  at  the 
garden  gate  about  midnight.  Mils  Williams  took  her 
leave,  bidding  me  repole  myfelf  entirely  on  the  affeftion 
of  my  dear  NarcilTa,  which  was  as  perfcft  as  inviolable. 

• Before  I went  abroad  I was  vilited  by  Freeman, 

who  came  on  purpofe  to  inform  me  of  the  infamous 

Itories  that  were  railed  at  my  expence.' 1 heard  them 

with  great  temper,  and  in  my  turn  difclofed  every  thing 
that  had  happened  between  Melinda  and  me  ; and,  among 
other  circumltances,  entei  tained  him  with  the  ftory  of  the 
barber,  letting  him  know  what  fliare  is  friend  Banter 
had  in  that  affair.  He  v/as  convinced  of  the  injuiy  my 
reputation  had  fuffcred,  and  no  longer  doubting  the 
fountain  from  whence  this  deluge  of  flander  had  flowed 
upon  me,  undertook  to  undeceive  the  town  in  rny  be- 
half, and  roll  the  ftream  back  upon  its  fource  j but  in 
the  mean  time  cautioned  me  from  appearing  in  public 
while  the  prepolfeflion  was  lb  ftrong  againft  me,  left  I 
fliould  meet  with  fome  affront  that  might  have  bad  con- 
fequences. 

CHAP.  XXII. 

I recei’ve  an  extraordinary  mejfage  at  the  door  of  the  long 
room,  nuhich  I honve'vcr  enter,  and  affront  the  /quire, 
nvho  threatens  to  take  the  la-iv  of  me — rebuke  Melinda 

for  her  malice -Jhe  n.veeps  n.vith  vexation Lord 

e^tmer-ivft  is  fevere  upon  me 1 retoid  his  farcafm 

am  recei'ved  -Tvitb  the  utmoji  tender nefs  by  Narciffa, 

•who  defires  to  hear  the  hijlory  of  my  life ive  'vovr 

eternal  conjlancy  to  one  another — 1 retire— r- — am  -ivaked 
by  a meffenger,  who  brings  a challenge  from  S^ui'ver- 
wit,  whom  I meet,  engage,  and  <va>:quijh. 

T THANKED  him  tor  his  advice,  which,  however, 
my  pride  and  refentment  would  not  permit  me  to  fol- 
low j for  he  no  fooner  left  me,  in  order  to  do  juftice  to 

my 
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my  charafler  among  his  friends  and  accjuaintance,  than 
I ihllied  out,  and  went  dircftly  to  the  long  room.  I 


was  met  at  the  door  by  a fen' ant,  who  prefented  to  me 
a billet,  without  a fubfeription,  importing  that  my  pre- 
fence was  difagreeable  to  the  company,  and  deliring  I 
would  take  the  hint  without  further  difturbance,  and 
bellow  myfclf  elfewhere  for  the  luture. — This  peremp- 
tory nielfage  filled  me  withmdignation.  I followed  the 
fellow  who  delivered  it,  and  feizing  him  by  the  collar, 
in  the  prefence  of  all  the  company,  threatened  to  put 
him  inllantiy  to  death,  if  he  did  not  dilcover  the  fcoun- 
drel  who  had  charged  him  with  fuch  an  impudent  com- 
miflion,  that  I might  punilh  him  as  he  deleiwed.  The 
melfenger,  affrighted  at  my  menaces  and  furious  looks, 
fell  upon  his  knees,  and  told  me,  that  the  gentleman 
who  ordered  him  to  deliver  the  letter  was  no  other  than 
Narciffa’s  brother,  who  at  th  .t  time  flood  at  the  other 
end  of  the  room,  talking  to  Melinda.'  - -I  went  up  to 


him  immediately,  and,  in  the  heai'ing of  his  inamorata, 
accoifed  him  in  thefe  words : “ Lookee,  Icjuire,  was  it 
not  for  one  confideration  that  protedls  you  from  my  re- 
fentraent,  I would  cane  you  whei^e  you  fland,  tor  hav- 
ing had  the  preliimption  to  fend  me  this  fcun'ilous  inti- 
mation j”  which  I tore  to  pieces,  and  threw  in  his  face. 
At  the  fame  time  darting  an  angry  regard  at  his  milfrefs, 
I told  her  I was  forry  Ihe  had  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
compliment  her  upon  her  invention,  but  at  the  expence 
of  her  good-nature  and  veracity.— Her  admirer,  whole 
courage  never  role  but  in  proportion  to  the  wme  he  ha.d 
Iwallo'.ved,  inflead  of  relenting  my  addrels  in  what  is 
called  an  honourable  'vay,  thre-.nened  to  proiecute  me 
for  an  affault,  and  took  witnefles  accordingly ; while 
(Ire,  piousd  at  his  pulillanimous  behaviour,  and  enraged 
at  thefarcafm  I had  uttered  againfl  her,  endeavoured  to 
make  her  quarrel  a public  caufe,  and  wept  algud  with 
fpite  and  vexation. The  tears  of  a lady  could  not 


luitc  <tiiu  vcAJinvii* A — j ; 

fail  of  attracting  the  notice  and  concern  of  the  Ipefla- 
tors,  to  whom  Ihe  complained  of  my  rudencls,  with 
great  bittemefs,  faying,  if  Ihe  was  a man,  1 durll  not 

ule 
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ufe  her  fo. The  greateft  part  of  the  gentlemen,  aJ, 

ready  prejudiced  againft  me,  were  offended  at  the  liberty 
I had  taken,  as  appeared  from  their  looks ; though  none 
of  them  fignified  their  difguft  any  other  way,  except  my 
Lord  Qu^iverwit,  who  ventured  to  fay  with  a fneer,  that 
I was  in  the  right  to  eftablifh  my  owm  charafter,  of 

which  he  had  now  no  longer  any  doubt. Nettled  at 

this  fevere  equmoque,  which  raifed  a laugh  at  my  expence, 
I i-eplied  with  fome  warmth,  “ I am  proud  of  having  in 
in  that  particular  got  the  ftart  of  your  lordftiip.” — 
He  made  no  anfwer  to  my  repartee,  but,  with  a con- 
temptuous fmile,  walked  off,  leaving  me  in  a veiy  dil- 
agreeable  fituation. — In  vain  did  I make  up  to  feveral 
people  of  my  acquaintance,  whofe  converiatlon,  I hoped, 
would  banifh  my  confufion;  every  body  ftiunned  me  like 
a perfon  infefted,  and  I fhould  not  have  been  able  to 
bear  my  difgrace,  had  not  the  idea  of  the  ever-faithful 
and  fond  Narciffa  come  to  my  relief. — I quitted  the  fcene 
of  my  mortification,  and  fauntering  about  the  town, 
happened  to  wake  from  my  contemplation,  when  I found 
mylelf  juft  oppofite  to  a toy-lhop,  which  I entered,  and 
purchafed  a ring  fet  with  a ruby  in  the  fonn  of  a heart, 
lurrounded  by  diamond  fparks,  for  which  I paid  ten 
guineas,  intending  it  for  a prefent  to  the  charmer  of  my 
foul. 

I was  introduced,  at  the  hour  appointed,  to  this  di- 
vine creature,  who,  notwithftanding  what  Ihe  had  heard 
to  my  difadvantage,  received  me  with  the  utmoft  confi- 
dence and  tendernefs  ; and  having  been  informed  of  th<i 
general  (ketches  of  ray  life,  by  Mifs  Williams,  exprcl- 
fed  a defire  of  knowing  the  particular  circumftances, 
, which  I related  with  great  candour,  omitting  however 
fome  things  which  I concluded  altogether  improper  for 
her  ear,  and  which  the  reader’s  refleifion  will  eafily  fug- 

geft. As  my  ftory  was  little  elfe  than  a recital  of 

misfortunes,  the  tear  of  lympathy  ceafed  not  to  trickle 
down  her  enchanting  eyes  during  the  whole  of  the  nar- 
ration; which,  when  I had  finiihed,  (he  recompenfed  me 
for  my  trouble  witlt  the  moft  endearing  proteltations  of 

eternal 
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■•eternal  love.' She  bewaileil  her  reftrifted  condition,  as 

it  was  the  means  of  retarding  iny  happinefs ; told  me, 
that  Lord  Qu^iverwit,  by  her  brother’s  pennifllon,  had 
been  to  drink  tea  with  her  that  very  afternoon,  and 

■ aSually  propofed  man'iage  ; and  feeing  me-  extremely 
affefled  with  this  piece  of  information,  offered  to  give  me 

: a convincing  proof  of  her  affection,  by  efponfing  me  in 
private,  and  leaving  the  reft  to  fate. — I was  penetrated 
with  this  inftance  of  her  regard ; but,  that  I might  not 
be  outdone  in  generofity,  reftfted  the  bewitching  temp- 
tation, in  confideratlon  of  her  honour  and  intereft  : at 
the  fame  time,  I prefented  my  ring  as  a pledge  of  my 
inviolable  attachment,  and  on  my  knep  implored  hea- 
ven to  ftiower  its  curfes  on  my  head,  it  ever  my  heart 
Ihould  entertain  one  thought  unworthy  of  the  paflion  I 

■ then  avowed. — She  received  my  token,  gave  me  in  re- 
turn her  pifture  in  miniature,  exquifitely  drawn,  and  fet 
in  gold  j and  in  the  fame  pofture  called  heaven  to  wit- 
nels,  and  to  judge  her  flame.— Our  vows  being  thus  re- 
ciprocally breathed,  a confidence  of  hope  enftied;  and 
our  mutual  fondnefs  becoming  as  intimate  as  innocence 
would  allow,  I grew  infenfible  of  the  progrefs  of  time, 
and  it  was  morning  before  I could  tear  myfelf  from  this 
' darling  of  my  foul ! My  good  angel  forefaw  what  would 
! happen,  and  permitted  m.e  to  indulge  myfelf  on  this  oc- 

cafion,  in  ccnfideration  of  the  fatal  abfence  I was  doom- 
ed to  luflFer. 

I went  to  bed  immediately  on  my  return  to  my  lodg- 
ing, and  having  flept  about  two  hours,  was  waked  by 
Strap,  who,  in  gi'cat  confufion,  told  me,  there  was  a 
fbotman  below  with  a letter,  which  he  would  deliver  to 

nobody  but  myfelf. Alarmed  at  this  piece  of  news, 

I defired  my  friend  to  (hew  him  up  to  my  chamber,  and 
received  the  following  letter,  which,  he  faid,  required 
an  immediate  anfwer. 

“SIR, 

'V'^HEN  any  man  injures  my  honour,  let  the  difference 
* ^ of  rank  between  us  be  ever  fo  great,  I am  con- 
tented to  wave  the  privilege  of  my  quality,  and  to  feek 

reparation 
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rcp:iration  from  him  on  equal  terms. — The  infolence  of 
your  reply  to  me  yefterclay  in  the  long  room,  I ir.ight 
have  overlooked,  had  not  your  prefumptive  emulation  in 
a much  more  intcrefting  affair,  atid  a difcovtiy  which  I 
made  this  morning,  concuiTcd  in  perfuading  me  to  chaff  ife 

your  audacity  with  my  I'word. If  you  therefore  have 

Ipirit  enough  to  iiipport  the  cliai-afler  you  affume,  you 
will  not  fail  to  follow  the  bearer  immediately  to  a con- 
venient place,  where  you  fliall  be  met  by 

Quiverwit.” 

Whether  I was  enervated  by  the  love  aitd  favour  of 
Narciffa,  or  awed  by  the  fuperior  ftation  of  my  antagonilf, 
I know  net,  but  I never  had  lefs  inclination  to  fight 
than  at  this  time.  However,  finding  there  was  a necef- 
fity  for  vindicating  the  reputation  of  my  miftrefs,  as  w'dl 
as  for  afferting  my  own  honour,  I forthwith  rofe,  and 
drefling  in  a hurry,  put  on  my  fword,  bade  Strap  attend 
me,  and  fet  out  with  mycondu6for,  curfingmybad  for- 
tune all  the  way,  for  having  been  obferved  in  ray  return 
from  my  angel ; for  lb  I interpreted  his  lordlhip’s  dif- 
covery. — When  I came  within  fight  of  my  rival,  his 
lacquey  told  me,  he  had  orders  tolfopj  upon  w'hich,  I 
commanded  Strap  to  halt  alfo,  while  I walked  forward  ; 
refolving,  if  pofliblc,  to  come  to  an  explanation  with  my 
challenger,  before  we  lliould  come  to  battle. — Nor  was 
an  opportunity  wanting;  for  I no  fooner  approached, 
than  he  alkcd  with  a Item  countenance.  What  bufinels 
1 had  in  Mr.  Topehall’s  garden  ib  early  in  the  morn- 
ing ? — “ I don’t  know,  my  lord,  (faid  1,)  how  to  anfwer 
a queftion  put  to  me  with  fuch  magiftcrial  haughtinefs. 
— If  your  lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  expoffulate  calmly,  you 
will  have  no  caul'e  to  repent  of  your  condefeenfion. — ^ — • 
Othenvife,  I am  not  to  be  Intimidated  into  any  confels 
fion.” — “ There  is  no  room  for  denial,  (anfwered  he.) 
I faw  you  come  out  with  my  own  eyes.” — “ Did  any 

other  perlbn  fee  me  1”  (faid  I.) “ I neither  kiiow 

nor  care,  (faid  he.)  I want  no  other  evidence  than  that 
of  2ny  own  fenfes.”— Fleafed  to  hear  that  the  fulpicion 

was 
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■was  confined  to  him  alone,  1 endeavoured  to  appcale  his 
kalouly,  by  owning  an  intrigue  with  the  waiting- maid: 
but  he  had  too  much  dilcernment  to  be  fo  ealily  impoled 
upon,  and  told  me,  there  was  only  one  way  to  convince 
him  of  the  truth  of  what  I alledged ; which  was  no  other 
than  renouncing  all  claim  to  Narcilfa,  upon  oath,  and 
promifing,  upon  honour,  never  to  ipeak  to  her  lor  the 
tuture.— Exal'perated  at  this  propolal,  I unllieathed  my 
fwor'd,  laying,  “ Heavens  1 what  title  have  you,  or  any 
man  on  eai'th,  to  impole  luch  tenns  on  me ! He  did 
the  lame,  and  makingtowards  me  witha  contrafted  brow, 
laid,  I v.-as  a villain,  and  had  dilhonoured  Narciffa. — 
“ He’s  a fcandalous  villain  (I  replied,  in  a tranl’port  of 
furj-)  who  brands  me  with  th  .t  imputation  ! She  is  a 
thoufand  times  more  challe  than  the  mother  that  bore 
you;  and  I will  aflert  her  honour  with  my  heart’s  blood!” 
— So  faving,  I milled  upon  him  with  more  eagernefs 
than  addrels,  and  endeavouring  to  get  within  his  point, 
received  a wound  in  my  neck,  which  redoubled  my  rage. 

He  excelled  me  in  temper  as  well  as  in  Ikill,  by 

which  means  he  parried  rpy  thrufts  with  great  calmnels, 
until  I had  almoft  exhaulted  my  Ipirits ; and  when  he 
perceived  me  beginning  to  flag,  attacked  me  fiercely  in 

his  turn. Finding  himlelf  however  better  oppoled 

than  he  expefted,  he  refolved  to  follow  his  longe,  and 
dole  with  me  : accordingly,  his  I'word  entered  my  waift- 
coat,  on  the  fide  of  the  breall-bone,  and  nmning  up  be- 
tween my  Ihirt  and  Ikin,  appeared  over  my  left  llioulder. 
I imagined  that  his  weapon  had  perforated  my  lungs, 
and  of  confequence  that  the  wound  was  mortal;  there- 
fore, detennined  not  to  die  unrevenged,  I leizedhis  Ihell, 
which  was  dole  to  my  breaft,  before  he  could  dilentan- 
glehis  point,  and,  keeping  it  fall:  with  my  left  hand, 
liicrtened  my  own  Iwcrd  with  my  right,  intend  iiig'to 
run  him  through  the  heart ; but  he  received  the  tlirulf  in 
the  left  aim,  which  penetrated  up  to  the  flioulder-blade. 

Dilappeinttd  in  this  expeftation,  and  afraid  Itill  that 

death  would  Irulfratc  my  revenge,  I grappled  with  him, 
an<'.,  being  much  the  Itronger,  tluew  him  upon  the  ground, 
VoL.  11.  20  K where 
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where  I wreftedhis  (word  out  of  his  hand,  and,  fo  great 
was  my  confulion,  inftead  of  turning  the  point  upon  him, 

ftinck  out  three  of  his  fore-teeth  with  the  hilt. In 

the  mean  time,  our  fervants  feeing  us  lall,  ran  up  to 
feparate  and  afliftus;  but,  before  their  approach,  I was 
upon  my  feet,  and  had  difeovered,  that  my  fuppoiird 
mortal  wound  was  only  a flight  fcratch.  The  knowledge 
of  my  own  fafety  difarmed  me  of  a good  deal  of  ray  re- 
fentment,  and  I began  to  enquire  with  foine  concern 
into  the  fituation  of  my  antagonift,  who  remained  on  the 
ground  bleeding  plentifully  at  his  mouth  and  arm. — I 
helped  his  footman  to  raile  him,  and,  having  bound  up 
his  wound  with  my  handkerchief,  afluredhim  it  was  not 
dangerous.  I likewife  rclfored  his  fword,  and  offered  to 
fupport  him  to  his  houfe. — He  thanked  me,  with  an  air 
of  fullen  dignity;  and,  whifptring  that  I fliould  hear 
from  him  foon,  went  av/ay,  leaning  on  his  fervant's 
fhoulder. 

I was  fiirprifed  at  this  promife,  which  I conftrued  into 
a threat,  and  refolved,  if  ever  he  fliould  call  me  out  again, 
to  ufe  whatever  advantage  fortune  might  give  me  over 
him  in  another  manner. — In  the  mean  time,  I had  lei- 
fure  to  take  notice  of  Strap,  wlio  Teemed  quite  ftupified 
with  horror.  I comforted  him  with  an  aifurance  that  I 
had  received  no  damage,  and  explained  the  nature  of  this 
affair,  as  we  walked  homeward. — By  that  time  I had 
got  into  my  apartment,  I found  the  wound  in  my  neck 
ftiff  and  unealy,  and  a good  deal  of  clotted  blood  run 
down  upon  my  fhirt : Upon  which  I pulled  off  my  coat 
and  waillcoat,  and  unbuttoned  my  collar,  that  I raigiit 
drefs  it  with  more  eafe. — My  friend  no  fooner  perceived 
my  fhirt  quite  dyed  with  blood,  than,  imagining  I had 
got  at  leaf!  twenty  thoufand  wounds,  he  cried,  “ O 1 
Jefus  !”  and  fell  flat  on  the  floor. — I ilopt  the  bleeding 
with  a little  dry  lint,  and  applying  a plaller  over  it, 
cleanfed  myfelf  from  the  gore,  Ihiftedanddrefl'ed,  while 
he  lay  fenfelefs  at  my  feet;  lb  that  when  he  recovered, 
and  faw  me  perfeflly  well,  he  could  I'carce  believe  his 
own  eyes. — Now  that  the  danger  was  pafl,  I was  very 

Wed 
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well  plcafed  with  what  had  happened,  homing  that  it 
would  loon  becoir.e  known,  and  conlequently  dignity 
my  chnraacr  not  a little  in  this  place.-l  was  alfo  proud 
of  having  Ihewnmyfelf,  in  fome  lliapc,  worthy  the  love 

of  Nurcilfa,  who,  I was  perhiaded,  would  not  thmk  the 
worfe  of  me  tor  what  1 had  done. 

CHAP.  XXIII.  . 

J am  vifacd  hy  Freemaa,  ^'ith  vjbom  I appear  in  public, 

and  am  careffed am  fent  for  by  Lord  ^rver-zvit, 

Kvhofe  prefence  I quit  in  a paffion Narciffa  is  car- 

r 'ud  of  by  her  brother 1 intend  to  purfue  him,  and 

am  dijfuaded  by  my  friend engage  in  play,  and  lofe 

all  my  money Jet  out  for  London try  myjoitune 

at  the  gaming-table,  without  fuccefs recetzie  a let- 
ter Jrorn  Narcifa bilk  my  iaylor.  „ sx-  . 

"IXyHILE  I entertained  myl'elf  with  thefe  refleftions, 
tl'.e  news  of  the  duel  being  communicated  by  lorne 
unknown  chai'inel,  fpread  all  over  the  town.  I 
fited  by  p'reeman,  who  teftified  his  lurprife  at  finding 
me;  for  he  was  told,  that  Lord  Qn^lveiwit  being  dead 
of  h:s  wounds,  I had  abfeonded,  in  order  tp  avoid  the 
co^izance  of  the  law-  I alked  if  people  gue  e t e 
oefafion  of  the  quai'rel;  and,  underftanding  it  was  at- 
tributed  to  his  lordlhip’s  refentment  ot  my  reply  ^he 
long  room,  confirmed  that  conjeaure,  glad  to  hnd  Nar- 

cilia  unfulpefted. My  friend,  after  I h^  affured  hitn 

that  my  antagonift  was  in  no  danger,  wilhed  j°y  ° 
the  event,  than  which,  he  laid,  nothing  could  happen 
more  opportunely  to  fupport  the  idea  he  had 
my  chiaaer  to  his  friends,  among  whom  he  had  been 

Ter\-  afliduous  in  my  behalf. 

On  the  ftrength  of  this  alTuiance,  I went  with  him 
to  the  cotfee-houle,  where  I was  liduted  by  a great  mariy 
of  thofe  very  pcrlbns  who  had  Ihunned  me  the  preced- 
ing day;  and  ! found  twery  body  making  merry  with 
the  ftow  of  Melinda's  French  gallmt.— While  I remain- 
ed in  tliis  place,  I received  a melVagefrom  Lord  Quiver- 
wit,  defiring,  if  I was  not  engaged,  to  lee  me  at  his 

R , Thither 
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Thither  I immecliutcly  repaired,  and  was  conduced 
to  an  apartment,  where  I was  received  by  his  lordihip 
in  bed. — When  we  were  left  by  ourfelves,  he  thanked 
me  in  very  polite  tenns,  for  having  ufed  the  advantage 
fortune  had  given  me  over  him  with  fuch  moderation  5 
and  alked  pardon  for  any  offence  his  refentment  miglit 

have  prompted  him  to  commit. “ I would  will- 

ingly  (faid  he)  make  you  my  friend ; but  as  it  is  impolli- 
ble  for  me  to  divelt  myielf  of  iny  paflion  for  Narciffa, 
I am  too  well  convinced  of  your  lentiments,  to  think 
we  fliall  ever  agree  on  that  fubjeff . I took  the  liberty, 
therefore,  of  lending  for  you,  in  order  to  oevn  candidly, 
that  r cannot  help  oppoling  your  luccefs  with  that  young 
lady  j though,  at  the  fame  time,  I promile  to  regulate 
my  oppofition  by  thediftates  ofjuftice  and  honour.  This, 
however,  I think  proper  to  advertife  you  of,  that  Ihe  has 
no  independent  fortune,  and,  if  you  Ihould  even  fucceed 
in  your  addreffes,  you  would  have  the  mortification  to 
fee  her  reduced  to  indigence,  unlel's  you  have  where- 
withal to  fupport  her And  I am  credibly  informed 

of  your  incapacity  that  way Nay,  I muft  confefs, 

that,  urged  by  this  confideration,  I have  aflually  lent 
notice  to  her  brother,  of,  the  progrefs  I fulpecl  you  have 
made  in  her  affeflion,  and  delired  him  to  take  his  pre- 
cautions accordingly.” — Alanned  and  provoked  at  this 
information,  I told  his  lordlhip,  that  I did  not  fee  how 
he  could  reconcile  that  piece  of  conduft  with  his  pro- 
fellion  of  open  dealing,  and  flung  away  from  him  in  a 
paflion. 

As  I walked  homeward,  in  hope  of  hearing  from  my 
miftrefs,  as  ufual,  by  means  of  Mifs  Williams,  I was 
ftirprifed  with  the  waving  of  a handkerchief  from  the 
window  of  a coach  and  fix  that  paffed  by  me  at  full 
fpeed ; and,  upon  further  obfervation,  I faw  a fen-ant 
on  horfeback  riding  after  it,  who,  I knew  by  his  lively, 
•belonged  to  the  fquire. — Thunderlbaick  with  this  dif- 
covery,  the  knowledge  of  my  misfortune  rulhed  all  at 
once  upon  my  refleflion ! — I guelfed  immediately  that 
the  fignal  was  made  by  the  deai-  hand  of  Nai'ciffa,  who, 

being 
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belns;  hurried  away  in  confequence  of  Lord  Qiiivei-wit’s 
intflage  to  her  brotherj  had  no 'other  method  ot  relating 
her  diftiel's,  and  imploring  niy  afliftance. — Frantic  with 
this  conjcfture,  I ran  tom)' lodgings,  fnatched  my  pidols, 
and  ordered  Strap  to  get  poft-hories,  with  fnch  incohe- 
rence of  I’peech  and  dil’oiuer,  that  the  poor  valet,  ter- 
rilied  with  the  liifpicion  of  another  duel,  inftead  of  pro- 
viding what  I defined,  went  foilhwith  to  Freeman,  who, 
being  mformed  of  my  behaviour,  came  ftraight  to  my 
apartment,  and  conjured  me  fo  pathetically  to  make  him 
acquainted  with  the  caufe  of  my  unealinefs,  that  1 could 
not  refufe  telling  him  my  happinefs  was  fled  with  Nar- 
cifla,  and  that  I mull  retrieve  her  or  perilli.  He  repre- 
fented  the  madnels  of  fuch  an  undertaking,  and  endea- 
voured to  divert  me  irom  it  with  great  ftrength  ot  trieiid- 
fliip  and  i-eafon:  But  all  his  argtiments  would  have  been 
inetfeftual,  had  he  not  put  me  in  mind  of  the  dependence 
1 ought  to  have  on  the  love  of  Narcifla,  and  the  attach- 
ment of  her  maid,  who  could  not  tail  of  finding  oppor- 
tunities to  advertife  me  of  their  fituation ; and  at  the 
fame  time  demonftrated  the  injury  my  charmer  s reputa- 
tion mull  fufter  from  my  precipitate  retreat.  I was 
convinced  and  compofed  by  thefe  confiderations.  I ap- 
peared in  public  with  an  air  of  tranquillity,  was  well 
received  by  the  bell  com.pany  in  town,  and,  my  misfor- 
tune taking  air,  condoled  accordingly;  while  I had  the 
fatisfaftion  of  feeing  Melinda  fo  univerfally  difeounte- 
nanced,  that  (he  was  fain  to  return  to  London,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  feoffs  and  cenfure  of  the  ladies  at  Bath. — 
But  though  the  hope  of  hearing  from  the  darling  of  my 
foul  fupported  my  fpirits  a little  while,  I began  to  be 
very  unculy,  when  at  the  end  of  feveral  weeks  I found 
that  exjjefiationdifappointed. — In  fhort,  melancholy  and 
dcfponcit-nce  took  poifeffion  of  my  foul;  and,  repining 
at  that  Providence  which,  by  afling  the  ftep-mother  to- 
wards me,  kept  me  from  the  fruition  of  my  wifkes,  I 
determined,  in  a fit  of  defpair,  to  rifk  all  1 had  at  the 
gaming-table,  with  a view  of  acquiring  a fortune  fuf- 
ficient  to  render  ms  independent  for  life;  or  of  plunging 
K 3 myielf 
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myfclflnto  fiicli  a Itate  of  miiery,  as  would  effe£hially 
crufh  cvtriy  ambitious  hope  that  now  tortured  my  imagi- 
nation. 

Aftuated  by  this  fatal  refolutlon,  I engaged  in  play ; 
and,  after  lon  e tuims  of  fortune,  found  raylclf,  at  the 
end  of  three  days,  worth  a thoufand  pounds  5 but  it  was 
not  my  intention  to  ftop  there,  for  which  cuufe  I kept 
Strap  ignorant  of  my  fuccefs,  and  continued  my  caret)-, 
until  I was  reduced  to  live  guineas,  which  I would  have 
hazarded  alfo,  had  I not  been  adiamed  to  fall  from  a bet 
of  two  hundred  povinds  to  fuch  a petty  lum. 

Having  thus  executed  my  fcheme,  I went  home,  ama- 
zed to  find  myfelf  fo  much  at  eafe,  and  Informed  my 
friend  Strap  of  my  milchance,  with  fuch  calmnefs,  that 
he,  imagining  I joked,  affefted  to  receive  the  tidings 

with  great  equanhnity. But  both  he  and  I found 

ourfclves  miftaken  very  foon. — I had  mifintei-preted  my 
ow;i  ftupidity  into  deliberate  refignatlon  j and  he  had 
rcalbn  to  believe  me  in  earneft,  when  he  faw  me  next 
morning  agitated  with  the  moft  violent  defpaii',  which 
he  endeavoured  to  alleviate  with  all  the  conl'olation  in  his 
power. 

In  one  of  my  lucid  intervals,  however,  I charged 
him  to  take  a place  in  the  ftage- coach  for  London;  and 
in  the  mean  time  paid  my  debts  in  Bath,  which  amount- 
ed to  thirty  fhiliings  only. — Without  taking  leave  of  my 
friends,  I embai'ked,  (Strap  having  the  good  fortune  to 
fmd  a return  horfe,)  and  arrived  in  town,  withouthaving 
met  with  any  thing  remarkable  on  the  road.  AVhiiewe 
crofTed  Baglliot-heath,  I was  feized  with  a fort  of  inclina  - 
tion  to  retrieve  my  fortune,  by  laying  paiVengers  under 
contribution  in  I'om.e  fuch  place. — My  thoughts  were  fo 
circumftanced  at  this  time,  that  I ihould  h-.ive  digeifed 
the  crime  of  robbery,  lb  righteoufly  had  I concerted  my 
pian,  and  ventured  my  life  in  the  execution,  had  I not 
been  deterred,  by  reflodfing  upon  the  infamy  that  attends 
deteblion. 

The  apartment  I foimerly  I ived  in  being  unengaged, 
i took  poifeliion  of  it,  and  next  day  went  in  (jueft  of 

Banter, 
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Rnnter,  who  received  me  with  open  ru'ms,  in  expeftatioii 

ot  having  his  bond  difeharged  to  his  liking : But,  when 
he  underllcod  what  had  happened,  his  countenance  chan- 
ged of  a fudden,  and  he  told  mi , with  a drynfifs  of  dil- 
pleafure  peculiar  to  himfelf,  that  if  he  was  in  mv  place, 
he  would  put  it  out  of  fortune’s  power  to  plav  him  luch 
another  trick,  and  be  avenged  of  his  own  indiferetion  at 
once. — When  I dcfired  him  to  explain  his  meaning,  he 
pointed  to  his  neck,  raifed  himfelf  on  his  tiptoes,  and 
\yas  going  awuy  without  any  further  ceremony j when  I 
put  him  in  mind  of  my  indigence,  and  demanded  the 
five  guineas  I had  formerly  lent  him.  “ Five  guineas  1 
(cried  he.)  Zounds!  had  you  afted  with  common  pni- 
clehce,  you  might  have  had  twenty  thoufand  in  joui 
pocket  by  this  time. — I depended  upon  five  hundred  from 
vou,  as  much  as  if  I had  had  notes  for  it  in  the  bank^ 
and  by  all  the  rules  of  equity,  you  ai'e  indebted  to  me 
for  that  fum.” — I was  neither  pleafed  nor  convinced  by 
this  computation,  and  infilled  on  my  right  with  fuch  de- 
. termined  obffmacy,  that  he  was  fain  to  alter  his  tone, 
and  appeafe  my  clamour,  by  affuring  me,  that  he  was 
not  mailer  of  five  (hillings. — Society  in  diflrefs  geneially 
promotes  good  underflanding  among  people ; from  being 
a dun,  I dcfcendcd  to  be  a client,  and  afked  his  advice 
about  repairmg  my  IcfTcs. — He  counfelled  me  to  have 
rccourfe  again  to  the  gaming-ta’ole,  where  I liicceeded 
fo  well  before,  and  put  myfclf  in  a condition,  by  felling 
mv  watch. — I followed  his  direftions,  and,  having  ac- 
commodated him  with  a few  pieces,  went  to  the  place, 
whi.re  I loft  ever)'  (hilling. 

Then  I returned  to  my  lodgings,  full  of  defperate  re- 
foluticn,  and  having  made  Strap  acquainted  with  my 
fate,  ordered  him  to  pawn  my  (word  immediately,  that 
I might  be  enabled  to  make  another  effort.  This  affec- 
tionate creature  no  fooner  underftood  my  purpofe,  than, 
feized  with  inexpreflible  (brrow  at  the  profpe£l  of  my 
mifery,  he  burff  into  tears,  and  afked  \yhat  I prepoied 
to  do,  after  the  fmad  fum  he  could  raife  on  the  (word 
ftiouid  be  fpmt.  “ On  my  own  account  (laid  he)  l am 
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(juite  unconctTiied ; for  while  God  fpares  me  health  ar,d 
thefe  ten  fingers,  I can  earn  a comfortable  fulififtence 
anywhere;  but  what  muft  become  of  you,  who  have 
lei's  humility  to  ftoop,  and  more  appetites  to  gratify?” 
■ — Here  I interrupted  him,  by  faying,  with  a gloomy 
afpedf,  I fhould  never  want  a relburce  while  I had  a 
loaded  piftol  in  pofl'cflicn. — Stupified  with  horror  at  thi* 
dreadful  inlinuation,  he  ftood  mute  for  fome  time,  and 
then  broke  out  into — “ God  of  his  infinite  mercy  enable 
you  to  withftaiid  that  temptation  of  the  devil ! — Confider 
your  immortal  foul — there  is  no  repentance  in  the  grave  1 

■ O Lord ! that  ever  we  llaould  come  to  this — Are 

we  not  enjoined  to  refign  ourfclves  to  the  will  of  heaven? 
— where  is  your  patience? — Durum  patientia  /range, — 
You  are  but  a young  mar. — there  may  be  many  good 
things  in  ftore  for  you — Accidit  inpundo  quid  non fperatur 
in  anno — Remember  your  uncle,  Mr.  Bowling ; perhaps 
he  is  nowon  his  voyage  homeward,  plealing  himfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  feeing  and  relieving  you — nay,  peradventure 
he  is  already  arrived,  for  the  Ihip  was  exped'ttd  about 
this  time.” — A ray  of  hope  lliot  athwart  my  foul  at  this 
fiiggcftion : I thanked  my  friend  for  his  feafonable  recol- 
Lttion ; and,  after  having  promifed  to  take  no  refolution 
till  his  return,  dilinifi’ed  him  to  Wapping  for  intelli- 
gence. 

In  his  abfence  I was  vifited  by  Banter,  who,  being 
informed  of  my  bad  luck  at  play,  told  me  that  fortune 
would  probably  be  one  day  weary  of  perfecuting  me. — 
“ In  the  mean  time  (laid  he)  here  is  a letter  for  you, 
which  I received  juft  now,  incloled  in  one  from  Freeman.” 

' — I fnatched  it  with  eagemefs,  and,  knowing  the  fuper- 
feription  to  be  of  Narcifl'a’s  hand-writing,  killed  it  with 
tranfport,  and,  having  opened  it,  read, 

“ TT  is  with  great  difticulty  that  I have  ftolen,  from 
the  obfervation  of  thofe  fpies  who  are  fet  over  me, 
this  opportunity  of  telling  you,  that  I wasfuddenlv  car- 
ried away  from  Bath  by  my  brother,  who  was  informed 
of  our  correlpondence  by  Lord  Qi^ivcrwit,  whom,  I 

lince 
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fince  nnderftand,  you  have  wounded  in  a duel  on  my  ac- 
count.— As  I am  iully  convinced  of  your  honour  and 
love,  I hope  I ftiall  never  hear  of  fuch  defperate  proofs 
of  eitlier  tor  the  future. — I am  fo  ftriftly  watched,  that 
it  will  be  impcflible  for  you  to  fee  me,  until  my  bro- 
tlier's  fufpicion  lliall  abate,  cr  heaven  contrive  fome 
other  unfoi  efeen  event  in  our  behalf.  In  the  mean  time, 
you  may  depend  on  the  conftancyand  aft'eftlon  of 

Your  own 

N.\rcissa. 

P.  S.  Mifs  Williams,  who  is  my  fellow  prifor.er, 
defires  to  be  remembered  to  you.  We  are  both  in  good 
health,  and  only  in  pain  for  you,  efpecially  as  it  will 
be  irapra£ticable  for  you  to  convey  any  meffage  or  letter 
to  the  place  of  our  confinement;  for  which  realbn,  pray 
defift  from  an  attempt,  that,  by  mifearrying,  might 
prolong  our  captivity. 


This  kind  letter  afforded  me  great  confolation.  I com- 
municated it  to  Banter,  and  at  the  fame  time  fliewed  him 
her  piclure.  He  approved  of  her  beauty  and  good  fenfe, 
and  could  not  help  owning,  tlrat  my  negleft  of  Mifs 
SnappLt  was  excufable,  when  fuch  a fine  creature  en- 
grotfed  my  attention. 

I began  to  be  reconciled  to  my  fate,  and  imagined, 
that  if  I could  contrive  means  of  fubfifting  until  my 
uncle  fnould  arrive,  in  cafe  he  was  not  already  at  home, 
he  would  enable  me  to  do  fomething  effeftual  in  behalf 

of  my  love  and  fortune. 1 therefore  confidted  Banter 

about  a prelent  fupply,  who  no  fooner  underftood  that  I 
had  credit  with  a taylor,  than  he  advlfed  me  to  take  off 
two  or  three  fuits  of  rich  clothes,  and  convert  them  into 
cafh,  by  felling  them  at  half  price  to  a falelindn  in  Mon- 
mouth-ltreet. — I was  ftartled  at  this  propofai,  which  I 
thought  favoured  a little  of  fraud ; ljut  he  rendered  it 
palatable,  by  e.bferving,  that  in  a fev/  months  I might 
be  in  a condition  to  do  evtiy  body  jultice ; and  in  the 

mean 
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mean  time,  I was  acquitted  by  the.honefty  of  my  inten- 
tions.— I fuffered  myfelf  to  be  perfuaded  by  his  lalvo, 
by  which  my  neceility,  rather  than  my  judgement,  was 
convinced  ; and  when  I found  there  v.-as  no  accounts  of 
the  flilp  in  which  my  uncle  embarked,  aftually  put  the  i 
fcheme  in  praftice,  'and  raifed  by  it,  five  and  twenty  | 
guineas,  paying  him  for  his  advice  with  the  odd  five. 

^ CHAP.  XXIV. 

I am  arrefted carried  to  the  Marjbalfea- -find  my 

old  acquaintance  beau  Jachfon  in  that  jail--  he  in- 
forms me  of  his  adwntures Strap  arri-ves,  drJ. 

nvith  difficulty  is  comforted Jackfon  introduces  me  to 

a poet 1 admire  bis  connserfasion  and  capaaiy— — 

am  deeply  ajfedledaxsith  my  misfortune Strap  hires 

himfelf  as  a journeyman  barber. 

But  this  expedient  was  in  a few  weeks  attended  with 
a confequence  I did  not  forfee  : a player  having  pun- 
chafed  one  of  the  fuits  which  were  expofed  to  fale,  ap- 
peared in  it  on  the  ftage  one  night  while  my  taylcr  im- 
fortunately  happened  to  be  prelent. — He  knew  it  irnme- 
diately,  and  enquiring  minutely  into  the  affair,  dilco- 
vered  my  whole  contrivance ; upon  which,  he  came  to 
my  lodgings,  and,  telling  me  he  was  very  much  ftrmt- 
ened  for  want  of  money,  prefented  his  bill,  which 
amounted  to  50I. — Surprifed  at  this  unexpefted  addrefs, 

I affefted  to  treat  him  cavalierly,  fwore  fome  oaths,  ■ 
alked  if  he  doubted  ray  honour,  and,  telling  him  I 
fliould  take  care  who  I dealt  with  for  the  future,  bade 
him  come  again  in  three  days. — He  obeyed  me  punftu- 
ally,  demanded  his  money,  and,  finding  himfelf  amufed 
with  bare  promiles,  arrefied  me  that  veiy  day  in  the 
ftreet. — I was  not  much  (hocked  at  this  adventure, 
which,  indeed,  put  an  end  to  a ftate  of  horrible  expecta- 
tion ; but  I refufed  to  go  to  a fpunging-houfe,  where  I 
heard  there  was  nothing  but  the  molt  flagrant  impo- 
fition ; and,  a coach  being  called,  was  carried  to  the 
Marfhalfea,  attended  by  a bailiff  and  his  follower,  who 
were  very  much  difappointed  and  chagrined  at  my  relb- 
lution. 
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The  turnkey  gucifing,  from  iny  appearance,  that  I 
had  money  in  my  pocket,  received  me  with  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  Latin  word  depone,  and  gave  me  to  under- 
hand, that  I muft  pay  before-hand  for  the  apartment  I 
ftiould  choofe  to  dwell  in. — I delired  to  lee  his  conveni- 
ences, and  hired  a fmall  paltry  bed-chamber  for  a crown 
a week,  which  in  any  other  place  would  not  have  let  for 
half  the  money.  Having  taken  pofleflion  of  this  difinal  ha- 
bitation, I fent  for  Strap,  and  my  thoughts  were  bufied  in 
coliefling  matter  of  confolation  to  that  faithlul  fquire, 
when  fomebody  knocked  at  my  door,  which  I no  fooncr 
opened,  than  a young  fellow  entered,  in  very  lliabby 
cloathes,  and  man  ellous  foul  linen.  After  a low  bow, 
he  called  me  by  name,  and  alked  if  I had  forgot  him. 
His  voice  alfifted  me  in  recollcfling  his  perfon,  whom  I 
loon  recognized  to  be  my  old  acquaintance  Jackfon, 
of  whom  mention  is  made  in  the  lirlt  part  of  my  me- 
moirs.— I laluted  him  cordially,  exprelfed  my  fatisfac- 
tion  at  finding  him  alive,  and  condoled  him  on  his  pre- 
lent fituation,  which,  however,  did  not  feem  to  affeft 
him  much,  for  he  laughed  vei-y  heartily  at  the  occafion 
of  our  meeting  lb  unexpefledly  in  this  place.  Our  mu- 
tual compliments  being  paft,  I enquired  about  his  amour 
with  the  lady  of  fortune,  which  feemed  to  be  fo  near  a 
happy  conclufion  when  I had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him 
lalt  j and,  after  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter,  he  gave 
me  to  underhand,  that  he  had  been  egregioully  bit  in  that 
alfair. — “ You  muft  know  (laid  he)  that  a few  days 
alter  our  adventure  with  the  bawd  and  her  b — ches,  I 
found  means  to  be  mairied  to  that  fame  fine  lady  you 
fpeak  of,  and  palled  the  night  with  her  at  her  lodgings, 
lb  much  to  her  fatisfaflion,  that,  early  in  the  morning, 
after  a good  deal  of  fnivelling  and  fobbing,  Ihe  owned, 
that,  far  from  being  an  heirefs  of  great  fortune,  file 
was  no  other  than  a common  woman  of  the  town,  who 
had  decoyed  me  into  matrimony,  in  order  to  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  a femme  counjerta ; and  that,  unlefs  I 
made  my  efcape  immediately,  I Ihould  be  arrefted  for  a 
debt  ol  her  contrafling,  by  bailiffs  employed  and  inftruc- 
ted  for  that  purpofe.  Startled  at  this  intimation,  I rofe 
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in  a twinkling,  and,  taking  leave  of  my  fpoufc  with 
feveral  hearty  damns,  got  fafe  into  the  verge  of  the 
court,  where  1 kept  Inug  until  I was  appointed  lurgeon’s 
mate  of  a man  of  war  at  Portfmoiith;  for  which  place 
I fet  out  on  Sunday,  went  on  board  of  my  (hip,  in 
which  I lailed  to  the  Streights,  where  I had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  made  furgeon  of  a (loop  that  came  home  in  a 
few  months  after,  and  was  put  out  of  commilTion  ; 
whereupon  I came  to  London,  imagining  myfelf  forgot- 
ten, and  freed  from  my  wife  and  her  creditors ; but  had 
not  been  in  town  a week , before  I was  arrefted  for  a 
debt  of  her’s  amounting  to  aol.  and  brought  to  this 
place,  where  I have  been  fixed  by  another  aftion  fince 
that  time. — However,  you  know  my  difpofition ; I defy 
care  and  anxiety ; and,  being  on  the  half-pay  lllf,  make 
fhift  to  live  here  tolerably  eafy.”-yl  congratulated  him 
on  his  philofophy,  and,  remembering  that  I was  in  his 
debt,  repaid  the  money  he  formerly  lent  me,  which,  1 
believe,  was  far  frorri  being  unfeafonable.  I then  en- 
quired about  the  economy  of  the  place,  which  he  ex- 
plained to  my  fatisfaftion;  and,  after  we  had  agreed  to 
mefs  together,  he  was  juft  going  to  give  orders  for  din- 
ner, when  Strap  anaved. 

I never  in  my  life  faw  forrow  fo  extravagantly  expref- 
fed  in  any  counten^ce  as  in  that  ot  my  honeft  friend, 
which  was,  indeed,  particularly  adapted  by  nature  for 
filch  iinprefiions. — When  we  were  lett  by  ourlelves,  I 
communicated  to  him  my  difafter,  and  endeaioured  to 
conlble  him  with  the  fame  arguments  he  had  formerly 
ufed  to  me,  withal  reprefenting  the  fair  ch^ce  I had  of 

being  relieved  in  a fliort  time  by  Mr.  Bowling. But 

his  grief  was  unutterable;  he  feemed  to  give  attention 
without  liltening;  and  wrung  is  hands  in  filence ; fo  that 
I was  in  a fair  way  of  being  infeiled  by  his  liehaviour, 
when  jackfon  returned,  and,  perceiving  the  deference  I 
paid  to  Strap,  although  in  a footman  s habit,  diftribu- 
ted  his  crumbs  of  comfort  with  fuch  mirth,  jollity,  and 
unconcern,  that  the  features  ot  the  diftrcfled  Iquire  re- 
la.xed  by  degrees,  he  recovered  the  ufe  of  fpee-  h,  and 
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besian  to  be  a little  more  reconciled  to  this  lamentable 
event.  We  dined  together  on  boiled  beef  and  greens, 
brought  from  a cook’s  fhop  in  the  neighbourhood  ; and, 
although  this  meal  was  ferved  up  in  a manner  little  cor- 
relponding  with  the  fphere  of  life  in  which  I had  lately 
lived,  I made  a virtue  of  necefiity,  ate  with  good  appe- 
tite, and  treated  my  friends  with  a bottle  of  wine, 
which  had  the  defired  effeft,  of  increafmg  the  good  hu- 
mour of  my  fellow-prifoner,  and  exhilerating  the  fpirits 
of  Strap,  who  now  talked  cavalierly  of  my  misfortune. 

After  dinner,  Jackfon  lei't  us  to  our  private  affairs  ; 
when  I defired  my  friend  to  pack  up  all  our  things,  and 
cariy'  them  to  fome  cheap  lodging  he  Ihould  choofe  for 
himlelf  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Mai’lhalfea,  after 
he  had  difeharged  my  lodging,  for  which  purpofe  I gave 
him  money. — 1 likewife  recommended  to  him  the  keep- 
ing my  misfortune  fecret,  and  faying  to  my  landlord, 
or  any  other  who  lliould  enquire  for  me,  tliat  I was  gone 
into  the  country  for  a few  weeks  j at  the  fame  time  I 
laid  Ifrong  injunctions  upon  him  to  call  every  fecond  day 
upon  Banter,  in  cafe  he  fliould  receive  any  letter  for  me 
from  Narciffa,  by  the  channel  of  Freeman;  and  by  all 
means  to  leave  a direftion  for  himfelf  at  my  uncle’s 
lodgings  in  Wapping,  by  which  I might  be  found  when 
my  kinlman  fhould  arrive. 

When  he  departed  to  execute  thefe  orders,  (which,  by 
the  bye,  were  punctually  performed  that  very  night,)  I 
found  myfelf  to  little  feafoned  to  my  fituation,  that  I 
dreaded  reflection,  and  fought  flielter  from  it  in  the  com- 
pany of  the  beau,  who,  promifing  tp  regale  me  with  a 
leCture  upon  talte,  conducted  me  to  the  common  fide, 
where  I faw  a number  of  naked  miferable  wretches  af- 
fembled  together. — We  had  not  been  here  many  minutes , 
when  a figure  appeared,  wrapt  in  a dirty  rug,  tied  about 
his  loins  with  two  pieces  of  lift,  of  different  colours, 
knotted  'together ; having  a black  bufliy  beard,  and  his 
' head  covered  with  a huge  mefs  ofbrown  perriwig,  which 
feemed  to  have  lieen  raviftied  from  the  crown  of  fome 
fcare-crow. — This  apparition,  ftaiking  in  with  great 
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foleiiinity,  made  a profound  bow  to  the  audience,  who 
fignificd  therr  approbation  by  a general  rcfponfe  of 
“ How  d’ye  do,  Doflor  ?”  He  then  turned  towards  us, 
and  honoured  Jackfon  with  a particular  lalutation  j upon 
which  my  friend,  in  a formal  manner,  introduced  hira  I 
to  me,  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Melopoyn. ^This  cere- 

mony being  over,  he  advanced  into  the  middle  of  the 
congregation,  which  crowded  around  him,  and,  hiin- 
ming  three  times,  to  my  utter  altonifhment,  pronoun- 
ced, with  great  lignificance  of  voice  and  gcfture,  a very 
elegant  and  ingenious  difcourle  upon  the  difference  be- 
tween Genius  and  Tafte,  illuftrating  his  alfcrtions  v.'ith 
apt  quotations  from  the  beft  authors,  ancient  as  well  as 
modern.  When  he  had  finiflied  his  harangue,  which 
lafted  a full  hour,  he  bowed  again  to  the  fpedlators  j not 
one  of  whom  (I  was  informed)  underdoexl  fo  much  as 
a I'entence  of  what  he  had  uttered.  They  manifefted, 
however,  their  admiration  and  efteem  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution, which,  Jackfon  told  me,  one  week  with  ano- 
ther, amounted  to  eighteen  pence. — This  moderate  lli- 
pend,  together  with  ibme  fmall  prefents  that  he  received 
for  making  up  differences,  and  deciding  caufes  amongft 
the  prifoners,  juft  enabled  him  to  breathe  and  walk 
about,  in  the  grotefque  figure  I have  deferibed. — I un- 
derftood  alfo,  that  he  was  an  excellent  poet,  and  had 
compofed  a tragedy,  which  was  allowed  by  every  body 
who  had  feen  it  to  be  a performance  of  great  merit ; 
that  his  learning  was  infinite,  his  morals  unexceptiona- 
ble, and  his  modeity  invincible. — Such  a charafter  could 
not  fail  of  attracting  my  regard ; I longed  impatiently 
to  be  acquainted  with-him,  and  defired  Jac.kfbn  would 
engage  him  to  fpend  the  evening  in  my  apartment — 
My  requeft  was  granted;  he  favouird  us  with  his  com- 
pany, and  in  the  courl’e  of  bur  converfation,  perceiving 
that  I had  a ftrong  parlion  for  the  belles  lettres,  acquit- 
ted himfelf  fo  well  on  that  fubjeCt,  that  I expreffed  a 
fervent  defire  of  feeing  his  productions. — In  this  point 
too  he  gratified  my  inclination. — He  promifed  to  bring 
his  tragedy  to  my  room  next  day,  and,  in  the  mean 

time. 
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time,  entertained  me  with  lome  detached  pieces,  which 
rave  me  a Very  advantageous  idea  ot  his  poetical  talent. 
. — Among  other  things,  I was  particularly  plealed  with 
fome  elegies  in  imitation  ot  Tibullus ; one  ot 
I beg  leave  to  (ubmit  to  the  reader,  as  a Ipecimen  ot  his 
complexion  and  capacity. 

Where  now  are  all  my  fiatt'rlng  dreams  of  joy  ? 
Monimia,  give  my  foul  her  wonted  rell. 

Since  firlt  thy  beauty'  fix'd  my  roving  eye. 
Heart-gnawing  cares  corrode  my  penfive  breaft  I 

II. 


Let  happy  lovers  fly  where  pleafures  call. 

With  feitive  longs  beguile  the  fleeting  hour  ! 

Lead  beauty  thro'  the  mazes  of  the  ball, 

Or  prcl's  her  wanton  in  love's  rofeate  bower. 

III. 

For  me,  no  more  I'll  range  th’  empurpled  mead. 
Where  ftiepherds  pipe,  and  virgins  dance  around ; 

Nor  wander  thro'  the  woodbine's  fragrant  lhade, 
To  hear  the  mulic  of  the  grove  relbund. 

/ 

IV. 

• I'll  ferk  fome  lonely  church,  or  dreary  hall. 
Where  fancy  paii.ts  the  glimm'ring  taper  blue  j 

Where  damps  hang  mould'ring  on  the  ivy’d  wall. 
And  Ihected  ghofis  drink  up  the  midnight  dew: 

V. 


There,  leagu'd  with  hopelefs  anguilh  and  defpair, 
A while  in  filence  o'er  my  late  repine  ; 

Then,  with  a long  farewell  to  love  and  care, 

To  kindred  duft  my  weary  limbs  confign. 
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VI. 

Wilt  thou,  Monimia,  Ihtd  a gracious  tear 
On  the  cold  grave  where  all  my  ibrrows  reft  ? 

Strew  vernal  flow’rs,  applaud  my  love  finccrc, 
And  bid  the  turf  lie  eafy  on  my  breaft  ? 


I was  wonderfully  affected  with  this  pathetic  com- 
plaint, which  feemed  fo  well  cakulated  for  my  own  dif- 
appointment  in  love,  that  I could  not  help  attaching  the 
idea  of  Narciffa  to  the  name  of  Monimia,  and  of  fonn- 
ing  fuch  melancholy  prefages  of  my  paflion,  that  I 
could  not  recover  my  tranquillity;  and  was  fain  to  have 
recourle  to  the  bottle,  which  prepared  me  for  a profound 
fleep,  that  I could  not  otherwile  have  enjoyed. — Whether 
thele  impreftions  invited  and  introduced  a train  of  other 
melancholy  refleftions,  or  my  fortitude  was  all  exhaufted 
in  the  effort  I made  againft  defpondence  during  the  firft 
day  of  my  imprifonment,  I cannot  detennine ; but  I 
awoke  in  the  horrors,  and  found  my  imagination  haunted 
with  fuch  difmal  apparitions,  that  I was  ready  to  de- 
fpair: — and  I believe  the  readerwill  own,  1 had  no  great 
caufe  to  congratulate  myfelf,  when  I confidered  my  fitu- 
ation. — I was  interrupted  in  the  midft  of  thefe  gloomy 
apprehenfions  by  the  arrival  of  Strap,  who  contributed 
not  a little  to  the  re-eftabliftiment  of  my  peace,  by  let- 
ting me  know  that  he  had  hired  himfelf  as  a journeyman 
barber  ; by  which  means  he  would  not  only  be  able  to 
fave  me  a qonfiderable  expence,  but  even  make  fliift  to 
lay  up  fomething  for  my  llibfiftence  after  my  money 
fhould  be  fpent,  in  cafe  I ftiould  not  be  relieved  before. 

CHAP.  XXV. 


I read  Melopoy^i's  tragedy,  and  concei^’e  a <vajl  cfinion  of 

his  genius he  recounts  his  aduentures. 

■\i^HlLE  we  ate  our  breakfaft  together,  I made  him 
^ acquainted  with  the  chara6ler  and  condition  of 
the  poet,  who  came  in  with  his  play  at  that  inftant,  and, 
imagining  we  were  engaged  about  bufmefs,  could  not  be 
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prevailed  upon  to  lit  j but,  leaving  his  perfomvance, 
went  away. — My  friend's  tender  heart  was  melted  at  the 
fight  of  a gentleman  and  Chriltian  (for  he  had  a great 
veneration  for  both  thefe  epithets)  in  fuch  mifery ; and^ 
alfented  with  great  cheerfiilncfs  to  a prepofal  I made  of 
clothing  him  with  our  liiperfiuities  ; a talk  with  wnich 
he  charged  himfelf,  and  departed  immediately  to  per- 
form it. 

He  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  I locked  my  door , and 
fat  down  to  the  tragedy,  which  I read  to  the  end  with  vail 
plealure,  not  a little  amazed  at  the  condu6l  of  the  mana- 
gers who  had  rejeiled  it. — The  fable,  in  my  opinion, 
was  well  chofen,  and  naturally  conduced  j the  incidents 
iiiterelling  j the  charaflers  beautifully  contrafted,  llrongly 
marked,  apd  well  fupported ; the  diflion  poetical,  fpi- 
rited,  and  correfl ; the  unities  of  the  drama  maintained 
with  the  moll  fcrupulous  exaftnefs  ; the  opening,  gradual 
and  engaging ; the  peripeteiaia  furprifing,  and  the  cataf- 
trophe  affefting.  In  Ihort,  I judged  it  by  the  laws  of 
Arillotle  and  Horace,  and  could  find  nothing  in^  it  ex- 
ceptionable, but  a little  too  much  embellifliment  in  Ibme 
few  places,  which  objeflion  he  removed  to  my  fatisfac- 
tion,  by  a quotation  from  Arillotle’s  Poetics,  importing, 
that  the  lead  interefting  parts  of  a poem  ought  to  be 
railed  and  dignified  by  the  charms  and  energy'  of  di6lion. 

I revered  his  genius,  and  was  feized  with  an  eager 
curiofity  to  know  the  particular  events  of  a fortune  fo 
unworthy  of  his  merit. — At  that  inllant  Strap  returned 
with  a bundle  of  clothes,  which  I fent  with  my  compli- 
ments to  Mr.  Melopoyn,  as  a Imall  token  of  my  regard, 
and  deiired  the  favour  of  his  company  to  dinner.  He^ 
accepted  my  prefent  and  invitation,  and  in  lefs  than  half 
an  hour  made  his  appearance  in  a decent  drefs,  which 
altered  his  figure  very  much  to  his  advantage.-—-!  per- 
ceived by  his  countenance  that  his  heart  was  big  with 
gi'atitude,  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  his  acknowledg- 
ments, by  alking  pardon  for  the  liberty  I had  taken.  He 
made  no  reply,  but,  with  an  afpeft  full  of  admiration 
and  ellcem,  bowed  to  the  ground,  while  the  tears  gulhed 
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from  bis  eyes.  Artefted  witli  thefe  fymptoms  of  an  in- 
genuous mind,  I (hiftcd  the  converfation,  and  compli- 
mented him  on  his  performance,  which,  I aflured  him, 
afforded  me  infinite  pkafure. — My  approbation  made 
him  happy.  Dinner  being  lerved,  and  jackfbn  arrived,  I 
begged  their  permifficn  for  Strap  to  fit  at  table  with  us, 
after  having  informed  them,  that  he  was  a perfon  to 
whom  I was  extremely  obliged : they  were  kind  enough 
to  grant  that  favour,  and  vve  ate  together  with  great  har- 
mony and  fatisfaftion. 

Our  meal  being  ended,  I exprefled  my  wonder  at  the 
little  regard  Mr.  Melopyn  bad  met  with  from  the  worla ; 
and  fignified  a delire  of  hearing  how  he  had  been  treated 
by  the  managers  of  the  play-houfes,  to  whom  I under- 
flood from  Jackfon,  he  had  offered  his  tragedy  without 
fuccefs. — “ There  is  fo  little  entertaining  in  the  inci- 
dents of  my  life  (laid  he)  that  I am  fure  the  recital  will 
not  recompenle  your  attention ; but  fmee  you  difeover 
an  inclination  to  know  them,  J underhand  my  duty  too 
well  to  difappoint  your  defire.” 


TV/T Y father,  who  was  a curate  in  the  country,  being, 
by  the  narrownefs  of  his  circumltances,  hindered 
from  maintaining  me  at  the  iiniveidity,  took  the  charge 
of  my  education  upon  himlelf,  and  laboured  with  fuch 
indultry  and  concern  in  the  undertaking,  that  I had  lit- 
tle caule  to  regret  the  want  of  public  mailers. — Being  at 
great  pains  to  confult  my  natural  bias,  he  dilcovered  in 
me,  betimes,  an  inclination  for  poetry  ; upon  which  he 
recommended  me  to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
daffies,  in  the  cultivation  of  which,  he  affilled  rpe  vylih 
paternal  zeal,  and  uncommon  erudition. — ^.When  he 
thought  me  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  ancients,  he 
diicded  my  fludies  to  the  belt  modem  authors,  French 
and  Italian,  as  well  as  Engliffi,  and  laid  a particular  In- 
jundion  upon  me,  to  make  myfeif  mafter  of  my  mother 
tongue. 

About  the  age  of  eighteen,  I grew  ambitious  of 
undertaking  a wor.k  of  ibmc  coni'equence  j and,  with 

my 
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my  father's  approbatiQn,  actually  planned  the  tragedy 
Vou  have  read  ; but>  betore  I had  finillicd  foui  a£l:s> 
that  indulgent  parent  died,  and  left  my  mother  and  me 
in  very-  indigent  circumftances.-^A  near'  relation  com- 
pafiionating  our  tlillrefs,  took  us  into  histamily,  where 
I brought  my  fable  to  a conclulion,  and  fcon  after  that 

period  my  m.other  quitted  this  life. -^^^hen  my  for - 

row  for  this  melancholy  event  had  fubfided,  I told  my 
kinfman,  who  was  a farmer,  that,  having  paid  my  laft 
duty  to  mv  parent,  I had  no  attachment  to  detain  rne 
in  the  country',  and  therefore  was  refol\*ed  to  let  out  for 
London,  and  offer  my  play  to  the  ftage,  where  I did 
not  doubt  of  acquiring  a large  fliare  of  farne  as  well  as 
fortune  ; in  which  cafe  I fliould  not  be  unmindful  of  iny 
friends  'and  benefaftoi's. — My  coulin  was  I'aviflied  with 
the  profpea  of  my  felicity,  and  willingly  contributed 
towards  the  expence  of  fitting  me  out  for  my  expedi-^ 
tion. 

Accordingly  I took  a place  in  the  waggqn,  and  ar-» 
rived  in  town,  where  I hired  an  apartment  in  a garret, 
willing  to  live  as  frtrgal  as  pofiible,  irntil  I fhould  know 
what  I had  to  expeft  from  the  manager,  to  whom  I in- 
tended to  offer  my  play. — For,  though  I looked  upon 
myfclf  as  perfeaiy  fecure  of  a good  reception,  imagin- 
ing that  a patentee  would  be  as  eager  to  receive  as  I 
to  prefent  my  produftion  ; I did  not  know  whether  or 
not  he  might  be  pre-engaged  in  favour  of  another  au- 
thor, a circumftance  that  would  certainly  retard  my 
fuccefs. — On  this  coirfideration  too,  I determined  to  be_ 
fpcedy  in  my  application,  and  even  to  wait  upon  one  of 
the  m-anagers  the  very  next  day.  For  this  purpofe,  I 
enquired  of  my  landlord,  if  he  knew  where  either  or 
both  of  them  lived  ; and,  he  being  curious  to  know  my 
buiinefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  appearing  to  be  a very 
honeft  friendly  man,  (a  tallow-chandler,)  I made  him 
acquainted  with  my  dciign  ; .upon  which  he  told  me, 
that  I went  the  wrong  way  to  work  j that  I would  not 
find  fuch  eafy  accefs  to  the  manager  as  I imagined  ; and 
that,  if  I delivered  my  performance  without  proper  re- 
commendation^ 
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comiTienflation,  it  would  be  as  one  to  a thoufand  if  ever 

it  fliould  be  minded. “Take  my  advice  (lald  he) 

an;  your  bufinels  is  done. — One  of  the  patentees  is  a 
good  catholic,  as  I am,  and  ufes  the  fame  father  who 
confcfl'es  me. — I will  make  you  acquainted  with  this 
good  prieft,  who  is  an  excellent  fcholar,  and  if  he  fliould 
approve  of  your  play,  his  recommendation  will  go  a 
great  way  in  determining  Mr.  Supple  to  bring  it  on  the 
ftage,”' 1 applauded  his  expedient,  and  was  intro- 

duced to  the  friar,  who,  having  perufed  tire  tragedy, 
was  pleafcd  to  fignify  his  approbation,  and  commended 
me  in  particular  for  having  avoided  all  refleftions  upon 
religion — He  promifed  to  ufe  all  his  influence  with  his 
fon  Supple  in  my  behalf,  and  to  inform  himfelf  that 
very  day,  at  what  time  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to 
wait  upon  him  with  the  piece. — He  was  punftual  in 
performing  his  engagement,  and  next  morning  gave  me 
to  underftand,  that  he  had  mentioned  my  aflair  to  the 
manager,  and  that  I had  no  more  to  do,  than  to  go  to 
his  houfe  any  time  in  the  forenoon,  and  make  ufe  of  his 
name,  upon  which  I (hould  find  immediate  admittance. 
I took  this  advice,  put  my  performance  in  my  bofom, 
and,  having  , received  direflions,  went  immediately  to 
the  houfe  ot  Mr.  Supple,  and  knocked  at  the  door, 
which  had  a wicket  in  the  middle,  faced  with  a net- 
woi'k  of  iron.  Through  this  a firvant,  having  viewed 
me  for  fome  time,  demanded  to  know  my  bufinefs. — I 
told  him,  my  bufinels  was  with  Mr.  Supple,  and  that 
I came  from  O’Vamifli. He  examined  my  appear- 

ance once  more,  then  went  away,  returned  in  a few 
minutes,  and  faid  his  mafler  was  bufy,  and  could  not  be 
feen. — Although  I was  a little  mortified  at  my  difap- 
pointnicnt,  I was  perfuaded  that  my  reception  was 
owing  to  Mr.  Supple’s  ignorance  of  my  cirand  : and, 
that  I might  meet  with  no  more  obltiuilions  of  the 
fame  kind,  I defired  Mr.X)’Vainifli  to  be  my  introduc- 
tor  the  next  time. — He  complied  with  my  requeft,  and 
obtained  immediate  admittance  to  the  itianager,  who 
received  me  with  the  utinolt  civility,  and  promifed  to 

read 
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read  ny  play  with  the  firft  convenience.— By  his  own 
appointment  I called  again  in  a fortnight,  but  he  was 
gone  out.  I returned  in  a week,  alter,  and  the  poor  gen- 
tleman was  extremely  ill.  I renewed  my  vifit  in  a fort- 
night after  that,  and  he  alTured  me,  he  had  been  fo  much 
fatigued  with  bullncfs,  that' he  had  not  been  able  as  yet 
to  read  it  to  an  end ; but  he  would  take  the  firil  oppor- 
tunity ; and  in  the  mean  time,  oblcrved,  that  what  he  had 
ju.t  feen  of  it  was  very'  entertaining. — I comforted  myfelf 
with  this  declaration  a lew  weeks  longer,  at  the  end  of 
which  I appeared  again  before  his  wicket,  was  l.t  in, 
and  found  him  laid  up  with  the  gout.  I no  fooner  en- 
tered his  chamber,  than  locking  at  me  with  a langiiiflr- 
ing  eye,  he  laid,  “ Mr.  Melopoyn,  I’m  heartily  fony  for 
an  accident  that  has  happened  during  my  illnefs. — You 
mull  know,  that  my  eldeit  boy,  finding  your  manufcript 
upon  the  table  in  the  dining  room,  where  I ufed  to  read 
it,  carried  it  into  the  kitchen,  and,  leaving  it  there,  a 
negligent  wench  ot  a cook  maid,  miftaking  it  tor  wafte 
paper,  has  expended  it  all  but  a few  leaves  in  llngeing 
fowls  upon  the  fpit. — But  I hope  the  misfortune  is  not 
irreparable,  fince,  no  doubt,  you  have  feveral  copies.” 

I proteft  to  you,  my  good  friend  Mr.  Random,  I was 
extremely  Ihocked  at  this  information  5 but  the  good- 
natured  gentleman  feemed  to  be  fo  much  affefted  with 
my  misfortime,  that  I fupprC'lTed  my  concern,  and  told 
him,  that  although  I had  not  another  copy,  I Ihould  be 
able  to  retrieve  the  lofs  by  writing  another  from  my  me- 
mory, which  was  very  tenacious.  You  cannot  imagine 
how^  well  pieafed  Mr.  Supple  was  at  this  alTurance  : he 
begged  I would  fet  about  it  immediately,  and  carefully 
revolve  and  recolleft  every'  circumftance,  before  I pre- 
tended to  commit  it  to  paper,  that  it  might  be  the  fame 
individual  play  that  he  had  perufed. — Rncouraged  by 
this  injunction,  which  plainly  demorJirated  how  much 
he  interelted  himlelf  in  the  affair,  1 talked  my  remem- 
brance and  indultry,  and  in  three  weeks  produced  the 
exaft  image  of  the  former,  which  was  conveyed  to  him 
by  my  good  friend,  Father  O’Varnilh,  who  told  me  next 
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day,  that  Mr.  Supple  wouli  revile  it.  ra'^fand  if -rj-,  jn 
order  to  judge  of  ita  famenels  with  the  otlier,”  and  theji 
give  his  final  anfwt-r. — For  this  examination  I allotted  a 
week  j and,  in  full  confidence  c.f  leeing  it  aflcd  in  a little 
while,  demanded  an  audience  of  the  manager,  when  that 
term  was  expired. — 1— But,  alas!  the  fealbn  had  Hipped 
away  infenfibly.  He  convinced  me,  that  if  my  play  had 
been  put  into  rehearfal  at  that  time,  it  could’  net  have  j 
been  ready  for  performing  until  the  end  of  March,  when  i 
the  benefit  nights  came  on  ; confequently  it  would  have  ‘ 
interfered  with  the  intereft  of  the  players,  whom  it  was 
not  my  bi.finefs  to  difoblige. 

I was  fain  to  acquiel’ce  in  thefe  reafons,  which  to  be 
fure  were  extremely  jull ; and  to  referve  my  perfor- 
mance for  the  next  feafon,  w'hen  he  hoped  I wohld  not 
be  fo  unlucky  : although  it  w'as  a grievous  difappoint- 
ment  to  me,  who  by  this  time  began  to  want  both  mo- 
ney and  necefliiries,  having,  on  the  ftrength  of  my  ex- 
peftation  from  the  theatre,  launched  out  into  fome  ex- 
travagancies, by  which  the  fum  I brought  to  towai  was 
already  almoft  confumed. — Indeed,  I ought  to  be  afliamed 
at  this  circumftance  of  liiy  conduit : for  my  finances  were 
liifficient,  with  good  oeconemy,  to  have  maintained  me 
comfortably  a whole  year — You  will  perhaps  be  amazed 
when  I tell  you,  that  in  fixmonthsi  expended  not  afarthing 
lefs  than  ten  guineas : but  when  one  confiders  the  temp- 
tations to  which  a young  man  is  expoied  in  this  great  ' 
city,  elpeciaUy  if  he  is  addiiled  to  plealiire,  as  I am,  the 
wonder  will  vanilh,  or  at  lead  abate. — Nor  was  the 
caule  of  my  concern  limited  to  my  own  lltuation  en- 
tirely : I had  writ  an  account  of  my  good  reception  to 
my  kiniinan  the  farmer,  and  defired  him  to  depend  upon 
me  for  the  money  he  had  kindly  accommodated  me  with, 
about  the  end  of  Febniai-yj  which  promife  I now  found 

myl'clf  unable  to  perform. However,  there  was  no 

remedy  but  patience.  I applied  to  my  landlord,  wl-.o  was 
a very  good-natured  man,  candidly  owned  my  difirefs, 
and  begged  his  advice  in  laying  down  fome  plan  for  my 
fubfiltence. — He  readily  promil'ed  to  conlult  his  con- 

feflbr 
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fclK  ..-nv  play  v ‘'id  in  the  mean  time  told  me,  I 

was  wcK  o-iiie  to  lodge  and  board  with  him,  until  fortuna 
Ihould  put  it  in  my  power  to  make  reltitution. 

Mr.  O Vamifli  being  informed  of  my  neceffity,  offer- 
ed to  introduce  me  to  the  author  of  a weekly  paper, 
who,  he  did  rot  doubt,  would  employ  me  in  that  way,  pro- 
vided he  Ihould  find  me  duly  qualified  ; but,  upon  en- 
quiry, I ur.dti'llood  that  this  joumal  was  calculated  to 
foment  diviiions  in  the  commonwealth,  and  therefore  I 
defired  to  be  excufed  from  engaging  in  it. — He  then 
propoil-d  that  I lliould  write  fomething  in  the  poetical 
way,  which  I might  dil’pofe  of  to  a booklcller  for  a pret- 
ty lum  of  ready  money,  and  perhaps  eftablifh  my  own 
charadler  into  the  bargain  : this  event  would  infallibly 
procure  friends  ; and  my  tragedy  would  appear  next 
Icafon  to  the  beft  advantage,  by  being  fupported  both 
by  intereft  and  reputation. — I was  chamied  with  this 
prclptdf,  and  having  heard  what  friends  Mr.  Pope  ac- 
quired by  his  paftorals,  fet  about  a work  of  that  kind, 
and  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks  cempofed  as  many  eclogues, 
which  I forthwith  offered  to  an  eminent  bookfeller,  who 
defired  me  to  leave  them  for  his  perufal,  and  he  would 

give  me  an  anfwer  in  two  days. At  the  end  of  that 

time  I went  to  him,  when  he  returned  the  poems,  telling 
me,  they  would  not  anfwer  his  purpofe,  and  Iv-reetened 
his  re-fufal  by  faying,  there  were  fome  good  clever  lines 

in  them. Not  a little  dejefted  at  this  rebuff,  which, 

I learned  from  Mr.  0’Varnifh,was  owing  to  the  opinion 
of  another  author,  whom  this  bookfeller  always  con- 
fulted  on  thefe  occafions,  I applied  to  another  perfon  of 
the  fame  profeffion,  who  toldme,  the  town  was  cloyed  with 
pallorals,  and  advifed  me,  it  I intended  to  profit  by  my 
talents,  to  write  fomething  fatirical  or  lufcious,  fuch  as 
I'ke  Button  Hole,  S hockey  and  Tovjzer,  The  Leaky  Vejj'el, 
Sec.  and  yet  this  was  a man  in  years,  who  wore  a reverend 
perriwig,  looked  like  a fenator,  an<l  went  regularly  to 
church. — Be  that  as  it  will,  I fcorned  to  proltitute  my 
pen  in  the  manner  he  propofed,  and  carried  my  papers 
to  a third,  who  allured  me,  that  poetry  was  entirely  out 
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of  his  way  ; and  aiked  if  I had  got  never  a piece  of  fe- 
cret  hiftory,  thrown  into  a feries  of  letters,  or  a volume 
of  adventures,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Robinfon  Crufoe  and 
Colonel  Jack,  or  a colleft ion  of  conundrums,  wliercwith 
to  entertain  the  plantations. — Being  quite  unfurnifhed 
for  this  dealer,  1 had  recourfe  to  another,  with  as  little 
fuccefs  ; and  I verily  believe  was  rejefted  by  the  whole  ] 
trade.  i 

.1  was  afterwards  perfiiaded  to  effer  myfelf  as  a tranf-  i 
lator,  and  accordingly  repaired  to  a perfon,  who  was  faid 
to  entertain  numbers  of  that  clafs  in  his  pay.  He  alTurcd 
me,  he  had  already  a great  deal  of  that  work  on  his 
hands,  which  he  did  not  know  what  to  do  v/ith  ; ob- 
ferved,  that  tranflation  was  a mere  drug,  that  branch  of 
literature  being  overltocked  with  an  inundation  of  au- 
thors from  North  Britain  ; and  alked  what  I would  ex- 
pc6l  per  fheet,  for  rendering  the  Latin  clalfics  into 
Englifli  ? — That  I might  not  make  myfelf  too  cheap,  I 
determined  to  fet  a high  price  upon  my  qualifications, 
and  demanded  half  a guinea  for  every  tranflated  ilieet. 

Half  a guinea !”  (cried  he,  flaring  at  me;)  then 
paufed  a little,  and  faid,  he  had  no  occafion  for  my  fer- 
vice  at  pi'efent. — I found  my  error,  and  refolving  to 
make  amends,  fell  one  half  in  my  demand ; upon  which 
he  flared  at  me  again,  and  told  me  his  hands  were  full. 

I attempted  others,  without  finding  employment,  and 
was  aftually  reduced  to  a very  uncomfortable  prolpecl, 
when  I bethought  myfelf  of  offering  my  talents  to  the 
printers  of  halipenny  ballads,  and  other  fuch  occalional 

ell'ays  as  are  hawked  about  the  fli'cets. With  this 

view,  I applied  to  one  of  the  mod  noted  and  vociferous 
of  this  tribe,  who  directed  me  to  a perlbn  whom  I found 
entertaining  a whole  crowd  of  them  with  gin,  bread  and 
cheele.  He  carried  me  into  a little  back-parlour,  very 
neatly  furnifhed,  where  I lignified  my  defn  e of  being  in- 
rolled  among  his  writers;  and  was  alked,  what  kind  of 
compofition  I profefled? — Underllanding  that  my  Incli- 
nation leaned  towards  poetry,  he  exprefled  his  latisfac- 
tion,  telling  me  one  of  his  poets  had  loll  his  feirfes,  and 

was 
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was  confined  in  Bedlam,  and  the  other  was  become 
dozed  by  drinking  of  dmms ; fo  that  he  had  not  done 
any  thing  tolerable  thefe  many  weeks.— When  I pro- 
poled,  that  we  Ihould  enter  into  terms  of  agreement,  he 
^ve  me  to  underltand,  that  his  bargains  were  always 
conditional,  and  his  authors  paid  in  proportion  to  the 
fale  of  their  works.  Having  therefore  lettled  thefe  con- 
ditions, which  (I  do  alTure  you)  were^  not  veiy  advan- 
tageous to  me,  he  afiigned  me  a lubje6f  foi  a ballad, 
which  was  to  be  finifiied  in  two  hours  5 and  I letired  to 
my  gan'et  in  order  to  perform  his  injunflion.  As  the 
theme  happeried  to  luit  my  fancy,  I completed  a prettj 
fort  of  an  ode  within  the  time  preferibed,  and  brought  it 
to  him,  big  with  the  hope  of  profit  and  applaufe.  He 
read  it  in  a twinkling,  and,  to  my  utter  aftoniflrment,  told 
me  it  would  not  do  ; though,  indeed,  he  owned  I wrote  a 
good  hand,  and  fpelled  very  well ; but  my  language  was 
too  high  flown,  and  of  conlequence  not  at  all  adapted  to 
the  capacity  and  talfe  of  his  cuftomers  I promifed  to 
retSlify  that  miftake,  and  in  half  an  hour  humbled  my 
llile  to  the  comprehenfion  of  vulgar  readers  : he  approved 
of  the  alteration,  and  gave  me  lome  hopes  of  fucceeding 
in  time  5 though  he  obfei-ved,  that  my  performance  was 
very  deficient  in  quaintnefs  of  exprelfion,  that  pleafes  the 
multitude  : however,  to  encourage  me,  he  ventured  the 
cxpence  of  printing  and  paper,  and,  if  I remember 
aright,  my  lhare  of  the  tale  amounted  to  fourpence  half- 
penny. 

From  that  day  I ftudied  the  Gnib-ftreet  manner  with 
great  diligence,  and  at  length  became  fuch  a proficient, 
that  my  works  were  in  great  requeft  among  the  moft 
polite  of  the  chairmen,  draymen,  hackney  coachmen, 
footmen,  and  fervant  maids:  Nay,  I have  enjoyed  the 
pleai’ure  of  feeing  my  productions,  adorned  with  cuts, 
parted  upon  the  wall  as  ornaments  in  beer-cellars  and 
coblers’  flails  ; and  have  aHually  heard  them  fung  in 
clubs  of  fubrtantial  tradefmen. — But  empty  praife  (you 
know,  my  dear  friend)  will  n it  fupply  the  cravings  ot 
jiature.— ^ — I found  niykdf  in  danger  of  ftarving  in  the 
midrt  cf  all  mv  tamej  for  ot  ten  longs  I coinpofed,  it 
VoL.  II,  zo  T w » 
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was  well  if  two  had  the  good  fortune  to  pleafe. For 

this  reafon  I turned  my  thouglus  to  profe,  and  during  a' 
trail  of  gloomy  weather,  publi/hed  an  apparition,  on  the 
fubftance  of  which  I fubfifted  very  comfortably  a whole 
month.  I have  made  many  a good  meal  upon  a mon- 
fterj  a rape  has  often  afforded  me  gieat  fatisfailion} 
but  a murder  well  timed  was  my  never-failing  refource. 
What  then  ? I was  a moll  miferable  flave  to  my  employ- 
ers, who  expeiled  to  be  furnilhed  at  a minute’s  warning 
with  prole  and  verfe,  jull  as  they  thought  the  circum- 
llances  of  the  times  required,  whether  the  inclination 
nvas  abfent  or  prefent.  Upon  my  fincerity,  Mr.  Ran- 
dom, I have  been  lb  much  peftered  and  befieged  by  thofe 
children  of  clamour,  that  life  became  a burden  to  me. 

CHAP.  XXVI. 

The  continuation  and  condufion  of  Mr.  Melopoyn's  flory. 

T MADE  Ihilt,  notwithftanding,  to  maintain  myfclf 
till  the  beginning  of  next  winter,  when  I renewed  my 
addrelfes  to  my  friend  Mr.  Supple,  and  was  moll  graci- 
oully  received. — “ 1 have  been  thirJcing  of  your  affair, 
Mr.  Melopoyn  (faid  he)  and  am  determined  to  Ihew  how 
far  I have  your  interell  at  heart,  by  introducing  you  to 
a young  nobleman  of  my  acquaintance,  who  is  remark- 
able for  his  fine  talle  in  dramatic  writings,  and  is,  be- 
fides,  a man  of  fuch  influence,  that  if  once  he  Ihould  ap- 
prove of  your  play,  his  patronage  will  fupport  it  againft 
all  the  efforts  of  envy  and  ignorance : for  I do  aflin-e 
you,  that  merit  alone  will  not  bring  fuccefs. — I have 
already  fpoke  of  your  performance  to  Lord  Rattle,  and 
if  you  call  at  my  houfe  in  a day  cr  two,  you  lliall  have  a 
letter  of  introduftion  to  his  loixlfliip.” — 1 was  fenfibly 
touched  with  this  mark  of  Mr.  Supple’s  friendlliip,  and 
looking  upon  my  affair  as  already  done,  went  home, 
and  imparted  my  good  fortune  to  my  landlord,  who,  to  , 
render  my  appeaiance  more  acceptable  to  my  patron, 
procured  a luit  of  n..w  clothes  forme  on  his  own  credit. 

Not  to  trouble  you  with  idle  particulars,!  carried  my 
tragedy  to  his  lordfliip’s  lodgings,  and  lent  it  up  along 
with  Mr.  Supple’s  Ltter,  by  one  of  his  fervar.ts,  who 
defined  me,  by  his  lord's  order,  to  retyni  in  a week. — < 

I did 
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tion,  and  promlfed  (with  many  ' Ike 

lorddiin’s  eentrofity)  to  be  governed  folely  by  hu  aJyice 

and  dircafon. ‘‘  Well  then  (faid  he)  write  another 

fair  copy  with  the  alterations  I have  propofed,  and  bring 
[;,oTJlbo„  » poflibU,  for  ‘ 

brought  on  the  ftage  this  winter.  — \ ou  may  be  to 
fet  about  this  talk  with  alacrity ; and  although  I lot md 
his  lordfliip’s  remarks  much  more  numerous,  and  ot  Ids 
.h.n  I «P=arf,  I though.  .«  ™ ■.»  my 
intereft  to  difpute  upon  trifles  with  my  patron  , thue 
fore  new  modelled  it  according  to  his  delire  m Ids  than 

""  Whm  I waited  upon  him  with  the  manufcript,  I found 
one  of  the-aftors  at  breaktaft  with  his  lordfliip,  who  im- 
mediately introduced  him  to  ’^y.^^^doamtance,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  read  a fcene  of  my  Pj^y 
formed  very  much  to  my  latisfadion, 
emphalis  and  pronunciation  ; but  he  figni  e = 

at  fev.ral  words  in  every  page,  which  prt.  g 

defend.  Lord  Rattle  ^ n a 

I muft  not  pretend  to  difpute  with  him,  who  had  been  a 
player  thefe  twenty  y-ars,  and  underftood  the  ceconomy 
of  the  ftage  better  than  any  man  living.  I was  to^rced 
to  fubmit;  and  his  lordftiip  propole. 
fliould  read  the  whole  play,  in  the  evening,  beio  e fome 
gentlemen  of  his  acquaintance,  whom  he  would  con- 
vene at  his  lodgings  fo'r  that  purpole. 

I v/as  prefent  at  the  reading : and  I proteft  y^«» 
my  dear  friend,  I never  undeiwent  luch  a fevere  trial 
the  whole  courfe  of  my  life  as  at  thapuiiejure  toi  al- 
though the  player  might  ndXt 

good  pei-former,  he  was  exceftiy.dy  and  aflum- 

ing,  and  mad  ■ a thoufand  frivolous  objeaions,  which  I 
wis  not  permitted  to  anlw^:  however,  the  picce^was 
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very  much  applauded  on  the  whole  ; the  gentlemen  pre- 
I'ent,  who,  I underftood,  were  men  of  fortune,  promifed 
to  countenance  and  fupport  it  as  much  as  they  could  } 
and  Lord  Rattle  affiirir.g  me  that  he  would  aff  the  part 
of  a careful  nurfe  to  it,  clefired  me  to  carry  it  home,  and 
alter  it  immediately  according  to  their  remarks. — I was 
fain  to  aceiuiefce  in  his  determination,  and  fulfilled  his 
injun6lions  with  all  the  expedition  in  my  power ; but  be- 
fore I could  prefent  the  new  copy,  my  good  friend  Mr. 
Supple  had  difpofed  of  his  property  and  patent  to  one 
Mr.  Brayer ; fo  that  frelli  intereft  was  to  be  made  with 
tlie  new  manager. — This  t.alk  Lord  Rattle  undertook, 
having  fome  acquaintance  with  him,  and  recommended 
my  performance  fo  ftrongly,  that  it  was  received. 

I looked  upon  myfelf  now  as  upon  the  eve  of  reaping 
the  fruits  of  all  my  labour  : I waited  a few  days  in  ex- 
pe6fation  of  its  being  put  into  rehearfal,  and  wondering 
at  the  delay,  applied  to  my  worthy  patron,  who  excufed 
Mr.  Brayer  on  account  of  the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  m 
which  he  was  involved,  and  bade  me  beware  of  teazing 
the  patentee. — I treafimed  up  this  caution,  and  exerted 
my  patience  three  weeks  longer  j at  the  end  of  which  his 
lordfliip  gave  me  to  underftand,  thatMr.Brayer  had  read 
my  play,  and  owned  it  had  indubitable  merat ; but  as  he 
bad  long  been  pre-engaged  to  another  author,  he  could 
not  poflibly  reprefent  it  that  feafon  ; though,  if  I would 
refei-ve  it  for  the  next,  and  in  the  interim  make  fuch  al- 
terations as  he  had  propofed  by  obfervations  on  the  mar- 
gin, I might  depend  upon  his  compliance. 

Thunderlfruck  at  this  difappointment,  I could  not 
for  fome  minutes  utter  one  lyllable  : at  length,  howevei-, 
I complained  bitterly  of  the  manager’s  infincerity  in 
amufing  me  fo  long,  when  he  knew  from  the  beginning, 
that  he  could  not  gratify  my  delire. — But  his  lordfliip 
reprimanded  me  for  my  freedom,  laid  Mr.  Brayer  was  a 
man  of  honour,  and  imputed  his  behaviour,  with  refpeft 

to  me,  to  nothing  elie  but  forgetfulr.efs.' ^And  indeed 

I have  had  fome  realbn  fince  that  time  to  be  convinced 
of  his  bad  memory  ; for,  in  fpite  of  appeai'anccs,  I will 
‘not  allow  myfelf  to  iiitei’pret  his  conduit  any  other 

way. 
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/^k/Arvtno*  me  verv  mxici'.  aftcj.cd 


extremely  buiy  at  pr 
loon  as  poffible  5 and 
took  my  leave,  not  a 


little  allonillied  at  the  port  and 


fuperciiious  behaviour  of  this  itage  player,  who  had  not 
treated’me  with  good  manners  ; and  began  to  thmk  the 
dioTiitv  of  a poet  greatly  impaired  (ince  the  days  o u 
ripides  and  Sophocles  ; but  all  this  was  nothing  in  com- 
parilbn  of  what  I have  fmee  obfeiwed. 

Well,  Mr.  Random,  I went  back  at  the  appomted 
time,  and  was  told  that  Mr.  Bellowerwas  engaged,  and 
could  not  fee  me. — I repeated  my  vifit  a few  days  after, 
and  having  %vaited  a conf.dei-able  time,  was  favoured 
with  an  audience,  during  which,  he  laid,  he  had  not  as 
yet  read  my  play.— Nettled  at  this  ufage,  I could  con- 
tain myfelf  no  longer,  but  telling  him,  I imagined  he 
would  have  paid  more  deference  to  Lord  Rattle  s recom- 
mendation, demanded  my  manufeript  with  fome  expiel- 
fions  of  refentment. — “ A.y,  (fa id  he,  in  atheatiical 
tone,)  with  all  my  heart." — Then  pulling  out  a drawer 
of  the  bureau,  at  which  he  fat,  he  took  cut  a bundle, 
and  threw  it  upon  a table  that  was  near  him,  prcnounc- 
ing  the  word,  “ There,”  with  great  dildain.— I took  it 
up,  and  perceiving,  with  fome  furprife,  that  it  was  a 
comedy,  told  him  it  did  not  belong  to  me  ; upon  which 
he  offered  me  another,  which  I alfo  difclaimed.— A third 
was  produced,  and  rejeffed  for  tl’.e  fame  leaicn.  At 
length  he  pulled  out  a whole  handful,  anti  Ipiead  them 
be^re  me,  laying,  “ There  are  feven— take  which 
1.  . - nil  ” T linolpfl  out  inv 
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what  I had  leen — not  lb  much  on  account  of  his  inlb- 
lence,  as  the  number  of  new  plays  which,  from  tliis 
circumltance,  I concluded  were  yearly  offered  to  the 

ftage. You  may  be  fure,  I did  not  fail  to  carry  my 

complaint  to  my  patron,  who  did  not  receive  it  with  ail 
the  indignation  I expefted  ; but  taxed  me  with  precipi-  1 
taticn,  and  told  me,  I muft  lay  my  account  with  bearing  j 
the  humours  of  the  players,  if  I intended  to  write  for  the 

flage.' “ There  is  now  no  other  remedy  (faid  he) 

but  to  keep  it  till  the  next  feafon  for  Mr.  Brayer,  and 
alter  it  at  your  leil'ure,  in  the  fummer,  according  to  his 
dire6Hons.” 1 was  now  reduced  to  a terrible  alterna- 

tive, either  to  quit  all  hopes  of  my  tragedy,  from  which 
I had  all  along  promiled  myfelf  a large  lhare  of  fortune 
and  reputation,  or  to  encounter  eight  long  months  of 
adverlity,  in  preparing  for  and  expeiting  its  appearance. 
—This  laft  penance,  painful  as  it  was,  leemed  moll  eli- 
gible to  my  reflexion  at  that  time,  and  therefore  I re- 
Iblved  to  undergo  it. 

'Why  fliould  I tire  you  with  paiticulars  of  no  conle- 
quence  ? I wi-eftled  with  extreme  poverty  until  the  time 
ot  my  probation  was  expire^t  5 and  went  to  my  Lord 
Rattle,  in  order  to  remind  him  of  my  affair,  when  1 un- 
derftood,  to  my  great  concern,  that  his  lordfhip  was  julf 
on  the  point  of  going  abroad,  and,  which  was  dill  more 
unfortunate  for  me,  Mr.  Brayer  had  gone  into  the  coun- 
try; fo  that  my  generous  patron  had  it  not  in  liis  power 
to  introduce  me  perl'onally,  as  he  intended : however,  he 
wrote  a very  llrong  letter  to  the  manager  in  my  favour, 
and  put  him  in  mind  of  the  promife  he  had  made  in  be-, 
half  of  my  play. 

As  loon  as  I was  certified  of  Brayer’s  return,  I went 
to  his  hou.'e  with  this  letter,  hut  was  told  he  was  gone 
— I called  again  next  day  early  in  the  morning,  re- 
ceived the  fame  anfwer,  and  was  deiired  to  leave  my 
name  and  bullncfs.  I did  fo,  and  returned  the  next  day 
after,  when  the  lervant  Iflll  affirmed  that  his  m.alier  was 
gone  abroad!  though  I perceived  him,  as  I retiral,  ob- 
ferving  me  through  a window.  Incenfed  at  this  dif- 
coverv,  1 went  to  a cofi'ec- houfe  hard  by,  and  incloling 
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his  lovdflilp’s  letter  in  one  from  mylelf,  demanded  a ca- 
tegorical  anfwer.  I fent  it  to  his  houfe  ^ 
who  returned  in  a few  minutes,  and  told  me  Mr.  Hrayer 
would  be  elad  to  fee  me  at  that  inilant.  I obeyed  the 
lummons,  and  was  received  with  fuch  profufion  of  com- 
pliments and  apologies,  that  my  refentment  immediately 
lubfided,  and  I was  even  in  pain  for  the  concern  whic  1 
this  honeft  man  (hewed  at  the  miftake  of  lus  fervant, 
who,  it  feems,  had  been  ordered  to  deny  him  to  eveiy 
body  but  me.— He  expreffed'  his  utmoft  veneration  for 
his  good  and  noble  fi'lend  Lord  Rattle,  whom  he  (liould 
always  be  proud  to  ferve;  promifed  to  penile  the  play 
with'all  difpatch,  and  give  me  a meeting  upon  it ; anti,  as 
a telHmony  of  his  eftcem,  made  me  a prefent  of  a gene^ 
ral  order  for  the  fealbn,  by  which  I Ihould  be  admitted 
to  any  part  of  the  theatre. — This  was  a very  agyeeabk 

compliant  to  me,  whofe  greateft  pleafure  coniifted  in 

feeing  dramatic  perfonnaiiccs,  and  you  need  not  do^bt 
that  I often  availed  myfelf  of  my  privilege.  As  1 liatl 
an  opportunity  of  being  behind  the  feenes  when  I plea.etl, 

I frequently  converfed  with  Mr.  Brayer  about  my  play, 
and  alked  when  he  intended  ta  put  it  into  rehearlal ; out 
he  had  always  fo  much  bufinels  upon  his  hands,  that  it 
remained  with  him  unopened  a eoniiderable  while  ; and 
I became  veiy  uncafy  about  tlio  leafon,  that  wal.ed 
apace,  when  I law  in  the  papers  another  new  play  advei  - 
tifed,  which  had  been  written,  offered,  accepted  and  re- 
hcarfed  in  the  coinpals  of  three  months.  You  may 
eafily  guefs  haw-  much  I was  confounded  at  this  event. 

I own  to  yo-/,  that,  in  the  firlt  tranfports  of  my  anger,  I 
fulpeffted  Mr.  Brayer  of  having  adled  towards  me 
molt  pitiful,  perfidious  manner ; and  was  actuady  glad  of 
his  dilappointment  of  his  iaveurite  piece,  which,  by  t ie 
Ifrength  of  art,  lingered  till  the  third  night,  and  then  di- 
ed in  a deplorable  manner.  But  now  that  palTion  has  uo 
(liare  in  my  reflection,  I am  willing  to  afcribe  lus  beha- 
viour to  his  want  of  memoiy  or  want  of  judgment,  wliicli, 
you  know,  are  natural  defcas,  that  are  more  worthy  of 
comjiallion  than  rcproacli.  About 
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About  this  time  I happened  to  be  in  company  with  a 
gentlewoman,  who  having  lieard  of  my  tragedy,  told  me, 
file  was  acquainted  with  the  wife  of  a gentleman,  who 
was  very  well  known  to  a lady,  who  had  great  intereft 
with  a perlbn  who  was  intimate  with  Earl  Shecrwit,  and 
that,  if  I pleafed,  Ihe  would  ule  her  influence  in  my  be- 
— As  this  nobleman  had  the  charndfer  of  a Mec<e- 
nas  in  the  nation,  and  could  ftamp  a v'aiue  upon  any 
work  by  his  foie  countenance  and  approbation,  I ac- 
cepted hei  Oiler  with  eagernefs,  in  full  confidence  of  fee- 
ing my  reputation  eftabhlhed,  and  my  wilhes  fulfilled  in 
a very  ihort  time,  provided  that  I fliould  have  the  good 
fortune  to  pleafe  his  lorclfhip’s  tafte.  I withdrew  the 
manulcript  from  tlie  hands  of  Mr.  Brayer,  and  commit- 
ted it  to  the  care  of  this  gentlewoman,  who  laboured  lb 
effeftually  In  my  intereft,  that  in  lels  than  a month  it  was 
conveyed  to  the  earl ; and  in  a few  weeks  after,  I liad 
the  latisfa6fion  to  hear,  that  he  read  and  approved  it 
very  much.  Tranfported  with  this  piece  of  intelligence, 
I flattered  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  his  interefting  him- 
felf  in  its  favour ; but  hearing  no  more  of  the  matter  in 
three  whole  months,  I began  (God  forgive  me)  to  fulpeft 
the  veracity  of  the  perfon  who  brought  me  the  good  tid- 
ings: for  I thought  it  impoffible  that  a man  of  his 
rank  and  charadfer,  who  knew  the  difficulty  o.  writing  a 
good  tragedy,  and  underftood  the  dignity  of  the  work, 
ftould  read  and  applaud  an  eflay  of  this  kind,  without 
feeling  an  inclination  to  befriend  the  author,  whom  his 
countenance  alone  could  raife  above  dependence. — But  it 
was  not  long  before  I found  my  friend  very  much 
wronged  by  my  opinion. 

You  mult  know  that  the  civilities  I had  received  from 
Lord  Rattle,  and  the  defire  he  manifefted  to  promote  the 
fuccefs  of  my  play,  encouraged  me  to  write  an  account 
of  my  bad  fortune  to  his  Lordfliip,  who  condefeended  lb 
far  as  to  defire,  by  letter,  a young  fquire  of  a great 
eftate,  with  whom  he  was  intimate,  to  elpoule  my  caufe, 
and,  in  particular,  make  me  acquainted  with  one  Mr. 
Mai  mozet,  a celebrated  player,  who  had  lately  appealed 
on  the  ftage  with  aftonilliing  eclat,  and  bore  fuch  fway 

in 
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in  the  houfe  where  lie  ailed,  that  the  managers  diirfl:  not 
refufc  any  thing  he  recommended.  The  young  gentle- 
man whom  Lord  Rattle  hail  employed  for  this  purpole, 
being  dilHdent  of  his  own  interell  with  Mr.  Marmozet, 
hail  reconrfe  to  a nobleman  ot  his  acquaintance,  who,  at 
his  felicitation,  was  fo  good  as  to  introduce  me  to  him  ; 
and  the  converfation  turning  upon  my  performance,  I 
was  not  a little  furprd'ed,  as  well  as  plealed,  to  hear,  that 
Earl  Sheerwit  had  fpoken  very  much  in  its  praile,  and 
even  fent  Mr.  Marmozet  the  copy,  with  a meffage  cx- 
prefllng  a defire  that  he  would  ail  in  it  next  fealcn.— — 

’ Nor  was  the  favourite  ailor  backward  in  commending 
the  piece,  which  he  mentioned  with  fome  cxpreflions  of 
regard,  that  I do  not  choofe  to  repeat ; affuring  me  that 
he  would  appear  in  it,  provided  he  lliould  be  engaged  to 
play  at  all  during  the  leafon.  In  the  mean  time,  he  de- 
fired  I would  give  him  leave  to  penife  it  in  the  countiy, 
whither  he  intended  to  remove  next  day,  that  he  might 
have  leifure  to  conhder  and  point  out  fuch  alterations  as 
might,  perhaps,  be  neceflaiy  for  its  reprefentation  ; and 
took  my  diredlion,  that  he  might  communicate  by  letter, 
the  obleivations  he  Ihould  make.  Trufting  to  thefe  af- 
furances,  and  the  intereft  which  had  been  made  in  my 
behalf,  I hugged  myfelf  in  the  expeflation  of  feeing  it 
not  only  a6led,  but  afted  to  the  greateft  advantage,  and’ 
this  I thought  could  not  fail  of  recompenfmg  me  in  an 
ample  manner,  for  the  anxiety  an  affliftion  I had  under- 
gone : but  fix  weeks  being  elapfed,  I did  not  know  how 
to  reconcile  Mr.  Mannozet’s  filence  with  his  promife 
of  writing  to  me  in  ten  day’s  after  he  fet  out  for  the 
country : however,  I was  at  laft  favoured  with  a letter, 
importing,  that  he  had  made  fome  remarks  on  my  tra- 
gedy, which  he  would  freely  impart  at  meeting,  and  ad- 
vifmg  me  to  put  it,  without  lofs  of  time,  into  the  hands 
of  that  manager  who  had  the  beft  company  ; as  he  him- 
felf  was  quite  uncertain  whether  or  not  he  fnould  be  en- 
gaged that  winter. — *1  was  a good  deal  alarmed  at  this 
laft  part  of  his  letter,  and  adviled  about  it  with  a friend, 
who  told  me,  it  was  a plain  indication  of  Mr.  Manuo- 
zet's  delire  to  get  rid  ot  his  promife:  that  his  pretended 

uncertainty 
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uncertainty  about  afting  next  winter,  was  no  other  than 
a Icandalous  evafion  ; for,  to  his  certain  knowledge,  he 
was  already  engaged,  or  at  leaft  in  terms,  with  Mr.  Van- 
dal ; and  that  his  deiign  was  to  dilappoint  me,  in  favour 
of  a new  comedy,  which  he  had  purchafed  of  the  author, 
and  intended  to  bring  upon  the  ftage  for  his  own  advan- 
tage.  In  fliort,  my  dear  Sir,  this  perfon,  who,  I mull: 

own,  is  of  a fanguine  complexion,  handled  the  chara£Ier  ' 
of  Mr.  Marmozet  with  fuch  feverity,  that  I began  to  ' 
fufpeft  him  of  Ibme  particular  prejudice,  and  put  myfdf  ' 

upon  my  guard  againft  his  infmuations. 1 ought  to 

crave  pardon  for  this  tedious  narration  of  trivial  circum- 
ftances,  which,  however  interefting  they  may  be  to  me, 
muft  certainly  be  very  infipid  to  the  ear  of  one  uncon- 
cerned in  the  affair. — But  I underhand  the  meaning  of 
your  looks,  and  will  proceed. — Well,  Sir,  Mr.  Marmo- 
zet, upon  his  return  to  town,  treated  me  with  uncom- 
mon complaifance,  and  invited  me  to  his  lodgings,  where 
he  propofed  to  communicate  his  remarks,  which  I con- 
fefs  were  more  unfavourable  than  I exptcdetl ; but  an- 
fwered  his  objeftions,  and,  as  I thought,  brought  him 
over  to  my  opinion  ; for,  on  the  whole,  he  fignificd  the 
higheft  approbation  of  the  performance. — In  the  courfe 
of  our  difpute,  I was  not  a little  furpriied  to  find  this 
poor  gentleman’s  memory  fo  treacherous  as  to  let  him 
forget  what  he  had  faid  to  me,  before  he  went  out  of 
town,  in  regard  to  Earl  Sheerwit’s  opinion  of  my  play, 
wliich  he  now  profeifed  himiclf  ignorant  of ; and  I was 
extremely  mortified  at  hearing  from  his  own  mouth,  that 
his  intereft  with  Mr.  Vandal  was  fo  very  low,  as  to  be 
infuflicient  of  itfelf  to  .bring  a new  piece  upon  tlie  ftage. 

I tl'.en  begged  his  advice,  and  he  counfelled  me  to  apply 
to  Earl  Sheenvit  for  a mefiage  in  my  favour  to  the  ma- 
nager, who  would  not  prefuine  to  refufe  any  thing  re- 
commended by  fo  creat  a man;  and  he  was  fo  kind  as 
to  promife  to  iecon^  this  melfage  with  all  his  power. — I 
had  immediate  recourlc  to  the  worthy  gentlewoman, 
my  friend  already  mentioned,  who  opened  the  channels  of 
her  conveyance  with  fuch  expedition,  that  in  a few  days 
I hail  a promife  bf  the  mefl'age,  providctl  1 could  allure 

myl'elf 
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mvfelf  of  Mr.  Vandal’s  being  unengaged  to  any  other 
author  j for  his  lordlhip  did  not  chooJe  to  condefcend  lb 
far,  until  he  ftiould  underhand  that  there  was  a probabi- 
lity (at  lead)  of  lucceeding.  At  the  lame  time  that  he  biel- 
fed  me  with  this  piece  of  ne^vs,  I was  ftartled  at  another, 
by  the  lame  canal  of  communication  5 which  was,  that 
Mr.  Mannozet,  before  hcrdvilld  me  to  this  application, 
had  infonned  the  Earl,  that  he  had  read  my  play,  and 
found  it  altogether  unfit  for  the  ftage. — Though  1 could 
not  doubt  the  certainty  of  this  intelligence,  I believed 
there  was  fome  milapprehenlion  in  the  cafe ; and,  with- 
out taking  any  notice  ot  it,  told  Mr.  Marmozet  the  an- 
Iwer  I had  been  favoured  with  ; and  he  promifed  to  a Ik 
Mr.  Vandal  the  queilion  propoied. — I waited  upon  him 
in  a day  or  two,  when  he  gave  me  to  underhand,  that 
Mr.  Vandal  having  profefled  himfelt  tree  of  all  engage- 
ments, he  had  put  my  play  into  his  hands,  and  repre- 
Icnted  it  as  a piece  firongly  recommended  by  Earl  Sheer- 
wit,  who  (he  afiured  him)  would  honour  him  vvith  a 
metfage  in  its  favour  : and  he  deiired  me  to  call  for  an 
inl'wer  at  Mr.  Vandal’s  houfe  in  three  days. — I fol- 
lowed his  direaions,  and  found  the  manager,  who,  being 
made  acquainted  with  my  bufinefs,  owned  that  Mr.  Mar- 
mozet had  given  him  a manufcript  play,  but  denied  that 
he  mentioned  Earl  Shecrwit’s  name.— When  I informed 
him  of  the  circumftances  of  the  affair,  he  laid,  he  had 
no  engagement  with  any  author  j that  he  would  read  my 
tragedy  forthwith  j and  did  not  believe  he  ihould  ventiue 
to  rejeft  it  in  contradiftion  to  his  lordfliip’s  opinion, 
for  which  he  had  the  utmoft  veneration,  but  put  it  into 
rehearfal  without  lofs  of  time. — I was  fo  much  intoxi- 
cated with  this  encouragement,  that  I overlooked  the 
myllerious  conduft  ot  Mr.  Mannozet,  and  attended  the 
manager  at  the  time  appointed,  when,  to  my  infinite 
confulion,  he  pronounced  my  play  improper  for  the 
flage,  and  rejected  it  accordingly.  As  foon  as  I could  re- 
colleft  mylelf  from  the  diforder,  into  which  this  unex- 
pefted  refufal  had  thrown  me,  I exprefied  a defiie  of 
hearing  his  objcffions,  which  were  lb  groundleis,  in- 
diftinft,  and  unintelligible,  that  I perfuaded  myfelf  he  had 

not 
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not  at  all  peniled  the  piece,  but  had  been  prompted  by 
Ibinebody,  vvhofe  leffons  he  had  not  rightly  retained. — 
However,  I have  been  fince  informed,  that  the  poor  man’s 
head,  which  was  not  naturally  very  clear,  had  been  difor- 
dered  with  fuperftition,  and  that  he  laboured  under  the  ty- 
ranny  ofa  wife  and  the  ten’ors  of  hell-fire  at  the  fame  time. 
— Precipitated  in  this  manner,  from  the  higheft  pinnacle 
of  hope  to  the  abyfs  of  defpondence,  I was  ready  to  fink 
under  the  burden  of  my  affliftion;  and,  in  the  bitternefs 
of  my  anguifti,  could  not  help  entertaining  fome  doubts 
of  Mr.  Marmozet’s  integrity,  when  I recollefted  and 
compared  the  circumftances  of  his  conduft  towards  me. 
I was  encouraged  in  this  fuppofition,  by  being  told,  that 
my  Lord  Sheemit  had  fpoke  of  Iris  chai’after  with  great 
contempt ; and,  in  particular',  refented  his  infolence  in 
oppofing  his  own  talte  to  that  of  his  lordftiip  concerning 
my  tragedy. — Wliile  I hefitated  between  different  opi- 
nions of  the  matter',  that  friend,  who  (as  I told  you  be- 
fore) was  a little  hot-headed,  favoured  me  with  a vifit, 
and,  having  heard  a cii'cumlfantial  account  of  the  whole 
affair,  could  not  contain  his  indignation,  but  affinned, 
without  ceremony,  that  Marmozet  was  the  foie  occafion 
of  my  difappointment ; that  he  had  afted  from  firft  to 
laft  with  the  moft  perfidious  diffimulation,  cajoling  me 
with  infinuating  civilities,  while  he  underhand  employed 
all  his  art  atrd  influence  to  prejudice  the  igiroi  ant  maua- 
ger  againft  my  per  formance ; that  nothing  could  equal 
his  hypocrify  but  his  avarice,  which  engrofled  the  facul- 
ties of  his  foul  fo  much,  that  he  fcrarpled  not  to  be  guil- 
ty of  the  rneaneft  pra£lices  to  gratify  that  fordid  appe- 
tite ; that,  in  confequence  of  this  difpofition,  he  had  pro- 
Ifituted  honour  in  betrayirrg  my  inexper'ience,  and  in  rrtr- 
tlermining  the  intereft  of  another  author  of  eftablifhtd  re- 
])utation,  who  had  alfo  offered  a tragedy  to  the  flage, 
which  he  thought  would  interfere  with  the  fuccefs  of  the 
comedy  he  had  bought,  and  determined  to  bring  on  at  all 
events. 

I was  fltocked  at  the  defer'iption  of  fuch  a mcnftei', 
which  I could  not  believe  exifted  in  the  world,  bad  as  it 
is,  and  argued  againll  the  alfeverations  of  my  friend, 
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ly  deiBOnftrating  the  bad  policy  ot  luch  behaviour, 
which  could  not  fail  of  entailing  inflimy  upon  the  au- 
thor : and  the  finall  temptation  that  a man  of  Mr. 
mozet’s  figure  and  fuccefs  could  have  to  conlult  his  in- 
tercft  in  fuch  a groveling  manner,  which  muft  create 
contempt  and  abhorrence  of  him  in  his  patrons,  and 
effeftually  deprive  him  of  the  countenance  and  prote6tion 
he  now  enjoys  in  fuch  an  cminentdegree.— He  pretended 
to  laugh  at  my  fimplicity,  and  alked  if  I knew  tor 
which  of  his  virtues  he  was  lb  much  carelTedby  the  peo- 
ple of  falhion.— “ It  is  not  (faid  he)  for  the  qualities 
of  his  heart,  that  this  little  paiullte  is  invited  to  the  ta- 
bles of  dukes  and  lords,  who  hire  extraordinary  cooks 
for  his  entertainment : His  avarice  they  fee  not,  his  in- 
gratitude they  feel  not ; his  hypocrify  accommodates  it- 
felfto  their  humours,  and  is  of  confequence  pleafing} 
but  he  is  chiefly  courted  for  his  buffoonery,  and  will  be 
admitted  into  the  choiceft  parties  of  quality  for  his  ta- 
lents of  mimicking  Punch  and  his  wife  Joan,  when  a 
poet  of  the  moft  exquifite  genius  is  not  able  to  attrail 
the  leaft  regard.*'— God  forbid,  Mr.  Random,  that  I 
Ihould  credit  aflertions  that  degratle  the  dignity  of  our 
iuperiors  fo  much,  and  reprefent  that  poor,  man  as  the 
moll  abjea of  all  beings!  No!  Hooked  upon  them  as 
the  hyperboles  of  paflion ; and  though  that  comedy  ot 
which  he  fpoke  did  actually  appear,  I dare  not  doubt 
the  innocence  of  Mr.  Marmozet,  who,  I am  told,  is  as 
much  as  ever  in  favour  with  the  earl ; a circumftance 
that,  furely,  could  not  be,  unlefs  he  had  vindicated  his 

character  to  the  latisfaftion  of  his  lordfhip. —Pray 

forgive  this  long  digreflion,  and  give  me  the  healing  a 
little  longer  jfcfj  thank  heaven,  I am  now  near  die  goal. 

Baffled  in  all  my  attempts,  I defpaired  of  feeing  my 
play  aaed;  and  bethought  myfelf  of  choofmg  fome  em- 
ployment, that  might  afford  a lure  though  mean  lub- 
lillence  j but  my  landlord,  to  whom  I was  by  this  time 
confiderably  indebted,  and  who  had  laid  his  account 
with  having  his  money  paid  all  in  a heap,  from  the  pio- 
fits  of  my  third  night,  could  not  brook  his  difappoint- 
ment,  therefore  made  another  effort  in  my  behalf,  and, 
VoL.  II.  20  U hy 
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by  dint  of  Intei  eft-,  procured  a meflage  from  a lady  of 
falhion  to  Mr.  Brayer,  who  liad  always  profcffed  a great 
veneration  for  her,  dcfiring  that  he  would  fet  up  iny 
play  forthwith,  and  afluring  him  that  (lie  and  all  her 
friends  would  fupport  it  in  the  perfonnance.  To 
ftrengthen  my  intereft,  the  engaged  his  bell  ailors  in  I 

my  caufc ; and  in  Ihort  exerted  hcrfelf  lb  much,  that  it  i 

was  again  received,  and  my  hopes  began  to  revive. 

But  Mr.  Brayer,  honeft  man,  was  fo  much  engroffed  by 
bufinefs  of  vaft  confequence,  though  to  appearance  he 
had  nothing  at  all  to  do,  that  he  could  not  find  time  to 
read  it  until  the  feafon  was  pretty  far  advanced  ; and 
read  it  he  mull ; for,  notwithllanding  his  having  perufed 
it  before,  his  memory  did  not  retain  one  circumllance 
of  the  matter. 

t At  length  he  favoured  it  with  his  attention,  and  har- 
ing propofed  certain  alterations,  fent  his  duty  to  the 
lady  who  pabronized  it,  and  promifed,  on  his  honour, 
tO' bring  it  cn  the  next  winter,  provided  thefe  alterations 
fliould  be  made,  and  the  copy  delivered  to  him  before 
the  end  of  April. — With  an  aching  heart,  I lubmitted 
to  thefe  conditions,  and  performed  them  accordingly. 
But  Fortune  owed  me  another  unforefeen  mortification ; 
Mr.  MaiTOozet,  dining  the  fummer,  became  joint-pa- 
tentee with  Mr.  Brayer,  fo  that  when  I claimed  perfor- 
mance of  articles,  I was  told,  he  could  do  nothing  with- 
out the  conlent  of  his  partner,  who  was  pre-engaged  to 
another  author. 

My  condition  was  rendered  defperate  by  the  death  of 
my  good  friend  and  landlord,  whole  executors  obtained 
a judgment  againll  my  effe^s,  which  they  feized,  and 
turned  me  out  into  the  llreets  naked,  friendlefs  and  for- 
lorn : there  I was  arrelled  at  the  fuit  of  my  taylor,  and 
thrown  into  prilbn,  where  I have  made  lliift  to  live  thefe 
five  weeks  on  the  bounty  of  my  fellow-prifoners,  who, 

I hope,  are  not  the  worfe  for  the  inllrublion  and  good 
offices  by  which  I raanifeft  my  gratitude  j but,  in  fpite 
of  all  their  charitable  endeavours,  my  life  was  fcarcc 
tolerable,  until  your  uncommon  benevolence  enabled  me 
to  enjoy  it  with  comfort. 


C H P. 


RODERIC  RANDOM.  ii-7 

CHAP.  XXVII 

1 (ini  fiizcd  with  a.  dt'ep  melancholy y and  become  a jlouen 

-^—am  rel:t<ved  by  my  unde he  frenjails  upon  me 

to  c;t<yape  with  bis  owners  as  furgeon  of  the  jhip 

which  he  commands he  makes  r.e  a conjuierabk 

prefent entertains  Strap  as  his  Jleward  ^ take 

leaue  of  my  friends,  and  go  on  boar d the  Jhip  ar- 
rives at  the  Downs.  i • n. 

T SHALL  not  make  any  refie£Hcns  on  this  itoTV>  m 
the  courle  of  which  the  reader  muft  perceive  how 
ep-regiouQy  the  fimpUcity  and  milky  dilpofition  ot  this 
woi  t'.y  man  had  been  duped  and  abiued  by  a let  of 
fcoundrels,  who  were  fo  habituated  to  fallenood  and 
equivocation,  that  I verily  believe,  they  would  ha\e 
found  the  utmoll  difficulty  in  uttering  one  ly liable  of 
truth,  though  .heir  hves  had  depended  upon  their  Im- 
cerity. — Notwlthftanding  ail  I had  fuftered  from  the 
knaveiT  and  feifillinefs  of  mankind,  I was  amazed  and 
incenied  at  the  bafe  indifference  which  fuffered  ffich  un- 
common merit  as  he  i>cffeffcd,  to  languiffi  in  obfcurity, 
and  ffruggle  with  all  the  mileries  of  a loathforae  jail , 
and  ffiould  have  bleffed  the  occafiori  that  lecluded  me 
from  fuch  a perfidious  world,  had  not  the  remembrance 
of  the  amiable  Narcifl’a  prelerved  my  attachment  to  that 
fociety  of  which  ffie  conllituted  a part.— The  piaure  of 
that  lovely  creature  was  the  conftant  companion  of  my 
folitude:  How  often  did  I contemplate  the  relemblance 
of  thofe  enchanting  features  that  firft  captivat^  my 
heart !— How  often  did  I weey-  over  thofe  endearing  Icenes 
which  her  image  recalled!  and  how  often  did  I curie  my 
perfidious  faie  for  having  robbed  meof  the  fair  original . 
In  vain  did  my  imagination  flatter  me  with  fehemes  of 
future  happinefs  ; furly  reafon  alwap  interpoled,  and 
in  a moment  overthrew  the  unlubftantial  fabric,  y 
chaftifing  the  extravagance  of  my  hope,  and  reprelent- 
inzmy  unhappy  fituation  in  the  right  pomt  o view,  n 
vain  did  I fly  for  refuge  to  the  amiifements  of  p.ace, 

and  engage  in  the  parties  of  Jackfon,  at  car  Sj  lar  s, 


mne-pins,  and^ffi?;:;  ; train  of  melancholy  thoi^hts 
took  poffeffion  of  my  foul,  which  even  the  conveiution 
of  Meloyioyn  could  not  divert. 1 ordered  Stiay 
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enquire  every  day  at  Banter's  l:-dgings,  in  expeaatlon 
of  hearing  again  from  my  charmer;  and  my  diiappoint- 

ment  confiderably  auginented  my  chagrin. My  af- 

feamnate  valet  was  infeaed  witii  my  lorrow,  and  often 
fat  with  me  whole  hours  without  ipeakirg,  uttering  figh 
for  ligh,  and  fhedding  tear  for  tear. — This  fellowfiiip 
increal'ed  our  difteijiper : he  became  incapable  of  bulinefC 
and  was  difcarded  by  his  mafter ; while  1,  feeing  my 
money  melt  away  without  any  certainty  of  deliverance, 
and,  in /hort,  all  my  hopes  fruftrated,  grew  negligent  of 
life,  loll  all  appetite,  and  degenerated  intofuch  adoven, 
that,  during  the  fpace  of  two  months,  I was  neither 
waflied,  fliifted,  nor  lhaved ; fo  that  my  face,  rendered 
meagre  with  abftinence,  was  obfcured  with  diit,  and 
over-lhadowed  with  hair,  and  my  whole  appearance 
iqualid,  and  even  frightful ; when,  one  day.  Strap  brought 
me  notice,  that  there  was  a man  below  who  wanted  to 
fpeak  with  me.  Roufed  at  this  intelligence,  and  in  full 
hopes  of  receiving  a letter  from  the  dear  objeft  of  my 
^ down  Hairs  with  the  utmoft  precipitation, 
and  found,  to  my  infinite  furprife,  my  generous  uncle, 
Mr.  Bowling!  Tranfported  at  the  fight,  I fpiaing  for- 
ward to  embrace  him.  _ Upon  which  he  ftarted  afide  with 
great  agility,  drew  his  hanger,  and  put  himlelf  upon  ■ 
his  paid,  crying,  “ Avail,  brother,  avail  1 Sheer  otF. 

i o he ! you  turnkey,  why  don’t  you  keep  a better 
look-out  .>  Here’s  one  of  your  crazy  prifoners  broke  from 
his  lammgs,  I do  fuppole.”' — I could  not  help  laughing 
heartily  at  his  millake;  but  this  I foon  reftified  by  my 
voice,  which  he  inllantly  recolleaed,  and  Ihook  me  by 
the  hand  with  great  affeeftion,  tellifying  his  concern  at 
feeing  me  m Inch  a mifei'able  condition. 

I condufted  him  to  my  apartment,  where,  in  prefence 
of  Strap,  whom  I introduced  to  him  as  one  of  my  bell 
friends,  he  gave  me  to  underlland,  that  he  was  jull  ar- 
n\ed  from  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  after  having  made  a 
pretty  fucp'sful  voyage,  in  which  hchadafted  as  mate, 
umil  the  Hup  was  attacked  by  a French  privateer;  that 
the  captain  being  killed  during  the  engagement,  he  had 
taken  the  command,  and  was  lb  fortunate  as  to  link  tlic 
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eremy ; after  which  exploit  he  iell  in  with  a merchant  flnp 
from  Martinico,  laden  with  lugar,  indigo,  and  lonie 
filver;  and,  by  virtue  of  his  letter  of  marque,  attackecl, 
took,  and  brought  her  fafe  into  Kmlale,  ^ Ireland, 
where  Ihe  was  condemned  as  a lawtul  prize ; by  wmc  1 
means  he  had  not  only  got  a pretty  fum  of 
alfo  acquired  the  favour  of  his  -owners,  who  hnd  al- 
ready conferred  upon  him  the  command  oi  a lai  ge  ip> 
mounted  with  twenty  nine-pounders,  ready  to  iaii  upon 
a very  advantageous  voyage,  which  he  was^  not  at  1- 
berty  to  difeover.— And  he  alTured  me,  that  it  was  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  he  had  found  me,  in  confequence 
of  a direftion  left  for  him  at  his  lodgings  at  Wappmg. 

I was  rejoiced  beyond  meafure  at  this  account  ot  his 
good  fortune;  and,  at  his  defire,  recounted  all  the  ad- 
vmrurts  that  had  happened  to  me  fince  we  pai  ted . 

When  he  underftcod  the  particulars  of  Strap’s  attach- 
ment to  me,  he  fqueezed  his  hand  very  cordially,  and 
promifed  to  make  a man  of  him;  then,  giving  me  ten 
gu  neas  for  my  prefent  occalion,  took  adireftion  foi  the 
tavlor  whoarrefted  me,  and  went  away,  in  order  to  dil- 
chai-ge  the  debt,  telling  me  at  parting,  that  he  would 
fcon  fetch  up  all  my  leeway  with  a wet  lail. 

I was  utterly  confounded  at  this  fudden  tranfition, 
V hich  affefted  me  mcJi-e  than  any  reverfe  I had  formerly 
felt ; and  a crowd  of  incoherent  ideas  rulhed  fo 
tuouflv  upon  my  imagination,  that  my  reafon  could 
neither  feparate  nor  conneft  them ; when  Strap,  whole 
joy  had  manifelted  itfclf  in  a thoufand  fooleries,  came 
into  my  room  with  his  fnaving  utenlils,  and,  without 
any  previous  intimation,  began  to  lather  my 
whiftlino-  with  great  emotion  all  the  while.-— I Itaited 
from  my  reverie,  and,  being  too  well  acquainted  with 
Strap,  to  trull  mylelf  in  his  hands  while  he  was  under 
fuch  agitation,  defired  to  be  excufed,  lent  for  miother 
barber,  and  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  trimmra.— Havjiig 
performed  the  ceremony  of  ablution,  I Inifted,  and, 
dieffing  in  my  gayeft  apparel,  waited  for  the  return  ot 
my  uncle,  who  was  agreeably  furprifed  at  my  fud  en 
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I’his  beneficent  kinfman  had  latisfied  my  creditor, 
and  obtained  an  order  for  my  difeharge,  fo  that  I was 
no  longer  a prifoner  ; but,  as  I had  fome  reluflance  to 
l)art  with  my  friends  and  fellows  in  diftrefs,  I prevailed 
upon  Mr.  Bowling  to  favour  us  with  his  cotnpany,  and 
invited  Mr.  Melopoyn  and  Jacklbn  to  Ijpend  the  evening 
at  my  apartment,  where  I regaled  them  with  a fupper, 
good  wine,  and  the  news  of  my  releafe,  on  which  iicy 
heai  tily  congratulated  me,  notwithftanding  the  lofs  of 
my  company,  which,  they  were  pleafed  to  lav,  they 

Ihould  feverely  feel. As  for  Jackfon,  his  misfortur^; 

made  fo  little  impreflion  on  himfelf,  and  was  altogether 
lb  loole,  indifferent,  and  indifereet,  that  I could  Icarce 
pity  his  fituation : but  I had  conceived  a veneration  and 
triendlhip  for  the  poet,  who  was,  in  all  refpecls,  an  ob- 

jeef  much  more  worthy  of  compallion  and  regard. 

When  our  guells  withdrew,  and  my  uncle  had  retired, 
with  an  intention  to  vilit  me  next  morning,  I made  up  a 
bundle  ot  fome  linen,  and  other  neceflaries,  and,  bid- 
ding Strap  carry  them  to.Mr.  Melopoyn’s  lodging,  went 
thitner  mylelr,  and  prefled  it  upon  his  acceptance,  with 
five  guineas,  which  with  much  difficulty  he  received, 
affuring  me,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  Ihould  never  have 
it  in  his  power  to  make  fatisfaftion.  I then  alked  if  I 
coiild  lerve  him  any  other  way : to  which  he  anfwered, 
“ You  have  already  done  too  much;”  and,  unable  to 
contain  the  emotions  of  his  Ibul  any  longer,  burl!  into 
tears,  and  wept  aloud. — Moved  at  the  fpedfacle,  I left 
him  to  his  repolc,  ami,  when  my  uncle  returned  in  the 
morning,  reprelented  his  charafter  in  fuel)  a favourable 
light,  that  the  honefl:  feaman  was  affeded  with  his  dif- 
trefs, and  detenu  ined  to  follow  my  example,  in  prefent- 
ing  him  with  five  pieces  more ; upon  which,  that  I might 
lave  hini  fome  confulion,  I adviled  Mr.  Bowling  to "in- 
clole  it  in  a letter  to  be  delivered  by  Strap  afterwefliould 
be  gone. 

I'his  was  accordingly  done.  I took  a fonnal  leave  of 
all  my  acquaintance  in  the  jail ; and,  juft  as  I was  about 
to  ftep  into  a hackney  coach  at  the  gate,  Jackfon  calling 
me,  1 returned,  andhealkedmeiiiawhiipcr,  if  I could 

lend 
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knd  Inm  a flii  ling?  His  demand  being  fo  moderate, 
nnd  in  all  likelihood  the  lall  he  would  make  upon  me,  I 
fapt  a guinea  into  his  hand,  which  he  no  looncr  per- 
ceived, than  he  cried,  “Ojefus!  a guinea  I then  lay- 
ing hold  of  a button  of  my  coat,  broke  out  into  an  im- 
mwlerate  fit  of  laughter ; and,  when  his  convulhon  was 
ended,  told  me  I was  an  honelt  fellow,  ^d  let  me  go. 
— The  coachman  was  ordered  to  drive  to  Mr.  Rowling  s 
lodgings,  where,  when  wc  arrivecl,  lie  entered  into  a 
ferious  difeourfe  with  me  on  the  lubje6fot  myl.tuat.on, 
and  propofed  that  I ihould  iail  with  him  in  quality  of 
hisfurgeon;  in  which  cafe,  he  would  put  me  in  a method 

of  getting  a fortune  in  a few  years,  by  my  own  iiiduttry  i 

andafl'uixd  me,  that  I might  expeft  to  inherit  all  that 
he  fhould  die  polTeffedof,  provided  1 fliould  lurvivelinn. 

Thouoh  I was  penetrated  with  a lenfe  of  his  geiie- 

rofity,  I%vas  ftartled  at  a propofal  that  offered  violence 
to  my  love,  and  fignified  my  fentiments  on  that  head, 
which  he  did  not  feem  to  relilh;  but  obleiwed,  that  loie 
was  the  fi-uit  of  idlenefs  ; that  when  once  Ifliould  be 
employed  in  bufinefs,  and  my  mind  engaged  m making 
monev',  I Ihould  be  no  more  troubled  with  thefe  Idly 
notions,  which  none  but  your  fair-weather  Jacks,  who 
have  nothing  but  their  pleafure  to  mind,  ought  to  entcr- 
l^in. 1 \vas  piqued  at  this  iniinuation,  which  I look- 

ed upon  as  a reproach,  and,  without  giving  myfclf  time 
to  deliberate,  accepted  his  offer. — He  was  oveijoyed  at 
my  compliance,  curried  me  immediately  to  his  chief 
owner,  with  whom  a bargain  was  ftruck ; fo  that  then 
I could  not  retraa  with  honour,  had  I been  ever  lo  mucli 
averfe  to  the  agreement. — That  I might  not  have  time 
to  cool,  he  bade  me  draw  out  a lift  of  medicines  for  a 
complement  of  five  hundred  men,  adapted  to  the  dil- 
teinpcrs  of  hot  climates,  and  fufficient  for  a voyage  of 
eighteen  months ; and  carry  it  to  a certain  whoielale 
aiuitlv'cary,  who  would  alii,  provide  me  m two  well 

. quuhfied  mute:,. \Vhile  1 was  thus  employed.  Strap 

came  in,  and  l<K.ked  very  blank,  when  he  underftood 
i.  lolution;  However,  after  a panic  of  lome  nnnutes. 


mv 


he  inhfted  upen  going 


aloii^ 


with  me  j and  at  my  dclirc 
was 
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was  made  /hip’s  fleward  by  Captain  Bowling,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  be  at  the  expence  of  fitting  him  out,  and  to  lend 
him  two  hundred  pounds  to  purchafe  an  adventure. 

When  I had  delivered  my  lift  of  medicines,  chofen  a 
couple  of.  my  own  countrymen  for  mates,  and  be/jwke 
a let  of  chinirgical  inftruments,  my  uncle  told  me,  that  ' 
by  his  laft  voyage  he  had  cleared  almoft  three  thoufand 
pounds,  one  third  of  which  he  would  immediately  make 
over  and  put  into  my  hands  ; that  he  would  procure  for 
me  credit  to  the  value  of  as  much  more,  in  fuch  goods 
as  would  turn  to  beft  account  in  the  country  to  which 
we  were  bound  ; and  that  although  he  looked  upon  my 
intereft  as  his  own,  he  would  keep  the  remaining  part 
of  his  fortune  in  his  own  difpofal,  with  a view  of  pre- 
lerving  his  independence,  and  the  power  of  puni/hing 
me,  in  cale  I lltculd  not  make  a goodufeof  what  he  had 
already  beftowed. 

Without  troubling  the  reader  with  an  account  of  the 
effeil:  which  this  furpriling  generofity  had  upon  my  mind, 
i /hall  only  fay,  that  his  promifes  were  inftantiy  per- 
formed, and  an  invoice  of  merchandize  proper  for  the 
voyage  prefented  to  me,  that  I miglu  purchafe  the  goods, 
and  /hip  them  with  all  expedition. — In  the  midft  of  this 
hurry,  the  remembrance  of  my  charming  Narcifla  often 
interpofed,  and  made  me  the  moft  mifeiable  of  all  mor- 
tals. I was  diftra£led  with  the  thought  of  being  tom 
from  her,  perhaps,  for  ever ; and  though  the  hope  of 
feeing  her  again  might  have  iupported  me  under  the  tor- 
ments of  feparation,  I cou.ld  not  refleff  upon  the  angui/h 
/lie  mu  ft  feel  at  parting  with  me,  and  the  ince/Tant  Ibr- 
rows  to  which  her  tender  bof  m would  be  expo/ed  during 
my  ablence,  without  being  pierced  with  the  deepeft  af- 
fli6lion ! As  my  imagination  was  daily  and  nightly 
upon  the  rack  to  invent  fome  method  of  mitigating  this 
cruel  ftroke,  oi-  at  lea/t  of  acquitting  my  love  and  honour 
in  the  opinion  of  this  gentle  creature,  I at  length  /fum- 
bled upon  an  expedient,  with  which  the  reader  will  be 
made  acquaintecl  in  due  time;  and  in  confequence  of  my 
determination,  became  lefs  unea/y  and  diiturbed. 
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My  bufinefs  being  finifhed,  and  the  fhip  ready  to  lail, 

I rei'ulved  to  make  my  latl  appearance  among  my  ac- 
quaintance at  the  other  end  of  the  town,  where  I had 
not  been  fince  my  imprifonment ; and  as  I had,  by  the 
advice  of  my  uncle,  taken  off  fome  veiy  rich  clothes  tor 
Jale,  I put  on  the  gayeft  I'uit  in  my  pi-flefiion,  and  went 
in  a chair  to  the  coffce-houfe  I ufed  to  frequent,  wheie  I 
found  my  friend  Banter  fo  confounded  at  the  magnifi- 
cence of  mydrefs,  that,  when  I made  up  tohim,  he  gazed 
at  me  with  a look  of  allonifiiment,  without  being  able, 
for  fome  minutes,  to  open  his  lips;  then  pulling  ine 
afide  by  the  fleeve,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on  mine,  accoltcd 
me  in  this  manner: — “ Random,  where  the  devil  have 
you  been?  eh! — What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  hneiy? 

.——Oho!  I underhand  you. You  are  juft  ai rival 

fc-om  the  countr>' ! What ! the  roads  are  good,  e'’ — 
Well, — Random,  you  are  a bold  fellow,  and  a lucky 

fellow! but  take  care,  the  pitcher  goes  often  to  the 

well,  but  is  broke  at  laft.”  So  laying,  he  pointed  to 
his  collar;  by  which  gefture,  and  the  broken  hints  he 
had  ejaculated,.  I found  he  fufpe£fed  me  of  haying  rob- 
bed on  the  highway ; and  I laughed  very  heartily  at  his 

fuppofition. Without  explaining  myfelf  any  further, 

1 told  him  he  was  miftaken  in  his  conje£lure  ; that  I 
had  been  for  fome  time  paft  with  the  relation  of  whom 
he  had  frequently  heard  me  fpeak ; and  that  as  I ftrould 
frt  out  next  day  upon  my  travels,  I had  come  to  take 
my  leave  of  my  friends,  and  to  receive  of  him  the  money 
he  had  borrowed  from  me,  which,  now  that  I was  going 

abroad,  I Ihould  certainly  have  occafion  for. 

a little  difconcerted  at  this  demand ; but  recollecting 
himljelf  in  a moment,  fwdfe,  in  an  affetted  palTion,  that 
I had  ufed  him  extremely  iil,  and  he  would  never  foi'gjye 
me,  for  having,  by  this  fhort  warning,  put  it  out  of  Ins 
power  to  free  himlelf  of  an  obligation  he  could  no  longer 

bear, 1 could  not  help  finding  at  this  pretended 

delicacy,  which  I commended  highly,  telling  him,  he 
needed  not  be  uneafy  on  that  fcore,  for  I would  give  him 
a direclion  to  a merchant  in  the  city,  with  whom  I would 

leave  a difeharge  for  the  fum,  to  be  delivered  upon  pay- 
® meat. 
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ment. He  profe/Ted  much  joy  at  this  expedient,  and 

with  great  eagemefs  aiked  the  perfon’s  name  and  place 
of  abode,  which  he  forthwith  wrote  in  his  pocket-book, 
aduring  me,  that  he  fliould  not  be  long  in  my  debt. — 
This  affair,  which  I knew  he  would  never  think  of,  be- 
ing lettled  to  his  fatisfaflion,  I fent  cards  to  all  my 
triends,  defiring  the  favour  of  their  company  at  a tavern 
in  the  evening,  when  they  honoured  my  invitation,  and 
I had  the  pleafure  of  treating  them  in  a very  elegant 
manner,  at  which  ttliey  expreffed  equal  admiration  and 
applaufe.  Having  enjoyed  ourfelves  till  midnight,  I 
took  my  leave  of  them,  and  was  well  nigh  IHfled  with 
careffes.  Next  day  I fet  out  with  Strap  in  a poft-chaife 
for  Gravefend,  were  we  went  on  board,  and  the  wind 

ferving,  weighed  anchor  in  lefs  than  twelve  hours. 

Without  meeting  with  any  accident,  we  reached  the 
Downs,  where  we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor,  and 
wait  for  an  eaftcrly  wind  to  carr}"^  us  out  of  the  channel. 

CHAP.  XXVIII. 

I fet  out  for  Suffex confiilt  Mrs.  Sagely atcb'ieve 

an  internsievj  with  Narcijfa return  to  the  /hip- 

we  get  clear  of  the  channel J learn  our  deflviation 

we  are  chafed  hy  a large  fhip the  company  are 

difmayed,  and  encouraged  by  the  captain's  fpcech 

our  purfuer  happens  to  be  an  Englifh  man  of  war  • • 

we  arrive  at  the  coafi  of  Guinea,  pur  chafe  400  ne- 
groes, fail  for  Paraguay,  get  fafe  into  the  river  of 
P late,  and  fell  our  cargo  to  great  advantage. 

T T was  now  I put  in  execution  ti.e  I'cheme  I had 
projefted  at  London  ; and  alking  leave  of  the  cap- 
tain, for  Strap  and  me  to  ftay  on  Iliore  till  the  wind 
Ihould  become  favourable,  my  requeft  was  granted,  be- 
caufe  he  had  orders  to  remain  in  the  Downs  until  he 
fliould  receive  fome  dilpatches  fiom  London,  which  he 
did  not  expeft  in  lefs  than  a week. — Having  imparted 
niy  refolution  to  my  trufty  valet,  who  (though  he  en- 
deavoured to  diffuade'me  from  fuch  a rafti  undertaking) 
would  not  quit  me  in  the  enterprize,  I hired  horfes,  and 
fet  out  immediately  for  that  part  of  Sufiex  where  my 
charmer  was  confined,  which  was  not  above  thiity  mile* 

diflant 
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diftant  from  Dtal.  where  we 

ftftlv  well  acquainted  with  the  extent  r i ■ 

Se  Id  influence,  I halted  within  five  miles  of  us 
houle,  where  we  remained  ’till  the  twi  '§ ' | i,  u* 
Se^^vel-et  forward,  and,bythe  fiivour  ot  ‘knigt, 
reached  a cople  about  halt  a mile  trom  the  village  where 
Mm.Sa<^ely  hved.-Here  we  left  our  horfes  t.ed  to  a 
free,  and  Jent  direaiy  to  the  houfe  ot  my  old  benefac- 
trcls.  Strap  trembling  ^be  way,  mid  ^ en  mg^ej^_ 
latoiy'  petitions  to  Heaven  tor  our  fafe  ) . 
tion  beig  quite  folitaiy,  we  arrived  at  the  dooi  with- 
out being  obfe.-ved,  when  I ordered  my  companion  o 
enter  by  himlelf,  and,  in  cale  there  fliould  be  company 
with  hel  deliver  a letter  which  I had  writ  for  that  pur- 
pol'e,  and  fay  that  a friend  of  hei’s  in  London,  undei- 
Saniling  that  he  intended  to  travel  this  road,  had  com- 
SdftTo  his  care.  He  rapped  at  the  door  to  which 
the  good  old  matron  coming,  told  him,  that,  being  a 
lone^woman,  he  mull  excufe  her,  if  ‘be  ^ nj^p^n 
it,  until  he  had  declai-ed  his  name  and  bufmels.  He 
anlweied,  that  his  b«’  “i'bat 

his  bufmefs  was  to  deliver  a letter,  which,  bf.® 
from  all  manner  of  W'^benfion,)  he  would  conv^^^^ 
her  through  the  fpace  between  the  dc-or  and  threlhold. 
This  he  idtantiy'^performed  5 and  Ihe  no  iboner  1 e 

contents,  which  fpecified  my  being  prelent,  « 

cried,  “ If  the  perfon  who  wrote  this  lettei  be  at  haw  , 
let  him  fpeak,  that  I may  be  aflured  by  bis  voice,  whe^ 
ther  or  W I may  lately  admit  him.  —I  toithwitn 
applied  my  moutlfto  the  bey-hole,  and  pronounced^ 
“Dear  mother,  you  need  not  be  afraid ; it  ., 

indebted  to  your  goodnefs,  who  now  crave  a^lmittance. 
it  knew'my  Joice,  and,  opening  the  door  nnm^di- 
ately,  received  me  with  a truly  maternal  . 

nifelting  by  the  tears  Ihe  let  fall,  her  conceni  left  1 Ihould 
be  ditbfveied ; for  Ihe  had  been  informed  of  evejy  ^nn 
that  had  happened  between  NarcilTa  and  me  fiom  tl 
dear  captive’s  own  mouth.  When  I exp  ai  , „ of 

tive  of  my  journey,  which  was  n® /ther  than  a de  jre  of 
feeing  the  object  of  my  befw  1 Ihould 
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kingdom,  that  I might  in  j^rfon  convince  her  of  the 
necefTity  I w'as  under  to  leave  her,  reconcile  her  to  that 
event,  by  deferibing  the  adva  itages  that  in  all  proba- 
bility would  attend  it,  repeat  my  vows  of  c-ternd  con- 
ftancy,  and  enjoy  the  melancholy  pleafure  of  a tender 
embrace  at  parting — I fay,  when  I had  thus  llgni{ie<l 
my  intention,  Mrs.  Sagely  told  me,  that  Narcifla,  ujx)n 
her  return  from  the  Bath,  had  been  fo  ltri6lly  watched, 
that  no  body  but  one  or  two  of  the  fervants,  devoted  to 
her  brother,  was  admitted  to  her  prefence;  that  after- 
wards, flie  had  been  a little  enlarged,  and  was  permitted 
to  fee  company ; during  which  indulgence,  flie  had  been 
feveral  times  at  her  cottage ; but  of  late  fhe  had  been . 
betrayed  by  one  of  the  fervants,  who  difeovered  to  the 
Iquirc,  tliat  he  had  once  carried  a letter  from  her  to  the 
poft-houfe  direfted  to  me  ; upon  which  information,  (he 
was  now  more  confined  than  ever ; and  that  I could  have 
no  cltance  of  feeing  her,  unlefs  I would  run  tlie  ril'que 
of  getting  into  the  garden,  where  (lie  and  her  maid  were 
every  day  allowed  to  take  the  air,  and  lie  hid  until  I 
lliould  have  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  them — an 
adventure  attended  with  fuch  danger,  that  no  man  ia 
his  right  wits  would  attempt  it. — This  enterpriae, 
hazardous  as  it  was,  I refoh'ed  to  perform,  in  fpite  of 
all  the  arguments  of  Mrs.  Sagely,  who  reafoned,  chid, 
and  intreated  by  turns ; and  the  tears  and  prayers  of 
Strap,  who  conjured  me  on  his. knees,  to  have  more  re- 
gard to  myfelf  as  well  as  him,  than  to  tempt  my  own 
deftruftion  in  fuch  a precipitate  manner.  I was  deaf 
to  every  thing  but  the  fuggeftions  of  my  love;  and, 
oideriiig  him  to  return  immediately  with  the  horles  to 
the  inn  from  whence  we  fet  out,  and  wait  for  my  com- 
ing in  that  place,  he  at  firft  peremptorily  refuied  to  leave 
me,  until  I perliiaded  him,  that  if  our  horfes  (liould  re- 
main where  they  were  till  day-light,  they  would  cer- 
tainly be  difeovered,  and  the  whole  county  alarmed. — 
^On  this  confideration,  he  took  his  leave  in  a forrowftd 
plight,  killed  my  hand,  and,  weeping,  cried,  “ God 
knows  if  ever  I (liall  fee  you  again.” — My  kind  land- 
lady, finding  me  obllinate,  gave  me  her  belt  advice  how 

to 
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to  behave  in  the  execution  of  my  projeft ; and,  after 
having  perfuaded  me  to  take  a little  refrefhment,  accom- 
modated me  with  a bed,  and  lett  me  to  my  repofe.— — • 
Early  in  the  moraing,  I arole,  and,  amied  with  a couple 
of  loaded  piftols  and  a hanger,  went  to  the  back  of  the 
I'quire's  garden,  climbed  over  the  wall,  and,  according 
to  Mrs.  Sagely’s  direilion,  concealedmyfclf  in  a thicket, 
hard  bv  an  alcove  that  tenninated  a walk  at  a good  dil- 
tance  from  the  houfe,  which  (I  was  told)  my  miftrel's 
frequented. — Here  I remained  from  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning  till  fix  in  the  evening,  without  leeing  a human 
creature:  at  lalt  I perceived  two  women  approaching, 
whom,  by  my  throbbing  heart,  I foon  recognized  to  be 
the  adorable  Narcill'a  and  Mifs  Williams.  I felt  the 
llrongelf  agitation  oi  foul  at  the  fight;  and,  guefling 
that  they  would  repofe  themfelves  in  the  alcove,  lleptinto 
it  unperceived,  and  laid  upon  the  ftone  table  a picture 
of  rayl’elf  in  miniature,  for  which  I had  fat  in  London, 
purpofing  to  leave  it  with  Narcill'a  before  I lliould  go 
abroad.  I expofed  it  in  this  manner,  as  an  introduftion 
to  my  own  appearance,  which,  without  fome  previous 
Intimation,  I was  afraid  might  have  an  unlucky  effect 
upon  the  delicate  nerves  of  my  fair  enflaver;  and  then 
withdrew  into  tire  thicket,  where  I could  hear  their  dif- 
courl'e,  and  fuit  mylelf  to  the  circumftances  of  the  oc> 
calion. — As  they  advanced,  I obferved  an  air  of  me- 
lancholy in  the  countenance  of  Narciffa,  blended  with 
fuch  unfpeakable  fweetnefs,  that  I could  fcarce  refrain 
from  flying  into  her  arms,  and  kilfing  away  the  pearly 
drop  that  Itood  collefted  in  each  bewitching  eye.^ — Ac- 
cording to  my  expe6tation,  flie  entered  the  alcove,  and 
perceiving  fomething  on  the  table,  took  it  up.'= — No 
looner  did  Die  calt  her  eye  upon  the  features,  than  llart- 
led  at  the  ret'emblance,  Ihe  cried,  “Good  God!”  and 
the  roles  inftantly  vanilhed  from  her  cheeks. — Her  con- 
fidante, alai-med  at  this  exclamation,  looked  at  the  jiic- 
ture,  and,  Itruck  with  the  hkenefs,  exclaimed,  “ O, 
Jelus  I the  very  features  ot  Mr.  Random!”  Narcllfa, 
having  recoll;;cled  herfell  a little,  “ laid,  “ Whatever 
a.  cel  brought  it  hither  as  a comfort  to  me  in  my  afflic- 
Vol.  II.  ao  X tion. 
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tion,  I am  thankful  for  the  benelit,  and  will  prcfcrve  It 
as  the  deareft  objeft  of  my  care.”  So  faying,  flic  kilfed 
it  with  furprifiiig  ardour,  flied  a flood  of  tears,  and  then 
depofited  the  lifelefs  image  in  her  lovely  bofom.  Tranf- 
portedat  thefe  lymptoms  of  her  unaltered  affeflion,  I was 
about  to  throw  mylelf  at  her  feet,  when  Mifs  Williams,  ; 
whofe  reflexion  was  lefs  engaged  than  that  of  her  mif- 
trefs,  obferved,  that  the  piaure  could  not  tranfport  itfelf  I 
hither ; and  that  flie  could  not  help  thinking  I was  not 
far  off.' — The  gentle  Narcilfa,  ftarting  at  this  conj edure, 
anfwered,  “ Heaven  forbid ! for  although  nothing  in 
the  univerfe  could  yield  me  fatisladion  ecjual  to  that  of 
his  prelence  for  one  poor  moment,  in  a proper  place,  I 

would  rather  forfeit  his  company aimolt  for  ever, 

than  fee  him  here,  where  his  life  would  be  expofed  to  fo 
much  danger.” — I could  no  longer  reftrain  the  impullie 
of  my  pallion,  but,  breaking  from  my  concealment, 
flood  before  her,  when  ftie  uttered  a fearful  fliriek,  and 
fainted  in  the  arms  of  her  companion.  I flew  towards 
the  treafure  of  my  foul,  clafped  her  in  my  embrace, 
and  with  the  wannth  of  my  kifles  brought  her  again  to 
life.  O ! that  I were  endowed  with  the  expreflion  of  a 
Raphael,  the  graces  of  a Guido,  the  magic  touches  of 
a T.  itian,  that  I might  reprefent  the  fond  concern,  the 
chaltened  rapture,  and  ingenuous  blufti  that  mingled  on 
her  beauteous  face,  when  flie  opened  her  eyes  upon  me, 
and  pronounced,  “ O,  Heavens  1 is  it  you?” 

I am  afraid  I have  already  encroached  upon  the  rea- 
der’s patience  with  the  particulars  of  this  amour,  on 
which  (I  own)  I cannot  help  being  impertinently  cir- 
cumflantial.  I fliall  therefore  omit  the  lefs  material  paf- 
lages  of  this  interview,  during  which  I convinced  her 
realbn,  though  I could  not  appeafe  the  fad  prefages  of 
her  love,  with  regard  to  the  long  voyage,  and  dangers 
I mull  undergo. — When  we  had  Ipent  an  hour  (which 
was  all  Ihe  could  fpare  from  the  barbarity  of  her  bro- 
ther’s vigilance)  in  lamenting  over  our  hard  fate,  and 
in  repeating  our  reciprocal  vows.  Mils  Williams  re- 
minded us  of  the  necellity  there  was  for  our  immediate 
par  ting  j and  fure,  lovers  never  parted  with  fuch  IbiTow 
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ar..h-elua3nce-aswe.  But,  becaule  my  words  are  mca- 
p-.’blc  of  doino  juftice  to  this  affeaing  circumftance,  I 
•iniobliAd  todraw  a veil  over  it,  and  obieive,  that  I re- 
turned in  the  dark  to  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Sagely,  who 
was  (.verioved  to  hear  ot  my  fuccels,  and  oppole  t le 
tumults  of  my  grief  with  fuch  ftrength  ot  t“alon,  that 
I'l’.Y  mind  regained  in  fome  mealiire  its  trancjuillit}  ; am. 
ti.at  ver}-  nrght,  after  having  forced  upon  the  goodpn- 
tlewoman  a purfe  of  twenty  guineas,  as  a token  ot  my 
gratitude  and  clteem,  I took  my  leave  ot  her,  and  let 
out  on  foot  for  the  inn,  where  my  arrival  treed  honelt 
Strap  from  the  horrors  of  unutterable  ^'ead. 

We  took  horfe  immediately,  and  alighted  early  next 
morning  at  Deal,  where  I found  my  uncle  in  great  con- 
cent on  account  of  my  abience,  becaufe  he  had  revived 
his  difpatchts,  and  mull  have  weighed  with  the  firtt  tair 
wind,  whether  I had  been  on  board  or  not.  ^Next  day, 
a brilk  eafterly  gale  fpringing  up,  we  let  fail,  and  in 
eight  and  forty  hours  got  clear  ot  the  channel. 

When  we  were  about  200  leagues  to  wellward  ot  the 
Land’s-end,  the  captain  taking  me  apart  into  the  cab - 
bin,  told  me,  that,  now  he  was- permitted  by  his  m- 
ftruaions,  he  would  dilclole  tlie  intent  and  dellination 
of  our  voyage.  “ The  Ihip,  (faid  he,)  which  has 
fitted  out  at  a great  e.-.pence,  is  bound  tor  the  coalt  or 
Guinea,  where  we  lhall  exchange  part  of  our  cargo  tor 
flaves  and  gold  dull : from  thence  we  will  tranfport  our 
negroes  to  Buenos  Ayres,  in  New  Spam,  where  (by 
virtue  of  palTports  obtained  from  our  own  court,  and 
that  .)f  Madrid)  we  will  difpofeof  them  and  the  goods 
that  remain  on  board  for  lilver,  by  means  of  our  iuper- 
cargo  , who  is  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  coalt, 
the  hngo,  and  inliabitan  s.'’ — Being  thus  let  into  the  fe- 
cret  of  our  expedition,  I borrowed  of  the  I'upeicaigo,  a 
Spanilh  grammar,  diaionary,  ana  Ibrne  other  bm  ks  ot 
the  fame  language,  which  I ftudicd  with  i’uch  applica- 
tion, that  before  we  arrived  in  New  Spain,  I could 
maintain  a converfation  with  him  in  that  tongue.-— Be- 
ing anived  in  the  wann  latitudes,  I ordered  (with  the 
captain's  confcnt)  the  whole  ^ip'’s  company  to  be  blood- 
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cd  and  purged,  myfelf  undergoing  the  lame  evacuation, 
in  order  to  prevent  thofe  dangerous  fevers  to  wliich  nor- 
thern conftitutions  are  lubjeft  in  hot  climates ; and  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  that  this  precaution  was  not  un- 
ferviceable,  for  we  loll  but  one  failor  during  our  whole 
paflage  to  the  coall. 

One  day,  when  we  hatl  been  about  five  weeks  at  Tea, 
we  defcried  to  windward  a large  Ihip  bearing  down  u}>on 
us  with  all  the  fail  fiie  could  carry.  Upon  wliich  my 
uncle  ordered  the  lludding-fails  to  be  hoifted,  and  the 
/hip  to  be  cleared  for  engaging;  but  finding  that  (to 
tile  thefeaman’s  phrafe)  we  were  very  much  wronged  by 
the  fliip  which  had  us  in  chace,  and  which  by  this  time 
had  hoifted  French  colours,  he  commanded  theftudding- 
fails  to  be  taken  in,  the  courfes  to  be  cle%ved  up,  the 
main-top-fail  to  be  backed,  the  tompions  to  be  taken 
out  of  theguns,  and  every  man  to  repair  to  his  quarters. 
While  every  body  was  bufied  in  the  perfonnance  of  thele 
orders.  Strap  came  upon  the  quarter-deck,  trembling 
and  looking  aghaft,  and,  with  a voice  half  fupprelTed 
by  fear,  alked  if  I thought  we  were  a match  for  the 
vefl'el  in  purfuit  of  us.  Obferving  his  confternation,  I 
faid,  “ What ! are  you  afraid.  Strap  ?"  “ Afraid ! (he 
replied,)  n — n — no ; what  lliould  I be  afr’aid  of?  1 thank 
God  I have  a clear  confcience ; but  I believe  it  will  be 
a bloody  battle,  aaid  I with  you  may  not  have  occafion 
for  another  hand  to  aflift  you  in  the  cockpit.” 1 per- 

ceived his  drift,  and,  making  the  captain  acquainted 
with  his  fituation,  defired  he  might  be  ftationed  below 
with  me  and  my  mates.  My  uncle,  incenfed  at  his  pu- 
fillanimity,  bade  me  fend  him  down  immediately,  that 
his  fear  might  not  infeft  the  lliip’s  company;  whereupon 
I told  the  poor  fteward,  that  I had  begged  him  for  my 
afliftant,  and  defired  him  to  go  down,  and  help  my  mates 

to  get  ready  the  inftruments  and  dreflings. Notwith- 

ftanding  the  fatisfaflion  he  muft  have  felt  atthefe  tidings, 
he  affefted  a Ihynefs  of  quitting  the  upper  deck ; and 
faid,  he  hoped  I did  not  imagine  he  was  afraid  to  do 
his  duty  above  board;  for  he  believed  himfclt  as  well 
prepared  for  death  as  any  man  in  the  Ihip,  no  difparagc- 

meut 
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ment  to  me  or  the  captain. — I was  ciifgufted  at  this 
afteelation,  and,  in  order  to  puniih  his  hypocrily,  affined 
him,  he  might  take  his  choice  of  either  going  down  to 
the  cickpit  wiihme,  or  of  ftayingnpon  deck  during  the 
engai;emcnt.  Alarmed  at  this  indifference,  he  replied, 
‘=  Well,  to  oblige  to  you,  I 11 .0  down  j but  remember 
it  is  more  for  your  lake  than  my  own.” — So  faying,  he 
difappeared  in  a twinkling,  without  waiting  tor  an  an- 
Iwer. — By  this  time  we  could  oblerve  two  tier  of  guns 
in  the  Ihip  v.  h.ch  purfued  us,  and  which  was  novy  but 
two  ihort  miles  adem.  This  dilcoveiy  had  an  evident 
efftif  upor.  the  iailors,  who  did  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that 
we  Ihouid  be  tore  to  pieces,  and  blown  Out  ot  the  water  5 
and  that  if  in  cafe  anv  of  tliem  lliould  lofe  their  precious 
limbs,  they  muff  go  a begging  for  life,  for  there  was 
no  provUion  made  by  the  merchants  for  thoie  poor  fouls 
who.  are  maimed  in  their  I'ervice.  The  captain  under- 
ftanding  this  backwardnefs,  ordered  the  crew  abaft,  and 
fpoketo  them  thus  : “ My  lads,  I am  told  you  hang  an 
a — ft — I have  gone  to  fea  thirty  years,  man  and  boy,  and 
never  law  Englilh  failors  afi-aid  before. — Mayhap  you 
think  Pwant  to  expole  you  for  the  lucre  of  gain. — Who- 
foever  thinks  lb,  thinks  a damned  lie ; for  my  while  car- 
go is  infured  ; fo  that  in  cale  I Ihould  be  taken,  my  lofs 
would  not  be  great — The  enemy  is  ftronger  than  we,  to  be 
fure.  What  then  ? have  we  not  a chance  for  cariying  away 
one  of  her  malls,  and  fo  get  clear  of  her  ? — If  we  find 

her  too  hard  for  us,  ’tis  but  ftriking  at  laft. If  any 

man  is  hurt  in  the  engagement,  I promife,  on  the  word 
of  an  honed  feaman,  to  make  him  a recompenfe  accord- 
ing to  his  iofs. So  now,  you  that  are  lazy,  lubberly, 

cowardly  dogs,  get  away,  and  fculk  in  the  hold,  and 
bread-room ; and  you  that  are  jolly  boys,  dand  by  me, 
and  let  us  give  one  broadilde  for  the  honour  ot  O.d  Eng- 
land.”— This  eloquent  harangue  v/as  fo  well  adapted  to 
the  difpofition  of  his  hearers,  that  one  and  all  of  them, 
pulling  off  their  hats,  waved  them  over  their  heads,  and 
laiuted  him  with  three  cheers ; upon  which  he  fent  his 
boy  for  two  large  cafe  bottles  of  brandy,  and,  having 
treated  every  man  with  a dram,  they  repaired  to  their 
X 3 quarters. 
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quarters,  and  waited  impatiently  for  tlie  word  of  com- 
mand.  1 muft  do  my  uncle  the  juftice  to  fay,  that,  in 

the  whole  of  his  difpofition,  he  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
intrepidity,  conduit,  and  deliberation. — The  enemy  be- 
ing very  near,  he  ordered  me  to  my  ftation,  and  was 
juit  going  to  give  the  word  for  hoifting  the  colours,  and 
firing,  when  the  luppofed  Frenchman  hauled  down  his  i 
white  pennant,  jack  and  enlign,  hoifted  Englifli  onts, 
and  fired  a gun  a-headof  us.  This  was  a joyftil  event  to 
Captain  Bowling,  who  immediately  fliewed  his  colours, 
and  fired  a gun  to  leeward : upon  which  the  other  fhip 
ran  along-fide  of  us,  hailed  him,  and  giving  him  to 
know  that  flie  was  an  Englifh  man  of  war  of  forty  guns, 
ordered  him  to  hoift  out  his  boat,  and  come  on  board. — ■ 
This  command  he  obeyed  with  the  more  alacrity',  be- 
caufe,  xtpon  enquiry,  he  found  that  fhe  was  commanded 
by  an  old  mefs-mate  of  his,  who  was  overjoyed  to  fee 
him,  detained  him  to  dinner,  and  fent  his  barge  for  the 
fiipercargo  and  me,  who  were  very  much  carefied  on  his 
account. — As  this  commander  was  deftiiied  to  cruizeupon 
the  French  coaft  in  the  latitude  of  Martinico,  his  Ifem 
and  quarters  were  adorned  with  white  flowers-de-lis,  and 
the  whole  fliell  of  the  fhip  fomuch  difguifed  for  a decoy  to 
the  enemy,  that  it  was  no  wonder  that  my  uncle  did  not 
know  her,  although  he  had  failed  on  board  of  her  many 

years. ^We  kept  company  with  her  four  days,  during 

which  time  the  captains  were  never  afunder,  and  then 
parted,  our  courle  lying  different  from  hers. 

In  lefs  than  a fortnight  after  our  feparation,  we  made 
the  land  of  Guinea,  near  the  rnouth  of  the  river  Gam- 
bia, and  trading  along  the  coaft  as  far  to  the  fbuthwai'd 
of  the  line  as  Aigola  and  Bengula,  in  lefs  than  fix  months 
diipofed  of  the  greateft  pai't  of  our  cargo,  and  purchaled 
four  hundred  negroes,  my  adventure  having  been  laid  out 
in  gold  duff. 

Our  complement  being  made  up,  we  took  our  depar- 
tuie  from  (Jape  Negroe,  and  arrived  in  the  Rio  dc  la 
Plata  in  fix  w^eks,  having  met  with  nothing  remarkable 
in  our  voyage,  except  an  epidemic  fever,  not  unlike  the 
jail  diltcmpei',  whicli  broke  out  among  our  llaves,  and 

carried 
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carried  off  a good  many  of  the  fhip’s  company;  among 
whom  I loft  one  of  my  mates ; and  poor  Strap  had  well 
nigh  given  up  theghoft. — Having  produced  our  paffport 
to^the  Spanilh  governor,  we  wei  e received  with  great 
courtefv,  fold  our  Haves  in  a veiy  few  days,  and  could 
have  put  off  five  times  the  number  at  our  own  price ; 
though  we  were  obliged  to  fmuggle  the  reft  of  our  mer- 
chandize, confiding  of  European  bale  goods,  which, 
however,  we  made  Ihift  to  difpofe  of  at  a great  advantage. 
CHAP.  XXIX. 

I am  invited  to  the  villa  of  a Spanijh  Don,  vokere  nve 
meet  ■vuitb  an  Englijb  gentleman,  and  make  a very  in- 

tercjling  difeovery voe  leave  Buenos  Ayres,  and 

arrive  at  'Jamaica. 

OUR  fltip  being  freed  from  the  difagreeable  lading  of 
negroes,  to  whom  indeed  I had  been  a miferable  flave 
fmee  our  leaving  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  I began  to  enjoy 
my.'elf,  and  breathe  with  pleafure  the  pure  air  of  Para- 
guay, this  part  of  which  is  reckoned  the  Montpelier  of 
South  America,  and  has  obtained,  on  account,  of  its 
climate,  the  name  of  Buenos  Ayres. — Itwas  in  this  de- 
licious place  that  I gave  myfelf  entirely  up  to  the 
thoughts  of  my  dear  Narclffa,  whofe  image  ftill  kept 
pc'flellion  of  my  bread,  and  whofe  charms,  enhanced  by 
abfence,  appeared  to  my  Imagination,  if  poflible,  more 
engaging  than  evcrl  I calculated  the  profits  of  my 
voyage,  which  even  exceeded  my  expeftation  ; refolved 
to  purchafe  a handfome  finecure  upon  my  arrival  in 
En'^.dand  ; and,  if  I (hould  find  the  fquire  as  averfe  to  me 
as  *^ver,  marry  his  filler  by  Health  ; and,  in  cafe  our 
family  fhould  increafe,  rely  upon  the  generofity  of  my 
uncle,  who  was  by  this  time  worth  a conliderable  ium. 

While  I amufed  myfelf  with  thefe  agreeable  projefts, 
and  the  tranfporting  hopes  of  enjoying  Narcifla,  wo 
were  vciy  much  car<.lied  by  the  Spanilh  .entlemen,  who 
frf  quently  made  parties  of  pleafure  for  our  entertain- 
ment, in  which  we  niaiie  excurfions  into  the  country. 
Ainono-  thof-  who  fignalized  themfelves  by  their  civiliiy 
to  u..,“tinre  was  on.  Don  Antonio  de  Kibera,  a very 
polite  voting  gentleman,  with  whom  I had  contra^led 
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an  intimate  friendfhip,  v/ho  invited  us  one  day  to  his 
country-houfe,  and,  as  a further  inducement  to  our 
compliance,  promil'ed  to  procure  fcr  us  the  company  of 
an  Englifti  fignior,  who  had  been  fettled  in  thofe  parts 
many  years,  and  acquired  the  love  and  efteem  of  the 
whole  province  by  his  affability,  good  fcnlc,  and  ho- 
nourable behaviour. 

We  accepted  his  invitation,  and  fet  out  for  his  villa, 
where  we  had  not  been  longer  than  an  hour,  when  the 
perfon  arrived  in  whole  favour  I had  been  fo  much  pre- 

jioireffed. He  was  a tall  man,  remarkably  well- 

fhaped,  of  a fine  mien  and  appearance,  commanding 
afjpeft,  and  feemed  to  be  turned  of  forty.  The  features 
of  his  face  were  faddened  with  a referve  and  gravity, 
which  in  other  countries  would  have  been  thought  t&e 
effeft  of  melancholy ; but  here  appeared  to  have  been 
contraiSled  by  his  commerce  with  the  Spaniards,  who 
are  remarkable  for  that  feverity  of  countenance.  Un- 
derftanding  from  Don  Antonio,  that  we  were  his  coun- 
trymen, he  faluted  us  all  I'ound  very  complaifantly, 
and,  fixing  his  eyes  very  attentively  on  me,  uttered  a 
deep  figh. — I had  been  ftruck  with  a profound  venera- 
tion for  him  at  his  firft  coming  into  the  room ; and  no 
fooner  obferved  this  expreffion  of  his  forrow,  direfted,  as 
it  were,  in  a particular  manner  to  me,  than  my  heart 
took  part  in  his  grief.  I fjTnpathized  invohintarily, 
and  fighed  in  my  turn. — Having  afked  leave  of  our  en- 
tertainer, he  accofted  us  in  Englilh,  profelfed  his  fatis- 
fa6f  ion  at  feeing  fo  many  of  his  countrjmien  in  fuch  a re- 
mote place,  and  afked  the  captain,  who  went  by  the 
name  of  Signior  Thoma,  from  what  part  of  Britain  he 
had  failed,  and  whither  he  was  bound. — My  uncle  told 
him  that  we  had  failed  from  the  river  Thames,  and  were 
bound  for  the  fame  place,  by  the  way  of  Jamaica, 
where  we  intended  to  take  in  a lading  of  fugar. 

Having  fatisfied  himfelf  in  thefe  and  other  particu- 
lars about  the  Hate  of  the  war,  he  gave  us  to  underifand, 
that  he  had  a longing  deiire  to  revifit  his  native  coun- 
try, in  confequence  of  which,  he  had  already  tranl- 
mitted  to  Europe  the  greateft  part  of  his  fortune  in  neu- 
tral 
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tral  bottoms,  and  would  willingly  embark  the  reft  of  it, 
with  himfelf,  in  our  ftiip,  proviiled  the  captain  had  no 
objeiSlion  to  luch  a paflcnger.  My  uncle  very  prudently 
replied,  that  for  his  part  he  ftioiild  be  glad  of  his  com- 
pany, if  he  could  procure  the  confent  of  tlie  governor, 
without  which  he  durft  not  admit  him  on  board,  what- , 
ever  inclination  he  had  to  oblige  him. — The  gentleman 
approved  of  his  dlfcretlon,  and  telling  him  that  there 
would  be  no  difficultyln  obtaining  the  connivance  of  the 
governor,  who  was  his  good  friend,  Ihifted  the  conver- 
fation  to  another  fubjeft. 

I was  overjoyed  to  hear  his  intention,  and  already  In- 
terefted  myfelf  fo  much  in  his  favour,  that,  had  he  been 
difappointed,  I ftiould  have  been  very  unhappy.  In  the 
courfc  of  our  entertainment,  he  eyed  me  with  uncom- 
mon attachment  -.  I felt  a furprifmg  attra61ron  towards 
him  I when  he  fpoke,  I liftened  with  attention  and  re- 
verence : the  dignity  of  his  deportment  filled  me  with 
affedlicn  and  awe ; and  in  ftiort,  the  emotions  of  my 
foul,  in  the  prefence  of  this  ftranger,  were  ftrong  and 
unaccouirtable. 

Having  fpent  the  heft  part  of  the  elay  with  us,  he  took 
his  leave,  tellmg  Captain  I'homa,  that  he  ftiould  hear 
from  him  in  a ftiort  time.  He  was  no  Iboncr  gone,  than 
I afked  a thoufand  queftions  about  him  of  Don  Antonio, 
who  could  give  me  no  other  fatisfablion,  than  that  his 
name  was  Don  Rodrigo,  that  he  had  lived  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  years  in  thefe  parts,  was  reputed  rich,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  unfortunate  in  his  younger  years, 
becaufe  he  was  oblerwed  to  nourifti  a penfrve  melancholy, 
even  from  the  time  of  his  firrt  fettlemcnt  among  tiiem  5 
but  that  no  body  had  ventured  to  enquii'e  into  the  caufe 
of  his  forrow,  in  confideration  of  his  peace,  which  might 
fuffer  in  the  recapitulation  of  his  misfortunes. 

I was  feized  v/ith  an  irrefiftibie  defire  of  knowing  the 
particulars  of  his  fate,  and  enjoyed  not  one  hour  of  re- 
pofe  during  the  whole  night,  by  reafon  of  the  eager  con- 
ceptions that  infpired  me,  with  regard  to  his  ftoiy, 
which  I refolved  (if  pofllble)  to  learn. — Next  mommg, 
while  wc  were  at  breakfaft,  thr  ee  mules,  richly  capai  r- 

I’ontd, 
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foiled,  arrived  with  a inefl'age  from  Don  Rodrigo,  de* 
firing  our  company,  and  that  of  Don  Antonio,  at  Ids 
houle,  which  was  fituated  about  ten  miles  further  up 

the  country. 1 was  plcafed  with  this  invitation,  in 

confequence  of  which  we  mounted  the  mules  v/hich  he 
had  provided  for  us,  and  alighted  at  his  houfe  before 
noon.  Here  we  were  fplendidly  entertained  by  the  ge- 
nerous ftranger,  who  frill  feemed  to  fhew  a particular  re- 
gard for  me,  and  after  dinner,  made  me  a prefent  of  a 
ring  fet  with  a beautiful  amethyft,  the  produclion  of 
that  country,  faying  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  once 
bleffed  with  a fon,  who,  had  he  lived,  would  have  been 
nearly  of  my  age.  Tliis  oblervation,  delivered  with  a 
profound  figh,  made  ray  heart  tlirob  vuth  violence  ; a 
crowd  of  confufed  ideas  i-uftied  upon  my  imagination, 
which,  while  I endeavoured  to  unravel,  my  uncle  per- 
ceived my  abfence  of  thought,  and,  tapping  me  on  the 
fiioulder,  faid,  “ Oons  ! are  you  afieep,  Kory  r”  Before 
I had  time  to  reply,  Don  Rodrigo,  with  uncommon 
eagemefs  of  voice  and  lock,  pronounced,  “ Pray,  cap- 

tam,  what  is  the  young  gentleman’s  name  ? “ His 

name  (faid  my  uncle)  is  Roderick  Random.” — “Gra- 
cious Powers !”  (cried  the  ftranger,  ftartingup) — “ And 

his  mother’s  ? “ His  mother  (anfwered  the  captain, 

amazed)  was  Charlotte  Bowling.”—”  O bounteous 
heaven ! (exclaimed  Don  Rodrigo,  fpringing  acrofs  the 
table,  and,  clafping  me  in  his  arms,)  my  fon  ! my  fon  1 
have  I found  thee  again  ? Do  I behold  thee  in  my  em- 
brace, after  having  loft  and  delpaired  of  feeing  thee  lb 
long?”  So  faying,  he  fell  upon  my  neck,  and  wept 
aloud  with  joy ; while  the  power  of  nature  operating 
ftrongly  in  my  breaft,  I was  loft  in  rapture,  and,  while 
he  prefted  me  to  his  heart,  let  fall  a ftiower  of  tears  into 
his  bofom. — His  utterance  was  choaked  up  a rood 
while  by  the  agitation  of  his  foul.  At  length  he  broke 
out  into  “ Myfterious  Providence  1 — O my  dear  Char- 
lotte ! thei'e  yet  remains  a pledge  of  our  love ! and  Irch 
a pledge  ! fo  lound  ! O infinite  goodnefs  ! let  me  adore 
thy  all-wife  decrees !”  Having  thus  pprelTed  himfelf, 
he  kneeled  upon  die  floor,  lilted  up  his  eyes  and  hands 
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to  heaven,  and  remained  ibine  minutes  in  a fdent  exftacy 
of  devotion.  I put  mylclf  in  the  i'ame  pofture,  adored 
the  all  good  Dnpoler,  m a pra^ci  ot  mental  thanhl- 
giving  ^ and,  when  lus  ejaculation  v\as  ended,  did  no- 
ma^e  to  my  lather,  and  craved  his  parental  blefllng. 
He  hugged  me  again  with  unutterable  tondne  s,  and, 
having  implored  the  proteflion  of  heaven  upon  my  nead, 
raifed  me  from  the  ground,  and  preiented  me  as  his  Ion 
to  the  company,  who  wept  in  concert  over  this  affeftlng 
feene.  Among  the  reft,  my  uncle  did  not  fall  to  dii- 
cover  the  goodnels  and  joy  of  his  hear  t : Albeit  uiiujed  to 
the  melting  mood)  he  blubbered  with  great  tendeineis, 
and,  wringing  my  father’s  hand,  cried,  “ Brother 
Random,  1 am  rejoiced  to  fee  you — God  be  prailed  for 

this  happy  meeting.’ —Don  Rodrigo,  underftanding 

that  he  was  his  brother-in-law,  embraced  him  afieilion- 
ately,  faying,  “ Are  you  my  Chai'lotte  s brother  ?— • 
Alas ! unhappy  Charlotte  ! But  why  Ihould  I repine  ? 
we  fhall  meet  again,  never  more  to  part  ? — Brother, 
vou  are  truly  welcome. — Dear  fon,  I am  traniported 

with  unfpeakable  joy  ! This  day  is  a jubilee— my 

friends  and  fervants  fhall  fliare  my  fatisfaclion.” 

While  he  difpatched  meffengers  to  the  gentlemen  in 
the  neighbourhood,  to  announce  this  event,  and  g;avc 
orders  fora  grand  entertainment,  Iw'as  lb  much  affected 
with  the  tumults  of  pafiion,  which  afi'ailed  me  on  this 
great,  fudden,  and  unexpecled  occaiion,  that  I fell  lick, 
fevered,  and  in  lefs  than  three  hours  became  delirious ; 
fo  that  the  preparations  were  countermanded,  ajid  the 

joy  of  the  family  converted  into  grief  and  defpair. 

Phyficians  were  inlfantly called;  I was  plentiiully  blood- 
ed in  the  foot,  my  lower  extremities  were  bathed  in  a 
decoction  of  falutiferous  herbs:  in  ten  hours  after  I was 
taken  ill,  I enjoyed  a critical  fweat,  and  next  day  felt  no 
remains  of  the  diffemper,  but  an  agreeable  lafTitude, 
which  did  not  hinder  me  from  getting  up.— During  the 
progrefs  of  this  fever,  whicii,  from  the  term  of  its  du- 
ration, is  called  ephemera,  my  father  never  once  quitted 
my  bed- fide,  but  adminiftered  the  preferiptions  of  the 
phyficians  with  the  mod  p;ous  care;  while  Captain 

Bosvling 
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Bowling  manift-ftcd  his  concern  by  the  like  attendance. 

— 1 no  iboner  found  inylelf  delivered:  from  tjic  difeafe, 
than  I bethought  myfelt  ot  my  honelt  friend,  Strap } and, 
relblving  to  make  him  happy  forthwith,  in  the  know- 
ledge of  my  good  fortune,  told  my  father  in  general,  | 
that  I had  been  infinitely  obliged  to  this  faithful  ad-  I 
herent ; and  begged,  he  would  indulge  me  lb  fai-  as  to  ■ 
tend  for  him,  without  letting  him  know  my  happinefs,  I 
until  he  ccwld  receive  an  account  of  it  tfom  my  own  i 
mouth. 

My  requeft  was  inftantly  complied  with,  and  a mef- 
fengcr  with  a Iparc  mule  detached  to  the  fhip,  can-ying 
orders  from  the  captain  to  the  mate,  to  fend  the  fteward 

by  the  bearer. My  health  being,  in  the  mean  time, 

re-eftablilhed,  and  my  mind  compofed,  I began  to  relifh 
this  important  turn  of  my  fortune,  in  reflefting  upon 
the  advantages  with  which  in  mull  be  attended ; and, 
as  the  idea  of  my  lovely  Narciffa  always  joined  itlelf  to 
every  feene  of  happinefs  I could  imagine,  I entertained 
mylell  now  with  the  profpeft  of  poflefling  her  in  that 
diltinguilhed  fphere,  to  which  flie  was  entitled  by  her 

birth  and  qualifications.' Having  often  mentioned 

her  name  while  I was  deprived  of  my  fenfes,  my  father 
gueffed  that  there  was  an  intimate  connexion  between  us, 
and,  difeovering  the  piciure  which  hung  in  my  bofom  by 
a ribbon,  did  not  doubt  that  it  was  the  refemblance  of 
my  amiable  millrefs.  In  this  belief  he  was  confirmed  by 
my  uncle,  vvho  told  him  it  was  the  piflure  of  a young 
woman,  to  whom  I was  under  promlfe  of  marriage. — 
Alarmed  at  this  piece  of  information,  Don  Rodrigo 
took  the  firft  opportunity  of  queftioning  me  about  the 
particulars  of  this  affair,  which,  when  I had  candidly 
recounted,  he  approved  of  my  paflion,  and  promifed  to 
contribute  all  in  his  power  towards  its  I'uccefs. — Though 
I had  never  doubted  his  generofity,  I was  tmiifported 
on  this  occalion,  and,  throwing  myldf  at  his  feet,  told 
him,  he  had  now  ccmpleted  my  Irappinel's  ; for,  without 
the  pofleflion  of  Narciffa,  I fliould  be  miferable  among 
all  the  pleafures  of  life. — He  railed  me  with  a fmile  of 
pater;  al  for.dncfs;  faid,  he  knew  what  it  was  to  be  in 
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love;  and  obferved,  that  If  he  had  been  as  tenderly  be- 
loved by  his  father,  as  I was  by  mine,  he  fliould  not  now 

perhaps  have  caul'e Here  he  was  inten'upted-  by  a 

figh,  the  tear  ruftied  into  his  eye,  he  fuppreflcd  the  dlc- 
t^es  of  his  grief,  and  the  time  being  opportune,  de- 
fircd  me  to  relate  the  paffages  of  my  life,  which  my  un- 
cle had  told  him  were  manifold  and  furprifing. — I re- 
counted the  moll  material  circumftances  of  rny  fortune, 
to  which  he  lillened  with  woitder  and  attention,  mani- 
fefting,  from  time  totime,thofe  different  emotions,  which 
my  different  fituations  may  be  liippofed  to  have  raifed 
in  a parent’s  bread;  and,  when  my  detail  was  ended, 
bleffed  God  for  the  adverfity  I had  rindergone,  which, 
he  faid,  enlarged  the  underdanding,  improved  the 
heart.  Heeled  the  conditution,  and  qualified  a young 
man  for  all  the  duties  and  enjoyments  of  life,  much 
better  than  any  education  which  affluence  could  bedow- 
When  I had  thus  fatisfied  his  curiofity,  I dilcovered 
an  inclination  to  hear  the  particulars  ofhis  dory,  which 
he  gratified,  by  beginning  with  his  marriage,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  day  ofhis  difappeanng,  as  I hare  1 elated 
in  the  fird  part  of  my  memoirs.  “ Carelefs  of  life, 
(continued  he,)  and  unable  to  live  in  a place  where  every 
objefl  recalled  the  memory  ot  my  dear  Charlotte,  whom 
I had  lod  through  the  barbarity  of  an  unnatural  parent, 
I took,  my  leave  of  you,  my  child,  then  an  infant,  with 
a heart  full  of  unutterable  wee,  but  little  fufpeaing  that 
my  father's  unkindnefs  would  have  defeended  to  my  in- 
nocent orphan ; and  fetting  out  alone  at  midnight  toi 
the  neared  fea-port,  early  next  morning  got  on  board 
a (hip,  bound,  as  I had  heard,  for  France,  and  bar- 
gaining with  the  mader  for  my  paffage,  bade  along  adieu 
to  my  native  countiy,  and  put  to  fea  with  the  fird  fair 

wind.  The  place  of  our  dediuation  was  Granville;  but 

we  had  the  misfortune  to  run  upon  a ridge  of  iccksnear 
the  idand  of  Aldcmey,  called  the  Caikets,  where  the 
fea  running  high,  the  fhlp  went  to  pieces,  the  boat  linik 
along-fide,  and  every  ibul  011  board  periflied,  except  my- 
ielf,  who,  by  the  alfidar.cc  of  a grating,  got  on  diore 
on  the  coad  of  Normandy.  I went  dueilly  to  Caen, 
Vot.  II.  20  V where 
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where  I was  fo  lucky  as  to  meet  with  a Count,  wliom 
I had  formerly  known  in  my  travels.  With  this  gen- 
tleman I let  out  for  Paris,  where  I was  recommended  by 
him,  and  other  friends,  as  a tutor  to  a young  nobleman, 
whom  I accompanied  to  the  court  of  Spain. — There  we 
remained  a whole  year,  at  the  end  of  which  my  pupil 
being  recalled  by  his  father,  I -quitted  my  office,  and 
Ifaid  behind,  by  the  advice  ofa  certain  Spaniih  grandee, 
who  took  me  into  his  prote6fion,  and  introduced  me  to  a 
another  nobleman,  who  was  afterwards  created  viceroy 
of  Peru.  He  infilled  on  my  attending  him  to  his  govern- 
ment in  the  Indies,  where,  however,  by  reafon  of  my 
religion,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  make  my  fortune 
any  other  way  than  by  encouraging  me  to  trade,  which 
I had  not  long  profecuted  when  my  patron  died,  and  I 
found  mylelf  in  the  midft  of  ftrangers,  without  one 
friebd  to  liipportor  protect  me.  Urged  by  this  confider- 
ation,  I fold  my  effefls,  and  removed  to  this  country, 
the  governor  of  which  having  being  appointed  by  the 

viceroy,  was  my  intimate  acquaintance. Here  has 

Heaven  profpered  my  endeavours,  during  a refidence  of 
fixteen  years,  in  which  my  tranquillity  was  never  inva- 
ded, but  by  the  remembrance  of  j’our  mother,  whofe 
death  I have  in  fecret  moumetl  without  ceafing ; and  the 
refleflion  of  you,  whofe  fate  I could  never  learn,  not-  ' 
withllanding  all  my  enquiries,  by  means  of  my  friends 
in  France,  who,  after  the  molt  Ihiil  examination,  could 
give  me  no  other  account,  th;m  that  you  went  abroad 

fix  years  ago,  and  was  never  afterwards  heaid  of. 1 

could  not  red;  fatisfied  with  this  imperfeft  information  ; 
and  though  my  hope  of  finding  you  was  but  languid,- 
refolved  to  go  in  quell  of  you  in  perfon : For  witich 
purpofe,  I have  remitted  to  Holland  the  value  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds,  and  am  in  poflelllon  of  fifteen  tliou- 
fand  more,  with  which  I intended  to  embark  mylelf  on 
board  of  Captain  Bowling,  before  I dilcovtreel  this 
amazing  ftrokeof  Providence,  which  you  may  be  furc 
has  not  altered  my  intention." 

My  father  having  entertained  us  with  this  agreeable 
fketch  of  Ills  lil’e,  withdrew  in  or  der  to  relieve  Don  An- 
tonio 
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tonio,  who  in  his  ablmce  had  done  the  honours  of  Ins 
houfe  ; and  I was  juft  drefled  tor  my  appearance  among 
the  o-ueftj,  when  Strap  aiTivetl  from  the  thin.  _ 

He  no  iboner  entered  the  grand  apartment,  m whicli 
I was.  and  law  the  magnificence  ot  my  apparel,  than 
his  fpcech  was  loft  in  amazement,  and  he  gaped  m iilence 
at  the  obieFts  that  lurrounded  him. — “I  took  him  by 
the  hand,'  obfei^ed,  that  I had  feiit  for  him  to  be  a wit- 
nels  and  iharer  of  mv  happinels,  and  told  him  1 had  found 
a father.  At  theie  words  he  llarted,  and,  alterhavmg  con- 
tinued ibme  minutes  with  his  mouth  and  eyes  wide  open, 
cried,  ‘'^Aha — odd,  I know  what!  Go  thy  ways,  poor 
NarcilTa,  and  go  thy  ways  Ibmebody  elfe— Well— Lord, 
what  a thing  is  love! — God  help  us  ! are  all  out  mad 
pranks  and  proteftations  come  to  this  ? and  havq  you 
fixed  your  habitation  in  this  diftant  land ! God  profper 
y..u_I  find  wemuft  part  at  iaft— for  I would  not  leave 
my  poor  carcafs  fo  far  from  my  native  home,  for  all  the 
wealth  of  the  univerfe!'’  With  thefe  ejaculations,  hj 
began  to  fob  and  make  wry  faces ; upon  which  I alTiired 
him  of  his  miftake,  both  in  regard  to  Narcifla,  and  my 
ftayino-  in  Paraguay,  and  informed  him  as  briefly  as  1 
could,°of  the  great  event  which  had  happened.  Never 
was  rapture  more  ludicroufly  exprelfed  than_in  the 
viour  of  this  worthy  creature,  who  cried,  laughed^, 
whiftled,  fung,  and  danced,  all  in  a breath:  his  tranf- 
port  was  fcarce  over,  v/lien  my  father  entered,  wno  no 
Iboner  undtrftood  that  this  was  Strap,  than  he  took  him 
by  the  hand,  faying,  » Is  this  the  honeftman,  who  be- 
friended you  fo  much  in  your  diftrefs  ? You  are  welcome 
to  my  houfe,  and  1 will  foon  put  it  in  the  power  of  my 
Ibn  t.T  reward  you  for  your  good  offices  in  his  behall  j m 
the  mean  time,  go  with  us,  and  partake  of  the  repalt 
• that  is  provided.”  Strap,  wild  as  he  was  with  joy, 
would  by  no  means  accept  of  the  proffered  honour,  cry- 
ine,  “ God  forbid!  I know  my  diftance — Your  wor- 
(hip  fhall  excufe  me.”  And  Don  Rodrigo  finding  his 
modefty  invincible,  recommended  him  to  his  major- 
domo,  to  be  treated  with  tlie  utmoft  refpeft  ; while  he 
carried  me  into  a large  laloon,  vVliere  1 was  prefented 
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to  a numerous  company,  who  loaded  me  with  compli- 
ments and  careffcs,  and  congratulated  my  rather  in  terra* 
not  proper  for  me  to  repeat. 

Without  fpccifying  the  particulars  of  our  entertain- 
ment, let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  jt  was  at  the  fame  time  ele- 
gant and  fumptucus,  and  the  rejoicing  lafted  two  days ; 
after  which,  Don  Ridrigo  fettled  his  affairs,  converted 
his  effefts  into  filver  and  gold,  vilited  and  took  leave  of 
all  his  friends,  who  were  grieved  at  his  departure,  and 
honoured  me  with  conliderable  prefents ; and  coming  on 
board  of  my  uncle’s  fhip,  v/ith  the  firft  favourable  wind 
we  failed  from  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  in  two  months 
came  lafe  to  an  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Kingfton,  in 
the  illand  of  Jamaica. 

CHAP.  XXX. 

I vi/It  my  old  friend  'Thomfon -me  fet  fail for  EuropCy 

—meet  ^ith  an  odd  adventure — arrive  in  England 

■ 1 ride  acrofs  the  country  from  Portfmcuth  to  Sujfex 

~ converfe-  viith  Mrs.  Sagely,  voho  inforsns  me  of 

Narciffa's  being  in  London in  confequence  of  this 

intelligence,  I proceed  to  Canterbury meet  vcitb  my 

old  friend  Morgan- arrive  at  London vift  Nar- 

ci£u introduce  my  father  to  her be  his  charmed 

vjith  her  good  fenfe  and  beauty- vje  come  to  a de- 

termination of  demanding  her  brother's  confent  to  our 
marriage. 

T ENQUIRED,  as  foon  as  I got  afhore,  about  my  ge- 
nerous companion  Mr.  Thomfon ; and  hearing  that 
he  lived  in  a fiouri/liing  condition,  upon  the  eftate  left 
liim  by  his  wife’s  father,  who  had  been  dead  fome  years, 

I took  horfe  immediately,  with  the  confent  of  Don 
Ridrigo,  who  had  heard  me  mention  him  with  great  re- 
gard, and  in  a few  hours  reached  the  place  of  his  habita- 
tion. 

I fhould  much  wrong  the  delicacy  of  Mr;  Thogafon's 
fentiments,  to  lay  bai'ely  he  was  glad  to  fee  me:  he 
felt  all  that  the  molt  fenlible  and  difmtereftcd  fricndfhip 
could  feel  on  this  occafion  ; introduced  me  to  his  wife,  a 
very  amiable  young  lady,  who  had  already  blelfcd  him 
with  two  fine  children  5' and  being  as  yet  ignorant  of  my  , 

cir-cumllances, 
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circumftances,  frankly  otlcred  me  the  afliftance  ot  his 
purle  and  intereft.  I thanked  him  for  his  generous  in- 
tention,  and  made  him  acquainted  witn^  my  Htuation> 
on  which  he  congratidated  me  with  great  joy ; and,  after 
I had  ftaid  with  him  a whole  day  and  night,  accompa- 
nied me  back  to  Kingllon,  to  wait  tipon  my  father, 
whom  he  invited  to  his  hotiie.  Don  Ridrigo  complied 
with  his  reqiieft,  and  having  been  handi'omely  enter- 
tained during  the  Ijpace  of  a week,  returned  extremely 
well  fatisfi -d  with  the  behaviour  of  my  friend  and  his 
lady,  to  whom  at  parting  he  prefeiited  a very  valuame 
diamond  ring,  as  a token  of  his  efteem.  Duiing  the 
courfe  of  my  converfation  with  Mr.  rhomfon,  he  gave 
me  to  underhand,  that  his  and  my  old  commander. 
Captain  Oakhum,  was  dead  fome  months,  and  that 
immediately  after  his  death,  a dilcovery  had  been  made  of 
Ibme  valuable  elfecls  that  he  had  felonioufly  lecieted  out 

of  a prize,  by  the  alliftanceof  Dr.  Mackfliane,  who  was 

now  atfualiy  in  prifon  on  t'nat  account,  and  being  defti- 
tute  of  friends,  f ubliftedfolely  on  the  charity  of  my  fi  iend, 
whole  bounty  he  had  implored  in  the  mod  abjefl  man- 
ner, after  having  been  the  barbarous  occalion  of  dnv.ng 
him  to  that  terrible  extremity  on  board  of  the  Thunder, 
which  we  have  formerly  related.  AVhatfoever  this  wi etch 
might  have  been  guilty  of,  I applauded  Mr  . Phomfon  s 
generolity  towards  him  in  his  diftrefs,  which  wi ought 
lb  nigch  upon  me  alfo,  that  I fent  him  ten  piftoles,  in 
fuch  a • private  manner,  that  he  could  never  know  his 

benefaclor.  _ .y  i. 

AVliiie  my  father  and  I were  earelTed  among  the  gen- 
tlemen afhore.  Captain  Bowling  had  writ  to  his  owners, 
by  the  packet,  which  lailed  a tew  days  after  our  ai  rival, 
fi^ifving  his  profperou  voyage  hitherto,  and  dcfiring 
them'toiniure  hisiliipand  cargo  homewanrbound ; after 
which  precaution  he  ap.plled  himfelf  fo  heartdy  to  the 
talk  of  loading  his  fliip,  that,  with  the  alhlfance  01  hlr. 
Thomfr.n,  Ihe  w'as  full  in  lei's  than  fix  weeks.  This 
kind  gentleman  likev/ile  procured  for  Don  Rodiigb 
bills  upon  Lomlon  for  the  greateft  part  of  his  gold  and 
lilver,  by  which  means  it  was  fecured  agamlt  tne  nik  of 
^ Y 3 
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the  Teas  and  the  enemy  ; and  before  we  lailed,  fiipplied 
us  with  fuch  large  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  ftock,  that 
not  only  we,  but  the  (hip’s  company  fared  fumptuouHy 
during  the  voyage. 

Every  thing  being  ready,  we  took  our  leave  of  our 
kind  entertainers,  and  going  on  board  at  Port  Royal, 
fet  fail  for  England  on  the  firft  day  of  June.'  'We  beat 
up  to  windward,  with  fine  eafy  weather;  and  one  night, 
believing  ourfelves  near  Cape  Tiberon,  lay  to,  with  an 
intention  to  wood  and  water  next  morning  in  the  bay. 
While  we  remained  in  this  fituation,  a lailor,  liaving 
drank  more  new  rum  than  he  could  carry,  ftaggered 
over-beard,  and,  notwithftanding  all  the  means  that  could 
be  uled  to  preierVe  him,  went  to  the  bottom,  and  dilap- 
peared.  About  two  hours  after  this  melancholy  acci- 
dent happened,  as  I enjoyed  the  cool  air  on  the  quarter- 
deck, I heard  a voice  rifing,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  fea, 
and,  calling,  “ Ho,  the  (hip  ahoy  1”  Upon  which  one 
of  the  men  upon  the  forec^le  cried,  “J’Hbed — n’d, 
if  that  an’t  Jack  Marlinlpike,  who  went  over-board  !” 
Not  a little  furprized  at  this  event,  I jumped  into  the 
boat  that  lay  along-fide,  with  the  fecond  mate  and  four 
men,  and  rowing  towards  the  place  from  whence  the 
voice  (which  repeated  the  hail)  feemed  to  proceed,  we 
perceived  fomething  floating  upon  the  water : when  we 
had  rowed  a little  farther,  we  difeemed  it  to  be  a man 
riding  upon  a hencoop,  who  feeing  us  approach,  pro- 
nounced with  a hoarfe  voice,  “ D — n your  bloods ! why 
did  you  not  anfwer  when  I hailed  ?”  Our  mate,  who 
was  a veritable  feainan,  hearing  this  falute,  laid,  “ By 
G — d,  my  lads,  this  is  none  of  our  man — This  is  the 

devil' Pull  away  for  the  (hip.”  The  fellows  obeyed 

his  command,  without  queftion,  and  were  already  fome 
fathoms  on  our  return,  when  I infilled  on  their  taking 
np  the  poor  creature,  and  prevailed  upon  them  to  go  back 
to  the  wreck,  which,  when  we  came  near  the  fecond  time, 
and  lignified  our  intention,  we  received  an  anfwer  of, 

“Avail,  avail What  (liip,  brother?”  Being  I’atif- 

fied  in  this  particular,  he  cried,  “ D — n the  (hip  : I 
was  ill  hopqs  it  h^d  been  my  own — Where  are  you 

bound  r” 
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bound  ?”  We  iatisfied  his  curiolity  in  this  particular 
too  ; upon  which  he  fufFcred  hlinlllf  to  be  taken  on 
board,  and,  alter  having  been  comforted  with  a dram, 
told  us,  he  belonged  to  the  Veluvio  man  of  war,  upon 
a cniize  off  the  ifland  of  Hiipaniola ; that  he  had  fallen 
ov'er-boaid  about  four-and-twenty  hours  ago,  and  the 
Hiip  being  under  fail,  they  did  not  choofe  to  bring  to,  but 
tolled  a hencoop  over-board  tor  his  convenience,  upon 
which  he  was  in  good  hopes  ot  reaching  the  Cape  next 
njoming : howfomeyer,  he  was  as  well  content  to  be 
aboard  of  us,  becaufe  he  did  not  doubt  that  we  lliould 
meet  his  Ihip ; and  if  he  had  gone  alhore  in  the  bay,  he 

might  have  been  taken  prifoner  by  the  French. 'My 

uncle  and  father  were  very  much  diverted  with  the  ac- 
count of  this  fellow’s  unconcerned  behaviour;  and  in 
two  daysv  meeting  with  the  Veluvio,  as  he  expedted, 
fent  him  on  board  of  her,  according  to  hisdeiire. 

Having  beat  up  fuccefsfully  the  windward  palTage,  we 
ftretched  to  the  northward,  and  falling  in  with  a wefterly 
wind,  in  eight  weeks  arrived  in  foundings,  and  in  two 

days  after  made  the  Lizard. It  is  impolTible  to  ex- 

prels  the  joy  I felt  at  the  fight  of  Englifli  ground!  Don 
Rodrigo  was  not  unmoved,  and  Strap  Ihed  tears  ofglad- 
ne.fii. — The  failors  profited  by  our  fatisfaftion  ; the 
Ihoe  that  was  nailed  to  the  maft  being  quite  filled  with 

our  liberality. My  uncle  refolved  to  nin  up  into  the 

Downs  at  once,  but  the  wind  Ihifting  when  we  were  a- 
brealt  of  the  Illc  of  W'ight,  he  was  obliged  to  turn  into 
St.  Helen’s,  and  come  to  Spithcad,  to  the  great  mortifi- 
cation of  the  crew,  thirty  of  whom  were  immediately 
preflcd  on  board  of  a man  of  war. 

My  father  and  I went  alliore  immediately  at  Portf- 
moutli,  leaving  Strap  with  the  captain  to  go  round  with 
the  Ihip,  and  take  care  of  our  efFe£ls  ; and  I difcovered 
fo  much  impatience  to  fee  my  charming  Narcill'a,  that 
my  father  permitted  me  to  ride  acrofs  the  country  to  her 
brother’s  houfe  ; while  he  Ihould  hire  a poft-chaife  for 
London,  where  he  would  wait  for  me  at  a place  to  which 
J dirccled  him. 


Fired 
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Fired  wit)i  all  the  eagernefs  ofpaflion,  I took  poll  horfes 
thatvery  night,  and  iiithejnorningreached  an  inn  about 
three  miles  from  the  fquire’«  habitation  ; where  I re- 
mained till  next  evening,  allaying  the  toiture  of  my  im- 
patience with  the  rapturous  hope  of  feeing  that  divine 
creature  after  an  ablence  of  eighteen  months,  which, 
I'ar  from  impairing,  had  railed  my  love  to  tiie  mod  ex- 
alted pitch ! Neither  wei-e  my  refieflions  free  from  ap- 
prehenfions,  that  fometimes  intervened  in  fpite  of  all  my 
hope,  and  reprefented  her  as  havijig  yielded  to  the  im- 
portunity of  her  brother,  and  blelfed  the  anns  of  an 
happy  rival. — My  thoughts  were  even  maddened  with 
the  fear  of  her  death  ; and  when  I arrived  in  the  dark 
at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Sagely,  I had  not  for  fome  time 
courage  to  defire  admittance,  left  my  foul  fhould  be 
Ihocked  with  difmal  tidings.  At  length,  however,  I 
knocked,  and  no  frtoner  certified  the  good  gentlewoman 
of  my  voice  than  file  opened  the  door,  and  received  me 
with  a moft  affectionate  embrace,  that  brought  tears 
into  her  aged  eyes.  “ For  Heaven’s  fake  ! dear  mother, 
(cried  I)  tell  me,  how  is  NarcilTa  ? Is  file  the  fame  that  I 
left  her  ?”  She  bleffed  my  ears  with  faying,  “ She  is 
as  beautiftd,  in  as  good  health,  and  as  much  your’s  as 

ever.” Tranfported  at  this  affui-ance,  I begged  to 

know  if  I could  not  fee  her  that  veiy  night ; when  this 
fage  matron  gave  me  to  undeiiland  that  my  miftrefs  was 
in  London,  and  that  things  were  ftrangely  altered  in 
the  (quire’s  houfe  fince  my  depaiture  j that  he  had  been 
maiTied  a whole  year  to  Mednda,  who  at  firft  four,d 
means  to  wean  his  attention  fo  much  from  Narcifia,  that 
he  became  quite  carelefs  of  that  lovely  filler,  comforting 
himlelf  with  the  claufein  his  father’s  will,  by  which  fiie 
would  forfeit  her  fortune,  by  mairying  without  his  con- 
fent ; that  my  miftrefs  being  but  indifferently  treated  by 
her  filter- in- law,  had  madeufe  of  her  freedom  lome  months 
ago,  and  gone  to  town,  where  fiie  was  lodged  with  Mifs 
Williams,  in  expe6lation  of  my  arrival ; and  had  been 
peftered  with  the  addrelTes  of  Lord  Quiverwit,  wlio, 
finding  her  heai't  engaged,  had  fallen  upon  a great 
many  fliifts,  to  penuade  her  that  I was  dead ; but 

finding 
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finding  all  Ids  artifices  unfuccefsiul,  and  defipalring  of 
gaining  her  afFcftion,  he  had  confoled  hlmlelf  for  her 
indifference,  by  marrying  another  lady  Ibnie  weeks  ago, 
who  had  already  left  him  on  account  of  feme  family 

iineafinefs.' Befides  this  interefting  information,  flie 

told  me,  there  was  not  a geat  deal  of  harmony  between 
Melinda  and  the  fquire,  who  was  fo  much  difgufted  at 
the  number  of  gallants  who  continued  to  hover  about 
her  even  after  marriage,  that  he  had  hunied  her  down 
into  the  country  much  againlt  her  own  inclination, 
where  their  mutual  aidmofities  had  rifen  to  fuch  a height, 
that  they  prelci'\'ed  no  decency  before  company  or  fer- 
vants,  but  abuled  one  another  in  the  groffeft  terms. 

This  good  old  gentlewoman,  to  give  me  a convinc- 
ing proof  of  my  dear  Narciffa’s  unalterable  love,  grati- 
fied me  with  a fight  of  the  Jail  letter  flie  had  favoured 
her  with,  in  which  I was  mentioned  with  lb  much  ho- 
nour, tendeniefs,  and  concern,  that  my  Ibul  was  fired 
with  impatience,  and  I determined  to  ride  all  night, 
that  I might  have  it  the  fooner  in  my  power  to  make 
her  happy. — Mrs.  Sagely,  perceiving  my  eagernefs,  and 
her  maternal  affe6lion  being  equally  divided  between' 
NarcilTa  and  me,  begged  leave  to  remind  me  of  the  fen- 
timents  with  which  I went  abroad,  that  would  not  per- 
mit me,  for  any  felfilh  gratification,  to  prejudice  the  for- 
tune of  that  amiable  young  lady,  who  mull  entirely  de- 
pend upon  me,  after  having  bellowed  herfelf  in  marriage. 

I thanked  her  for  her  kind  concern,  and  as  briefly  as 
poffible  defcribeil  my  flourilhing  lituation,  which  afforded 
this  humaneperlbn  infinite  wonder  andfatisfaflion.  I told 
her  that  now  I had  anopportunity  to  manifellmy  gratitude 
for  the  obligations  I owed,  I would  endeavour  to  make 
her  old  age  comfortable  and  eafy ; as  a Hep  to  which,  I 
propofed  Ihe  Ihould  come  and  live  with  Narciffa  and  me. 

This  venerable  gentlewoman  was  lb  much  affefted 

with  my  words,  that  the  tears  ran  down  her  ancient 
cheeks.  She  thanked  heaven  that  I had  not  belied  the 
prefages  Ihe  had  made,  on  her  firll  acquaintance  with 
mej  acknowledging  my  generolity,  as  flie  called  it,  in 
the  moll  elegant  and  pathetic  expreflions ; but  declined 
my  propofal,  on  account  of  her  attaclunent  to  the  dear 

melancholy 
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melancholy  cottage,  wliere  (he  liad  lb  peacefully  con- 
I’umed  her  folitai'y  widowhootl.  Finding  her  immovable 
on  this  fnbjea,  I infilled  on  her  accepting  a prefent  of 
thirty  guineas,  and  took  my  leave,  relblvmg  to  acctan- 
modate  lier  with  tl;e  fame  lum  annually,  tor  the  more 
comfoitablediipport  of  the  infirmities  of  old  age. 

Having  rode  all  night,  I found  myfelf  at  Canterbury 
in  the  morning,  where  I alighted  to  procure  frelli  horfes ; 
and,  as  I walked  into  the  inn,  perceived  an  apothecary’s 
(liop  on  the  other  fide  of  the  llreet,  with  tlie  name  of 
Morgan  over  the  door.  Alarmed  at  tliis  dilcoverj',  I 
could  not  help  thinking  that  ihy  old  melfmate  had  fet- 
tled in  this  place,  and,  upon  enquiry,  found  my  conjec- 
ture ti-ue,  and  that  he  was  married  lately  to  a widow  in 
that  city,  by  whom  he  got  three  thoufand  pcunds.  Re- 
joiced at  this  intelligence,  I went  to  his  (hop  as  foon  as 
it  was  open,  and  found  my  friend  behind  the  counter, 
bufy  in  preparing  a clyfter.  I fainted  him  at  enti'ance, 
with,  “ Your  fervant,  Mr.  Morgan.” — Upon  which  he 
looked  at  me,  and  replying,  “ Your  mod  humble  fer- 
vant, goot  Sir;”  rubbed  his  ingredients  in  the  mortar, 
without  any  emotion.  “ What!  (faid  I)  Morgan,  have 
you  forgot  your  old  melfmate  ?”— At  thefe  words  he 
looked  up  again,  and,  darting,  cried,  “ As  Got  is  my 

fure  it  cannot — yes,  by  my  falfation,  I believe  it  is 

my  deal-  friend,  Mr.  Rantom.”— He  was  no  fooner  con- 
vinced of  my  identity,  than  he  threw  down  the  pedle, 
overfet  the  m.ortar,  and,  jumping  over  tiie  board,  Iwept 
up  the  contents  with  his  clothes,  flew  about  my  neck., 
huff^eil  me  affeSionatcly,  and  daubed  me  all  over  with 
turpentine  and  the  yolks  of  eggs,  which  he  had  been 
mixing  when  I came  in. — Our  mutual  congiatulat  10ns 
beihg  over,  he  told  me,  that  he  found  himielt  a widow- 
er upon  his  retui-n  trom  the  V/elt  Indies ; that  he  had  got 
intered  to  be  appointed  furgeon  of  a man  of  war,  in 
which  capacity  lie  had  ferv'ed  feme  years,  until  he  mar- 
ried an  apothecai-\’’s  widow,  with  whom  he  now  tmoyeii 
a pretty  good  dim  of  money,  peace  and  quiet,  and  an  in- 
difiTerent  good  trade.  He  was  very  defirous  of  hearing  my 
adventures,  which  I adbred  him  I had  not  tunc  to  relate, 
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but  told  him  in  general,  my  ciicumllances  were  very 
good,  and  that  I hoped  to  lee  him  when  I fliould  not 
be  in  I'uch  a hiiriy  as  at  prefent. — He  inlifted,  however, 
on  my  ftaying  breakfaft,  and  introduced  me  to  his  wife, 
who  leemed  to  be  a decent  lenfible  woman,  pretty  well 
Itricken  in  years.  In  the  couri'e  of  our  converfation,  he 
lliewcd  the  lleeve  buttons  I had  e.xchanged  with  him 
at  our  parting  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  was  not  a little 
proud  to  fee  that  I had  preierved  his  with  the  fame  care. 
When  I informed  him  of  Mackftiane’s  condition,  he 
feemed  at  lirft  to  exult  over  his  diftrels  ; but,  after  a lit- 
tle recolleftion,  laid,  “ Well,  he  has  paid  for  his  ma- 
lice. I forgile  him,  and  may  Got  forgife  him  likewife.” 
He  exprelfed  great  concern  for  the  foul  of  Captain 
Oakham,  which  he  believed  was  now  gnalhing  its  teeth  : 
but  it  was  lometime  before  I could  convince  him  of 
I homfon’s  being  alive,  atwhofegood  fortune,  neveithe- 
iels,  he  was  extremely  glad. 

Having  renewctl  our  proteftations  of  friendftiip,  I bade 
the  honelt  Welftiman  and  his  fpoule  farewell,  and  taking 
puft-hones,  arrived  at  London  tliat  fame,  night,  where  I 
found  my  father  in -good  health,  to  whom  I imparted 
what  1 had  learned  ol  Narcifla. — This  indulgent  parent 
approved  of  my  intention  of  marrying  her,  even  without 
a fortune,  provided  her  brother’s  conleut  could  not  be 
obtained ; promifed  to  make  over  to  me  in  a few  days  a 
lufhciency  to  maintain  her  in  a falhionable  manner,  and 
exprelfed  a defire  of  Iceing  this  amiable,  creature,  wdio 

had  captivated  me  fo  much. As  I had  not  llept  the 

night  before,  and  was  befides  fatigued  wdth  my  journey, 
I found  niyfelf  under  a neceflity  of  taking  fome  repole, 
and  went  to  bed  accordingly.  Next  morning,  about  ten 
o'clock,  I took  a chair,  and,  according  to  Mrs.  Sagely’s 
direflions,  went  to  my  chaimer’s  lodgings,  and  encpiired 

lor  Mils  Williams. 1 had  iiot  waited, in  the  parlour 

longer  than  a minute,  when  this  young  woman  entered, 
and  no  fooner  perceived  me,  than  llie  Ihrieked  and  ran 
backward ; but  1 got  between  her  and  the  door,  and, 
cialping  her  in  iny  arms,  brought  her  to  herfelf  with  an 
embrace.  « Good  heaven!  (cried  llie,)  Mr.  Random,  is 

it 
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It  you  indeed  ! my  miftrefs  will  run  diltraaed  with  joy.” 

I told  her,  it  was  from  an  apprehenfion  that  my  fud- 

den  appearance  might  have  fonie  bad  effeft  on  my  dear 
Narcina,  that  I h^  defned  to  fee  her  firft,  in  order  to 
concert  fome  method  of  acquainting  her  miftrefs  gradu- 
ally with  my  arrival.  She  approved  of  my  conduft,  and, 
after  having  yielded  to  the  fuggeftions  of  her  own  friend- 
ftiip,  in  aftcing  if  my  voyage  had  been  fuccefsful,  charged 
herfelf  with  that  office,  and  left  me  glowing  with  delire 
of  feeing  and  embracing  the  objeft  of  my  love.  In  a 
very  little  time  I heard  fomebody  coming  down  ftairs  in 
hafte,  and  the  voice  of  my  angel  pronounce,  with  an  ea- 
ger tone,  “ O heaven!  is  it  poflible!  where  is  he?”— 
How  were  my  faculties  aroufed  at  this  well-knowai 
found  ! and  how  tranfported,  when  ftie  broke  in  upon  my 
view  in  all  the  bloom  of  ripen’d  beauty ! Grace  nuas  tn 
all  her  Jleps,  bea’ven  in  her  eye,  in  enjery  gejhtre  dignity 
and  lonje ! — You  whofe  Ibuls  are  fufceptible  of  the  molt 
delicate  impreflions,  whofe  tender  bofoms  have  felt  the 
aftefting  vicilfitudes  of  love,  who  have  luftered 
fence  of  eighteen  long  months  from  the  dear  objeft  of 
your  hope,  and  found  at  your  retum  the  melting  as 
kind  and  conftant  as  your  heart  could  wilh,  do  me  juttice 
on  this  occafion,  and  conceive  what  unutterable  rapture 
poflefted  us  both,  while  we  flew  into  each  other's  ruins ! 
This  was  no  time  for  fpeech — locked  in  a mutual  em- 
brace, we  continued  fome  minutes  in  a lilent  trance  of 
joy  !_when  I thus  encircled  all  that  my  foul  held  dear, 
— while  I hung  over  her  beauties, — ^beheld  her  wes  fp^- 
kle,  and  eveiy  feature  flufli  with  virtuous  fondnefs; 
when  I faw  her  enchanting  bofom  heave  with  undillem- 
bled  rapture,  and  knew  myl'elf  the  happy  caufe  ‘Hea- 
vens ! what  was  my  lituation ! I am  tempted  to  commit 
my  paper  to  the  flames,  and  to  renounce  my  pen  for  ever, 
becaule  its  moft  ardent  and  lucky  exprelhon  fo  pooriy 
deferibes  the  emotions  of  my  foul.  O adorable  Narcifta . 
(cried  I)  O miracle  of  beauty,  love,  and  truth ! I at  lait 
fold  thee  in  my  arms ! I at  laft  can  call  thee  mine!  No 
jealous  brother  ftiall  thwart  our  happincls  again : tor- 
nine  hath  at  length  recompenfed  me  for  all  my  lufter- 

ings. 
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inc;s,  and  enaliled  me  to  do  juttice  to  iny  love.  Die 
dear  creature  fmiled  ineffably  charming,  and,  with  a look 
of  bewitching  tendernefs,  laid,  » And  (liall  'W'e  never  part 
again  “ Never ! (1  replied,)  thou  wondrous  patteni  of 
all  earthlv  perfeaicnl  never,  until  death  (liall  divide  us! 
Rv  this  ambrofial  kifs,  a thoufand  times  more  fragrant 
than  the  breezd  that  fweeps  the  orange  grove,  I never- 
more will  leave  thee!’’ 

As  my  firft  tranlport  abated,  my  pafficn  grew  turbu- 
lent and  unruly.  I was  giddy  with  ftanding  on  thebnni^ 
ofblifs,  and  all  my  virtue  and  philofophy  were  Icarce 

lulEcient  to  rellrain  the  inordinate  fallies  of  defire. 

Narcifl'a  perceived  the  conflift  within  me,  and,  with  her 
ufual  dignity  of  prudence,  called  off  my  imagination 
fi-om  the  objeft  in  view,  and,  with  eager  expreflions  of 
interefted  curiefity,  defined  to  know  the  particulars  of  my 

voyage. In  this  I gratified  her  inclination,  bringing 

my  Itory  down  to  the  prefent  hour.  She  \yas  infinitely 
furpi'ifed  at  the  circumllance  of  finding  my  father,  which 
brought  tears  into  her  lovely  eyes.  She  was  tranfported 
at  hearing  that  he  approved  my  flame,  difeovered  a long- 
ing defire  of  being  introduced  to  him,  congratulated  her- 
felf  and  me  upon  my  good  fortune,  and  oblerr'ed,  that  this 
great  and  unexpefted  llroke  of  fate  feemed  to  have  bcerr 
brought  about  by  the  immediate  dire61ion  of  Providence. 
Having  entertained  ourfelves  fome  hours  with  the  genu- 
ine etfufionsof  our  fouls,  I obtained  her  confent  to  corn- 
plete  m.y  happinefs  as  foon  as  my  father  flrould  judge  it 
proper,  and  applying  with  my  own  hands  a valuable  ntek- 
compofed  of  diamonds  and  amethylls  fet  alternate- 
ly, which  an  old  Spanifh  lady  at  Paraguay  had  prefented 
me  with,  I took  my  leave,  promifing  to  return  m the 
afternoon  with  Don  Rodrigo.— When  I went  home,  this 
generous  parent  enquired  very  affeftionately  about  the 
health  of  my  dear  Narcilfa,  to  whom,  that  I might  be 
the  more  agi-eeable,  he  put  into  my  hand  a deed,  by 
which  I found  myfelf  in  pofl'efilon  of  fifteen  thoufand 
pounds,  exclufive  of  the  profits  of  my  own  meichandize, 
which  amounted  to  three  thoufand  more.  Aftci  dinn^i, 
I accompanied  him  to  the  lodging  of  my  miftrefs,  who, 
VoL.II.  20  Z being 
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being  drifled  for  the  occafion,  made  a mod  dazzling  ap- 
pearance. I could  j)c;  ceive  him  Itruck  with  her  figure, 
which  I really  think  was  the  moft  beautiful  that  ever  was 
ci'eated  under  the  fun . He  embraced  her  tenderly,  and 
told  her,  he  was  proud  of  having  a fon  who  had  fpirit  to 
attempt,  and  (jualifications  to  engage,  the  alFeftions  of 
fuch  a fine  lady. — She  blufhed  at  this  compliment,  and, 
with  eyes  full  of  the  lofted  languidiment,  turned  upon 
me,  faid,  die  fiiould  have  been  unworthy  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dom's attention,  had  die  been  blind  to  his  extraordinary 
merit.  Imadenootheranfwerthan  a low  bow.  My  father 
lighing,  pronounced,  Such  once  was  my  Chailotte !” 
wliile  the  tear  rudied  into  his  eye,  and  the  tender  heart  of 
Narcid'a  manifeded  itl'elf  in  two  precious  drops  of  fym- 
pathy,  which,  but  for  his  prefeiice,  I would  have  kidfed 
away.  Without  repeating  the  particulars  of  our  con- 
verfation,  I diall  only  obferve,  that  Don  Rodi'igo  was  as 
much  charmed  with  her  good  fenfe  as  with  her  appear- 
ance ; and  die  was  no  lei's  pleated  with  his  underdanding 

and  polite  addrefs. It  was  deteniiined  that  he  ihouid 

write  to  the  fquire,  lignifyiiig  his  approbation  of  my 
paliion  for  his  llder,  and  ortering  a fettlement  which  he 
Ihould  have  no  realbn  to  rejeft  ; and  that,  if  he  diould  re- 
fufe  the  propofal,  we  wpuld  crown  our  mutual  widics 
without  any  farther  regard  to  his  will. 

CHAP.  XXXT. 

Mj  father  makes  a prefeat  to  NarciJJa — the  letter  is  dif- 
patched  to  her  brother — / appear  among  sny  acquaint- 
ance— Banter's  beha-viour — the  Squire  refufes  his  con- 
fent — my  uncle  comes  to  toi.vn — appro^jes  of  my  choice — 
/ asn  married — -use  meet  the  fquire  and  bis  lady  at  the 
play — our  acquaintance  is  courted. 
yV  FTER' having  Ipent  the  evening  to  the  fatisfaflion 
^ of  all  prefent,  my  father  addrelfed  hinilelf  thus  to 
Narcid'a  : “ Madam,  give  me  leave  to  confidcr  vou  here- 
after as  my  daughter,  in  which  capacity  I iniid  upon 
your  accepting  this  fird  indance  of  my  paternal  duty  and 
aftetllon.”'^ — With  thcfe  words  he  put  into  her  hand-  a 
bank  note  of  500I.  which  Ihe  no  fooner examined,  than, 
with  a low  curtfey,  Ihe  replied,  “ Dear  Sir,  though  T 
have  not  the  lead  occafion  for  this  fupply,  I have  too 

great  ■ 
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great  a veneration  tor  you,  to  reful'e  this  proof  of  your 
gtnerofit)  and  efteem,  which  I the  more  freely  receive, 
becauic  I already  look,  upon  Mr.  Random’s  inferelt  as 
inieparably  ccnntfted  w;th  mine.”  He  was  extremely 
well  pleafcd  with  her  frank  and  ingenuous  reply  ; upon 
which  we  fainted,  and  wifiied  her  good  night. — The  let- 
ter, at  my  requell,  was  dilpatched  to  Sullex  by  an  ex- 
prefs  } and  in  the  mean  time  Don  Rodrigo,  to  grace  my 
nuptials,  hired  a ready- furniihed  houle,  and  let  up  a very 
hai;dlbme  equipage. 

Though  I palTed  the  greatell  part  of  the  day  with  the 
darling  of  my  foul,  I found  leifure  fometimes  to  be 
among  my  former  acquaintance,  who  were  allonillied  at 
the  magnificence  of  my  appearance.  Banter,  in  parti- 
cular, was  confounded  a}:  the  ftrange  viciflitudes  of  my 
fortune,  the  caufes  of  which  he  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
difeover,  until  I thought  fit  to  dilclole  the  whole  fecret 
of  my  lall  voyage,  partly  in  confideration  of  our  former 
intimacy,  and  partly  to  prevent  unfavourable  conjec- 
tures, which  he  and  others,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  made  in  regard  to  my  circum fiances.  He  profelTcd 
great  fatisfaflion  at  this  piece  of  news,  and  I had  no 
caiife  to  believe  him  infmeere,  when  I confidered  that  he 
would  now  look  upon  himfelf  as  acquitted  of  the  debt 
he  owed  me,  and  at  the  fame  time  flatter  himfelf  with 
hopes  of  borrowing  more. — I carried  him  home  to  din- 
ner with  me  5 and  my  father  li.ked  his  converfati'on  lb 
much,  that,  upon  hearing  his  difficulties,  he  delired  me 
to  accommodate  him  for  the  prefent,  and  enquire  if  he 
would  accept  of  a commiilioh  in  the  anny,  towards  the 
purchafe  or  which  he  would  willingly  lend  him  money. 
Accordingly,  I gave  my  friend  an  opportunity  of  being 
alone  with  me,  when,  as  I expelled,  he  told  me  that  he 
was  juft  on  the  point  of  being  reconciled  to  an  old  rich 
uncle,  whofe  heir  he  was,  but  wanted  a few  pieces  for 
immediate  expence,  which  he  defired  I would  lend  him, 
and  take  his  bond  for  the  whole.  His  demand  was  li- 
mited to  ten  guineas;  and  when  I put  twenty  into  his 
hand,  he  flared  at  me  for  fomc  moments,  then,  putting 

it  into  his  purfe,  faid,  “ Aye,  ’tis  all  one you  fhalL 

have  the  whole  in  a very  fhort  time.”' ’When  I had 

Z a taken 
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taken  his  note,  to  fave  the  expcncc  of  a bond,  I cx- 
prefTed  fome  fiirprife  that  a fellow  of  his  Ipirit  fhould 
loiter  away  his  time  in  idlenefs,  and  a'ked  why  he  di.l 
not  choofe  to  make  his  fortune  in  the  army. — “ What ! 
(faid  he)  throw  away  my  money  upon  a iubaltern’s 
connnifllon,  to  be  under  the  command  of  a parcel  of 
fcoundrels,  who  have  railed  theiniclves  above  me  by  the 
moft  infamous  prailices ! no,  I love  independency  too 
well  to  facrifice  my  life,  health,  and  pleafure  for  luch  a 
pitiful  confideration.” — Finding  him  averfe  to  this  way 
of  life,  I changed  the  liibjecl:,  and  returned  to  Don 
Rodrigo,  who  had  jult  received  the  following  epifile 
from  the  lijuire. 

“ Sir, 

Concerning  a letter  which  I received,  fubfcribed  R. 

Random,  this  is  the  anfwer. 'As  for  you,  I know 

nothing  of  you. — Your  Ion,  or  pretended  Ion,  I have 

leer. -If  he  marries  my  fifter,  at  his  peril  be  it.  I do 

declare,  that  he  fliall  not  have  one  farthing  of  her  for- 
tune, which  becomes  my  property,  if  llie  takes  a huf- 
band  without  my  confent. — Your  fettleinent,  I do  be- 
lieve, is  all  a fliam,  and  yourfelf  no  better  than  you 
llioiild  be  j but  if  you  had  all  the  wealth  of  tlie  Indies, 
your  fon  lhall  never  match  in  our  family  with  the  ccn- 
fcitt  of  Orfon  Topehall.” 

My  father  was  not  much  fui-prifed  at  this  polite  letter, 
after,  having  heard  the  charafter  of  the  author:  and  as 
for  me,  I was  even  pleafed  at  his  leful'al,  becaule  I now 
had  an  opportunity  of  fliewing  my  difinterefted  love. 
By  his  penniflion  I waited  on  my  cliarmer ; and,  having 
imparted  the  contents  of  her  brother’s  letter,  at  which  Ihe 
wept  bitterly,  in  fpite  of  all  my  conlblation  and  careffcs, 
the  time  of  our  marriage  was  fixed  at  the  dilfance  of  two 

days. During  this  interval,  in  which  my  foul  was 

wound  up  to  the  lall  Ifretch  of  rapturous  cxpeifaticn, 
Narciffa  endeavoured  to  reconcile  Ibme  of  her  relations 
in  town  to  her  marriage  with  me;  but  finding  them  ail 
deaf  to  her  remonlhances,  cither  out  of  envy  or  preju- 
dice, fire  told  me,  with  the  mcft  enchanting  fwcetnefs, 
while  the  tears  bedewed  her  lovely  cheeks,  “ Sure  the 
world  will  no  longer  queftion  your  generolity,  N^men  you 
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take  a poor  forlorn  beggar  to  your  arms.” AfFeiileil 

with  her  Ibrrow,  I prelfed  the  fair  mourner  to  my  breaft, 
a»id  I'wore  llie  was  more  dear  and  welcome  on  that  ac- 
count, becaule  llie  had  facrificed  her  friends  and  fortune 
to  her  love  for  me. — My  uncle,  for  wiiol’e  charafter  die 
had  a great  veneration,  being  by  this  time  come  to 
town,  I introduced  him  to  my  bride  5 and,  although 
he  was  not  very  much  lubjtfl;  to  refined  fenfations,  he 
was  ftruck  dumb  with  admiration  at  her  beauty.  After 
having  killed  and  gazed  at  her  for  fonie  time,  he  returned 
to  me,  laying,  “ Odds  bobs,  Roi-y!  here's  a notable 
prize,  indeed  ; finely  built,  and  glorioully  rigg’d,  i’faith ! 
if  llie  ant  well  manned,  when  you  have  the  command  of 
her,  firrah,  you  defeia-e  to  go  to  fea  in  a cockle-lliell. — 
No  offence,  I hope,  niece;  you  mull  not  mind  what  I 
fay,  being  (as  the  faying  is)  a plain  fea-faring  man, 
thof  mayhap  I have  as  much  regard  for  you  as  another.” 

She  received  him  with  great  civility,  told  him  flie 

had  longed  a ^reat  while  to  fee  a perfon  to  whom  llie 
was  fo  much  indebted  for  his  generofity  to  Mr.  Random; 
that  ll'.e  looked  upon  him  as  her  uncle,  by  which  name 
fhe begged  leave  to  call  him  for  the  future;  and  that  llie 
was  veiy  lure  he  could  fay  nothing  .that  would  give  her 
the  lead  offence.  The  honeft  captain  was  tranlpoited  at 
her  courteous  behaviour,  and  infilled  upon  giving  her 
at  the  ceremony,  fwearing  that  he  loved  her  as 
well  as  if  Ihe  was  his  own  child,  and  that  he  would 
give  two  thoufand  guineas  to  the  firll  fruit  of  our  love, 
as  loon  as  it  could  fquesk.  Every  thing  Being  prepared 
for  the  Iblemnization  of  our  nuptials,  which  where  to  be 
performed  privately  at  my  father’s  houfe,  the  aufpicious 
hour  arrived,  when  Don  Rodrigo  and  my  uncle  went  in 
the  coach  to  fetch  the  bride  and  Mil's  Williams ; leaving 
me  with  a parfon.  Banter,  and  Strap,  neither  of  whom 
had  as  yet  feen  my  charming  miltrefs. — My  faithfid  valet, 
who  was  on  the  rack  of  impatience  to  behold  a lady  ot 
whom  he  had  heard  fo  much,  no  fooner  underllood  that  the 
coach  was  returned,  than  he  placed  himlelf  at  a window, 
to  have  a peep  at  her  as  llie  alighted ; and,  when  he  faw 
her,  clapped  his  hands  together,  turned  up  the  white 
of  his  eyes,  and,  with  his  mouth  wide  open,  remained 
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in  a fort  of  cxftacy,  which  broke  out  into,  “ 0 Dea  certe ! 
— qiialis  in  Eurota  ripis,  aut  per  juga  \Cyntln  exercet 
Diana  chorus !" — The  doflor  and  Banttr  were  fui  prifetl 
to  hear  my  man  fpeak  Latin  ; but,  wlien  my^ither  ltd 
Narciflii  into  the  ropm,  the  objeft  of  theit  a^iration 
was  loon  changed,  as  appeared  in  the  cour.ttuiiccs  of 
both.  Indeed,  they  miift  liave  been  the  Inoft  imenlibJe 
of  all  beings,  could  tliey  have  beheld  without  emotion 
the  divine  creature  that  approached.  She  was  drelled  in 
a facJ^  of  white  fatin,  embroidered  on  the  breaft  with, 
gold  : the  crown  of  her  head  was  covered  with  a linall ' 
French  cap,  from  whence  defeended  her  beautiful  hair 
in  ringlets  that  waved  upon  her  fnowy  neck,  which  dig- 
nified the  necklace  I had  given  her : her  looks  glowed 
with  modefty  and  love;  and  her  bolbm,  through  the 
veil  of  gauze  that  lhaded  it,  afibrded  a profpeil  of  El)-- 
^lum ! — I received  this  ineftimable  gift  of  Providence  as 
^became  me;  and  in  a little  time  the  clergjman  did  his 
office,  my  uncle,  at  his  owai  earned  requell,  ailing  the 
part  of  a father  to  my  dear  NarcilTa,  who  trembled  very 
much,  and  had  fcarce  fpirits  lu.fficicnt  to  fupport  her 
under  this  great  change  of  lituation. — Soon  as  Ihe  w a.s 
mine  by  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth,  I printed  a burn- 
ing kifs  upon  her  lips,  my  father  embraced  her  tenderlv, 
my  uncle  hugged  her  with  great  affeilion,  and  I pre- 
fented  her  to  my  friend  Banter,  who  faluted  her  in  a very 
polite  manner.  Mil's  Williams  hung  round  her  neck, 
and  w-ept  plentifully ; while  Strap  fell  upon  his  knees, 
and  begged  to  kifs  his  lady’s  hand,  which  llie  prelented 

with  great  affability. 1 lliall  not  pretend  to  deferibe 

my  own  feelings  at  this  junilure ; let  it  liifiice  to  fay, 
.that,  after  having  flipped  and  entertained  ourlelves  until 
ten  o’clock,  I cautioned  my  NarciHa  againll  expol'no- 
her  health,  by  fitting  up  too  late,  and  llie  was  prevailed 
upon  to  withdraw  with  her  maid  to  an  apartment  delli- 
ncil  lor  us.  Wlieh  Ihe  left  the  room,  her  face  was  over- 
•fpread  with  a blulh  that  fet  all  my  blood  in  a Hate  of 
.fermentation,  and  made  eveiy  pulfe  beat  with  ten-fold 
'.vigour!  She  was  fo  cruel  as  to  let  me  remain  in  this 
condition  a full  half  hour;  when,  no  longer  able  to  re- 
ftrgin  my  impatience,  I broke  from  the  company,  buill 

into 
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into  her  clumber,  pullicd  out  her  ^nSdante,  locked  the 

<iuor,  and  rbiirtd  her 0 heaven  and  eaith ! a feaft,  a 

thoiil'and  .times  more  delicious  than  my  moft  fangnine 
hope  prepiged ! — But  let  me  not  profane  the  chafte  myf- 
tcrie-s  ot  Hyme'n. — I was  the  happiell  of  men  ! 

In  tl)e  morning  I was  waked  by  three  or  four  drums, 
which  Banter  liad  placed  under  the  window ; upon  which 
I withdrew  the  curtain,  and  enjoyed  the  unl'peakablc 
fatisiaecion  of  contemplating  thofe  angelic  charms  which 
were  now  in  my  pofielhon  ! Beauty!  n.vhkh,  nvhctkir 
Jkefing  or  cizvaie,  jbot  forth  peculiar  graces ! — The 
light  darting  upon  my  Narcilfa’s  eyes,  llie  awoke  alfo, 
and,  recolleiting  her  fituation,  hid  her  bhiflres  in  my 
bofom. — I was  ddlraoted  with  joy!  I could  not  believe 
tile  evidence  of  my  fenles,  and  looked  upon  all  that  had 
happened  as  the  fin  ions  of  a dream!  In  the  mean  time 
my  uncle  knocked  at  tlie  door,  and  bade  me  turn  out, 
tor  I had  had  a long  i'pell. — I rofe  accordingly,  and  lent 
Mils  Williams  to  her  mdhvfs,  mylelf  receiving  the  con- 
gratulations ot  Captain  Bowling,  who  rallied  me  in  liis 
Ica-phiaie  with  great  fiiccefs. — In  lefs  than  an  hour, 
Don  Rodrigo  led  my  wife  into  breakl’aft,  where  Ihe  re- 
ceived the  compliments  of  the  company  on  her  looksj 
which,  they  laid,  it  pollible,  were  improved  by  matri- 
mony.— As  her  delicate  eai  s were  offended  with  none  of 
thofe  indecent  ambiguities  which  are  too  often  fpoke 
on  fuch  occaiions,  fhe  behaved  with  dignity,  unaffected 
modelly,  and  eal'e : and,  as  a teflimony  of  my  afFe6tion  and 
cllceni,  I preiented  her,  in  prefence  of  them  all,  with  a 
deed,  b)'  wliich  I fettled  the  whole  fortune  I was  polTef- 
fed  of,  on  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever. — She  accepted  it 
with  a glance  of  the  moll  tender  acknowledgment,  ob- 
fenred,  that  fhe  could  not  be  fiirpriled  at  any  thing  of 
this  kind  I fnoiild  do,  and  defiled  my  futherto  take  tlie 
trouble  of  keeping  it,  faying,  “ Next  to  my  own,  Ivli-. 
Random,  you  are  the  perlbn  in  whom  1 ought  to  have 
the  greatelt  confidence. ” — ChaiTned  with  her  prudent 
and  .ngenuouo  manner  of  proceeding,  he  took  the  paper, 
r.Bilaluired  hcrrliat  itfh-  ui  r notloleits  valuewhilc  in  his 
ciifloiy.  As  we  had  nocmany  vi'irs  to  give  and  receive,  the 
little  t.;ne  we  ft.iytd  in  town  was  fpent  in  going  to  publuj 
, * divtirhons, 
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diveifions,  where  I have  the  vanity  to  think  NarcifTi 
leidom  was  eclipied. — One  night,  in  particular,  we  had 
lent  our  footman  to  keep  one  of  the  ftage  boxes,  which 
we  no  Iboner  entered,  than  we  perceived  in  the  oppofite 
box  the  Itjuire  and  his  lady,  who  feemed  not  a little  lur- 
priled  at  feeing  us.  I was  pleafcd  at  this  opportunity 
of  confronting  them;  the  more,  becaule  Melinda  was 
robbed  of  all  her  admirers  by  my  w’ife,  who  happened 
that  night  to  outfliine  her  filler  both  in  beauty  and  drefs. 
— She  was  piqued  at  Narcilla’s  vibloiy,  tofied  her  head 
a thouliind  different  ways,  flirted  her  fan,  looked  at  us 
with  difdain,  then  whilpered  to  her  Imlband,  and  broke 
out  into  an  artefted  giggle;  but  all  her  arts  proved  in- 
eHeftual,  either  to  difcompofe  Mrs.  Random,  or  to  con- 
ceal her  own  mortiflcation,  which  at  length  forced  her 
away  long  before  the  play  was  done. — The  news  of  our 
marriage  bemg  Ipread,  with  many  circumltances  to  our 
difadvantage,  by  the  induftiy  of  this  malignant  creature, 
a certain  let  of  perlbns,  foi.d  of  Icandal,  began  to  en- 
quire into  the  particulars  of  my  fortune,  which  t!;ey  no 
Iboner  undcrllood  to  be  independent,  than  the  tables 
were  turned,  and  our  acquaintance  was  courted  as  much 
as  it  had  been  defpifed  before.  But  Nai-cifla  had  too 
much  dignity  of  pride  to  encourage  this  change  of  con- 
du:;,  el'pecially  in  her  relations,  whom  flie  could  never 
be  prevailed  upon  to  fee,  after  the  malicious  report  they 
had  railed  to  her  prejudice. 

CHAP.  XXXH. 

Mj  father  In1e7hii  to  re-vifit  the  place  of  Lis  nati’vhj 

•auf  propofe  to  accottipany  him my  uncle  rene-ius  his 

nvill  in  ny  favour,  determining  to  go  to  fa  again — — 

^ve  ft  out  for  Scotlatid arrive  at  Edinburgh .. 

purchaf  our  patern.al  efatc proceed  to  it halt 

at  the  tovenvehere  I avas  educated ^tahe  up  7ny  bond. 

to  Crab- the  behaviour  of  Potion  and  his  veije,  and 

one  op  my  female  coujins — our  reception  at  the  efiate — 
Strap  marries  Mifi  IPilliams,  and  is  fettled  by  my  fa- 
ther tohisonvnjdtispdbiion — lam  jnore  and  more  happy. 
jyrV  fatlier,  intending  to  reyilit  -his  native  country, 
and  pay  the  tribute  of  a few  tears  at  my  mother's 
grave,  Narcifl'a  and  I refolved  to  accomjiany  him  in  the 

executkn 
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fcecution  of  his  pious  olRce,  and  accordingly  prepared 
for  the  journey ; in  which,  however,  my  uncle  would 
not  engarce,  being  relblved  to  tiy  his  fortune  once  more 
at  lea.'  'in  the  meantime  he  renewed  his  will  in  favour 
of  my  wife  and  me,  and  depofited  it  in  the  hands  of  his 
hrother-in-law  5 while  I (chat  I might  not  be  wanting 
to  my  own  intereft)  fummoned  the  I'quire  to  produce  his 
father’s  wdl  at  Doftor’s  Commons,  and  employed  a proc- 
tor to  manage  the,  atfair  in  my  abfence. 

Every  thing  being  thus  fettled,  we  took  leave  of  all 
our  friends  in  London,  and  fet  out  for  Scotland  ; Don 
Rodrigo,  NarcilTa,  Mils  Williants,  and  I,  in  the  coach, 
and  Strap  with  two  men  in  lively  on  horfeback.  As  we 
made  eafy  ftages,  my  charmer  held  it  out  veiy  well 
t.ll  we  airived  at  Edinburgh,  where  we  propoi'ed  to  reft 
oui'felves  Ibme  weeks. 

Here  Don  Rodrigo  having  intelligence  that  the  fox- 
hunter  had  I'pent  his  eltate,  which  wa^  to  be  expofed  to 
lale  by  public  auftion,  he  determined  to  make  a pur- 
cliale  of  the  fpot  where  he  was  born,  and  aftually  bought 
ail  the  land  that  belonged  to  his  father. 

In  a few  days  after  this  bargain  was  made,  we  left 
Edinburgh,  in  order  to  go  and  take  polTeirion  ; and  by 
the  way,  halted  one  night  in  that  town  where  I was  edu- 
cated.  Upon  enquirj',  I found  that  Mr.  Crab  was 

deadj  whereupon  I fent  for  his  executor,  paid  the  fum 
1 owed,  with  intere!i,  and  took  up  my  bond.  Mr. 
Potion  and  Iiis  wife  heaiing  of  our  arrival,  had  the  al’- 
furance  to  come  to  tlie  inn  where  we  lodged,  and  lent 
up  their  names,  with  a dclire  of  being  permitted  to  pay 
their  refpects  to  my  father  and  me:  But  tl.eir  fordid  be- 
haviour towards, me,  when  I was  an  orphan,  had  made 
too  defj;  an  imprc.ii-n  on  my  mind,  to  be  effaced  by  this 
r.ean,  mercenar''  piece  of  condefcenfion : I therefore  re- 
jceied  their  meiVage  with  difJain,  and  bade  Strap  tell 
them,  that  my  father  and  I delired  to  have  no  commu- 
nication with  fuch  low-minded  wretches  as  they  were. 

They  had  no:  been  gone  lialf  an  hour,  when  a wo- 
man, without  any  ce’emony,  opened  the  door  of  the  room 
wi.oiV  we  fat,  and  making  towards  my  father,  accefted 
him  with,  “ Uncle,  your  fe:  vant — I am  glad  to  Ice 

you,” 
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you.” — This  was  no  other  than  one  of  my  female  coufms, 
mentioneci  in  the  firfi:  part  of  my  memoirs,  to  whom 
Don  Rodrigo  replied,  “ Prav,  who  are  yon.  Madam.?” 

O ! (cried  flie)  my  coulin  Roi  y tliere  knows  me 

very  well. — Don’t  you  remember  me,  Rory?” — “ Yes, 
Madam,  (laid  I,)  for  iny  own  part,  I flnill  never  forget 
you. — Sir,  this  is  one  of  the  young  ladies,  who  (as  I 
have  formerly  told  you)  treated  me  lb  humanely  in  my 
childhood?”  When  I pronounced  thel'e  words,  tny fa- 
ther's resentment  glowed  in  his  vilage,  and  he  ordered 
her  to  be  gone,  with  iiich  a commanding  afpeft,  that  Ihe 
retired  in  a fright,  muttering  curfes  as  flte  went  down 
flairs.  We  afterwards  learned  that  flte  w-as  married  to 
an  enlign,  who  had  already  fpent  all  her  fortune;  and 
that  her  fiflef  had  bore  a child  to  her  mother’s  footman^ 
who  is  now  her  hufband,  and  keeps  a petty  aie-houle  in 
the  cbuntiy. 

The  fame  of  our  flourilhing  condition  having  airived 
at  this  place  before  us,  we  got  notice  that  the  magiflrates 
intended  next  day  to  compliment  us  with  the  freedom 
of  their  town;  upon  which  my  father,  conlidering  their 
complaifance  in  the  right  point  of  view,  ordered  tlie 
horfes  to  the  coach  early  in  the  morning. 

We  proceeded  to  our  eflate,  which  lay  about  twenty 
miles  from  this  place;  and  when  vVe  came  within  half 
a league  of  the  houie,  were  met  by  a prodigious  number 
of  poor  tenents,  men,  women,  and  childreii,  who  tefli- 
fied  their  joy  by  loud  acclamations,  and  accompanied 
our  coach  to  rite  gate. — As  thei  e is  no  part  of  the  world 
in  which  the  peafants  are  more  attached  to  their  lords 
than  in  Scotland,  we  were  almofl  devoured  by  their 
-affeSlion.  My  father  had  always  been  their  favoui-ite, 
and  now  that  he  appeared  their  mailer,  after  having  been 
thought  dead  lb  long,  their  joy  broke  out  into  a thou- 
farid  extravagances.  When  we  entered  the  court-yard, 
we  were  furrounded  by  a vaft  number,  who  crowded  to- 
gether lb  clofely  to  fee  us,  that  fevcral  weie  in  danger 
of  being  fquetzed  to  death.  Th.  fe  who  were  near  Don 
Roilrigo  fell  upon  their  knees,  and  kiflld  his  hand,  or 
the  hem  of  his  garment,  praying  aloud  for  long  life  and 
prolpei  ity  to  him : others  aj’proached  Narcilla  arid  me 
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in  the  fame  manner;  while  the  relt  clapped  their  hands 
at  a diftance,  and  invoked  heaven  to  Ihower  its  chojced 
hleifings  on  our  heads ! In  Ihort,  tlie  wliole  ;cene,  though 
rude,  was  fo  alTccIing,  chat  the  gentle  partner  of  my 
heart  wept  over  it,  and  my  father  hiinlelf  could  not  re- 
frain from  dropping  a tear. 

Having  welcomed  his  daughter  and  me  to  his  houfe, 
he  ordered  fome  Iniilocks  to  be  killed,  and  fome  hogi- 
hcads  of  ale  to  be  brought  from  the  neighbouring  vill.ige, 
to  regale  thofe  honcll  people,  who  had  not  enjoyed  I'uch 
a holiday  for; many  years  before. 

Next  day  we  were  vifited  by  the  gentlemen  in  the 
neighbcurhocxl,  molt  of  them  our  relations,  one  of  whom 
brought  along  with  him  my  couiin,  the  Rx-hunter,  who 
had  ftaid  at  his  houfe,  fince  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his 
own.  My  father  was  generous  enough  to  receive  him 
kindly,  and  even  promife  to  purchaie  for  him  a com- 
midion  in  the  army,  for  which  he  exprcfTcd  great  thank- 
fulnefs  and  joy. 

My  chai-ming  Narciffa  was  univerfally  admired  and 
loved  for  her  beauty,  affability,  and  good  fenfe;  and  fo 
well  pleafed  with  the  fituation  of  the  place,  and  the  com- 
pany round,  that  fhe  has  not,  as  yet,  difcovered  the 
leaft  defire  of  changing  her  habitation. 

We  had  not  been  many  days  fettled,  when  I prevailed 
upon  my  father  to  pay  a vifit  to  tl-e  village  where  I had 
been  at  fchool.  Here  we  were  received  by  tile  principal 
inhabitants,  who  entertained  us  in  the  church,  where 
Mr.  Syntax,  the  fchoclmafter,  (my  tyrant  being  dead,) 
pronounced  a Latm  oration  in  honour  of  our  familv. 
And  none  exerted  themfelves  more  than  Strap’s  father 
and  relations,  who  looked  upon  the  honelt  valet  as  the 
firft  gentleman  of  their  race,  and  honoured  his  benefac- 
tors accordingly. Having  received  the  homage  of 

this  place,  we  retired,  leaving  forty  pounds  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  poor  of  the  parifli;  and  that  very  night, 
Strap  being  a little  elevated  with  the  regard  that  had 
been  fliewn  to  him,  and  to  me  on  his  account,  ventured 
to  tell  me,  that  he  had  a fheaking  kindnefs  for  Mil's 
Willi.ams,  and  that  if  his  lady  and  I would  ufe  our  in- 
tereil  in  his  behalf,  he  did  not  doubt  that  llie  would  lillen 

to 
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to  Ills  ac'drcfil-s.  Siirpriild  at  this  j)ropolal,  I afkcd  if 
he  knew  the  ftory  of  that  unforvunaie  young  gent]e\vo- 
inan  : Upon  which,  he  rei-liiti,  “ Yes,  yes,  I know 
what  you  mean — She  l:as  been  unha))py,  1 jrant  you — 
but  what  of  that  ? I am  convinced  of  her  refojTnation  ; 
or  elle  you  and  my  good  lady  would  not  treat  herwitli 
Inch  relpeft. — As  for  the  cenfure  of  the  -vcrld,  I value 
it  not  a fig’s  end — Befides,  the  world  knows  nothing  of 
the  matter.”  I commendetl  his  philolbphy,  and  intei  elicd 
Narcifla  in  his  caufe ; who  iiiterced.d  l6  effeEtuaily,  that, 
in  a little  time,  Mils  Williams  yiekled  her  ccnfeiit,  and* 
they  were  married  with  the  approbaticnof  Bon  Rodrigo, 
who  gave  him  five  hundred  pounds  to  ftock  a farm,  and 
made  him  overl'ecr  of  his  eftate.  RTy  generous  bed-itl- 
low  gave  her  maid  the  lame  fum  ; lb  that  they  live  in 
great  peace  and  plenty  within  half  a mile  ct  us,  aj'd 
daily  put  up  prayers  for  our  prefen'ation. 

If  there  be  liich  a thing  as  true  happinefs  on  earth, 

I enjoy  it. — The  impetuous  tranlports  of  my  paflion  are 
now  fettled  and  mellowed  into  endearing  fondnefs  and 
tranquillity  of  love,  rooted  by  that  ultimate  connexion 
and  interchange  of  hearts,  wliich  nought  but  virtuous 
wedlock  can  produce. — Fortune  leems  determined  to  ' 
make  ample  amends  for  her  former  cruelty;  for,  my 
proftor  writes,  that,  nctwithftanding  the  claufe  in  my 
father-in-law’s  will,  on  which  the  fquire  founds  his 
claim,  I fliall  certainly  recover  my  wife’s  fortune,  in 
conlequence-  of  a codicil  annexed,  which  explains  that 
claufe,  and  limits  her  reftrlftion  to  the  age  of  nineteen, 
after  which  file  was  at  her  own  difpofal. — I would  have 
let  out  for  London  immediately  after  receiving  this  piece 
of  intelligence,  but  my  dear  angel  has  been  qualmifli  of 
late,  and  begins  to  grow  remaikably  round  intl'e  waifi ; 
fo  that  I cannot  leave  her  in  fuch  an  intereifing  fituation, 
which  I hope  willproduce  ibmething  to  crownmy  felicity . 
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